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With Jesus as our guide and community as onr goal, we worship, love, serve and grow

Do the
i / Pentecost is a celebration
» of the Holy Spirit and the
gifts of the Spirit. God
gives us each a gift and we are called to use that
gift in the world. Yet, we are not to use that gift
alone, we must work together as a community.

Perhaps one of the greatest gifts the Spirit gave
was that of comprehension. The people no longer
had a language barrier but could understand one
another and work together. As Acts continues, we
learn how the new Christian communities were
living together, sharing food and stories and
experiences. They supported one another and
worked together. The Spirit gave purpose,
motivations, and fellowship.

The Behar Confession proclaims how God’s
Spirit connects us to one another in a new way.
“God’s lifegiving Word and Spirit has conquered
the powers of sin and death, and therefore also of
irreconciliation and hatred, bitterness and enmity,
that God’s lifegiving Word and Spirit will enable
the church to live in new obedience which can
open new possibilities of life for society and the
world.”

When we understand one another, we can build
bridges and seek new possibilities.

In the book “The Color of Compromise” by Jemar
Tisby, he ends with the admonishment to the
people of Christ to have courage.

Tisby writes, “Jesus crossed every barrier between
people, including the greatest barrier of all—the
division between God and humankind. He is our
peace, and because of his life, death and
resurrection, and coming return, those who
believe in Jesus not only have God’s presence
with us, but in us through the Holy Spirit.
Therefore, we have the power through God to
leave behind the compromised Christianity that
makes its compromise with racism and to live out
Christ’s call to courageous faith.” This reminds
us that the Holy Spirit enables us to practice
uncompromised and uncompromising faith. We
have Pentecost possibilities.

May we enter the Season of Pentecost
remembering the words written in the Brief
Statement of Faith, “In a broken and fearful world
the Spirit gives us courage to pray without
ceasing, to witness among all peoples to Christ as
Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church
and culture, to hear the voices of people long
silenced, and to work with others for justice,
freedom, and peace. Amen and Amen.

Blessings and Peace,
Pastor Wanda
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FELLOWSHIP LUNCHEON

Potluck, May 3

Worship and Christian Education is
hosting May’s potluck. In honor of
Cinco de Mayo, and because we
already have a lot of Cinco de
Mayo-themed decorations, and
because tacos are relatively easy
and most people like them, we’ll be
having tacos. We (the fine people of
Worship and Christian Education) will provide
taco meat (and maybe vegetarian taco filling),
tortillas, and tiny bags of chips for those who want
walking tacos. We’re asking you to bring the
fixings: salsa, sour cream, cheese, black olives (if
you’re into that sort of thing), lettuce, tomatoes (if
you’re into that sort of thing), pineapple (just
kidding — we’re not allowing pineapple). You can
also bring a taco-themed side dish or dessert if you
would rather. Or you can just bring yourselves.
No one is expecting you to bring something, no
one is keeping track of who does or doesn’t bring
something. Just show up. There will be plenty.

WORSHIP AND CHRISTIAN
EDUCATION COMMITTEE

Submitted by Matt Hanify

Worship

Welcome to Oak Hill Presbyterian Church. It’s
May, the month with the shortest name but the
biggest heart. Birds are singing. Rabbits are
frolicking. Dandelions are doing dandelion stuff.
Coats are finally put in the closet instead of
hanging on the back of a dining room chair.
Sandals make a tentative appearance. It’s a great
time of the year, where we can make any number
of disastrous fashion decisions, and nobody cares.
And we’re so happy you’ve made your way here.
Thanks for coming.

Sunday worship, 10:30 a.m., in person or on
Zoom (meeting ID 768 992 383)
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Communion

We’re doing intinction communion on Sunday,
May 3. For those who have forgotten (and it’s
been a while, so [ understand), you make your way
up the center aisle and, like a medieval warrior,
use your hand to tear yourself off a hunk of bread.
Take as much as you want (remember, it’s May,
the home of graduations, Mother’s Day, and
questionable decisions). Then take your hunk of
bread, dip it into the communal cup, and start
scarfing it down while you head back to your seat.
However, if you’re not comfortable with the
whole intinction communion, remember that we
will still offer our individualized mini cups. These
are the safe option and the gluten-free option
simultaneously. I want to point out: All are
welcome to partake in communion. I also want to
point out I am not sure whether “communion” is
capitalized, and I think I toggle back and forth
pretty regularly.

We also offer in-home communion for our
extended members. Please reach out to Pastor
Wanda or someone on our committee if one of our
extended members would like communion in their
home, and we can schedule a time.

Sunday school — adult and youth

Both adult and youth Sunday school begins at
9:30 a.m. Kids join Miss Lisa and Miss Sarah in
the Large Assembly Room, which is directly
beneath the sanctuary. Adults meet in the Theleos
room, which is past the kitchen, down the hall,
hang a left, and you will see a room with adults. If
you hit any stairs, you have taken a wrong turn or
gone too far.

Note: May 17 is the last day for Sunday school
for adults and youth. Both groups will be
taking a break for the summer. But Sunday
school will be back and better than ever on
September 13.

Sunday School, 9:30 a.m. (no Zoom option for
Sunday school)




OAK HILL NEWS — MAY 2026 3

WORSHIP AND CHRISTIAN
EDUCATION COMMITTEE (cont’d)

Childcare

Downstairs from the sanctuary is what we call the
Calming Corner, a name we picked because
someone either found a sign or made a sign. This
space off to the side is where parents, kids,
anybody can go to just relax. There are puzzles
and books and toys. There is a large television
tuned into the service, so you can still participate.
There is a changing station. And if you need
someone to tell you where things are or just help
out a bit, let us know and we will send someone
down.

Wednesday Bible Study

The Bible study group is reading Armageddon:
What the Bible Really Says About the End, by Bart
D. Ehrman. The author of six New York Times
bestsellers, Ehrman’s books have been translated
into 27 languages, with over two million copies
and courses sold. Everyone is always welcome to
participate in Bible study (even if you haven’t
done the reading), but if you want to know the
reading assignment, contact the church office or
Pastor Alan.

Wednesday Bible Study, 11:00 a.m., Zoom (259
777 226, password Disciple)

Volunteering

We’re always welcome to anyone who might like
to take on a larger role around here. We are in
regular need of greeters and liturgists. Sign up at
our website, oakhillpcusa.org, under the
“Worship” tab. You can bring some snacks for
youth group. You don’t have to do any of that, but
if you want to, you can. And church membership
is not required for any of that (especially the
snacks).

Choir

Chancel choir rehearsal is Sunday mornings at
9:00. Like many things at Oak Hill, if you want to
participate, just show up. You don’t need an
audition song or an accompanist. Susan Brown,
Minister of Music, would love to have you. Just
show up.
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Youth group

On Sunday, May 3, the Youth Group plans to meet
at 2:00 p.m. at the AMEN House. They will spend
the afternoon helping a member of St. John’s
organize her household items for a big move from
her apartment into assisted living. They will
return to the AMEN House around 6:00 p.m.

On Sunday, May 17 (their last get together before
taking a summer break), they are planning a BBQ
or picnic.

EVANGELISM AND MEMBERSHIP
COMMITTEE

Submitted by Lori Mullins

& Easter Egg Hunt April 4

The Easter Egg Hunt was a complete washout.
Everyone, watch for the unexpected blessing of
leftover Easter Candy for quite a while.

Art at the Park May 9

On Saturday, May 9, at 11:00 AM, come and
enjoy Art at the Park. We will be painting
butterflies just south of the fountain pond at
Tower Grove Park. Masterpieces will be proudly

displayed on the art wall. &

& Trivia Night for Young Adults

A Trivia Night get-together is being planned for
young adults at Rockwell or City Park Grill. If
you’d like to participate, let Josh Smith know so
he can add you to the text chain for updates and
details.

& Please plan to attend these events as we
continue building community, sharing laughter,
creating memories, and growing in Christ’s love
together.
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MISSION AND JUSTICE COMMITTEE

By Donna Cook
Mission & Justice - for all
“May is green and pink and red.” —
Richard L. Ratliff

Isaiah 58 Shopping List
May 3 - rice
May 10 - sugar 1 Ib. box or bag
May 17 - toothpaste
May 24 - laundry detergent 50 oz or smaller
May 31 - Deluxe Mac & Cheese (all ingredients
included)

June 7 - Tuna

June 14 - canned ravioli with meat

June 21 - coffee or tea

June 28 - diapers sizes 5,6,4T, 5T or all purpose
cleaner

Whatever items you wish to share will be
welcome!

Watch for details about a workday at AMEN
House to prep for our summer groups! We have
4 groups scheduled including fun nights in the
park with games and food! Don’t miss the fun.

Interested in learning more about the Presbytery
of Giddings Lovejoy? Sign up for the weekly
newsletter, learn about activities at other
churches, workshops, concerts and other events
happening all around the Presbytery. The sign-up
form is at the following link, scroll down the page
to sign up. https://glpby.org/

“May is the month of expectation, the
month of wishes, the month of hope.”
— Emily Bronté
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STEWARDSHIP AND PROPERTY
COMMITTEE

Greetings from the S&P Committee!

Three separate pipe leaks in the boiler room were
discovered and repaired by Martin-Jetco Heating
and Cooling.

The organ blower motor was tested bypassing the
existing starter box and still blew the breaker. The
motor will apparently need to be rewired, and
Wick Organ Company has recommended a motor
specialist they use. We will also be replacing the
starter box and rectifier.

Gutter replacement work (Andrew’s Custom
Gutters) on the alley-side of the Sanctuary
Building will begin in a couple of weeks.

The third mobile cart in the Smiley Room was
completed and is ready for stored materials.

The falling vertical blinds in the Large Assembly
Room have been rehung.

Martin-Jetco will be performing preventive
maintenance on the rooftop AC units the last week
in April.

Planning for additional plaster work in the
Theleos Room and pre-painting preparation
(sealing areas of peeled paint, leveling with
plaster patch, priming, etc.) for the Small
Assembly Room.

Respectfully,
Bob Ream
Chair, Stewardship and Property Committee
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SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE

Scholarship Fund
Scholarship Application Packets for the fall
semester of 2026 from the Oak Hill Scholarship
Fund are available from the church office. The
purpose of this fund is to assist members of the
Oak Hill family in their pursuit of higher
education.  Individuals eligible are students
pursuing an under-graduate college degree or a
post-secondary degree at any state-licensed
educational facility. Graduate students are not
eligible for this scholarship. Applications must be
submitted to the church office by June 1 to be
considered for scholarship. Please contact the
church office or Carole Adams for an application.

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS

The following actions were reported or approved
by Session in their April 8, 2026, Stated Session
Meeting:

Average Worship attendance in person and on
Zoom in March was 54. There were 34 at our
Easter Sunrise Service and 79 at our 10:30 a.m.
Easter Service.

Membership as of March 31, 2026 is 113.

Session approved applying for a $2,500 grant
from the Presbytery of Giddings-Lovejoy’s 2026
Public Witness Summer Grant Program for our
Wednesday Neighborhood Night summer events.

Session approved paying Andrew’s Custom
Gutters $3,000 (plus any copper they remove) to
replace the gutters on the alley-side of the church
building.

BOOK CLUB
Submitted by Deb Wiethop

Book Club will meet at 6:30 p.m. onTuesday,
May 12, at the Barrow residence to discuss “The
Borrowed Life of Frederick File” by Anna
Johnston. Her first novel, this warm, life-
affirming story about a zany case of mistaken
identity allows a lonely old man one last chance to
be part of a family.

Please bring your dinner and join us.
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If you want to join us by Zoom, we start
discussing the book about 7 p.m.: 259 777 226.
Password: Disciple (case sensitive).

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN

Submitted by Jan Stanford
Circle 3 will meet on Thursday, May 21, at 10 a.m.
or whenever you can make it. Bring a sandwich -
- salad, chips, dessert, and coffee will be provided.

CRAFT NIGHT
Submitted by Dena Roper

Craft Night

Craft night went so well in April, we are going to
do it again in May! It will be held on Friday,
May 15, from 6:30-?? at the AMEN House. It is
a bring your own project night, but if you are
interested in learning about Junk Journaling, there
will be some supplies and some assistance or, if
you are interested in working on a project for our
Christmas cookie sale, we have a project making
bowl holders that we need help with. There’s
cutting out material, assembly and sewing them
together. So, bring a project, a willingness to
learn new skills, and a snack to share! Contact
Dena Roper with any questions!

. Brlan Beckmann will be offering free gultar
i i lessons at Oak Hill in the Faith and Fellowship
. Room on Tuesday nights from 7 - 7:30 p.m.
i i A start date is not set yet, but it will likely be
. early June.

There will be a sign-up sheet at church on
. Sunday morning for anyone interested in
. learning to play guitar.
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Pastor Erin's DMin Graduation
Open House

Yes, it's a blast from the past! For a few years,
Oak Hill supported and encouraged our former
pastor, the Rev. Erin Couihan, as she worked
toward her Doctor of Ministry degree at Eden
Theological Seminary. When she moved back
east, she continued that work, and this spring she
finally finished her studies!  Erin will be
graduating with her DMin on Friday, May 15, at
Eden Seminary and is coming to town for the
festivities! The Rev. Meredith Jackson of
Isaiah 58 will be throwing an Open House to help
Erin's STL community celebrate with her. Erin
would like to thank all of her Oak Hill family for
all of the learning, love, and support throughout
the years. And she'd love for you to come to the
Open House on Wednesday, May 13, any time
between 5 PM -8 PM at Meredith's home,
4254 Hartford Street. Click here for details and to
RSVP (so they know how many tacos to buy!).

YOU'RE INVITED
TO JOIN US
IN CELEBRATING
THE GRADUATION OF

REV.DR.
ERIN COUNIHAN

WEDNESDAY,

CONGRATULATIONS., ERIN!

—DAY

Monday, May 25

Scenes from Oak HiIIJ
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LECTIONARY FOR MAY

Sunday, Acts 7:55-60 and Psalm 31:1-5,

May 3 15-16 or Prov. 4:10-18 and
Psalm 119:9-32; 1 Peter 2:2-10;
John 14:1-14

Sunday, Acts 17:22-31 and Psalm 66:8-

May 10 20 or Ezek. 34:1-7a and Psalm
115; 1 Peter 3:13-22; John
14:15-21

Thursday, Acts 1:1-11 and Psalm 47 or

Ascension of the Lord
May 14

Psalm 93 or Dan. 7:9-14 and
Psalm 113; Eph. 1:15-23, Luke
24:44-53

Sunday, Acts 16:6-14 and Psalm 68:1-
May 17 10, 32-35 or Isaiah 45:1-7 and
Psalm 21:1-7; 1 Peter 4:12-14;
5:6-11, John 17:1-11
Sunday, Acts 2:1-21 or Num. 11:24-30
May 24 and Psalm 104:24-34, 35b;
1 Cor. 12:3b-13 or Acts 2:1-21;
John 20:19-21 or
John 7:37-39
Sunday, Gen. 1:1-2:4a and Psalm 8;
May 31 2 Cor. 13:11-13; Matt. 28:16-20

SCSOOY

PUZZLE By

~VVinda, flre Sz spirit

Acts 2 describes the amazing events of Pencecost,
when the apostles received the Holy Spiric.

DNrections: The last letferys) of each word is the beginning letfer of the mext.

Fill e ther missing words & complate Acts 2:7-4, MW
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“When the came, they were all

in one place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a
and filled the whole
what seemed to be

L]
violent came from

house where- they were sitting. The-y

of fire that separated and came to on each
of them. All of them were filled with the Holy and began
to speak in other as the Spirit them.”™

ACTS 2:1-4, NIV
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Oak Hill Presbyterian Church
4111 Connecticut Street
St. Louis, Missouri 63116-3926

(314) 664-5525
www.oakhillpcusa.org

office(@oakhillpcusa.org

We are a welcoming congregation where
visitors are always expected!

Christian Education - 9:30 a.m.
(In Person through May 17)
(Resumes in the Fall)

Service of Worship
(In Person and on Zoom)
10:30 a.m.

The ministers of Oak Hill Church are its
members assisted by:

Rev. Wanda Lawry
Transitional Pastor

Rev. Dr. Alan Meyers
Parish Associate

Ms. Susan Brown
Minister of Music

Ms. Carole Adams
Secretary

Articles and photographs for
publication in the
Oak Hill News
need to be
submitted in writing
to the church office by the
3" Monday of each month.
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