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We are holding our Rally Day Celebration on
Sunday, September 7, 2025. This also marks the
beginning of Christian Formation Week. A week
designated by the Presbyterian Planning Calendar to
remind us of the importance of Christian education.

In the book of Deuteronomy, chapter 6, verses 5-7,
we are reminded to “Love the Lord your God with
all your heart and with all your soul and with all
your strength. These commandments that I give you
today are to be upon your heart. Impress them on
your children. Talk about them when you sit at
home and when you walk along the road, when you
lie down and when you get up.”

We are reminded to strive for life-long spiritual
learning and to share our love for the Lord and our
faith journey with our family, friends, and
neighbors. Christian formation happens in many
different settings. It happens through sharing
conversations and story telling at home around the
table at mealtimes, as well as when we are out and
about taking care of our various tasks and
responsibilities. It happens by attending Sunday
School class and Bible studies. It happens when we
are motivated to spend personal time in study,
prayer, and contemplation.

I hope that we will all discover and implement new
ways to deepen our spiritual lives this fall. I invite
you to bring a friend to our Rally Day worship
celebration and picnic on September 7. I also invite
you to make Sunday School a priority this fall. We
have classes for adults and children. Sunday School
begins on Sunday, September 14.

Here is a prayer for Christian Formation Week:

Lord,

We remember how you taught us by the sea, on a
mountain, on a plain, and we ask that you come
teach us now—through the ordinary things about
how we are to live as your people, so that we might
be your witnesses of love in the world that cannot
keep quiet. In the name of Christ we pray, Amen.

Blessings and Peace,
Pastor Wanda
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130" Anniversary Celebration—NEW

DATE
Oak Hill turned 130 years old this year! Marking
this special anniversary, we invite you and your
loved ones to join us for a very special Homecoming
Service and Luncheon on Sunday, October 26, at
Oak Hill Presbyterian Church, 4111 Connecticut,
St. Louis, MO 63116.
Our celebration will begin with a service of worship
at 10:30 a.m. where we’ll lift our voices in praise
and thanksgiving for all that has been and all that is
yet to come. Following worship, we invite you to
stay for a reception downstairs in the Large
Assembly Room. There will be food to eat, displays
to peruse, tours of the building offered, and plenty
of time for reconnecting with old friends and
meeting new ones.
Please RSVP by using the QR code of link in the
event graphic—even if you come to church every
week! Would you like to sing a special anthem with
the choir? Can you share a short story? There is a
place on the RSVP form (link below) where you can
let us know how you wish to participate. Your voice
is an essential part of our story, and we hope to
include it in any way possible.

130th Anniversa
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Rally Day, September 7, marks when we get ready
for the return of Sunday School. As importantly, it
also marks a day when we serve hot dogs and
bratwursts with all the fixings. If you feel compelled
to bring a dish to share, feel free. If you have one of
those tents you see at track meets and soccer games
that we can borrow to keep the sun off the food (and
the people eating), feel free to bring that as well. If
you have a camp chair or two, yes, again, bring it.
But most importantly, bring yourself. Every year
there’s just so much food. Please, come and share.
If the weather cooperates, we celebrate outside, in
front of the church. If the weather is uncooperative,
we celebrate inside, undaunted. There will likely be
games and, fingers crossed, prizes — mark your
calendars. We’re going to get together, consume hot
dogs and bratwursts, and get ready for the onset of
Sunday School. It’s a grand time. Come. Join us.

WORSHIP AND CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
COMMITTEE

e

Submitted by Matt Hanify
Worship
September 7 is Rally Day!
I am not burying the lede on this newsletter. Yes,
welcome to Oak Hill Presbyterian Church, located
roughly on this spot where you picked up this
newsletter and started reading it, unless you’re
opening it from your email or reading it online, in

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Worship Service & Lunc
yos October 26, 2025 :

Service 10:30 a.m. e

4 A
IMI ' Luncheon following service % *

RSVP at

which case you probably have a rough idea of where
we’re located. Yes, worship is important here. And
most certainly yes, we’re very happy to see you.

WORSHI LOVE, SERVE §.GROW ) * Earlier you saw information on Rally Day (under
e Fellowship Luncheon). Following you will see all

of the ways you can worship and participate in our

Christian Education programs.
NOW, MORE THAN EVER

“WHH JESUS AS OUR GUIDE AND

_http://bit.ly/4kyL8oR

Again, welcome.
Sunday worship, 10:30 a.m., in person or on Zoom
(meeting ID 768 992 383)
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WORSHIP AND CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
COMMITTEE (cont’d)

Communion

Communion is celebrated on the first Sunday of
every month. Everyone is welcome, and feel free to
take as much as you like. We offer three different
types of Communion (in no particular order). First
is intinction. Pre-sliced bread is offered, which you
take, then dip into the communal cup, then consume
on your way back to your seat. Or if you’d rather,
select a pre-sliced piece of bread and an individual
portion of juice in a tiny plastic cup. You eat the
bread and head back to your seat, then you drink the
juice. Our last option, our safest and most hygienic
option, features individual containers that have
gluten-free bread on one end and a small portion of
juice on the other. There’s actually a fourth option,
where you take two pieces of bread, dip one in the
communal cup, consume it, then grab yourself a tiny
plastic cup, consume your second piece of bread,
and head to your seat — for those of you feeling a
little hungrier. Choose what works best for you.

We also offer in-home Communion for our
extended members. Please reach out to Pastor
Wanda (wanda.lawry@oakhillpcusa.org) or
someone on the WCE committee if one of our
extended members would like Communion in their
home, and we can schedule a time.

Sunday School — adult and youth

Sunday School kicks off September 14, at 9:30 a.m.
The youth, beginning with preschool-age children,
meet in the Large Assembly Room, just below the
sanctuary. Miss Lisa and Miss Sarah are very
excited, almost giddy, to see everyone. Adult
Sunday School also meets at 9:30 a.m. in the
Theleos Room, which is downstairs in our main
building. Here, Pastor Alan and Donna Cook are
also really excited to see everyone and to get things
started — their giddiness is more muted.

Sunday School, 9:30 a.m. (no Zoom option for
Sunday School this year)

Calming Corner

Sometimes we need a break from church. This
includes all of us. There’s no age requirement. We
all could use the occasional break. If you find
yourself in this situation, we have set up an area in
the Large Assembly Room, directly below the
sanctuary, where we can take a moment. There’s a
TV showing the service, so that’s nice. There are a
couple of rugs, some books, toys, puzzles, a
changing table and all the accoutrements (a huge
“Thank you!” to the Thompsons on that), rocking
chairs, tables — space to pause and breathe. Take all
the time and all the space you want. We will send
someone down to show you around if you need.

Wednesday Bible Study

The latest book for Wednesday Bible Study is Jesus,
Interrupted: Revealing the Hidden Contradictions
in the Bible (and Why We Don't Know About Them),
by Bart D. Ehrman. A New Testament scholar,
Ehrman has written and edited 30 books, which
have sold over two million copies and been
translated into 27 languages. If you would like to
participate, please contact the church office or our
Parish Associate, Pastor Alan. Everyone is always
welcome to participate in Bible study (even if you
haven’t done the reading).

Wednesday Bible Study, 11:00 a.m., Zoom (259
777 226, password Disciple)

Volunteering

That person standing at the lectern, delivering the
first scripture reading; the people handing out
bulletins (when they remember); the people way in
the back, looking forlorn, running the computer for
Zoom worship; members of the Chancel Choir; all
the folks downstairs, making coffee and setting out
food and putting together food for people in need —
know what all of those people have in common?
They’re volunteers. They give of their time and their
talents to try to make this place, this neighborhood,
this city run a little better. If you would like to
volunteer, please contact anyone around here who
looks like they’re doing something and ask if you
can help. Nobody is required to volunteer — I am
pretty sure requiring people to volunteer runs
contrary to the spirit of volunteerism. But if you
want to help more, let us know and we’ll point you
in the right direction.
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WORSHIP AND CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
COMMITTEE (cont’d)

Choir

Beginning September 7, Chancel Choir rehearsal is
Sunday morning, 9:00 a.m. Contact Susan Brown,
Minister of Music, to get more information. And
just showing up at 9:00 o’clock in the choir room
(Room 101 on the main floor of the Educational
Building — just follow the sound of people singing)
qualifies as contacting Susan Brown.

Youth group

Our youth group is in a bit of a transition, since the
former director, Eden Johnson, has taken a position
in Illinois (and we wish him all the best). Once the
youth group is back up and running, we will let you
know.

EVANGELISM AND MEMBERSHIP
COMMITTEE

Submitted by Josh Smith

Membership Class

Interested in becoming a member of Oak Hill?
Membership has its privileges. We will have an
upcoming meeting on Sunday, September 14,
following worship. It will be in the Theleos Room
and will include lunch and an opportunity to learn
about how to become even more involved in Oak
Hill’s ministry.

Grab your calendars, forks, and your sense of
adventure, because we’ve got a riveting activity
planned.

Friday Night Dinner and Games
September 26, 6:30 P.M.

Mark it as an evening of fun, fellowship, and
Bunco! If you’ve never played, don’t worry, Noel
can teach you! Come for the food, stay for the
laughter, and leave with a happy heart. It will be
held in the Large Assembly Room.

MISSION AND JUSTICE COMMITTEE

By Donna Cook

Mission and Justice (for all)
“Do we settle for the world as it is, or do we work
for the world as it should be?”

— Michelle Obama, “Becoming”

Hunger Action Report: Dena reports that our
summer volunteers from church and AMEN
St. Louis groups made over 700 sandwiches for both
victims of the tornado and our unhoused neighbors.
That’s 1400 slices of bread! The groups also
provided 2 lunches for the Bounce Back Program.
Bounce Back is a training program that runs for
2 weeks a month. It helps train people who are
jobless how to apply for jobs, interviews and other
skills needed to get employed. Mission and Justice
would like to thank all the folks who were able to
assist in the various projects.

Tower Grove Pride Fest - September 27- 28,
2025: Yes, once again we have a table at Pride Fest.
We’ll need help delivering supplies on Friday the
26th, setting up and breaking down each day,
volunteers to meet and greet throughout the day, and
then on Saturday at closing, deliver all the stuff back
to church. Watch for sign-up information coming in
September. It’s a great opportunity to show our love
for the community. We get a lot of “mom and dad”
types thanking us for being present, as well as other
folks with positive comments. Hope you can make
it!

Ready to shop?

Isaiah 58 Ministries reports that they are in need of
toilet paper, Mac & Cheese, and peanut butter. Feel
free to substitute those items for our “regularly
scheduled” items. Or bring your favorite. Pop-top
cans, low sodium and no added sugar items are
always welcome.

September 7 - sardines
September 14 - chili
September 21 - shaving cream
September 28 - razors

October 5th - beef stew
October 12th - canned spinach
October 19th - canned fruit
October 26th - bar soap
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MISSION AND JUSTICE COMMITTEE
(cont’d)

“My mission in life is not merely to survive, but
to thrive; and to do so with some passion, some
compassion, some humor, and some style.”

— Maya Angelou

The Giddings Lovejoy Presbytery
Celebration of Serving

The Presbytery asked congregations to recognize
two outstanding members whose commitment to the
church’s ministry serves as an inspiration. One of
the volunteers should be under 50 years and the
other over 50 years recognizing that serving has no
age limit. The volunteers will be honored at a
brunch on Saturday, September 20, 2025, 10 AM —
12 PM, at Third Presbyterian Church, 9990 Lewis
& Clark Blvd. There are so many people to choose
from but we decided on the following. You get to
guess who is under 50 and over 50.

Josh Smith serves as a Ruling Elder and a repeat
chairperson of our Membership and Evangelism
Committee and many other committees and
projects. When he isn't facilitating a new member
luncheon or planning an Easter Egg Hunt in the
park, you'll find him repairing the boiler, the
plumbing, the air conditioning or a plaster wall or
two or three. He facilitates mission trips, offers rides
to appointments and church. Josh often teaches
Sunday School, always offers prayers, does
occasional pulpit supply and sings in the choir. Josh
lives by example and is inspired by the Holy Spirit
to lift up our community of faith and shares God's
love with all of God's Children.

Dena Roper, inspired by her early employment in
the non-profit sector, puts the needs of the
underserved first. Her work in the area of Hunger
Action started with a casserole intended to provide
nourishment for an emergency winter shelter and
now has grown to providing regular contributions of
sandwiches, breakfasts, lunches and more to
grassroots organizations like Winter Outreach, Tent
Mission, The Bounce Back Project and more. Dena
coordinates member volunteers to prepare the meals
and then she delivers them to the facilitators to
distribute to the folks in need. When not packing
sandwiches, Dena coordinates food mission with
AMEN St. Louis, a ministry of Oak Hill. Dena often

coordinates meals for church luncheons and works
on craft projects in support of Presbyterian Women
programs. Recently, Dena has taken on the task of
facilitating groups scheduling trips to AMEN
St. Louis and handling inquiries and invoicing.
Dena is a Ruling Elder at Oak Hill and serves as co-
chair of the Mission and Justice Committee.

Oak Hill is indeed blessed by the gifts that Dena and
Josh share with the Oak Hill community and the
Kingdom of God.

STEWARDSHIP AND PROPERTY
COMMITTEE

Submitted by Bob Ream
Committee meetings (July 2™ and August 6')
Active projects

A. Wall repairs following the work to reroute
the heating pipes leading to the Education Building
are in progress with painting in the Choir Room and
plastering in the Theleos Room. We are planning to
add an additional electrical outlet to the Theleos
Room.

B. The reconfiguration of the pressure release
valve on the AMEN House boiler* has been
completed and has passed inspection. DONE

C. Sidewalk repairs are still waiting for action
by the city--we’re looking for an update from our
alderperson. Weeds growing in the sidewalk and
parking lot have been trimmed down to the surface.
D. The installed dawn-dusk security lighting*
is largely functional although additional work will
be required to: 1) power two of the lights facing the
courtyard and, 2) create a permanent baffle over
light above the three red doors on Connecticut St. to
accommodate a neighbor’s request for less direct
illumination. Discussed with Fielder Electric.

E. 3-D architectural renderings of the
Church buildings are completed. The next steps
will involve using these images to virtually explore
new uses, appearances, accessibility, historic
preservation, etc., of our space.

F. The 13 AC units mounted on the roof*
have been inspected and preventive maintenance
performed. Three remain too expensive to repair (2
of the 5 units in the Sanctuary and the one unit
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STEWARDSHIP AND PROPERTY
COMMITTEE (cont’d)

cooling the Nursery). One unit in the Small
Assembly Room has a fan motor that no longer
shuts off automatically (currently being turned off
manually when not in use). We are reprogramming
the thermostats to provide optimal Sanctuary
cooling at critical time points during the week
(particularly Sunday morning). Replacement of AC
units are awaiting determination of our ability to
utilize historic tax credits to leverage the costs (see
below).

G. The replacement of the Education Building
roof* is also awaiting determination our ability to
utilize historic tax credits to leverage the costs (see
below). We are reaching out to the tuck-pointing
company that did the Sanctuary Building for an
estimate on repair of the parapet walls. We hope
that any eventual roofing contract will address the
dislodged Sanctuary Building roof shingles*.

H. Sanctuary Building boiler shutdowns this
past winter will be investigated by Martin-Jetco
H&AC after the wall-mounted radiator in the
women'’s restroom is reinstalled (removed for repair
of supports, plaster and painting). In preparation for
anticipated drainage of the system to remove sludge,
the boiler room drain was unclogged.

L Toilet repairs in the Nursery are complete.
The men’s toilet outside the Large Assembly Room
has several broken parts that will be replaced and
several seats throughout the facility are due for a
change.

J. We have acquired the materials to replace
the missing down spout® in the alley behind the
Church and are planning to do the work in the
coming weeks.

K. Plaster repairs*, removal of wallpaper and
baseboard cove molding, and replacement of
deteriorated wood are complete in the women’s
bathroom and we are now soliciting opinions on a
color scheme. Please convey your thoughts to Toby
Eckert. Tentatively, our next plastering assignment
will be the Small and/or Large Assembly Room, and
we are reaching out to our plasterer for a proposal.
L. All American Appliance evaluated the two
kitchen stoves without functional stove pilot lights*
and determined that they were manufactured in the
mid-1950’s without that feature. They were always
meant to be lit with a flame. Not surprisingly, their
interest in designing, fabricating, installing and

warrantying an aftermarket pilot light in a 70-year-
old oven was something less than zero. Moving
forward, we will continue to ensure that use of these
ovens involves Church members with experience in
lighting the ovens. DONE

M. The combined electrical inspection* and
historic building survey*, mandated by our
insurance company, led to an unprecedented
requirement to replace 4 aging electric
boxes/panels, reconfigure the aforementioned
AMEN House boiler pressure relief valve, conduct
regular inspections for “leakage, rot, rodents, etc.,”
and avoid the use of open flames during services.
We have already purchased battery-operated LED
candles for the Christmas Eve service and other
committees are examining the replacement of
communion table and Advent candles. DONE

N. The Missouri Historic Preservation Tax
Credit Program allows qualified rehabilitation
projects to earn transferable tax credits (25% of
project costs) that can be sold to other
taxpayers/entities to reduce their Missouri income
tax liability and offset the cost of the rehab project.
Brent is working on the morass of paperwork,
accounting and legal issues. The potential savings
on the Education Building Roof alone may pay for
a large portion of the AC units that need to be
replaced.

0. Spire replaced the ancient and massive gas
meter in the Sanctuary Building. DONE

P. A 2025 inspection of all the fire
extinguishers on the premises was carried out by
CINTAS who re-tagged the commercial grade
devices and replaced those needing standard six-
year testing. We learned that the extinguishers
currently in the Sanctuary Building kitchen and the
AMEN House kitchen are not ideal for grease fires.
The S&P Committee agreed to seek estimates on
adding class K extinguishers to those areas.

Q. Preparations are underway to begin some
badly needed painting* projects. First up is the
women’s bathroom noted above (we need to get that
radiator back on the wall and hooked up before we
need heat). Other weather-dependent areas that
warrant attention include exterior windows and door
frames. The Theleos Room may be ready for paint
in a few weeks.

R. We are planning for a congregational
workday this September (TBD), our initial plans
for August ran into logistical issues. We’re going
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STEWARDSHIP AND PROPERTY
COMMITTEE (cont’d)

to focus on an inventory of storage spaces,
reorganization when it makes sense, discarding
unwanted materials, recycling when possible and
painting.

*denotes a high priority item as designated by the
Joint Retreat (Session members, Mission Study
Team, and the Stewardship and Property
Committee) or required by our insurance company
(Church Mutual) as a condition for continued
coverage

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS

The following actions were reported or approved by
Session in their August 13, 2025, Stated Session
Meeting.

Average Worship attendance in person and on
Zoom in June was 49 and in July was 54.

Membership as of July 31, 2025, was 108. (No
change.)

The following financial report was provided to

session:

Budget vs. Actual Income and Expense Summary
for July and Year-to-Date 2025

2025 YTD
July Total
Income
General $10,073.73 $ 87,542.07
Investment Income - $40,083.41
Total Actual $10,073.73 $127,625.48
General $14,086.67 $ 98,606.69
Investment Income - $ 40,000.00
Total Budgeted $14,086.67 $90,433.35
Over (Under) Budget ($4,012.94) | ($10,981.21)
Expenses
Actual $34,537.85 $187,869.29
Budgeted $24,440.94 $169,366.58
Over (Under) Budget | $10,096.91 $ 18,502.71
Net Revenue/(Loss) ($24,464.12) | ($60,243.81)

Session approved a new one-year Terms of Call
contract with Pastor Wanda effective September 1,
2025, to August 31, 2026. (It has been approved by
the Presbytery.)

Session approved Pastor Wanda taking vacation
from August 21 to August 25, including the Sunday,
August 24.

Session approved the Ministry Profile Information
(MPI) form to be used by the COM, Session, and
the PNC as a tool of discernment before posting the
Ministry Discernment Profile online. (The MPI has
been sent to the COM for review and approval.)

BOOK CLUB

Submitted by Deb Wiethop
Book club will meet at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday,
September 9, at the Barrow residence to discuss “The
Nothing Man” by Catherine Ryan Howard. In this crime
story/thriller, a young woman writes a book in hopes of
catching the man who killed her family when she was a
child.
You can join us on Zoom at 7 p.m.: 259 777 226.
Password: Disciple (case sensitive).
Please bring your dinner and join us.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
Submitted by Jan Stanford

Circle 3 will meet on Thursday, September 18, in
the Theleos Room at 10 a.m. or whenever you can
make it. Bring a sandwich -- salad, chips, dessert,
iced tea and coffee will be provided.
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LECTIONARY FOR SEPTEMBER

Sunday, Jer. 18:1-11 and Psalm 139:1-6,
September 7 13-18; Philem. 1:1-21;
Luke 14:25-33

Sunday, Jer. 4:11-112, 22-28 and

September 14 Psalm 14; 1 Tim. 1:12-17,
Luke 15:1-10

Sunday, Jer. 8:18-9:1 and Psalm 78:1-9;

September 21 I Tim. 2:1-7; Luke 16:1-13

Sunday, Jer. 32:1-3a,6-15 and

September 28 Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16;
1 Tim. 6:6-19; Luke 16:19-31

Scenes from Oak Hill

Former member Henry Hoffman,
daughter, and friend visit Oak Hill

Oak Hill Presbyterian Church
4111 Connecticut Street
St. Louis, Missouri 63116-3926

(314) 664-5525
www.oakhillpcusa.org

office@oakhillpcusa.org

We are a welcoming congregation where visitors
are always expected!

Christian Education - 9:30 a.m.
(Resumes on September 14)
(In person only)

Service of Worship
(In Person and on Zoom)
10:30 a.m.

The ministers of Oak Hill Church are its
members assisted by:

Rev. Wanda Lawry
Transitional Pastor

Rev. Dr. Alan Meyers
Parish Associate

Ms. Susan Brown
Minister of Music

Ms. Carole Adams
Secretary

Articles and photographs for
publication in the
Oak Hill News
need to be
submitted in writing
to the church office by the
3" Monday of each month.
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