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In the letter to the Philippians, chapter 1, verses 3-

6, the Apostle Paul writes these words: “I thank my 

God every time I remember you.  In all my prayers 

for all of you, I always pray with joy because of 

your partnership in the gospel from the first day 

until now, being confident of this, that God who 

began a good work in you will carry it on to 

completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” 

 

It is with gratitude and humility that I thank God 

and the Oak Hill congregation for the privilege of 

serving as the transitional pastor for the past         

3½ years.  It is with great joy that I report that after 

the unanimous vote of the congregation to call me 

as the installed pastor (on Sunday, April 2),         

the Presbytery of Giddings-Lovejoy voted 

unanimously to approve that I be called to be the 

next installed pastor of the Oak Hill Presbyterian 

Church. 

  

Thank you for your prayers and support as we 

navigated the necessary logistics.  I am looking 

forward to continuing our partnership in the gospel 

here at Oak Hill.  Please see page 2 for more 

information. 
 

In other exciting news-- 
 

 

The AMEN House is celebrating 14 years of 

mission and ministry as they prepare for another 

summer of service and learning in our community. 

 

Nearly every year, AMEN St. Louis has added 

new partnerships with different organizations 

across the city as well as continuing to maintain 

relationships with our core partners.  This year on 

Tuesday afternoons our service and learning 

crews will head to Fairgrounds Park to work with 

a group of approximately 50 children ages 6 to 18 

who are participating in a free community summer 

camp program.  We will help with swimming, 

games and activities, Bible stories, and crafts. 

 

In addition, this year we applied for a Presbytery 

of Giddings-Lovejoy Public Witness Summer 

Grant.  We recently received word that we have 

been awarded $1,750 to be used for our summer 

outreach programs including Neighbor Nights at 

the Turkish Pavilion in Tower Grove Park. 

 

Neighbor Nights will be held on 6 Wednesday 

evenings this summer: June 10, 17, 24, July 15, 

22, and August 5, from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.  We look 

forward to getting together for hamburgers and 

hot dogs, trivia, and exciting games with our 

friend Clayton Delany.  Please put these dates on 

your calendar now and plan to invite some friends 

and neighbors to join the fun. 

 

Blessings and Peace, 

Pastor Wanda 
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Congratulations to Rev. Wanda Lawry and 

Oak Hill Presbyterian Church! At the May 14, 

2026 meeting of the Presbytery of Giddings 

Lovejoy Assembly, Pastor Wanda was 

unanimously approved to be the installed 

pastor of Oak Hill PCUSA. To God be the 

glory! 

 

This has been a long and uncertain process for the 

Pastor Nominating Committee. In the PC(USA), 

an interim pastor is generally not eligible to be 

called as the next installed pastor. While not 

explicitly forbidden by the Book of Order, the 

"ordinarily not eligible" policy is standard to 

ensure the interim focuses on transition work 

rather than their own candidacy. Exceptions are 

rare and require a "clear and compelling case." If 

a congregation strongly desires to call their 

interim, it usually requires approval from the 

Committee on Ministry and sometimes a three-

quarters vote of the Presbytery to break the 

standard policy. 

 

We were able to convince the Committee on 

Ministry and the Presbytery that Pastor Wanda 

was an excellent call for Oak Hill. Pastor Alan, 

Josh Smith and Heather Macarthur Beckmann 

spoke with love and compassion about the work 

we’ve been able to accomplish together and the 

leadership and spirituality of Pastor Wanda! 

 

Here is a summary of our rationale for calling 

Pastor Wanda to be our installed pastor. 

 

“In our Mission Discernment Profile we described 

our vision for ministry and how this vision 

impacts our community. 

  

Our vision for ministry calls us to live out our faith 

through inclusive worship, bold justice, 

meaningful service, and intentional relationships - 

emphasizing hospitality, connection, and 

community transformation.  

 

We find that Pastor Wanda engages with us in our 

Hunger Action Programing, MCU meetings and 

training, supports our participation in Tower 

Grove Pride Fest, various social justice actions,  

and regularly attends the TGS neighborhood 

association meetings held here at Oak Hill. Just to 

name a few. 

 

Pastor Wanda practices radical hospitality and 

pastoral care in her interactions with visitors and 

with all seasons of our members and participants 

from new to long time, and from young to old.  

 

Wanda continues to grow community partnership 

with new non-profits working with us at AMEN 

St. Louis. She’s actively involved in encouraging 

our investment in building accessibility and 

offering spaces for community organizations. She 

also encourages intergenerational and inclusive 

programming in our various projects. 

 

Engaging and creative worship occurs each week. 

Wanda’s sermons are biblically rooted, inclusive, 

and relevant. Session meetings and staff are 

effectively lead. And Pastor Wanda effectively 

leads visioning and strategic planning efforts with 

special committees and committees of the session. 

  

We see from our Mission Study that Oak Hill has 

entered a new stage in its self-understanding and 

role in the community through Wanda’s time as 

interim. Wanda’s vision for working to build 

God’s Kingdom here in the long term, both 

spiritually and physically, matches Oak Hill’s 

vision.”  

 

Special thanks goes out to our Pastor 

Nominating Committee for their service to the 

church. Paul Bordeaux, Annie Corbett, Craig 

Jung, Heather Macarthur Beckmann, Josh 

Smith, and Donna Cook, Chair. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&rls=en&q=ordinarily+not+eligible&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8&ved=2ahUKEwjiifuUtOaTAxVsnGoFHa6HFBsQgK4QegQIARAC
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FELLOWSHIP LUNCHEON 

June Potluck 

The Stewardship and Property Committee (S&P) 

will host the fellowship luncheon on Sunday,  

June 14 (Flag Day).  They felt since there are 

going to be Neighbor Nights every Wednesday in 

June, they would avoid providing hot dogs and 

hamburgers.  So, what could they serve in June?  

How about fried chicken?  Almost everyone likes 

fried chicken, and almost everything goes with 

fried chicken.   

 

The decision was made—S&P will get the fried 

chicken, and everyone else is asked to bring a side 

dish or dessert.  To help offset the cost of the 

chicken, a free will offering will be received (if 

you feel moved to help pay for the chicken, it’s 

your call). 

 

 
 

 

WORSHIP AND CHRISTIAN 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE  

Submitted by Matt Hanify 
 

Worship 

Welcome to Oak Hill Presbyterian Church. It’s 

June. The Magna Carta was signed in June. 

Juneteenth is in June (you probably could have 

guessed that). June’s full moon is the Strawberry 

Moon. And if that’s not enough, and it’s a lot, a 

certain newsletter contributor has his birthday in 

June, and his daughter’s birthday – also June. 

Anyway, welcome, again, to Oak Hill, where 

newsletter contributors definitely do not expect a 

big fuss on their birthday. 

Sunday worship, 10:30 a.m., in person or on 

Zoom (meeting ID 768 992 383) 

 

 

 

 

Communion  

Communion will be offered the first Sunday of the 

month, June 7. We did intinction communion last 

month, it went relatively well, so we will stick 

with it for a while. Just as a quick reminder: Head 

down the center aisle, tear yourself off a piece of 

bread, dip it in the communal cup, then begin to 

eat as you head back to your seat. If you’re not 

comfortable with intinction communion, 

remember that we still offer our individualized 

mini cups. These are simultaneously the safe 

option and the gluten-free option. And remember: 

All are welcome to partake in communion.  

We also offer in-home communion for our 

extended members. Please reach out to             

Pastor Wanda or someone on our committee if one 

of our extended members would like communion 

in their home, and we can schedule a time. 

 

Sunday school – adult and youth 

Sunday School is taking a break for the summer 

for both adults and youth. We will resume classes 

on September 20. We look forward to seeing you 

then. 

 

Childcare 

Quick note for the younger churchgoers among 

us: You’re doing great. You’re here on a Sunday, 

and you look like a million dollars. Sincerely, 

great job. But maybe you need a little break. 

Maybe one or more of the adults around you – 

maybe they need a break. So go ahead and take a 

break. Head downstairs to the Calming Corner. 

It’s right downstairs. Take an adult with you, or 

take two. Head straight for the large television in 

the Large Assembly Room. There’s carpeting, 

toys and books. There’s a changing station. 

There’s just some space to sit or not sit, whatever 

you need. The TV is tuned to the service upstairs, 

so nobody will miss anything. And if you need 

any help, let us know, and we’ll send someone 

down. You don’t owe anyone an explanation. 
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WORSHIP AND CHRISTIAN 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE (cont’d) 

 

Wednesday Bible Study 

The Bible study group is reading Love Thy 

Stranger: How the Teachings of Jesus 

Transformed the Moral Conscience of the West, 

by Bart D. Ehrman. Named a Guggenheim Fellow 

in 2018 in the field of religion, Ehrman is the 

author of more than 30 books.  Everyone is always 

welcome to participate in Bible study (even if you 

haven’t done the reading), but if you want to know 

the reading assignment, contact the church office 

or Pastor Alan. 

Wednesday Bible Study, 11:00 a.m., Zoom (259 

777 226, password Disciple)  

 

Volunteering 

If you’re looking to contribute to the well-oiled 

workings of Oak Hill, we’re always welcome to 

anyone who might like to take on a larger role 

around here. Greeters, liturgists, singers – let us 

know how you would like to help, and we will 

point you in the right direction. Sign up at our 

website, oakhillpcusa.org, under the “Worship” 

tab. Or just bring some snacks, and we will make 

sure they find a good home. You don’t have to do 

any of that, but if you want to, you can. And 

church membership is not required for any of that 

(especially the snacks).  

 

Choir 

In the summer, since Sunday school takes a break, 

Chancel Choir moves its practices to 9:30 a.m. 

Like most things around here, if you want to 

participate, all you have to do is be there. Susan 

Brown, Minister of Music, would love to have 

you. 

 

Youth group 

Youth group closed out the academic year with a 

backyard barbecue as the final gathering before 

summer break and is looking to get things moving 

again in August.  

 

 

 

 

EVANGELISM AND MEMBERSHIP 

COMMITTEE 

Submitted by Josh Smith 
 

Here are photos from Art in the Park on              

May 9th.  We had about 20 people stop by and 

paint butterflies with us and we were able to invite 

many to church.  The butterflies will be posted on 

the art wall at church.  We plan to do this again at 

end of summer, so stay tuned.   
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MISSION AND JUSTICE COMMITTEE  

By Donna Cook 

 

Mission & Justice - for all 

“Yellow is my favorite summer color - it makes 

me feel like a sunflower.” 

                                                   - Bria Vinaite 

 

Isaiah 58 Shopping List 

June 7 - Tuna 

June 14 - canned ravioli with meat 

June 21 - coffee or tea 

June 28 - diapers sizes 5,6,4T, 5T or all purpose 

cleaner 

 

July 5 - Deluxe Mac and Cheese 

July 12 - oatmeal 

July 19 - salt -free seasonings or canned fruit 

July 26 - sardines or toilet paper  

 

Whatever items you wish to share are always 

welcome! 

 

AMEN St. Louis 

Our first group arrives on Sunday, June 7, from 

Fourth Presbyterian Church - Chicago.  Fourth 

Pres has been visiting with us pre and post 

pandemic.  It’s a middle school crowd with a cool 

leader!  There are two additional groups in June. 

St. Paul UCC from Waterloo, IL, also a repeat 

visitor, coming on June 14, and New Creation 

Presbyterian from Hendersonville, TN, this 

will be their first visit with us.  The First 

Presbyterian Church of Jacksonville, IL is 

booked for the week of July 19 - 24, also a first-

time visitor. 

 

 
 

Join us for Neighbor Nite on select Wednesdays 

in the park.  Come hang out with our mission 

teams, our youth group partners and a whole 

bunch of other folks at the Turkish Pavilion in 

Tower Grove Park.  There will be hotdogs and 

other grilled goodies, chips and lemonade.  Bring 

a side, dessert or snack to share if you can! Games 

will be directed by our neighbor and friend, 

Clayton Delaney!  Dinner at 6 p.m., Games at 

6:30. We’ll head home around 8 p.m.  Dates 

include: June 10, 17, 24. July 15, 22, August 5. 

July 15 and August 5 will just be local folks and 

everyone you invite!  

Learn about our Ministry and Mission 

Partners 

 

https://lydiashouse.org/ 

 

https://fatherdicksoncemetery.org 

 

https://www.facebook.com/NewRootsUrbanFa

rm/ 

 

https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=10234

613183618370&set=a.10224087907573047 

 

https://www.greenhousestl.org/ 

 
https://www.loveinactionstl.org/ 

 

tps://www.votervoice.net/PCUSA/home 

You know you want to write a letter to your US 

Representative and your Senator.  Are you 

puzzled about how to get started, where to begin, 

what to say?  Click on the Voter Voice link above. 

You’ll find the PCUSA’s position and rationale 

for opposing or supporting an assortment of 

legislative and policy issues.  Everything from 

hunger concerns and the Farm Bill, the 

Humanitarian Crisis in Cuba, the Pentagon’s 

runaway budget requests, the constitutional issues 

around the war with Iran, protecting voter 

eligibility, protecting immigrants and refugees, 

protecting public education and more.  

 

Click on the link, you’ll be taken to a list of issues, 

and you can click them, fill in your name and 

address, modify the letter if you wish.  The form 

will identify your elected officials, and your 

concern is sent off to your officials.  I usually get 

a reply from my representative, in the mail.  She 

never agrees with me, but you know there is an 

election coming up.  In case you’re worried. 

Religious groups and non-profits can advocate for 

or against legislation and policies.  It’s not ok to 

campaign for a candidate. Thanks for looking. 

 

https://lydiashouse.org/
https://fatherdicksoncemetery.org/
https://www.facebook.com/NewRootsUrbanFarm/
https://www.facebook.com/NewRootsUrbanFarm/
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=10234613183618370&set=a.10224087907573047
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=10234613183618370&set=a.10224087907573047
https://www.greenhousestl.org/
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MISSION AND JUSTICE COMMITTEE 

(cont’d) 

 

Learn more about our Presbytery 

Interested in learning more about the Presbytery 

of Giddings Lovejoy? Sign up for the weekly 

newsletter, learn about activities at other 

churches, workshops, concerts and other events 

happening all around the Presbytery. The sign up 

form is at the following link, scroll down the page 

to sign up. https://glpby.org/ 

 

"Everything good, everything magical happens 

between the months of June and August."  

                                                       - Jenny Han 

 

 

 STEWARDSHIP AND PROPERTY 

COMMITTEE 

 

The nonfunctional organ blower motor will be 

removed by Wick Organ Company in the coming 

days and brought to a motor specialist for 

rewiring.  Wick is also constructing a new AC/DC 

converter to replace the current functional but 

antiquated rectifier.  Will need a new start box 

when these first two steps are complete. 

 

Gutter replacement work (Andrew’s Custom 

Gutters) on the alley-side of the Sanctuary 

Building will begin in a couple of weeks.   

 

Martin-Jetco completed the annual preventive 

maintenance on the 13 functional rooftop AC 

units; no major problems discovered.  Filters were 

changed out and one cracked compressor belt was 

replaced.  Replacement of the 3 nonfunctional 

units is part of pending grant and tax credit 

proposals.    

 

Last coat of base plaster applied to the east wall of 

the Theleos Room.  Now will begin work with a 

topcoat plaster preparation. 

 

Work has begun to improve the appearance of the 

Small Assembly Room.  The committee decided 

to seek quotes from two contractors (Custom 

Maintenance Services, St. Louis, MO; Skillcraft 

Carpentry, Brentwood, MO) for the work required 

to reframe the ceiling pipe coverings and the pipes 

leading to and from the radiator.  DIY installation 

of a more prominent chair rail molding, plaster 

repair, and painting will follow. 

 

We need to start thinking about the numerous 

areas of outdoor window and door trim that 

require varying degrees of repair, scrubbing of 

accumulated grime, removal of loose paint, 

recaulking, and fresh paint.  The problems with 

the trim surrounding the triple front doors will 

become more evident when the anniversary 

banner comes down.  Trim around the alley doors 

and windows has, in some cases, eroded to bare 

wood.  The committee views attention to the trim 

as a priority item that might be a good project for 

a summer workday. 

 

Planning for a fried chicken luncheon on Flag 

Day, June 14.   Check the Church Announcements 

for more details. 

 

Respectfully, 

Bob Ream 

Chair, Stewardship and Property Committee 

 

 

 
May 21 

 

 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 

 

The following actions were reported or approved 

by Session in their May 13, 2026, Stated Session 

Meeting: 

Average Worship attendance in person and on 

Zoom in April was 66.   

Membership as of March 31, 2026 is 113.  

The following financial reports were provided to 

session: 

 

https://glpby.org/
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS (cont’d) 

 

Financial Reports for March and 

Year-to-Date 2026 

   

March 

2026 YTD    

     Total 

Income    

General $ 14,255.19 $ 30,450.08 

Investment Income $ 20,008.06 $ 20,044.29 

Total Actual $ 34,263.25 $ 50,494.37 

General $ 13,352.50 $ 36,057.50 

Investment Income $ 20,000.00 $ 20,000.00 

Total Budgeted $33,352.50 $ 56,057.50 

Over/(Under) Budget $     910.75 $ (5,563.13) 

   

   

Expenses   

Actual $ 28,130.30 $ 85,199.46 

Budgeted $ 29,463.42 $ 92,394.26 

Over/(Under) Budget $ (1,333.12) $ (7,194.80) 

   

Net Revenue/(Loss) $   6,132.95 $(34,705.09) 
 

Financial Reports for April and 

Year-to-Date 2026 

   

April 

2026 YTD    

     Total 

Income    

General $  7,864.33 $ 38,314.41 

Investment Income $         6.53 $ 20,050.82 

Total Actual $   7,870.86 $ 58,365.23 

General $ 13,352.50 $ 49,410.00 

Investment Income $          - $ 20,000.00 

Total Budgeted $ 13,352.50 $ 69,410.00 

Over/(Under) Budget $  (5,481.64) $(11,044.77) 

   

   

Expenses   

Actual $ 18,329.51 $103,528.97 

Budgeted $ 28,198.42 $120,592.68 

Over/(Under) Budget $ (9,868.91) $(17,063.71) 

   

Net Revenue/(Loss) $ (10,458.65 $(45,163.74) 
 

Session approved the baptism of Robin Foland, 

son of Ariel and Josh Foland, on July 12, 2026. 

Session approved the use of the Large Assembly 

Room for a Mullins Family Reunion on 

September 26, 2026. 

Session approved allowing Brian Beckmann to 

use the Faith and Fellowship Room on Tuesday 

evenings to give free guitar lessons. 

Session approved cancelling the July Stated 

Session Meeting (as previously done in past 

years). 

 

BOOK CLUB 

Submitted by Deb Wiethop 

Book Club will meet at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, 

June 16, at the Barrow residence to discuss “The 

Phoenix Crown” by Kate Quinn and Jane Chang. 

Set in San Francisco before, during, and after the 

1906 earthquake, the story explores themes of 

female resilience, identity and racism. 

This is the third Tuesday in June, not our usual 

meeting date of the second Tuesday. 

Please bring your dinner and join us. 

If you want to join us by Zoom, we start 

discussing the book about 7 p.m.: 259 777 226. 

Password: Disciple (case sensitive). 

 

 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 

Submitted by Jan Stanford 

Circle 3 will meet on Thursday, June 18, in the 

Theleos Room.  Come at 10 a.m., or whenever you 

can make it. Coffee, iced tea, salad, chips and 

dessert will be provided. 

 

 

CRAFT NIGHT 

Submitted by Dena Roper 

 

Craft Night 
Craft night is happening on Friday, June 19, at 

6:30 p.m. at the AMEN House.  The mission 

group who is there that week is not spending 

Friday night so we can meet over there.  It is a 

bring your own project night but there will be 

some junk journal supplies and maybe something 

else!  Bring yourself, a project and a snack to 

share!  Hope to see you there!  Any questions, 

contact Dena.  Thanks! 
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Under the Oak Tree 

 

Oak Hill Guitar Lessons 

Guitar lessons (free) will be starting at Oak Hill 

on Tuesday, June 2, at 7:00 p.m. in the Faith and 

Fellowship Room. 

If you are interested but have not as yet signed-up, 

please contact Brian via email: 

bmbeckmann924@gmail.com 

Needed for lessons:  

A guitar/picks (well, obviously...), a folder, and a 

notebook. 

The first lesson will start with making sure 

everyone’s guitars are serviceable; newish strings, 

decent action on the neck, and the like. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
LECTIONARY FOR JUNE 

 

Sunday, 

June 7 

Gen. 12:1-9 and Psalm 33:1-

12; 

Romans 4:13-25; Matt. 9:9-13, 

18-26 

Sunday, 

June 14 

Gen. 18:1-15 (21:1-7) and 

Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19;  

Romans 5:1-8; Matt. 9:35-10:8 

(9-23_ 

Sunday, 

June 21 

Gen. 21:8-21 and Psalm 86:1-

10, 16-17; Romans 6:1b-11; 

Matt. 10:24-39 

Sunday, 

June 28 

Gen. 22:1-14 and Psalm 13; 

Romans 6:12-23; Mat. 10:40-42 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Oak Hill Presbyterian Church 

4111 Connecticut Street 

St. Louis, Missouri 63116-3926 

(314) 664-5525 

www.oakhillpcusa.org 

office@oakhillpcusa.org 

We are a welcoming congregation where 

visitors are always expected!  

 

Christian Education  

(On break during the Summer.) 

(Resumes in the Fall) 
 

Choir Practice 

9:30 a.m. 

 

Service of Worship 

(In Person and on Zoom) 

10:30 a.m. 

 

The ministers of Oak Hill Church are its 

members assisted by: 
 

Rev. Wanda Lawry 

Pastor 
 

Rev. Dr. Alan Meyers 

Parish Associate 
 

Ms. Susan Brown 

Minister of Music 

 

Ms. Carole Adams 

Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Articles and photographs for 

publication in the  

Oak Hill News  

need to be 

 submitted in writing 

to the church office by the 

3rd Monday of each month. 

mailto:bmbeckmann924@gmail.com
http://www.forministry.com/63116OHPC
mailto:office@oakhillpcusa.org

