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With Jesus as our guide and community as onr goal, we worship, love, serve and grow

ﬁmﬂh& Dear Friends,
CPW == 1don’t know about you, but I

/-~ 7 am enjoying plenty of ice-
' __"_?_—:f}/ cold lemonade,  juicy
\H tomatoes and peaches, and

picnics and summer fun.

This summer in worship we are working our way
through the Gospel of Matthew. We are once
again being reminded about what it means to be a
disciple, a follower of Jesus Christ. The author
Kent Struckmeyer puts it this way: “To follow
Jesus is to conspire in love against every system
that crushes the poor and silences the weak. It is
to stand up, speak out, and resist all injustice and
oppression.” He goes on to outline the nine
teachings of Jesus: Radical love, lavish
generosity, extravagant forgiveness, inclusive
hospitality, compassionate action, selfless service,
a passion for justice, creative nonviolence, and
simple living.”

I hope that you can make worship a priority this
summer. On July 12 we will be celebrating the
Sacrament of Baptism as we baptize Robin
Foland, son of Ariel and Josh Foland. We will
celebrate with the family at a potluck luncheon
with a delicious cake. We will have another
potluck on August 9.

We will continue our Neighbor Night picnics in
Tower Grove Park on July 15, 22, and August 5.
Please plan to join us as we welcome our
neighbors for food, fun, and friendship. It’s a
great place to invite a friend or neighbor.

Speaking of neighbors; we believe the call to love
our neighbors has the power to connect, include
and transform one another. We will be celebrating
the Blessing of the Backpacks on Sunday,
August 23. The backpack tags say “You & Me?
We’re Neighbors!”

These backpack tags remind us that a neighbor
isn’t just the person next door. Jesus taught us that
everyone we meet—different from us, unfamiliar
to us, even surprising to us—is a neighbor worthy
of kindness and care. From new visitors to church
or new classmates, to strangers on the path, this
tag is a colorful, carry-everywhere prompt to see
every person as a beloved child of God. Itis a
daily reminder to treat the people we meet with
curiosity, compassion, and love.

May you experience the fullness of God’s love,

grace, and peace this summer and always.

Blessings and Peace,
Pastor Wanda
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FELLOWSHIP LUNCHEON

\Sﬁ[ﬂ/ Yy, Join us for our monthly
Luncheon™@)i¢  luncheon on July 12th. It will be

a salad luncheon. Think of all
the different salads there are!
Tossed salad, Jello salad, pasta
salad, couscous salad, meat
salad, salad salad. Or something that might
accompany a salad (sliced cheese or deli meats,
crackers, etc.). We’ll be having cake for dessert!
We love cake, and salad! Thanks! Mission and
Justice ... for ALL!
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The Evangelism and Membership Committee
will be hosting an August 9 fellowship
luncheon. Details will be posted as the date
draws nearer.

WORSHIP AND CHRISTIAN
EDUCATION COMMITTEE

Submitted by Matt Hanify
Worship
Welcome to Oak Hill Presbyterian Church.
Situated at the corner of Connecticut and Oak Hill,
we are small (but gradually growing), committed
congregation. We are active and engaged here and
elsewhere. We undertake deep and difficult
conversations, and we support one another when
needed. And we are really happy to see you here.
Note: This newsletter submission has to last for a
couple of months and therefore should have a
completely professional tone and be free of
nonsensical  diversions,  parentheticals  or
overshares. So far, so good.
Welcome!
Sunday worship, 10:30 a.m., in person or on
Zoom (meeting ID 768 992 383)
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Communion

Communion will be offered the first Sunday of the
month, July 5, which is the day after July 4, which
you probably could have guessed. During summer
(and maybe longer, but we haven’t decided yet),
we are doing intinction communion, which is the
dunking method. Think of Oreos and milk, but
instead of cookies, it’s a chunk of bread you tear
off a communal loaf, and instead of milk, it’s
grape juice in a communal cup. So, similar to
Oreos and milk, but also really, really different.
Quick reminder: Make your way down the center
aisle, grab bread (as much as you like), dip bread
in juice, then begin to eat as you return to your
seat. We still offer our individualized mini cups if
you’re uncomfortable with intinction. These are
also the gluten-free option. And everyone is
welcome to partake in communion. Note: Same
guidance can be applied to August 2.

We also offer in-home communion for our
extended members. Please reach out to
Pastor Wanda or someone on our committee if one
of our extended members would like communion
in their home, and we can schedule a time.

Sunday school — adult and youth

Sunday School is taking a break for the summer
for both adults and youth. Rally Day will be
celebrated on September 13, and we will
resume Sunday  School classes on
September 20. We look forward to seeing you at
either or both of those events.

Calming Corner

Downstairs, underneath the sanctuary, you will
find a TV attached to the wall. Below that are
some shelves, some toys, and some rugs. A couple
of tables might have puzzles. A changing station
is right behind the screen. This is our Calming
Corner. It was originally established as a place for
our younger churchgoers and their families to go
whenever anyone needed a break. But it’s turned
into a great place for anyone to go when you just
need some time away. It’s a great place to watch
the service in a more relaxed environment. Go
down when you need, or when you want. Check it
out. Get comfortable. Bathrooms are nearby. The
kitchen is also nearby. And if you need anything,
let someone know and we will try to get it for you.
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WORSHIP AND CHRISTIAN
EDUCATION COMMITTEE (cont’d)

Wednesday Bible Study

The Bible study group is reading Love Thy
Stranger: How the Teachings of Jesus
Transformed the Moral Conscience of the West,
by Bart D. Ehrman. The New York Times
bestselling author of Misquoting Jesus, Ehrman’s
latest work explores the most radical
commandment of Jesus, tracing how the
extraordinary duty to love even those who are
strangers to us has shaped our world and our lives.
Everyone is always welcome to participate in
Bible study (even if you haven’t done the
reading), but if you want to know the reading
assignment, contact the church office or Pastor
Alan.

Wednesday Bible Study, 11:00 a.m., Zoom (259
777 226, password Disciple)

Volunteering

To put this as directly as I can: If you would like
to do more around here, let us know, and we will
point you in the right direction. If your talents are
just helping, lending a pair of hands, we can use
that. If you have a propensity for public speaking
or just general conviviality (don’t get many
opportunities to work that into regular
conversation), you can be a greeter or a liturgist.
If you want to sing in the Chancel Choir, see the
“Choir” section. If you’re able to compose a semi-
informative newsletter while trying to maintain
the tiniest iota of adultness (I am shocked that’s an
actual word), we already have someone who (sort
of) does that, but we could always use a second.
No training is necessary. Membership is not
required.

Choir

In the summer, Chancel Choir moves its practices
to 9:30 a.m. Like most things around here, if you
want to participate, all you have to do is be there.
Susan Brown, Minister of Music, would love to
have you.

H%H
ADD YOUR
VOICE!
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Blessing of the Backpacks

This year’s backpack blessing will be Sunday,
August 23. At the beginning of the school year,
we ask for God’s guidance and protection for
students, teachers, staff, parents of students,
anyone student adjacent — if you have a bag of
some kind, feel free to bring it in. We can all
celebrate the new year and ask for some directions
and some inspiration.

Youth Group

The Youth Group is taking the summer off and is
looking to get things moving again in
August/September. And there you have it — a
newsletter submission that is probably 75%. But I
am still working diligently. That’s how much I
care.

In May, Pastor Wanda moved from transitional
pastor to regular pastor (that’s not the official
term, but you get the idea), so we celebrated with
a giant cookie and gallons of ice cream and a
make-your-own-sundae Sunday.
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EVANGELISM AND MEMBERSHIP
COMMITTEE

Submitted by Josh Smith

Welcome Barb and Alexis and Rosie
Session was pleased to welcome Barb Burns and
Alexis Hodges to the meeting to join as new
members on June 10th. They, along with Rosie
Gordon who became a member in March, were
formally welcomed to the church on Sunday,
June 21, 2026. Please join us in welcoming them
as new members in our growing church family!

Barb, Rosie, Alexis

Blanketed in Prayer
As Oak Hill continues to plan physical upgrades
and new programs, we feel a call to intentional
prayer for God's guidance in the coming
months. We are planning several actions as a
response to this call.

e Prayer Pause - Several years ago, OHPC
introduced Prayer Pause bookmarks, which
encouraged the church to pray together each
Monday morning for several items of
concern to the church, including our
community, church leadership, those unable
to attend church due to illness or separation,
and our mission and programs. These cards
are a good reminder to pray for the health
and wellbeing of the church and
members. Check your pews in coming
weeks for updated Prayer Pause cards.

o Mission Staycation - September 6th -
9th. Please make plans to join us in a
community and OHPC mission trip, right
here in St. Louis! We will plan some
activities with our current mission partners
through AMEN house, as well as prayer
engagements in the community and in our
church. We'll also have some housecleaning
and mission work around the church in
preparation for upcoming
improvements. For those who have never
been on a physical mission trip out of town,
this will be an opportunity to experience
mission trip culture. There will also be
opportunities to stay in AMEN St. Louis
Huse during the staycation. You can attend
the entire session or just one day, if that's all
your schedule will allow.

We'll also have some prayer focused activities in
our worship services as we continue to "blanket"
OHPC in prayer and seek to follow God's
direction for our church.

MISSION AND JUSTICE COMMITTEE

By Donna Cook
Mission and Justice, for ALL

"Freedom is never more than one generation
away from extinction. We didn't pass it to our
children in the bloodstream. It must be fought
for, protected, and handed on for them to do
the same." — Ronald Reagan

Isaiah 58 Shopping List
July 5 - Deluxe Mac and Cheese
July 12 - oatmeal
July 19 - salt -free seasonings or canned fruit
July 26 - sardines or toilet paper

August 2 - Bar soap

August 9 - peanut butter or other nut butter or jelly
in plastic containers - No glass. Please.

August 16 - shelf stable milk or dry milk
August 23 - deodorant

August 30 - paper towels
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MISSION AND JUSTICE COMMITTEE
(cont’d)

Isaiah 58 Shopping List (cont’d)
September 6 - sardines
September 13 - razors and/or shaving cream
September 20 - cooking oil 48 oz. or smaller
September 27 - chili

Whatever items you wish to share are always
welcome!

AMEN St. Louis

The First Presbyterian Church of Jacksonville,
IL is booked for the week of July 19 - 24.

Join us for Neighbor Nite on select Wednesdays
in the Park. Come hang out with our mission
teams, our youth group partners and a whole
bunch of other folks at the Turkish Pavilion in
Tower Grove Park. There will be hotdogs and
other grilled goodies, chips and lemonade. Bring
a side, dessert or snack to share if you can! Games
will be directed by our neighbor and friend,
Clayton Delaney! Dinner at 6 p.m., games at
6:30 p.m. We’ll head home around 8 p.m. Dates
include: July 15, 22, and August 5. July 15 and
August 5 will just be local folks and everyone you
invite!

Sandwich Update!

FYT We sent off 226 “artisan” Peanut Butter and
Jelly Sandwiches to our friends hanging out at
Camp Sun and Splash at Fairground Park. More
to come in August.

Thirty plus meat and cheese sandwiches are in the
freezer to deliver to New Roots Urban Farm.

Check Out Our Mission Partners

https://lydiashouse.org/

https://fatherdicksoncemetery.org

https://www.facebook.com/NewRootsUrbanFa
rm/

https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=10234
613183618370&set=a.10224087907573047
(Velma Bailey)

https://www.greenhousestl.org/

https://iS8ministries.org/bag-of-blessings/

https://www.loveinactionstl.org/

https://www.4wallsandbeyond.com/

"My dream is of a place and a time where
America will once again be seen as the last best
hope of earth.” — Abraham Lincoln

STEWARDSHIP AND PROPERTY
COMMITTEE

Greetings from the S&P Committee!

In the coming months we will have a rewired
organ blower motor, a new AC to DC converter, a
new starter box and with a little luck, a functional
church organ. Stay tuned (a little organ humor)!

We expect work to be completed on the new
gutters and downspouts for alley side of the
Sanctuary Building in the next few weeks.

We’ve selected a carpentry company to reframe
the ceiling pipe cover in the Small Assembly
Room as well as extend the radiator pipe covering
wall-to-wall. Then we will begin some DIY (Do
It Yourself) plaster repairs, installation of chair
rail, and painting to finish the job.

Still working on plaster repairs in the Theleos
Room but should be finished by the end of
August.

We’re going to take a long, hard look at the
outside and inside of all exterior doors and
windows in the Sanctuary Building, Education
Building and the AMEN House. We will note
broken windows, deteriorated wood, peeling
paint, and failing caulk. This survey will look at
conditions both inside and outside. Hopefully,
this data will provide an efficient approach to this
big project.

Respectfully,

Bob Ream
Chair, Stewardship and Property Committee



https://lydiashouse.org/
https://fatherdicksoncemetery.org/
https://www.facebook.com/NewRootsUrbanFarm/
https://www.facebook.com/NewRootsUrbanFarm/
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=10234613183618370&set=a.10224087907573047
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=10234613183618370&set=a.10224087907573047
https://www.greenhousestl.org/
https://i58ministries.org/bag-of-blessings/
https://www.loveinactionstl.org/
https://www.4wallsandbeyond.com/
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS

The following actions were reported or approved
by Session in their June 10, 2026, Stated Session
Meeting:

Average Worship attendance in person and on
Zoom in May was 55.

Membership as of May 31, 2026, is 113.

The following financial reports were provided to
session:

Financial Reports for May and
Year-to-Date 2026

2026 YTD

May Total
Income
General $14,012.94 | $53,311.35
Investment Income $ 7.69 | $20,058.51
Total Actual $ 14,020.63 | $ 73,369.86
General $14,352.50 | $63,762.50
Investment Income $ - $20,000.00
Total Budgeted $14,352.50 | $ 83,762.50
Over/(Under) Budget | § (331.87) | $(10,392.64)
Expenses
Actual $30,842.43 | $137,516.40
Budgeted $30,470.42 | $151,063.10
Over/(Under) Budget | § (372.01) | $(13,546.70)
Net Revenue/(Loss) | $(16,821.80 | $(64,146.54)

Session voted to receive Barbara Burns and Alexis
Rodgers as active members of Oak Hill by
reaffirmation of faith.

Session voted to approve Toby Eckert and
Kimberely = Thompson as  Oak  Hill’s
commissioners to attend the Presbytery of
Giddings-Lovejoy’s Presbytery Assembly on
August 8, 2026, at Cote Brilliant Presbyterian
Church.

Session approved Pastor Wanda taking vacation
from July 1-8, 2026.

BOOK CLUB
Submitted by Deb Wiethop

Book Club will meet at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday,
July 14, at the Barrow residence to discuss “The
Sweetness of Forgetting” by Kristin Harmel. The
historical fiction novel is about a Cape Cod bakery
owner who travels to Paris to discover her
grandmother’s secret past in the Holocaust.
Please bring your dinner and join us.

If you want to join us by Zoom, we will start
discussing the book about 7 p.m.: 259 777 226.
Password: Disciple (case sensitive).

We will not meet in August.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN

Submitted by Jan Stanford
Circle 3 will meet on Thursday, July 16, and
Thursday, August 20, in the Theleos Room.
Come at 10 a.m., or whenever you can make it.
Coffee, iced tea, salad, chips and dessert will be
provided.

CRAFT NIGHT
Submitted by Dena Roper

Craft Night
Craft night will be happening on Friday, July 17,
and Friday, August 21, at 6:30 p.m. at the AMEN
House. Grab a project and bring a snack to share
and join us! Contact Dena for questions!

Under the Oak Tree

Hello friends. As I fight to keep the cancer in me
at bay, I find much comfort in knowing of the
people praying and rooting for me. The numerous
cards I have received brighten my day, keep my
faith going, fill me with hope and surround my
heart with love. I look at them again and again.
Thank you for your prayers and for remembering
me. Love and blessings to you all.
Carolyn Moody




OAK HILL NEWS — JULY/AUGUST 2026

Under the Oak Tree (cont’d)

Unfold Summer Adventures and

Be a Witness for Oak Hill
Concerts in the park. Picnics with friends. Sitting
on the Beach. These are all perfect places to use
an Oak Hill Fold up Picnic Blanket Unfold
adventure. This lightweight blanket is your perfect
outdoor companion. Its water-resistant underside
shields you from dampness (this was recently
confirmed by the Thompson family during a
concert at MOBOT), while its generous size
provides ample comfort. Easily packable, it rolls
up neatly with a secure closure and convenient
handle. Blanket measures 47" x 52" unfolded and
12" x 6.3" folded.

@AKHILL

PRESBY!ERIAN CHURCH

Get your own for $25 by contacting
Lisa Thompson or the church office.

LECTIONARY FOR AUGUST

Sunday, Gen. 32:22-31 and Psalm 17:1-7,
August 2 15; Rom. 9:1-5; Matt. 14:13-21
Sunday, Gen. 37:1-4, 12-28 and
August 9 Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22, 45b;

Rom. 10:5-15; Matt. 14:22-33
Sunday, Gen. 45:1-15 and Psalm 133:
August 16 Rom. 11:1-2a, 29-32;

Matt. 15(10-20) 21-28
Sunday, Exodus 1:8-2:10 and Psalm 124;
August 23 Rom. 12:1-8; Matt. 16:13-20
Sunday, Exodus 3:1-15 and Psalm 105:1-6,
August 30 23-26, 45b; Rom. 12:9-21;

Matt. 16:21-28

Bible \\=
Readj_ngsjért/zel\/[onﬂl
LECTIONARY FOR JULY
Sunday, Gen. 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67 and
July 5 Psalm 45:10-17 or

Song 2:8-13; Rom. 7:15-25a,
Matt. 11:16-19, 25-30

Sunday, Gen. 25:19-34 and

July 12 Psalm 119:105-112; Rom. 8:1-11;

Matt. 13:1-9, 18-23
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Sunday, Gen. 28:10-19a and

July 19 Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24; Rom.8:12-
25; Matt. 13:24-30, 36-43

Sunday, Gen. 29:15-28 and Psalm 105:1-11,

July 26 45b or Psalm 128; Rom. 8-26-39;

Matt. 13:31-33, 44-52

60D BLESS
AMERICH
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Christian Symbol

50

SUNFLOWER — The sunflower, a symbol of
faithfulness and devotion, represents a life turned
toward God. Just as the flower follows the sun,
believers are called to seek the light of Christ and
remain focused on Him.

Its bright bloom reflects the joy and glory of
God’s presence, while its steady growth points to
a life rooted in faith. The many seeds of the
sunflower can also symbolize spiritual
fruitfulness.

In Christian symbolism, the sunflower reminds us
to remain steadfast, to seek God daily and to
reflect His light in all we do.

Bible Quiz

Jesus said that his followers are the "light of the
world" (Matthew 5:14). It wouldn't do much good
to hide a light under a bushel, he said. It should be
put on a lampstand to give light in the house. Then
Jesus said, "Let your light shine before others, that
they may see ..."

Choose the ending of Jesus’ sentence:

A. their way and not stumble.

B. how good and faithful you are as my servants.

C. your good works and give glory to your Father
in heaven.

D. in their darkness.

Answer: See (Matthew 5:16, NRSV)

Oak Hill Presbyterian Church
4111 Connecticut Street
St. Louis, Missouri 63116-3926

(314) 664-5525
www.oakhillpcusa.org

office@oakhillpcusa.org

We are a welcoming congregation where
visitors are always expected!

Christian Education
(On break during the Summer.)
(Resumes September 20)

Choir Practice
9:30 a.m.

Service of Worship
(In Person and on Zoom)
10:30 a.m.

The ministers of Oak Hill Church are its
members assisted by:

Rev. Wanda Lawry
Pastor

Rev. Dr. Alan Meyers
Parish Associate

Ms. Susan Brown
Minister of Music

Ms. Carole Adams
Secretary

Articles and photographs for
publication in the
Oak Hill News
need to be
submitted in writing
to the church office by the
3" Monday of each month.



http://www.forministry.com/63116OHPC
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