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With Jesus as our guide and community as our goal, we worship, love, serve and grow

 

 

 

 

The Epiphany of our Lord is celebrated on     

January 6, but it can be celebrated on the second 

Sunday of Christmas, which is what our 

congregation is doing this year on Sunday,     

January 4. 

 

When you think about it, celebrating Epiphany is a 

great way to begin a new year because this story is 

about people going on a journey to see Jesus, which 

is a great metaphor for all people of faith.  We are 

all on a journey.  In fact, we are on this journey 

together.  To find Jesus and to worship his life is a 

journey, and our life as Christians is a journey of 

faith. 

 

It's true that the Magi are first led by a star and I love 

that, in part because it teaches us that God starts with 

people where they are.  The Magi were astrologers, 

people who studied the stars.  So, God sent them a 

new star.  I believe that God can use almost any 

event in life, good or bad, to get us on our way, in 

search of our Savior.  Once the Magi are on their 

way, they need a little more help.  So, they consult 

the chief priests and scribes, people who knew 

God’s word to help them.  The same is true for us.  

If we want to find the Christ Child, we need God’s 

word and we need each other. 

 

Finally, the Magi leave Jerusalem and follow the 

star to Bethlehem where they find Jesus with his 

mother Mary.  They kneel down to worship him.  

They have come all this way for one reason.  To 

worship the newborn king. 

 

They did not come with any kind of agenda.  They 

simply came to honor him and to offer him gifts.  

It’s a beautiful description of worship, when you 

think about it.  We come without any kind of 

agenda.  But to simply worship Jesus and to offer 

him our gifts of love and service. 

 

As you and I travel through the new year together, 

may the one who created the stars, and gave us the 

Son, bless us and keep us, may the Lord’s face shine 

upon us with grace and mercy; may the Lord look 

upon us with favor, and give us peace. 

 

Blessings, grace and peace, 

Pastor Wanda 
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FELLOWSHIP LUNCHEON 

The Stewardship and Property Committee will host 

a potluck luncheon on Sunday, January 18, 

following worship.  They are asking the 

congregation to bring food items that celebrate the 

various traditions of the New Year.  

 

2026  

 
The Youth Kickoff will be held on Sunday,  

January 11, from 5:00 to 6:30 p.m. at the AMEN 

House. 
 

All youth grades 6-12 are invited to attend.  There 

will be pizza and goodies and games. 
 

Our middle school Youth Director is Casey Finan.  

Our high school Youth Director is Travis Hall. 
 

The youth will meet again on Sunday, January 15, 

from 5:00 to 6:30 p.m. 
 

Please put these dates on your calendars. 

 

WORSHIP AND CHRISTIAN 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE  

Submitted by Matt Hanify 
 

Worship 

Happy New Year from Oak Hill Presbyterian! We 

hope you had a joyous Christmas. Advent is in the 

rearview mirror, things are put away and as 

organized as they can be, and now we move into 

Epiphany, celebrating the visit from the Magi. 

We’re glad to see you here. You look fantastic. 

Welcome, welcome, welcome! 

Sunday worship, 10:30 a.m., in person or on Zoom 

(meeting ID 768 992 383) 

 

Communion  

Communion will be celebrated on Sunday,    

January 4. All are welcome at the Lord’s table – 

seriously, we mean everyone. Grab a pre-sliced 

portion of bread and a tiny cup of juice. Start with 

the bread right away, and we generally partake in 

the juice together (but if you don’t, it’s no big deal). 

If you prefer a gluten-free option, or if you prefer a 

safer option from a cold-and-flu perspective, we 

also offer individual Communion units with juice on 

one end and a piece of bread on the other. But to 

reiterate, everyone is invited. 

If you know anyone who might wish for in-home 

Communion for an extended member, let us know, 

and we can schedule a time. Please reach out to 

Pastor Wanda (wanda.lawry@oakhillpcusa.org) or 

someone on our committee. 

 

Sunday School – adult and youth 

Children’s Sunday school starts up again on  

January 4 at 9:30 in the morning, downstairs in the 

Large Assembly Room. Miss Lisa and Miss Sarah 

are working with the children through Feasting on 

the Word. If you are a first-time student, welcome. 

The only prerequisites are show up, participate, 

have fun, and grab a snack if you need. 

 

Adult Sunday School also starts back up on   

January 4, also at 9:30 in the morning. But it meets 

in the Theleos Room, which is downstairs in our 

main building. The prerequisites here, much like the 

youth class, are show up, participate, have fun, and 

grab a snack if you need.   

Sunday School, 9:30 a.m. (no Zoom option for 

Sunday School this year) 

 

Calming Corner 

Directly downstairs from the sanctuary, in the Large 

Assembly Room, near where our young people 

engage in Sunday School, is our Calming Corner, a 

place for people who might need a little break. You 

can’t miss it – there’s a large screen television 

fastened to the wall, and the only channel is the 

upstairs service. We also have books and games and 

toys and a changing station, and we’re happy to send 

one of our older students downstairs with you to 

show you around and keep you company, show you 

where the best restroom facilities are. 

 

Wednesday Bible Study 

On January 7, Wednesday Bible Study kicks off 

with a new book, The Vision of Ephesians: The Task 

of the Church and the Glory of God, by N.T. Wright. 

One of the world’s leading New Testament scholars, 

Wright is the former bishop of Durham, England, a 

Lord Spiritual (cool title, right?) in UK Parliament  
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WORSHIP AND CHRISTIAN 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE  

from 2003 to 2010, and a senior research fellow at 

Wycliffe Hall, Oxford University. If you would like 

to participate, please contact the church office or our 

Parish Associate, Pastor Alan. Everyone is always 

welcome to participate in Bible study (even if you 

haven’t done the reading). 

Wednesday Bible Study, 11:00 a.m., Zoom (259 

777 226, password Disciple)  

 

Volunteering 

Usually, this section of the newsletter asks for 

volunteers. I also make it clear that nobody is 

required to volunteer – that would be a contradiction 

in terms. So let me take this incredibly valuable 

newsletter space to thank all of you who do so much 

to keep things running around here. The building’s 

old and has its hiccups, but who doesn’t? But you 

keep things running, upstairs and downstairs. You  

are always so generous with your time, so willing to 

pitch in. I am extremely grateful for all that you do.  

 

Choir 

Chancel Choir rehearses Sunday morning at         

9:00 a.m. in the choir room. If you want to be a part 

of this, either show up on Sunday morning at              

9 o’clock where people are singing, or contact 

Susan Brown, Minister of Music, to get more 

information. 

  

Youth group 

Our youth group is back up and running. We have 

two (that’s right, two) youth group codirectors (I 

know one of their names but not the other – I keep 

calling him “Travis something” – so it’s better that 

I don’t use either name until I get my act together). 

And we will be dividing the group into roughly 

middle school and high school groups. Things will 

be kicking off in January. Contact the Oak Hill 

office for more information.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EVANGELISM AND MEMBERSHIP 

COMMITTEE 

Submitted by Lori Mullins 

 

Bowling for glory (and fun) 
 

 
Oak Hill's annual bowling outing is happening again 

Sunday, February 1, from 4:30 - 6:30 PM at 

Epiphany Lanes.  Free bowling!  There may be 

prizes!! 

We usually provide some light snacks, and 

Epiphany has a well stocked classic concession 

stand if you'd like to purchase drinks or other 

goodies. 

 

Epiphany Lanes 

3164 Ivanhoe Ave 

St. Louis, MO 63139 

 

We will again invite our neighborhood youth group 

to join us.  Please feel free to invite friends or 

family! 

If you would like a ride to the bowling, please 

coordinate with Josh Smith 314.497.7417. 

 

Coffee Hour (Fellowship Time) Schedule 

 

Month Host Committee 

January Stewardship and Property 

February Mission and Justice 

March Stewardship and Property 

April Evangelism and Membership 

May Worship and Christian Education 

June Stewardship and Property 

July Mission and Justice 

August Evangelism and Membership 

September Worship and Christian Education 

October Worship and Christian Education 

November Mission and Justice 

December Evangelism and Membership 
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MISSION AND JUSTICE COMMITTEE 

By Donna Cook 

Mission and Justice for All 

“Be at war with your vices, at peace with your 

neighbors, and let every new year find you a 

better person.”  – Benjamin Franklin   

 

Our Mini-Micro Pantry continues to be well 

received by the neighborhood. Folks have been 

dropping off a lot of great canned and packaged 

goods and other items, and neighbors seem to be 

helping themselves to needed items. Thank you to 

all who have dropped off items and blessings to 

folks who are in need, we are glad we are able to 

help. If you’d like to donate specifically for this 

project, we need proteins and shelf stable items. We 

think we’ll put a box somewhere. (Yes, another 

one!) The Bounce Back Program received a tasty 

lunch of meatloaf, mashed potatoes, and mixed 

veggies on December 11. Thanks to Dena Roper, 

our Hunter Action Coordinator who often cooks, 

packs and delivers. (True confessions, sometimes 

there’s short notice or immediately available food to 

share and there’s no time to round up the usual 

suspects who pitch in.) Was that a giant run-on 

sentence? 

 

Here’s what’s needed for January/February at 

Isaiah 58 Ministries: 

January 4 - canned soup with meat (no extra 

water needed) 

January 11 - fruit cocktail 

January 18 - facial tissues 

January 25 - hot chocolate, coffee, or tea 

 

February 1 - oatmeal 

February 8 - salt free seasoning  

February 15 - sardines 

February 22 - bar soap 

 

Currently, Isaiah 58’s greatest needs are: Beef 

Soup, Chili, Fruit, Vegetables, Pasta sauce (no 

glass, please) 

 

Thank you to everyone who donated gifts for the 

Isaiah 58 Holiday Gift Store! A special shout out to 

Georgia Smith! And thanks to Craig and Megan 

Jung for delivering our Isaiah 58 Ministry 

donations.  

Watch for opportunities to make sandwiches and 

casseroles for our unhoused neighbors. Check with 

Dena Roper for details. 

 

Thank you to everyone for your donations to our 

Christmas Bake and Crafts Sale. And for your 

purchases. Over $400 was raised through the sale. 

Proceeds will be used to stock our mini-micro 

pantry located in front of AMEN House and to fund 

purchases of supplies for our Bounce Back Lunch 

donations and other Hunger Action needs in the 

community. A special thanks to Karen Ziegler for 

the donation of her beautiful handmade Hungry 

Caterpillar Quilt, perfect for a Hunger Action fund 

raiser. Thank you to Brian Heuckroth for being the 

high bidder on the quilt. Be sure to ask Brian to tell 

you the story about what motivated him to purchase 

the quilt! And a double thank you to Craig Jung 

who bought up all of the remaining cookies and then 

delivered them to Larry Gray on the North Side. 

Larry has been out with his grill preparing meals for 

the community since the tornado struck the North 

Side in May 2025. Thanks to Larry, too! Great work 

all around everyone!  

 

January 19 marks the birthday of the Rev.        

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. It’s a time to 

remember and live out Dr. King’s commitment 

to Building Beloved Communities and work to 

Dismantle Structural Racism.  

A beloved community is one in which people relate 

in just siblinghood with one another, recognizing 

and valuing racial and ethnic difference while 

honoring each other and living together for the 

common good/kin-dom of God. Racism is a sin. We 

are all created in God's image and called to love God 

with all our heart, mind and strength, and our 

neighbor as ourselves. Racism in the U.S. is more 

than an individual's beliefs and attitudes; it is a 

socially constructed system. The PC(USA) is 

strongly committed to the struggle for racial justice 

and recommends visiting the Racial Equity 

Ministry.  Click here for self-study resources. 

https://pcusa.org/resources-self-study-racism 

 

 

 

 

https://pcusa.org/how-we-serve/inclusion-equity/racial-equity-ministry
https://pcusa.org/how-we-serve/inclusion-equity/racial-equity-ministry
https://pcusa.org/resources-self-study-racism
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MISSION AND JUSTICE COMMITTEE 

(cont’d) 

 

“Everybody can be great…because anybody can 

serve. You don’t have to have a college degree to 

serve. You don’t have to make your subject and 

verb agree to serve. You only need a heart full of 

grace. A soul generated by love.” 

From Dr. King’s 1968 "The Drum Major 

Instinct" sermon. 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP AND PROPERTY 

COMMITTEE 

Submitted by Bob Ream 

 

Greetings from the S&P Committee! 

 

We’re taking a break from interior projects likely to 

leave a mess prior to holiday events at OHPC.  Most 

of the exterior projects (woodwork repairs, painting, 

recaulking, and concrete work) are similarly on hold 

until warmer weather arrives.  Junk removal from 

Education Building rooms #6 and #7 has also 

slowed but will pick back up after the holiday 

season. 

 

We did have American Boiler & Mechanical 

examine the Sanctuary Building boiler and flush out 

the low water sensor, thought to be the source of last 

winter’s frequent shutdowns.  Hopefully, this will 

result in uninterrupted heating this winter.  The 

church has again contracted with a snow removal 

service to address those snowfalls that could impact 

safe access to the parking lot and buildings.  Water 

to the outdoor hose spigot was turned off and pipes 

in the unheated gym have been covered with 

thermostat-controlled heating tape. 

 

The Sanctuary organ is still nonfunctional; we are 

waiting for Fielder Electric to receive a specialized 

part appears to be problematic and helps to control 

the bellows motor.  Appreciate everyone’s patience 

with this.  

 

Finally, the architect hired to provide us with 

schematic drawings of reimagined church spaces 

has submitted a first draft for review.  Exciting news 

that impacts not only the congregation’s vision for 

redeveloping our physical space, but also our 

application for the Missouri Historic Tax Credit 

Program (to extend our financial resources) and 

redefining our place in the surrounding community.    

 

Respectfully, 

Bob Ream 

Chair, Stewardship and Property Committee 

 

 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 

The following actions were reported or approved by 

Session in their December 10, 2025, Stated Session 

Meeting. 

Average Worship attendance in person and on 

Zoom in November was 56.   

Membership as of November 30, 2025, was 111.  

Budget vs. Actual Income and Expense Summary 

for November and Year-to-Date 2025 

 
   

November 

2025 YTD    

     Total 

Income   

  General  $18,393.12 $182,914.30 

  Investment Income  $              - $  60,094.09 

     Total Actual  $18,393.12 $243,008.39 

  General  $18,016.67 $144,866.70 

  Investment Income  $              - $  60,000.00 

    Total Budgeted  $18,016.67 $204,866.70 

Over (Under) Budget  $     376.45 $  38,141.69 

   

Expenses     

 Actual   $15,928.91 $268,977.62 

 Budgeted  $22,805.94 $265,965.34 

 Over (Under) Budget   ($6,879.03) $    3,012.28 

     

Net Revenue/(Loss)   $  2,466.21 ($25,969.23) 

 

Session approved Kevin Romine as an active 

member by Baptism and Profession of Faith.  

 

Session approved the baptisms of Lacey Roberts 

and Kevin Romine on December 21, 2025. 

 

Session approved Pastor Wanda taking a Study 

Leave from January 21 to 28, 2026. 
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS (cont’d)  

 

Session approved a motion to change the date for 

the January Stated Congregational Meeting to 

February 1.  The motion to suspend the church’s 

bylaws to allow for this change was taken to the 

congregation and approved on December 21, 2025. 

 

Following the December 10 Stated Session 

Meeting, meeting, Session electronically approved 

the final budget for 2026 (as sent to them).  It 

included $277,901 (General-Church), $38,634 

(AMEN House), for a total budget of $316,535. 

 

 

UNDER THE OAK TREE 

 

Congratulations to Josh, Ariel and Jack Foland upon 

the birth of their son and brother, Robin, who was 

born on December 4, 2025. 

BOOK CLUB 

Submitted by Deb Wiethop 

Book club will meet at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, 

January 13, at the Barrow residence to watch the 

movie “The Thursday Murder Club” (2025) based 

on the first in a series of best-selling murder 

mysteries by Richard Osman. 

Please bring your dinner and join us.  We would 

love for you to participate in 2026. 

You may help us pick books starting at 7 p.m.: 

259 777 226 (password Disciple: case sensitive). 
 
 

 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 

Submitted by Jan Stanford 

Weather permitting, Circle 3 will meet on Thursday, 

January 15, in the Theleos Room at 10 a.m. or 

whenever you can make it. Bring your lunch -- 

coffee and dessert will be provided. 

Scenes from Oak Hill 
Mission & Justice Cookie Sale 

 
 

December Luncheon 
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Baptisms of Lacey Roberts  

Kevin Romine 

 
 

Christmas Carolers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Christmas Story 

(The Grinch vs the Manger) 

Our 

A version of the manger scene, complete with 

actual baby. 

 

Many of the Whos in Whoville. 

 

Cindy Lou Who catches the Grinch red-handed. 
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The Grinch and his trusty steed, Max. 

 

 

 

LECTIONARY FOR JANUARY 

Sunday, 

January 4 

Jer. 31:7-14 and  

Psalm 147:12-20; Eph. 1:3-14; 

John 1:(1-9) 10-18 

Wednesday, 

January 6, 

Epiphany of 

the Lord 

Isaiah 60:1-6 and Psalm 72:1-

7, 10-14; Eph. 3:1-12; 

Matt. 2:1-12 

Sunday, 

January 11 

Isaiah 42:1-9 and Psalm 29; 

Acts 10:34-41; Matt. 3:13-17 

Sunday, 

January 18 

Isaiah 49:1-7 and Psalm 40:1-

11, 1 Cor. 1:1-9; John 1:29-42 

Sunday, 

January 25 

Isaiah 9:1-4 and Psalm 27:1, 

4-9; 1 Cor. 1:10-18; Matt. 

4:12-23 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Oak Hill Presbyterian Church 

4111 Connecticut Street 

St. Louis, Missouri 63116-3926 

(314) 664-5525 

www.oakhillpcusa.org 

office@oakhillpcusa.org 

We are a welcoming congregation where visitors 

are always expected!  

 

Christian Education - 9:30 a.m. 

(In person only) 
 

Service of Worship 

(In Person and on Zoom) 

10:30 a.m. 

 

The ministers of Oak Hill Church are its 

members assisted by: 
 

Rev. Wanda Lawry 

Transitional Pastor 
 

Rev. Dr. Alan Meyers 

Parish Associate 
 

Ms. Susan Brown 

Minister of Music 

 

Ms. Carole Adams 

Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Articles and photographs for 

publication in the  

Oak Hill News  

need to be 

 submitted in writing 

to the church office by the 

3rd Monday of each month. 

http://www.forministry.com/63116OHPC
mailto:office@oakhillpcusa.org

