Highlights
e Lent and Easter, page 2
e Movie Night, page 4

Inside
e One Great Hour of Sharing, page 5
o Lectionary for March, page 6

Oak Hill News

No. 03

MARCH 2026

Volume 76

With Jesus as our guide and community as onr goal, we worship, love, serve and grow

Invitation to the Season of

Pﬁéﬁgﬁ Pﬁf Lent (Adapted from Sarah

Bessey)

My friends,

I bless you in the complicated space of these days,
caught between beginnings and endings, where the
dust settles on your forehead reminding you of your
mortality and your belovedness all at once.

May you journey through this season with hands
capable of holding the grief and the grace that
surrounds us. May you remember that the ashes that
marked you are a reminder of the strength found in
vulnerability, the beauty found in surrender, the
death that does not get the last word, and the truth
that all things end except the everlasting One.

As we journey through the Lenten season, may you
be given the strength to release what no longer
serves you, the lies that weight you down, the
distractions that pull you away from your purpose
and calling, the illusion of control. Set it down.
Cast it off. Shake it loose. You are being set free
now, even though it may feel like loss before it feels
like freedom.

I bless your hunger and your anger and your
longings and your hopes, your fasting and your
feasting. May you embrace the courage to enter this
wilderness with God; to sit in the silence, to hear the
voice of love calling us to more. More honesty,
more humility, more resolve, more patience, more
kindness, more generosity, more joy and more love.

Let this season invite you into deeper honesty with
yourself to confront what needs healing, to let go of
what no longer serves you, and to make room for the
new life God is always calling into being. May you
be brave enough to let go of illusions and pretense,
to make space for the truth of who you are and the
truth of who God is. May you never settle for
pursuing your fears alone, but extend that love and
goodness outward, to include all those whom God
loves.

In this space, when our prayers feel small and our
hope feels faint, may you be reminded that God does
not abandon us in our despair and worry, anxieties
and angers. May God meet with you in the
wilderness, in the valleys, in the places where we
feel most alone.

May you trust in the mystery of these weeks. The
truth is that God is already at work. And so
however you are showing up to love the word and
love your neighbor, may your work be blessed.
May you be given glimpses of the growing light of
the dawn on the horizon, the promise of a new day
coming after a long night.

God is at work, redeeming, restoring and renewing
all things even now.

Please be sure to join us for all of the special Holy
Week services in order to prepare your heart for the
joy of Easter Sunday.

Blessings and Peace,
Pastor Wanda
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The Stewardship and Property Committee will host
its annual St. Patrick’s corned beef and cabbage
luncheon on Sunday, March 15. (A kid’s meal will
also be provided.) There will be cake, too! You
don’t need to bring anything, just come and enjoy!
A free will offering will be received to defray
expenses.

WORSHIP AND CHRISTIAN
EDUCATION COMMITTEE

Submitted by Matt Hanify

sl

Lenten devotionals: This year’s devotional from
[lustrated Ministry is “The Work of Imagination.”
Lent is not an easy season. It brings up questions
with difficult answers. This devotional invites
individuals to reflect on scripture and to make space
to imagine healing, practice compassion, and trust
that transformation is possible. Copies are available
in booklet form in the sanctuary.

Wednesday services (March 4, 11, 18, 25): Each
Wednesday at 6:30 p.m., St. John’s Episcopal at
3664 Arsenal will offer weekly prayer services for
those interested. For more details, please wvisit
towergrovechurch.org.

Easter flowers: If you wish to purchase an Easter
Lily to place in the sanctuary on Easter, order forms
are in the back of the sanctuary, or you may contact
the church office. The lilies will be $30 this year
and orders must be placed no later than Wednesday,
March 11. As usual, the plants will be wrapped with
gold foil and have white bows.

AL,
PALM {'SUN DAY
Palm Sunday (March 29): Please join us on
Saturday, March 28, in the Large Assembly Room
under the sanctuary for making crosses for Palm
Sunday

_aMaundy$=

“Sssthursday
Maundy Thursday (April 2): Power Creative,
3221 Oak Hill (two blocks south of Oak Hill
Presbyterian), will serve as the location for
Compton Heights’ Maundy Thursday service at
7:00 p.m. The Rev. Nancy Emmel Gunn from
St. John’s Episcopal will deliver the sermon.

1) GoodFriday

Good Friday (April 3): St. John’s Episcopal on
Arsenal will host this year’s Good Friday service at
7:00 p.m. Pastor Alan will preach.

Saturday Easter Vigil (April 4): Every year, we
open the sanctuary for a Saturday Easter Vigil from
1:00 to 9:00 p.m. Reserve yourself an hour, by
yourself, to hold vigil for Christ’s return: praying,
lighting candles, pondering Scripture, just sitting
and breathing in the stillness of the sanctuary. A link
to the Sign-up Genius can be found here.

o ) iy ‘29
\&‘s 3 74 .»'
BRGNS

Easter Sunday (April 5): We have two service
options available. Our sunrise service (6:15 a.m.) is
held outdoors on the Oak Hill front steps, weather
permitting, or inside in the narthex (the main
entrance of the church that faces Connecticut). We
get together in the dark (6:15 a.m. is dark), and the
sun rises during the course of the service — it's
lovely. Communion will be offered. The Rev. Jody
Clegg of Compton Heights Christian Church will
deliver the sermon for the sunrise service. Our
regular service, which begins at regular time
(10:30 a.m.), features flowering of the cross. You
can bring your own flowers, and we will have them
available as well. Communion will also be offered.
It is also lovely.



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0545ABA722A4FD0-ohpc1#/
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WORSHIP AND CHRISTIAN
EDUCATION COMMITTEE (cont’d)

Worship

If you were looking for Oak Hill Presbyterian
Church, well, congratulations, you are here. If you
were looking for a really great group of people,
many of them having memorized a mission
statement (work, love, serve, grow, Jesus — those are
mission statement highlights), then congratulations
again. If you were looking for some of the best
people imaginable, you have again come to the right
place. And if you were looking for a rather aimless,
long-winded newsletter submission, then this is
indeed your lucky day. Come on in.

Sunday worship, 10:30 a.m., in person or on Zoom
(meeting ID 768 992 383)

Communion

Communion will be celebrated on Sunday, March 1.
We offer pre-sliced portions of bread and individual
servings of juice. We also offer individual
Communion units with juice on one end and a piece
of bread on the other. This doubles as our gluten-
free option. And everyone is invited to share.

We also offer in-home Communion for our
extended members. Please let us know if one of our
extended members would like Communion in their
home, and we can schedule a time. Please reach out
to Pastor Wanda or someone on our committee.

Sunday School — adult and youth

Starting at 9:30 in the morning in the Large
Assembly Room, downstairs from the sanctuary,
Lisa and Sarah lead the children in craft-building,
hiding messages around the building, fishing for
things. There’s music to be heard and sung, lessons
to be learned, snacks to consume. It’s a great time
for kids generally from pre-K to fourth or fifth
grade. Feel free to show up. We would love to see
you.

Adult Sunday School also meets at 9:30 in the
morning in the Theleos Room. Donna and Alan,
who are always excited to see new faces, lead in-
depth, thoughtful lectionary discussions. You might
be thinking “I don’t want to be the only person
there.” Well, you won’t be — trust me, it’s been very
popular. And now you might be thinking “Do I have
to stand the whole time?”” There are plenty of chairs,
plenty of room, and there’s a special spot there just
for you.

Sunday School, 9:30 a.m. (no Zoom option for
Sunday school)

Childcare

If your child needs a break from service, or if you
need a quick break from service, we have a Calming
Corner in the large assembly room dedicated to that
purpose. Toys and puzzles and rugs are set up.
There’s a television tuned to the service, so you
don’t have to miss anything. There’s a rocking chair
and a fully stocked (last I checked) changing station.
Snacks are located nearby (again, last I checked).
And we are happy to send one of our older kids
downstairs to help out if you need.

Wednesday Bible Study

The Bible study group is reading The Vision of
Ephesians: The Task of the Church and the Glory of
God, by N.T. Wright. The author of over 70 books,
Dr. Wright emphasizes the importance of
understanding Ephesians within its 1st-century
context to grasp its vision of the church as a unified,
multiethnic family that embodies God’s new
creation. Everyone is always welcome to participate
in Bible study (even if you haven’t done the
reading), but if you want to know the reading
assignment, contact the church office or Pastor
Alan.

Wednesday Bible Study, 11:00 a.m., Zoom (259
777 226, password Disciple)

Volunteering

We are in regular need of help around here. The
work is not difficult, which is good, because the pay
is not very high (the heading to this section might
give you an idea). Being a liturgist is great, a
personal favorite of mine. Being a greeter — also
good, requiring you to be here a bit earlier, but not
much. Youth Group can always use a hand or a few
snacks. Those sorts of things. Anyway, if you feel
like helping, we’re happy to take whatever we can
get. Look in the orange box in the worship tab to
sign up. If you have questions, let someone know
and we’ll be happy to point you in the right
direction.

Choir

Chancel choir rehearses at 9:00 a.m. in the choir
room. Please contact our Minister of Music, Susan
Brown, if you’d like to participate.
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WORSHIP AND CHRISTIAN
EDUCATION COMMITTEE (cont’d)

Youth Group

The youth group will be meeting March 1 (Chef’s
table of Lenten practices) and March 15 (Stations of
the Cross), 5:00-6:30 p.m., at the AMEN House.
The youth group is for students grades 6—12.
Contact the church office for more details.

EVANGELISM AND MEMBERSHIP
COMMITTEE

Submitted by Lori Mullins

& Bowling Bash!

Strikes, spares, snacks—and yes, plenty of gutter
balls! On February 1st, more than 60 members of
our church family, youth group, and friends rolled
into Epiphany Lanes for a fantastic Bowling Bash.
Laughter filled the lanes as prizes were handed out
and friendly competition kept things lively. If you
missed it, don’t worry, there’s more fun to come. Be
sure to join us next time!

@ Movie Night
Lights, camera, fellowship! Join us on Friday,
March 13, at 6:30 p.m. at the AMEN House for
Movie Night. With two movies showing, there’s
sure to be something for everyone, whether you’re
in the mood for laughs, adventure, or a cozy night
out.

More to Look Forward To

e Friday Night Dinners continue on
March 27, come hungry and bring a friend!

e Keep an eye out for details on a mid-April
gathering featuring a special congregational
art project.

o Ifyou’re interested in helping with youth or
nursery volunteering, please contact the
church office for background check
information.

e Online Prayer Chain and Trivia Night details
coming soon, stay tuned!

MISSION AND JUSTICE COMMITTEE

By Donna Cook
Mission and Justice For All

“It was one of those March days when the sun
shines hot and the wind blows cold: when it is
summer in the light, and winter in the shade.” —
Charles Dickens, Great Expectations

It’s Women’s History Month & March 8 is
International Women’s Day. The theme this year
is RIGHTS. JUSTICE. ACTION. For ALL
Women and Girls. “No matter how deeply rooted
the sexism or how discouraging the politics, we
refuse to step back or abandon our mandate. Instead,
we climb together — fore rights and empowerment
of all women and girls.” Learn more here:
https://www.unwomen.org/en/news-
stories/announcement/2026/01/international-
womens-day-2026-rights-justice-action-for-all-
women-and-girls

Mr. Rogers Day is March 20. Be sure to print out
your coloring page attached to this newsletter or
pick one up at church.

Transgender Day of Visibility is March 31, a day
to celebrate and recognize the transgender people in
our churches and our communities. You can find
information about how you can support transgender
people in our community here
https://www.stlmetrotrans.org/

Isaiah 58 Ministries Shopping List
March 1 - sardines

March 8 - chili

March 15 - cooking oil - 48 oz or smaller
March 22 - shampoo

March 29 - Deluxe Mac & Cheese

April 5 - peanut butter or other nut butter
April 12 - shelf stable dry milk

April 19 - toilet paper or beef soup

April 26 - paper towels or chili

Whatever items you wish to share will be welcome!



https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/2612809
https://www.unwomen.org/en/news-stories/announcement/2026/01/international-womens-day-2026-rights-justice-action-for-all-women-and-girls
https://www.unwomen.org/en/news-stories/announcement/2026/01/international-womens-day-2026-rights-justice-action-for-all-women-and-girls
https://www.unwomen.org/en/news-stories/announcement/2026/01/international-womens-day-2026-rights-justice-action-for-all-women-and-girls
https://www.unwomen.org/en/news-stories/announcement/2026/01/international-womens-day-2026-rights-justice-action-for-all-women-and-girls
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MISSION AND JUSTICE COMMITTEE
(cont’d)

AMEN St. Louis
We have three groups scheduled for June this
summer at AMEN St. Louis, we’re going to gear up
and do some promoting and get July filled up as
well. A Facebook ad was launched this month, and
we are getting a few more inquires. Watch for more
details.

Watch the weekly update for more information.

Thank you to all of you, for all you do for the
Kingdom of God here on earth today.

“Be brave, not perfect.” — Reshma Saujani,
Founder, Girls Who Code

STEWARDSHIP AND PROPERTY
COMMITTEE

Submitted by Bob Ream

Stewardship and Property has three current projects
we are trying to resolve. They include:

e Repair of the church organ blow motor

e Boiler shut down problems

e Grant writing

As the weather permits, we’ll begin working on
both inside and outside repairs, re-caulking,
painting, and, as you’re probably aware of, our
continuing problems with leaky roofs.

We are happy to report that we are getting a new
color copier to replace the current black and white
copier that cannot be repaired. It is scheduled to be
up and running the first week in March.

So, while as we wait for the weather to improve, we
will be hosting our annual St. Patrick’s luncheon on
March15 and hope to see everyone there enjoying
the delicious corned beef prepared by Don Stanford!

—~

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING

SPECIAL OFFERINGS

HUNGER * DISASTER * DEVELOPMENT
On Easter, April 5, Oak Hill will receive donations
to the One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) which
is a special annual Christian offering traditionally
received during Lent. It brings churches together in
a shared act of compassion to support people facing
hunger, poverty, disaster, and displacement around
the world.
Gifts to this offering help fund:

o Disaster relief and recovery for communities
affected by floods, hurricanes, earthquakes, and
other crises.

o Hunger programs that provide food assistance
and support sustainable agriculture.

e Community development efforts that address
poverty and strengthen long-term self-
sufficiency.

e Refugee and migration ministries offering
shelter, advocacy, and essential support
services.

The offering is typically collected during the Lenten
season and through this shared act of generosity,
churches extend practical help and hope to
vulnerable neighbors both locally and globally.
You can place your offering in the offering plate in
the back of the sanctuary, give online, or you may
just send a donation to the church. Your check
should be marked, “One Great Hour of Sharing
Donation.”

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS

The following actions were reported or approved by
Session in their February 11, 2026, Stated Session
Meeting:

Average Worship attendance in person and on
Zoom in January was 50.

Membership as of January 31, 2026, was 112.
Session approved the 2025 Statistical Report.

Session approved changing the date of baptism for
Arlo Stewart from February 15 to March 22.

Session approved Pastor Wanda taking study leave
from March 2 to March 8.

Session approved giving the Stewardship and
Property Committee the authority to decide on the
cost to purchase or lease a new copier.
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BOOK CLUB

Submitted by Deb Wiethop

Club will meet at 6:30 p.m. on

Tuesday, March 10, at the Barrow
discuss  “The

residence  to
Correspondent: A

Novel” by

Virginia Evans. Exploring the

themes of aging, forgiveness and

memory, the novel tells the life story of a retired
lawyer through her letters and e-mails.

Please bring your dinner and join us.

If you want to join us by Zoom, we start discussing
the book about 7 p.m.: 259 777 226. Password:
Disciple (case sensitive).

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN

Submitted by Jan Stanford

Weather permitting, Circle 3 will meet on Thursday,
March 19, at 10 a.m. or whenever you can make it.
Bring a sandwich -- salad, chips, dessert, and coffee

will be provided.
—~
Bible \*
Readings oreheMonth
LECTIONARY FOR MARCH
Sunday, Gen. 12:1-4a and Psalm 121;
March 1 Rom. 4:1-5, 13-17; John 3:1-
17 or Matt. 17:1-9
Sunday, Ex. 17:1-7 and Psalm 95;
March 8 Rom. 5:1-11; John 4:5-42
Sunday, 1 Sam. 16:1-13 and Psalm 23;
March 15 Eph. 5:8-14; John 9:1-41
Sunday, Ezek. 37:1-14 and Psalm 130;
March 22 Rom. 8:6-11; John 11:1-45
Palm Sunday, Palms: Matt. 21:1-11 and
March 29 Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29

Passion: Isaiah 50:4-9a and
Psalm 31:9-16, Phil 2:5-11;
Matt. 26:14-27:66 or

Matt. 27:11-54

Monday of Holy
Week, March 30

Isaiah 42:1-9 and Psalm 36:5-
11; Heb. 9:11-15; John 12:1-
11

Oak Hill Presbyterian Church
4111 Connecticut Street
St. Louis, Missouri 63116-3926

(314) 664-5525
www.oakhillpcusa.org

office@oakhillpcusa.org

We are a welcoming congregation where visitors
are always expected!

Christian Education - 9:30 a.m.
(In person only)

Service of Worship
(In Person and on Zoom)
10:30 a.m.

The ministers of Oak Hill Church are its
members assisted by:

Rev. Wanda Lawry
Transitional Pastor

Rev. Dr. Alan Meyers
Parish Associate

Ms. Susan Brown
Minister of Music

Ms. Carole Adams
Secretary

Articles and photographs for
publication in the
Oak Hill News
need to be
submitted in writing
to the church office by the
3™ Monday of each month.

Tuesday of Holy
Week, March 31

Isaiah 49:1-7 and Psalm 71:1-
14; 1 Cor. 1:18-31;
John 12:20-36



http://www.forministry.com/63116OHPC
mailto:office@oakhillpcusa.org

