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With Jesus as our guide and community as onr goal, we worship, love, serve and grow

The Season of Lent begins with Ash Wednesday,
which is Wednesday, February 18, 2026. This year
we will once again be partnering with our
neighborhood congregations as we journey through
Lent. The Ash Wednesday service will be held at
7:00 p.m. at Oak Hill Presbyterian Church. Please
mark your calendars and plan to attend this moving
worship experience.

This year we will be offering a Lenten devotional

produced by Illustrated Ministry entitled “The Work

of Imagination.” Here is the description:
“Lent begins in the ashes, the questions, the
tension between love and loss. It does not rush
toward resolution, but invites us to slow down,
to turn with honesty, and to journey with Jesus
through wildness, confrontation and cross.
Along the way, we listen to voices from the
margins, learn from stories of resistance and
renewal, and remember that God meets us not in
strength, but in surrender. This is the work of
imagination to envision a world remade by
mercy, to trust that healing is possible even in
the shadow of empire, and to practice love that
outlasts despair. Lent calls us into this holy
labor—mnot as a solitary act, but as a communal
path toward transformation.”

Lent invites us to tell the truth with tenderness—to
notice what is broken and to trust that love is still at
work among us.

The Work of Imagination frames this season as a
shared journey of wonder and courage helping
communities of faith to confront despair, practice
justice, and hold hope with care. Rooted in
prophetic imagination this devotional will invite us
to engage with the stories from scripture and to
notice how love shows up.

Throughout the Season of Lent, we will also be
offering periodic opportunities to “walk through the
wilderness” at the Missouri Botanical Garden.”

We will also be providing opportunities to attend
local fish fry dinners together throughout the
season. Please be sure to check the Weekly Notice
for the dates and times for each of these gatherings.

Don’t miss our annual bowling gathering at the
Epiphany Lanes on February 1. It will be an
intergenerational event with food, prizes, and fun.
Be sure to invite a friend to join you!

Blessings and Peace,
Pastor Wanda

BEGINS
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FELLOWSHIP LUNCHEON

Mission and Justice have the coffee hour/monthly
luncheon for February!

We’ll be hosting the luncheon on the third
Sunday, February 15. Bring something you
LOVE! Your favorite casserole, side dish, salad, or
dessert--something you love to serve or make for
your family or that you love to eat! Yummy!

WORSHIP AND CHRISTIAN
EDUCATION COMMITTEE

Submitted by Matt Hanify
Worship
Welcome to Oak Hill Presbyterian Church. Nestled,
resting comfortably, curled up on the couch in the
living room that we call Tower Grove South, we’re
a growing, energetic group (sometimes we get
winded). In pursuit of our mission statement, “With
Jesus as our guide and community as our goal, we
worship, love, serve, and grow,” and with the
strength of our 130-year history, we’re looking to
make this particular piece of metaphorical furniture
a little bit better, a little bit cozier, maybe some new
pillows and a fleecy throw.
Sunday worship, 10:30 a.m., in person or on Zoom
(meeting ID 768 992 383)

Communion

Communion will be celebrated on Sunday,
February 1. It goes something like this: You come
up via the center aisle and grab a piece or two of
bread and a cup of juice. Feel free to eat your bread
while you head back to your seat (or any seat — we
don’t have assigned seats, so do your thing). Hold
onto the juice, and we will drink that as a group. For
a safer option cold and flu-wise, we offer individual,
hermetically sealed, individual cups shaped like tiny
hourglasses that contain both bread (gluten free) and
juice. You tear open the bread portion and dig in,
then open the other end and drink the juice. All are
welcome to partake. Yes, I mean you specifically.
We also offer in-home Communion for our
extended members. Please reach out to

Pastor Wanda or someone on our committee if one
of our extended members would like Communion in
their home, and we can schedule a time.

Sunday School — adult and youth

Both adult and youth Sunday school begins at
9:30 a.m. Kids join Miss Lisa and Miss Sarah in the
Large Assembly Room, which is directly beneath
the sanctuary. Adults head to the Theleos Classroom
to join Pastor Alan and Miss Donna. (You can
probably just call her Donna. I don’t know why I
wrote “Miss Donna,” but it’s already there, and I
don’t feel like going back and fixing it.) Now, you
might be thinking, “Well, I haven’t been attending
Sunday School so far. Would it be OK if I started
now?” Yes, unequivocally, yes, it would be OK.
Sunday School, 9:30 a.m. (no Zoom option for
Sunday school)

Childcare

Downstairs from the sanctuary is our Calming
Corner, a space off to the side where parents and
kids (and anybody, really) can go to just relax. There
are puzzles and books and toys. There is a large
television tuned into the service, so you can still
participate. There is a changing station. And if you
need someone to tell you where things are or just
help out a bit, let us know and we will send someone
down.

Wednesday Bible Study

The Bible study group is reading The Vision of
Ephesians: The Task of the Church and the Glory of
God, by N.T. Wright. Todd Still, Professor of
Christian Scriptures at Baylor University, writes “In
his exposition of Ephesians, Wright devotes
particular attention to the recurring themes of
worship, mission, unity, and holiness, which he
rightly regards to be constitutive of the vocation of
the church — a small working model of the new
creation. Here the literary beauty and theological
profundity of Ephesians are on full display.”
Everyone is always welcome to participate in Bible
study (even if you haven’t done the reading), but if
you want to know the reading assignment, contact
the church office or Pastor Alan.

Wednesday Bible Study, 11:00 a.m., Zoom (259
777 226, password Disciple)
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WORSHIP AND CHRISTIAN
EDUCATION COMMITTEE (cont’d)

Volunteering

If you were thinking that you might like to volunteer
to do something around here, well, we would like
that too. Official duties we have around here include
liturgist and greeter. Official qualifications for those
duties are nonexistent. Just ask around, and
someone will point you in the right direction. If you
see something else you might like to do, that’s fine.
If you just want to show up on Sunday, sing a little,
chat a little, then go home, that is also fine.

Choir

Chancel Choir rehearsal is Sunday mornings at
9:00 a.m. Like many things at Oak Hill, if you want
to participate, just show up. You don’t need an
audition song or an accompanist. Susan Brown,
Minister of Music, would love to have you. Just
show up.

Youth Group
Youth group has started up again. Please contact the
church office if you would like more information.

asicr

IS OPENING DAY!

Ash Wednesday (February 18): Last year, Ash
Wednesday was in March —

MARCH! Anyway, this year,

Oak Hill will be hosting the e

Ash  Wednesday service.

Brenda Booth, Isaiah 58
Executive Director, will be
preaching. We do these

services with various church
neighbors: St. John’s Episcopal, Compton Heights
Christian Church, etc.

Lenten devotionals: This year’s devotional from
[ustrated Ministry is “To Practice Love That
Outlasts Despair.” Copies will be available in

booklet form in the sanctuary. Feel free to pick one
up.

Wednesday services (February 25; March 4, 11,
18, 25): St. John’s Episcopal on Arsenal will be
offering weekly prayer services each Wednesday at
6:30 p.m. for those interested. For more details,
please visit the website towergrovechurch.org.

Easter flowers: If you wish to purchase an Easter
lily, please contact the church office for details. We
will have more information as we get closer to
Easter.

Palm Sunday (March 29): Please join us in making
crosses for Palm Sunday on Saturday, March 28, in
the Large Assembly Room under the sanctuary.

Maundy Thursday (April 2): Compton Heights
Christian Church will be hosting a Maundy
Thursday service at Power Creative, 3221 Oak Hill
(it’s literally two blocks south of here).

Good Friday (April 3): St. John’s Episcopal on
Arsenal will be hosting Good Friday service this
year.

Saturday Easter Vigil (April 4): Reserve yourself
an hour Saturday afternoon and evening from 1:00
to 9:00 p.m.to hold vigil for Christ’s return: pray,
light candles, ponder the Scripture, just sit there in
the silence and solitude of the sanctuary. Use our
Sign-up Genius (located in an orange box under the
“Worship” tab at our website, oakhillpcusa.org) to
sign up.

Easter Sunday (April 5): Two service options are
available. Our sunrise service, which begins at
6:30 a.m., is held outdoors on the front steps,
weather permitting, or inside in the narthex (the
main entrance of the church that faces Connecticut).
Communion will be offered. Our regular service,
which begins at regular time (10:30 a.m.), features
flowering of the cross. You can bring your own
flowers, and we will have available as well.
Communion will also be offered.
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EVANGELISM AND MEMBERSHIP
COMMITTEE

Submitted by Lori Mullins

BOWLING
Please join us with our youth on
Sunday, February 1, at Epiphany
Lanes for:
® Fellowship

Free bowling

Food

Fun

There is plenty of room for everyone.
Come on out, there’s no need to
RSVP. If you need a ride, call Josh
Smith ¥, 314.497.7417.

Sunday, February 1, 4:30 - 6:30 PM
Epiphany Lanes

3164 lvanhoe Ave, St. Louis, MO 63139

Save the Date for a Movie Night—
Sunday, March 6 details coming
soon.

A - Ask
S - Seek
K - Knock

In Matthew 7:7-8 Jesus reminds us of
the power and promise of prayer:
“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek,
and you will find; knock, and the door
will be opened to you.”

Let’s encourade and support one
another through prayer. Share your
prayer requests and lift up the needs
of our church family and wider
community. If you are interested in
joining the Oak Hill Online Prayer
Chain, contact E & M, and we will send
you an email invitation.

MISSION AND JUSTICE COMMITTEE

By Donna Cook
Mission and Justice For All

“Never forget that justice is what love looks
like in public.” — Cornel West

Our Mini-Micro Pantry is a huge success, thanks to
all of you and all of our neighbors. Folks are picking
up what they need for their families and other
community members are filling the cooler back up
again. If you’re interested, we need shelf stale items
(things that won’t break). We especially need
protein items. Canned meat and tuna, sardines,
chicken hearty soups, chili, bags of beans and pasta,
whatever you can spare. You can give them to Dena
at church or place them in the pantry. (Cooler in the
yard.) We store excess items separately from our
other food mission donations. Thanks to Dena for
coordinating the project and keeping the pantry
stocked.

In the meantime, as Dena was leaving the church
last week a neighbor drove up and got out and gave
her two turkeys for the party. Yes, turkey, frozen.
She chatted with the guy, and he agreed we could
cook them and use them in casseroles for lunches
for the Bounce Back Project and other meal needs.
They were extra gifts from work, and he’d already
had several.

Speaking of food mission. Dena was inspired to pull
together 130 breakfast sandwiches last month to
share with our partners at Tent Mission. She’s
working on getting coordinated to do some projects
with the church folks moving forward.

Isaiah 58 Ministries Shopping List

February 1 - Canned fruit or oatmeal
February 8 - your favorite seasoning or spice
February 15 - deodorant

February 22 - oatmeal or multipurpose cleaner

March 1 - sardines

March 8 - chili

March 15 - cooking oil -48 oz or smaller
March 22 - shampoo

March 29 - Deluxe Mac & Cheese
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MISSION AND JUSTICE COMMITTEE
(cont’d)

AMEN St. Louis
We have three groups scheduled for June this
summer at AMEN St. Louis. We’re going to gear up
and do some promoting and get July filled up as
well. More information to follow.

Watch the weekly update for more information.

Thank you to all of you, for all you do for the
Kingdom of God here on earth today.

“There are two ways of exerting one’s strength
one is pushing down, the other is pulling up.”
— Booker T. Washington

STEWARDSHIP AND PROPERTY
COMMITTEE

Submitted by Bob Ream

There are always plenty of projects for Stewardship

and Property. As we go into the New Year, we are

in the process of prioritizing those projects that have

already made our list and deciding where to start.

Our current projects include the following:

e Replacement of the nonfunctional AC units

e Replacement of the Educational Building roof
(including the deteriorated parapet wall adjacent
to the AC units)

e Repair of shingles on the roof of the Sanctuary
Building

e Plaster repairs in both the Sanctuary and
Educational Building

e Repainting throughout the property

e Repair of the church organ blow motor

e Junk removal and reorganization of spaces

These projects don’t even include the day-to-day
maintenance problems that arise and need to be
handled immediately. (Especially those involving
no heat or water leaks.) And, as the weather
permits, we’ll address outside repairs, re-caulking
and repainting of doors and trim as well as
developing solutions for the most uneven areas of
sidewalk.

If anyone has a special talent for working with our
committee on so-called maintenance projects,

please let someone on our committee know. We can
always use extra help.

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS

The following actions were reported or approved by
Session in their January 14, 2026, Stated Session
Meeting.

Average Worship attendance in person and on
Zoom in December was 65.

Membership as of December 31, 2025, was 112.

Budget vs. Actual Income and Expense Summary
for December and Year-to-Date 2025

2025 YTD
December Total
Income

General $23,173.53 $201,505.54
Investment Income $20,000.00 $ 80,094.09
Total Actual $43,173.53 $281,599.63
General $24,681.63 $187,565.00
Investment Income $20,000.00 | $ 80,000.00
Total Budgeted $44,681.63 $267,565.00
Over (Under) Budget ($1,508.10) | $ 14,034.63

Expenses
Actual $19,220.82 $289,019.13
Budgeted $22,768.66 $288,734.00
Over (Under) Budget | (83,547.84) | §  285.13
Net Revenue/(Loss) $23,952.71 ($7,419.50)

Session elected Brent Crittenden as Treasurer.
Session elected Carole Adams as Clerk of Session.

Session approved rotating elders to serve as Oak
Hill’s commissioners to the Presbytery of Giddings-
Lovejoy in 2026.

Session elected Donna Cook and Lori Mullins to
serve as representatives from session on the 2026
Nominating Committee with Donna serving as
chair.

Session approved the baptism of Arlo Stewart,
son of Cody Stewart and Claudia Brown, on
February 15, 2026.
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS (cont’d)

Session approved a motion to change the date for
the January Stated Congregational Meeting to
February 1. The motion to suspend the church’s
bylaws to allow for this change was taken to the
congregation and approved on December 21, 2025.

Following the December 10 Stated Session
Meeting, Session electronically approved the final
budget for 2026 (as sent to them). It included
$277,901 (General-Church), $38,634 (AMEN
House), for a total budget of $316,535.

BOOK CLUB

Submitted by Deb Wiethop
Book club will meet at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday,
February 10, at the Barrow residence to discuss
“The Instrumentalist” by Harriet Constable. The
historical fiction novel is inspired by the true story
of Anna Maria della Pieta, a musical prodigy from
18th century Venice who studied under Antonio
Vivaldi.
Please bring your dinner and join us.
Discussion of the book begins about 7 p.m. on
Zoom: 259 777 226. Password: Disciple (case
sensitive).

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
Submitted by Jan Stanford

Weather permitting, Circle 3 will meet on Thursday,
February 19, in the Theleos Room at 10 a.m. or
whenever you can make it. Bring your lunch --
coffee will be provided.

LECTIONARY FOR FEBRUARY

Sunday, Mic. 6:1-8 and Psalm 15;
February 1 1 Cor. 1:18-31; Matt. 5:1-12
Sunday, Isaiah 58:1-9a (9b-12) and
February 8 Psalm 112:1-9 (10);
1 Cor. 2:1-12 (13-16);
Matt. 5:13-20
Sunday, Ex. 24:12-18 and Psalm 2 or
February 15 Psalm 99; 2 Peter 1:16-21;
Matt. 17:1-9
Ash Wednesday, Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 or
February 18 Isaiah 58:1-12 and

Psalm 51:1-17;
2 Cor. 5:20b-6:10;
Matt. 6:1-6, 16-21

Sunday, Gen. 2:15-17, 3:1-7 and Psalm
February 22 32; Rom. 5:12-19;
Matt. 4:1-11
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If God Had Voicemail

Have you ever wondered what would happen if God
used voicemail to handle all our prayers?

Let’s imagine it for a moment.

| had just finished gossiping and wanted to confess,
so | got ready to pray—or rather, to “call.”
Immediately, a voice answered:

“You've reached the throne room of Heaven, the
Prayer Department. All of our representatives are
currently assisting other callers. Your call is
important to us, and we want to help you. Please
stay on the line, and your request will be answered
in the order it was received.”

Soft music plays. Then another message comes
on:

“Listen carefully to the following options and press
the appropriate number.

Press 1 for prayer for a loved one.

Press 2 for prayer for your church.

Press 3 to give thanks.

Press 4 to confess sins.

Press 5 for salvation.

Press 6 for physical needs.

To repeat this menu, press 9.”

Since | had a sin to confess, | pressed 4.
Another voice responded cheerfully:

“We’re so glad to help you with your confession of
sins. Please select from the following options:

If you cursed, press 1.

If you yelled at your spouse or another family
member, press 2.

If you gossiped, press 3...”

The list went on and on.

About then | decided to hang up and keep on
gossiping. But then | remembered what the Bible
says about God and how he attends to our needs.
He doesn’t route our prayers through a heavenly
call center or put us on hold. We don’t get busy
signals, menus or automated voices.

Instead, our Father listens instantly, personally, and
lovingly. Instead of a voice mail system, he says,
“Before they call | will answer; while they are yet
speaking | will hear.” (Isaiah 65:24)

Oak Hill Presbyterian Church
4111 Connecticut Street
St. Louis, Missouri 63116-3926

(314) 664-5525
www.oakhillpcusa.org

office@oakhillpcusa.org

We are a welcoming congregation where visitors
are always expected!

Christian Education - 9:30 a.m.
(In person only)

Service of Worship
(In Person and on Zoom)
10:30 a.m.

The ministers of Oak Hill Church are its
members assisted by:

Rev. Wanda Lawry
Transitional Pastor

Rev. Dr. Alan Meyers
Parish Associate

Ms. Susan Brown
Minister of Music

Ms. Carole Adams
Secretary

Articles and photographs for
publication in the
Oak Hill News
need to be
submitted in writing
to the church office by the
3" Monday of each month.
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