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With Jesus as our guide and community as onr goal, we worship, love, serve and grow

from the / The season of Advent is a
P ASTO R sacred time of anticipation,
e reflection, and preparation for

the celebration of Jesus
Christ’s birth. Advent is observed with devotion,
prayer and meditation, allowing believers to focus
on spiritual growth, gratitude, and hope. Advent
offers a unique opportunity to reconnect with faith,
slow down from daily distractions, and embrace the
spiritual significance of the season.

One of our traditions at Oak Hill is providing short
Advent devotionals during the season. They will be
available on the first Sunday of Advent. Engaging
in Advent devotions offers numerous spiritual
emotional and practical benefits including:

e Enhanced connection with God through daily
prayer and scripture reflection.

e Heightened awareness of the spiritual
significance of Advent.

e Increased mindfulness and intentionality in
daily life; opportunities for personal growth
and transformation; and strengthened faith
community through shared readings and
discussion.

By dedicating time to read the devotions, I hope that
you will create a rhythm of spiritual practice that
prepares your heart for the joy of Christmas while
fostering gratitude and awareness throughout the
season. Please be sure to pick up your Advent
devotional entitled: “What Do You Fear?”

I also encourage you to make attending worship a
priority during the seasons of Advent and Christmas
in person or online.

Every week something very special is planned for
our Advent worship celebrations. Please see
page 2 for more information. Be sure to invite a
family member or friend to come with you.

I hope that you will also plan to attend the Christmas
Eve Candlelight Service on Wednesday December
24, at 6:00 p.m. It is an inspirational service filled
with beautiful music and the promises of scripture
entitled, “Lessons and Carols.”

As we prepare to close the year 2025, I would like
to thank you for your steadfast faithfulness and
dedication to the Lord and to the Oak Hill
Presbyterian Church. Thank you for sharing your
gifts of time, talents, and treasures with the church.
Amazing things are happening at Oak Hill.

May you experience the fullness of God’s hope,
peace, joy, and love throughout this Season of
Advent and as we celebrate the birth of the Christ
Child.

Blessings and Peace,
Pastor Wanda
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FELLOWSHIP LUNCHEON

The Evangelism and Membership Committee will
host a luncheon of "Roast Beast" on Sunday,
December 14, in celebration of our Grinch-y
Christmas story. Those who are able, please bring
a pot roast, a side, or a dessert to share. Their
committee will provide an assortment of other
roasted "beast" to help kick it off.

WORSHIP AND CHRISTIAN
EDUCATION COMMITTEE

Submitted by Matt Hanify

Cobelvont Setiodvle
Advent is here. In fact, it actually started in
November. Below is some important information
regarding the Advent season:

e Advent devotionals: This year’s devotional,
“What do you fear?”” comes from
sanctifiedart.org. This devotional frames the
story of Jesus “In the time of Herod,” a world
filled with rampant oppression, economic
disparity, uncertainty, and instability. Yet
Joseph and Mary, the shepherds, the magi do
not deny their fears — they move through them.
Devotionals will be available in the back of the
sanctuary.

o Poinsettias: Poinsettias are again available for
ordering. They cost $20. Order forms are
available in the back of the sanctuary and
orders are due by December 10. Information
on ordering a plant was in the November 23
Weekly Notice. Plants will be set up for
worship on December 21 and December 24.

e December 7 — second Sunday of Advent. We
will celebrate the Sacraments of Baptism and
Communion.

e December 14 - children’s Christmas
program: This year’s presentation is “The
Heart of Christmas” and will feature the Grinch
working through the manger story. It’s also not
specifically for or performed by children.

Anyone can participate. Just ask Pastor Wanda.
Afterwards, we will be hosting a potluck
downstairs featuring roast beast.

e December 21 — Christmas Cantata: The
cantata, “A Christmas Story,” is an entire
service delivered musically — our Chancel
Choir features heavily in this.

e December 24 — Christmas Eve: This service,
which begins at 6:00 in the evening, is a
“candlelight” service, after which we retire to
the Large Assembly Room downstairs for an
appetizer potluck. As always, everyone is
welcome, i.e., you do not have to bring a dish
to share in order to join us.

e December 28: While not officially in Advent,
this service is held in the basement. It will be a
breakfast potluck (we potluck a lot), and it’s
sufficiently casual that if you happened to show
up in sweatpants and a bathrobe, nobody would
think twice about it.

-
Worship
It’s Advent at QOak Hill Presbyterian Church.
Advent’s four themes — hope, peace, joy, and love —
guide us and inspire us and comfort us. We’re
grateful for Advent. We’re grateful for this space,
and the time we spend here, and the work we do
here. We’re grateful for the community and the
fellowship and, yes, even the coffee. And we’re
grateful that you have found your way here to join
us. Welcome!
Sunday worship, 10:30 a.m., in person or on Zoom
(meeting ID 768 992 383)

Communion

Communion will be celebrated on Sunday,
December 7. Everyone is invited. We offer pre-
sliced portions of bread and juice in separate
containers. If you prefer a gluten-free option, or if
you prefer a pandemically safer option (it is the
cold-and-flu season), we also offer individual
Communion units with juice on one end and a piece
of bread on the other. But to reiterate, everyone is
invited.

We also offer in-home Communion for our
extended members. Please let us know if one of our
extended members would like Communion in their
home, and we can schedule a time. Please reach out
to Pastor Wanda (wanda.lawry@oakhillpcusa.org)
Or someone on our committee.
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WORSHIP AND CHRISTIAN
EDUCATION COMMITTEE (cont’d)

Sunday School—adult and youh

For youth Sunday school, the children, from
preschool through eighth grade, meet in the Large
Assembly Room, directly below the sanctuary,
starting at or around 9:30 a.m. Miss Lisa and
Miss Sarah will be happy to see you, and since
you’re in the Large Assembly Room, you will have
easy access to snacks.

Adult Sunday School meets at 9:30 a.m. in the
Theleos Room, which is downstairs in our main
building. Pastor Alan and Donna Cook lead the
group in explorations and discussions. And while
the snack access is a bit more complicated, you can
still grab something if you need it.

Note: No Sunday school (adults or youth) on
December 14, 21, and 28.

Calming Corner

Directly downstairs from the sanctuary, in the Large
Assembly Room, wedged between a couple of
bookcases, is our Calming Corner. (I wanted to call
it the Bookcase Space, but I was outvoted, and as
Presbyterians, we respect the vote.) You can’t miss
it — there’s a large screen fastened to the wall, and
the only channel is the upstairs service. If you or
your child needs a quick moment (or a not-so-quick
moment), come downstairs. The TV allows you to
follow the service. There are toys and books and
rocking chairs and generally a space to just be.

Wednesday Bible Study

The latest book for Wednesday Bible Study is 4
Child is Born: A Beginner’s Guide to Nativity
Stories, by Amy-Jill Levine. The book discusses the
births of Isaac and Ishmael, Samson, and Samuel to
reveal how they foreshadow the Christmas story.
Tamara K. Gieselman, Vice President of Education
(North America) for the United Methodist Church,
calls A Child is Born “a masterclass: a literary
ultrasound that explores the ancient and often
turbulent roots of nativity stories.” If you would like
to participate, please contact the church office or our
Parish Associate, Pastor Alan. Everyone is always
welcome to participate in Bible study (even if you
haven’t done the reading).

Note: No classes December 24 and 31.
Wednesday Bible Study, 11:00 a.m., Zoom (259
777 226, password Disciple)

Volunteering

We are in regular need of people to help out around
here. The church needs greeters and liturgists. The
choir always welcomes new voices. And not one of
these roles requires church membership. Believe
me, we’re happy you’re here and reading this and
have decided to spend time with us. But should you
feel the pull of wanting to do more, we welcome that
as well. On the church website (oakhillpcusa.org) is
an orange box that contains a link to our Sign-Up
Genius page, where you can self-assign roles for
yourself as you see fit. Or feel free to speak to
anyone around here, and we will be happy to point
you in the right direction.

Choir

Chancel choir rehearses Sunday morning, 9:00, in
the choir room. Advent’s coming, so they are going
to be busy getting ready. And if you want to be a
part of this, either show up on Sunday morning,
9:00, where people are singing, or contact Susan
Brown, Minister of Music, to get more information.

Oak Hill Presbyterian Picnic Blankets—

Perfect Christmas Gifts!
Display your Oak Hill Presbyterian pride
wherever you go. Make your next outdoor
adventure more comfortable and stylish with
our fold-up picnic blankets, beautifully
decorated with the Oak Hill Presbyterian logo,
letting everyone know you’re part of this
vibrant, caring community. They make
fantastic gifts for church members, loved
ones, or anyone who enjoys spending time
outdoors.

Pick up your Oak Hill Presbyterian picnic
blanket today and get ready to enjoy the fresh
air in style! Blankets are $25.00 and are
available after service each Sunday. Email or
talk to Lisa Thompson, if interested.

@AKHILL

PRESBYtERIAN CHURCH
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EVANGELISM AND MEMBERSHIP
COMMITTEE

Submitted by Lori Mullins
~ Hike at Queeny Park

It was a beautiful day for a fall hike in Queeny
Park. We walked the trails, took in the beauty of the
fall color, and even sampled some native service
berries (not recommended without sugar). Come
and join us next fall, and if you have a favorite spot
you like to hike, let us know and we will try it out!

"HERE WE COME 8-CRROLINGY"
We will sing merrily for the neighborhood on

Sunday, December 21, at 3:00 PM. Song sheets are
provided, and we will have cocoa and
marshmallows to add to the cheer. Please wear a
Christmas hat or scarf (or just a nice warm coat) and
come join us. We will carol until about 4:30 PM.

Christmas Gifts
Please help send love and share the Christmas Spirit
with our extended members. On Sunday,
December 14, after church, we will have cards to
sign, and gifts to take with you to have a visit with
some of our dear friends who aren't always able to
make it on Sunday.

We are working on a new prayer chain format and
hope to roll that out in the New Year. Stay tuned as
we work to find new ways to stay in prayer for each
other and our church family.

MISSION AND JUSTICE COMMITTEE

By Donna Cook
Mission and Justice for All

“There’s no such thing as too much cake”
Congratulations Oak Hill Peeps we successfully
collected over 150 boxes of cake mix for Isaiah 58
Ministries!!  There is always room for more,
however, so keep the cake coming if you choose.

Currently, Isaiah 58’s greatest needs are: Beef
Soup, Chili, Fruit, Vegetables, Pasta sauce (no
glass, please)

Here’s what’s needed for December or bring some
of the above.

December 7 - canned ravioli with meat

December 14 - pancake mix “Just add water type”
December 21 - diapers 5,6, 4T, 5T, baby wipes
December 28 - canned tuna

January 4 - canned soup with meat (the type you
don’t add water to)

January 11 - fruit cocktail

January 18 - facial tissues

January 25 - hot chocolate, coffee, or tea

It’s also time for the Holiday Gift Store at Isaiah 58.
If you could bring gifts by December 7th, that would
be great!

Toys: Fisher Price, basketballs, soccer balls,
footballs. African American and Hispanic/Latino
dolls, educational toys, science kits, car, trucks, Hot
Wheels, Legos, K’Nex, Magna Tiles. Ethnically
diverse action figures.

Teens: Robotic kits, Bluetooth speakers gaming
headphones skateboards, scooters, ankle and writs
bracelets, craft kits, LED light stands,
Manicure/Nail polish kits, press-on nails, nail glue
spa kits.
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MISSION AND JUSTICE COMMITTEE
(cont’d)

Adults: Focus is on bedding. Sheet sets and
comforters (king and queen size) heated throws and
pillows. New cookware, dish sets and glass ware.
Other items are welcome as well.

Watch for opportunities to make sandwiches and
casseroles for our unhoused neighbors. Check with
Dena Roper for details.

Christmas Bake Sale and Crafts!

Mission and Justice will once again host the annual
Bake Sale and Craft Sale. It will be held the same
day as the Intergenerational Christmas Program.
(’I' let Pastor Wanda share those details.)
December 14. Once again we’d love to have you
share some of your fabulous baked goods, or goodie
bags, ornaments or other craft delights, Just bring
them in that morning, please pre-price the non
cookie items or things that we won’t sell by the
pound. The proceeds from the sale will support our
Hunger Action Outreach, a mission which continues
to expand as the need continues to rise.

Thank you so much for your participation.

“C is for cookies and that’s good enough for me!”
Cookie Monster - Sesame Street

STEWARDSHIP AND PROPERTY
COMMITTEE

Submitted by Bob Ream

NI SPECIAL OFFERINGS

ZF CHRISTMAS JOY

Prepare the Way
THE PERFECT GIFT

The Christmas Joy Offering is one of four annual
special offerings of the Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.) and provides assistance to current and
retired church workers and their families in their
time of need, and develops our future leaders of
Presbyterian-related schools and colleges equipping
communities of color.

The only perfect gift ever given was the one we
received in Jesus Christ—a perfect gift from a
generous God. Your gifts reflect our generous God
by supporting leaders in our Church and world—
past, present and future.

The Christmas Joy Offering will be received
during worship on Sunday, December 21. Offerings
may be made online. In addition, offering
envelopes are available at the back of the sanctuary
and you may place your envelope in the offering
plate also in the back of the sanctuary. If you wish
you may send a check to the church marked
“Christmas Joy Offering.” Thank you for your
support of this vital offering.

PER CAPITA APPORTIONMENT FOR 2026
Per Capita is the donation we make to support
Presbyterian ministry at the denominational,
synod, and presbytery level. This contribution
supports staff salaries, denominational programs,
Bible studies and curriculums, and so many
important programs. Our congregation commits to
supporting this ministry, and we encourage all
members to make a special donation to help cover
this commitment. A voluntary contribution of
$40.00 from each member will help cover the Per
Capita commitment Oak Hill has made for 2026.
If possible, payments should be made before the
end of the year and identified “For Per Capita.”
Donations made online, placed in a pew envelope,
or a designated “Per Capita 2026 envelope which
is located in the back of the sanctuary.




OAK HILL NEWS —DECEMBER 2025 6

STEWARDSHIP AND PROPERTY
COMMITTEE (cont’d)

Following is a report from our November 5
committee meeting. As you can tell by the many
projects, it takes a tremendous amount of work to
keep out property in such good shape.

I. Active projects/old business (priority projects
identified by the 2025 Joint Retreat in red).

7. Painting. Planning work on door trims during
the warmer periods of November.

8. Church organ. Bellows motor won’t stay on
without tripping the breaker. Fielder Electric has
ordered some relatively inexpensive
replacements for a few of the motor capacitors to
see if that solves the problem. They will stop by
church on Nov 12 to see if this works. We need

1. Theleos room wall repairs. Discussed progress
on the plaster repairs and water stains on finished
portions of the west side.

2. Sidewalk repairs. Breaks in the weather may
allow some work on a DIY concrete “ramp”
repair in selected spots as a proof-of-concept.

3. Red door near 4111 entrance. Similar to the
above project, breaks in the cold weather may
allow the envisioned, single-day repair of the
deteriorating lower parts of this door. Planning
to remove the door and door sweep, scrape out
rotted wood, apply epoxy wood filler, replace
sweep and seal sweep edges with silicone,
reinstall door, and (eventually) repaint.

4. Architect drawings/Historic Tax Credit.
Discussed the progress of the hired architect
work and the application for historic tax credits
that will help support renovation of the church.
Questioned whether growing interest in
refurbishing the Nursery impacted the timing of
an Education Building roof repair/tuck pointing.
Learned that it was most strategic to combine
rather than separate projects. Confirmed
agreement on holding off on major roofing and
air conditioning work.

5. Church boiler shutdowns last winter. There
was agreement that we should reach out to either
Martin-Jetco or American Boiler to check out the
Sanctuary Bldg. boiler (perhaps flush the
system?).

6. Plaster repairs. Work in the Theleos Room
will be completed (as noted above). However,
aside from small repairs in isolated areas, further
repairs will be on hold until after the holidays for
appearance and budgetary reasons.

to resume low-level heating of the organ loft with
cooler weather when the organ is repaired.

9. Mobile storage shelves- Smiley Room. One
unit has been completed (about 3°’W x 6’L x 5’H)
providing about 70 sq ft of storage and replacing
3-4 round tables. Repurposed plywood from 3
old, wooden tables marked for trash. The casters
will support at least 1500 Ibs. Feedback has been
positive and a second unit is being built.

10. Organization of tool/materials storage.
Planning to move unusable tools/materials from
Education Bldg. rooms #6 and #7 to trash holding
area in room #8. Will rent a dumpster when
sufficient junk has accumulated. Scrap metal
disposal has yet to be determined.
Reorganization of rooms #6 and #7 will then
commence.

II. New Business

1. Stewardship letter.  Discussed the content
and wording of a letter to the congregation
regarding anticipated budgetary shortfalls
and financial challenges (e.g., rising
insurance premiums). This letter to church
members will accompany a separately
enveloped notice of that individual’s year-
to-date giving and their 2026 pledge.

2. Outdoor food pantry. Mission and Justice is
experimenting with a small outdoor food
pantry (in plastic tubs) to enhance access for
neighbors needing food with the loss of
SNAP benefits.

In addition, we have a signed contract with a snow
removal company to shovel our parking lot and
sidewalks before Sunday worship services and on
Christmas Eve.
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS

The following actions were reported or approved by
Session in their November 12, 2025, Stated Session
Meeting.

Average Worship attendance in person and on
Zoom in October was 61. There were 104 at our
130" Anniversary Celebration on October 26.

Membership as of October 31, 2025, was 111. (This
includes addition of Angela and Casey Finan, Cody
Stwardd, and Claudia Brown on October 8.)

Budget vs. Actual Income and Expense Summary
for October and Year-to-Date 2025

2025 YTD
October Total
Income
General $41,222.90 $165,240.07
Investment Income $ 2.66 $ 60,094.09
Total Actual $41,225.56 $225,334.16
General $18,086.67 $144,866.70
Investment Income $ - $ 60,000.00
Total Budgeted $18,086.67 | $204,866.70
Over (Under) Budget $23,138.89 | $ 20,467.46
Expenses
Actual $19,545.71 $254.911.21
Budgeted $22,285.94 $243,159.40
Over (Under) Budget | ($2,740.23) |$ 11,751.81
Net Revenue/(Loss) $21,679.85 | ($29,577.05)

Session approved holding a Congregational
Meeting on Sunday, January 26, 2026, for the
purpose of receiving annual reports from the session
and church organizations, including financial
reports and receiving the approved budget for the
ensuing calendar year.

Session approved the following dates for
celebrating the Lord’s Supper in 2026:

February 1, March 1, April 2 (Maundy Thursday),
April 5 (Easter), May 3, June 7, July 5, August 2,
September 6, October 4, November 1, December 6,
and January 3, 2027

BOOK CLUB
Submitted by Deb Wiethop

Book club will meet at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday,
December 9, to pick our books for calendar year
2026 at the Barrow residence.

Please bring your dinner and join us. We would
love for you to participate in 2026.

You may help us pick books starting at 7 p.m.:

259 777 226 (password Disciple: case sensitive).

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
Submitted by Jan Stanford

Circle 3 will meet on Thursday, December 18, at
11 a.m. for our Christmas luncheon. Do not bring a
sandwich, each member will be bringing something
for the luncheon. Coffee will be provided.

Ferhaps | wall ¢fay wath wou for
2 while, or even pend The wanfer,
5o that wov can help me on mey Journes,

wherever | 59. '
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LECTIONARY FOR DECEMBER

Sunday, Isaiah 11:1-10 and Psalm

December 7 72:1-7, 18-19; Romans 15:4-
13; Matthew 3:1-12

Sunday, Isaiah 35:1-10 and Psalm

December 14

146:5-10 or Luke 1:46b-55;
James 5:7-10; Matthew 11:2-
11

Sunday, Isaiah 7:10-16 and Psalm 80:
December 21 1-7, 17-19; Romans 1:1-7;
Matthew 1:18-25
Wednesday, Isaiah 9:2-7 and Psalm 96;
December 24 Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14;
Christmas Eve (15-20)
Sunday, Dawn: Isaiah 62:6-12 and
December 25 Psalm 97, Titus 3:4-7;
Christmas Day Luke 2 (1-7) 8-20
Day: Isaiah 52:7-10 and
Psalm 98; Heb. 1:1-4 (5-12);
John 1:1-14
Sunday, Isaiah 63:7-9 and Psalm 148,
December 28 Heb. 2:10-18, Matthew 2:13-
23
re
@
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Oak Hill Presbyterian Church
4111 Connecticut Street
St. Louis, Missouri 63116-3926

(314) 664-5525
www.oakhillpcusa.org

office@oakhillpcusa.org

We are a welcoming congregation where visitors
are always expected!

Christian Education - 9:30 a.m.
(In person only)

Service of Worship
(In Person and on Zoom)
10:30 a.m.

The ministers of Oak Hill Church are its
members assisted by:

Rev. Wanda Lawry
Transitional Pastor

Rev. Dr. Alan Meyers
Parish Associate

Ms. Susan Brown
Minister of Music

Ms. Carole Adams
Secretary

Articles and photographs for
publication in the
Oak Hill News
need to be
submitted in writing
to the church office by the
3" Monday of each month.
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