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With Jesus as our guide and community as our goal, we worship, love, serve and grow.

A Message from Pastor Alan
Dear Oak Hill Friends,
There’s a notable anniversary happening this
summer. Sixty years ago, when I was 14 (do the
math), I found a comic book on the store rack called
Amazing Fantasy #15. It had a cover date of August
1962. It featured a story starring a brand-new
character in comics, a superhero called Spider-Man. I
looked quickly at the story but didn’t buy the
magazine. Oh, if only I had bought it! A copy of that
comic book sold last year to a collector for three and
a half million dollars.
But, I’m not telling you this to ask you to mourn with
me over my lost opportunity to get rich. I have long
thought that the story in that magazine, the “origin
story” of the hero Spider-Man, is one of the most
extraordinary comic book stories I ever read (and I’ve
read a lot of them).
You may know the story, from the movies if not the
comics. A teenaged boy, Peter Parker, accidentally
acquires amazing powers – he becomes Spider-Man.
In what is probably a “first” for a comic book hero,
he does not immediately decide to use his new powers
to fight crime. Instead, he asks, how can I make
money with this? And he becomes an entertainer,
using his powers to perform in costume on TV. On
his way out after a performance, a security guard calls
to him to stop a thief who has just stolen from the
theater. But Parker refuses – he says, “From now on I
just look out for number one…me!” And he allows
the thief to escape.

Sometime later, Parker is returning from a personal
appearance to the home of his beloved Uncle Ben
and Aunt May, who have cared for him since
childhood. He finds that Uncle Ben is dead, shot
by a burglar. Spider-Man hunts down the killer, only
to find that the killer is the same man who had stolen
from the theater, and whom Spider-Man could easily
have stopped at that time. Because of his refusal to do
that, Uncle Ben is dead. The final picture in the story
shows Peter Parker walking off into the distance
with bowed head, and the caption tells us that he is
“aware at last that … with great power there must also
come – great responsibility!”
What a story! What a moral to be pondered by the
(mostly young) people who read it. Not just superpowers, but any abilities we find ourselves gifted
with, confer upon us the responsibility to use them for
the common good. Of course, we can also rightly use
them for our own private good and the good of our
families – there’s nothing wrong with that in itself.
But we may serve our own good most effectively if
take a larger view of things as well. How can we also
serve the wider society?
The people of Oak Hill are gifted in many ways, and
they use their gifts for the good of the whole church
and the wider community. I have been more
impressed than ever with this during these last few
months of pastoral transition at Oak Hill. I have been
asked to take on some new responsibilities myself
during this time, but those responsibilities have been
much lighter because of all the work our members do.
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A Message from Pastor Alan (cont’d)
They do not leave everything to the minister – not by
a long way.
Friends, you know already what that Spider-Man
story teaches. You are “super” gifted, and you use
your gifts in wonderfully responsible ways. Thanks to
all of you!
Your Oak Hill amigo,
Alan Meyers

TRANSITIONAL PASTOR SEARCH
COMMITTEE
By Donna Cook
Pastor Update
Our new Interim, Pastor Wanda Lawry, was in
town recently investigating housing opportunities and
hanging out with the folks at our Family Game Night.
So, when is she coming???? Soon, I promise!
Right now she has three weddings and a funeral (the
weddings postponed from Covid and an unexpected
funeral for a long-time church member).
Pastor Wanda’s former church is planning a sendoff party for her on August 6. Then she’s headed our
way! We’re expecting her mid-August, specific
moving details still being worked out at her end and a
specific start date in the latter half of August still up
in the air here.
http://www.presbyterianchurchgardencityny.com/ind
ex.html
I know we are all anxious for our new start. Hang
on for a bit more. Thanks to all our church volunteers
and committees and Pastor Alan for all their hard
work.
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WORSHIP AND CHRISTIAN EDUCATION2
COMMITTEE
By Matt Hanify
Worship and COVID-19 protocols
Welcome to Oak Hill Presbyterian Church, a small,
engaged group that meets once a week (or so) to
discuss matters of faith, service, worship, tacos –
wherever the spirit takes us. In 2020, we celebrated
125 years as a congregation, and we’re still going
strong. (See “Proclamation” under Scenes from Oak
Hill on page 6.)
COVID-19 protocols are pretty simple: maintaining
physical distance, wearing masks, washing hands,
limiting touching, communion adjustments, etc.
Masks are available near entrances to the sanctuary,
as is hand sanitizer. We are, however, exploring the
relaxation of some of our protocols, and we need your
help. The COVID-19 committee has developed a
survey, and we would love your input. You might
think that your opinion does not matter. Maybe
you’re worried that you haven’t read enough CDC
guidance. Well, relax – this isn’t a test. And yes,
we do want your opinion, and no, this isn’t a test.
(You should have received this survey via email.
You are being asked to reply by July 15. If you
have not received it, please contact the church
office.)
Sunday worship, 10:30 a.m., in person or on Zoom
(meeting ID 768 992 383)
Communion
Communion will be celebrated July 3. Continuing
with COVID-19 protocols, we have made some
adjustments to communion.
We offer small,
individual cups of juice with a portion of communion
bread in the lid. We also offer an hourglass-shaped
goblet that contains smaller portions of bread and
juice. However, you are welcome to bring your own
communion materials from home.
We also offer in-home communion for our extended
members. Please let us know if one of our extended
members would like communion in their home, and
we can schedule a time. Please reach out to
Pastor Alan or someone on our committee.
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WORSHIP AND CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
COMMITTEE (cont’d)
Volunteering
Do you like doing stuff and not getting paid?
Super – we should chat. We need volunteers at
various positions: greeters, liturgists, nursery
caregivers, Sunday School leaders (there is no
Sunday school during the summer, but if you wanted
to do this sort of thing, we would be happy to let you),
and the list goes on. Please let one of us know, or you
can sign up on the website, oakhillpcusa.com (the
“Worship” tab has an orange box that contains a Signup Genius link).
Sunday School
Sunday school is taking a break for the summer. We
look forward to starting Sunday school up again in
September.
Wednesday Bible Study
Wednesday Bible study will continue with Paul
Among the People, by Sarah Ruden. This book reexamines Paul in his time to recover his original
messages of freedom and love.
Wednesday Bible Study, 11:00 a.m. on Wednesdays
on Zoom (meeting ID 259 777 226; password
Disciple)

EVANGELISM AND MEMBERSHIP
COMMITTEE
By Stephanie Hoegger
E & M met on June 6. We were excited to finalize our
plans for the upcoming summer season.
On Sunday, June 12, we hosted an Oak Hill-interest
gathering after worship service.
We enjoyed
sandwiches and cookie over informal discussions
with folks who were curious about membership. We
had a lovely time talking about life at Oak Hill and
our own faith journeys, led by Pastor Alan and
E & M committee members. As always, anyone
interested in learning more about Oak Hill is
encouraged to ask our committee for more
information! We are always happy to discuss.
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On Sunday, July 10, please join
3
us
for
an
ice
cream
social immediately after our
worship service! We will meet
outside in the front of the church.
Come enjoy some cool treats and time of fellowship!
Ice cream will be provided.
E & M will be taking vacation for the month of July,
but resume meetings on Monday, August 8, at
6:30 p.m. via Zoom.
MISSION AND JUSTICE COMMITTEE
Greetings from
Committee

the

Mission

By Donna Cook
and Justice

By the time you read this, we will have already hosted
3 teams at AMEN St. Louis! Our ministry partners
appreciate the assistance and we’ve been building
great community relationships. Thanks to Dena
Roper, Millie Crittenden, Lucie Crittenden, and
Donna Cook for your work this summer. Thanks too,
to the Stewardship and Property Committee for
resolving air conditioning and plumbing issues. All
is very cool and flushing well (LOL). And plenty of
hot water. Our upcoming weeks are listed below.
Everyone is invited to attend our Monday evenings of
Team Building Games and Activities with Clayton
Delany (our friend from the former Great American
Human Foosball.) Join in with our teams on July 11,
July 18, and August 7. Games begin at 7 PM. On
August 1 we will have a special Oak Hill Event.
Bring your family and friends, your own dinner, and
beverages to the Blackhawk Shelter at Jefferson
Barracks Park. We’ll be there from 6:30 - 8:30 PM
(dusk). Game Time starts at 7 PM. Enter the park
through the South Broadway Entrance, turn down the
road towards the Lemay Pavilion. The Blackhawk
Shelter will be on your right before the Pavilion, near
the Disc Golf Course. (Last month we hosted our Oak
Hill event at church due to the weather. Watch for a
possible change in venue for August 1.) A grand time
was had by all and our last all church event: Charades,
Family Feud, and a visit with Pastor Wanda.
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MISSION AND JUSTICE COMMITTEE
(cont’d)
https://stlouiscountymo.gov/st-louis-countydepartments/parks/places/jefferson-barrackspark/location-maps/park-map/
July 5-9 – Believing Baptist Church – Wichita, KS
July 11 - First United Methodist Church, Wichita
Falls, Texas
July 18 - Highland Oaks Church of Christ, Dallas,
Texas
August 1 - We will host an Oak Hill event this
evening in the park.
August 7 - 10 McKinley Presbyterian Church,
Champaign, Illinois
Here’s a monthly listing of suggested donations from
Isaiah 58 Ministries. We make up our list from their
suggested items. https://i58ministries.org/bag-ofblessings/. You can donate through the church’s
giving portal or Isaiah 58’s website, as well. Thanks
to everyone for your continued support. All of your
in-kind gifts and monetary donations are welcome!
July 2022
3rd - Peanut Butter - smooth peanut butter better for
those with dental issues
10th - Salt Free Seasoning
17th - Dish Soap - smaller sizes are easier for guests
on foot.
24th - Sardines - frequently requested and often
preferred over tuna.
31st - Toilet Paper
August 2022
7th - Rice - larger bags of rice can be divided into
smaller bags to save on cost.
14th - canned fruit - avoid those packed in heavy
syrup.
21st - Canned greens - look for low sodium or no salt
added.
28th - Razors and /or shaving cream
September 2022
4th - Deluxe mac & cheese - made without
butter/milk, more accessible to people.
11th - Pancake Mix - Complete (just add water)
pancake mix is simple and accessible.
18th - Beef Stew or Hearty Soup (the type you don’t
add water to)
25th - Your favorite snack crackers
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Don’t forget Go-Bags are available. Thank you for
your support for the Mission & Justice projects and
programs here at Oak Hill.
WHAT? Back to School?
Yep, it’s time to start thinking about Back-to-School.
Isaiah 58 Ministries is already planning their event for
the end of July. While they have everything for this
year’s event, we’re shopping the sales at the end of
summer for 2022 for Back to School 2023. We’ve
volunteered to commit to 300 - 2 pocket folders. So
start bringing them in if you see them on sale.
If you or a family member is in need of Back to
School Supplies please contact Donna Cook with
age/grade and gender of your student. The
Mission and Justice Team will help.
Watch the weekly update for meeting information
and other events.

STEWARDSHIP AND PROPERTY
COMMITTEE
By Brian Heuckroth
Stewardship and Property (S&P) had a productive
June.
AMEN House AC unit was put into place and is
working well.
A Moment for Mission on the Pentecost Offering was
presented by Don Stanford on May 29. Results will
be reported in early July.
A few loose ends are to be tidied up in AMEN House
in between all the visitors. The water sensors and
base station needed battery replacements and some
internal cleaning which was accomplished and the
system is back online.
S&P has asked the City of St Louis to fix the water
leak in the sidewalk in front of AMEN House and is
waiting as fast as possible for them to act.
There is still a big need for some tuckpointing work
to finish the job of weather-proofing our sanctuary
and other buildings. S&P is investigating how to
proceed.
We are still at work on a “Building Use Policy” to
help guide church personnel when approached by
members and outside groups to use the property for
various purposes.

OAK HILL NEWS –JULY/AUGUST 2022
SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
The following actions were reported or approved by
Session in their June 8, 2022, Stated Session Meeting:
Average Worship attendance in person and via Zoom
in May was 52.
Membership as of May 31, 2022, was 95.
Financial Reports for May and
Year-to-Date 2022
May

2022 YTD
Total

Income
Actual
Budgeted
Over (Under)
Budget

$8,786.59
$16,080.00
($7,293.41)

$80,243.82
$60,420.00
$19,823.82

Expenses
Actual
Budgeted
Over/(Under)
Budget

$11,256.88
$20,917.64
($9,660.76)

$65,229.31
$80,026.67
($14,797.36)

Net Revenue/(Loss)

($2,470.29)

$15,014.51

Session voted to cancel their July Stated Session
Meeting. The next Stated Session Meeting will be on
Wednesday, August 10, 2022, at 6:30 p.m. on Zoom.
Session agreed to send survey to members and friends
of the church who attend regularly to get their opinion
on the pandemic and our safety guidelines for
worshipping in person.
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Wednesday Touchy Topics Book Club
5
The Touchy Topics book club meets Wednesday,
July 6, to discuss Lisa Jewell’s “The House We Grew
Up In,” which explores the Bird family in its desire
to restore long-forgotten peace in the wake of a
tragedy long ago. On August 3, the group will discuss
“Everything Here is Beautiful,” by Mira T. Lee,
which explores the difficult of loving someone with a
chronic mental illness. Kirkus Reviews calls it “An
evocative and beautifully written debut.”
Touchy Topics Book Club, Wednesday, July 6, and
Wednesday, August 3, at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom (contact
the church via Facebook for the link).

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
Circle 3 will meet on the fourth Thursday of July,
July 28, in the Theleos Room at 10 a.m. Bring a
sandwich -- chips, dessert, iced tea and coffee will be
provided
In August, Circle 3 will return to its regular meeting
day, August 18, the third Thursday of the month.
Bring a sandwich, chips, dessert, iced tea and coffee
will be provided.
We are still working on our handcrafted blue hats for
Hat Not Hate! They are due on Thursday,
July 28. Please give them to Dena Roper any Sunday
between now and then! The plan is to continue this
project, so if you’re not finished, we will collect them
again next year! Please contact Dena Roper for
additional information!

CRAFT CLUB
BOOK CLUBS
Oak Hill Book Club
Book club will meet at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, July 12,
at the Barrow residence to view the movie
“Shadowlands” (1993), which tells the love story of
C.S. Lewis and Joy Gresham. Please bring your
dinner and join us.
The group will not meet in August.

Craft Night
Join us for Craft Night on Friday, July 15, and Friday,
August 19, at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom. Bring your favorite
snack and favorite project and join us at Zoom
meeting 823 1780 8360 password Disciple. Contact
Dena Roper with any questions
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Under the Oak Tree
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Proclamation
Oak Hill – 125th Anniversary
April 16, 2020

Dear Oak Hill Staff,
We are excited to get back to helping mothers
and babies in-person for breastfeeding support!
Thank you for allowing us to use your lovely
and mom/baby friendly nursery for our
meetings!!
Love,
Erin O’Reilly
Mid-City La Leche League Leader

Oak Hill Presbyterian,
Isaiah 58 Ministries wishes to thank Oak Hill
Presbyterian Church for the donation of food
that your church gave to the ministries during
the first quarter of 2022.
Your generosity is greatly appreciated so
Isaiah 58 Ministries can continue to serve those
in need.
Thank you very much!
Peg Cooper
Board Member of Isaiah 58 Ministries

Scenes from Oak Hill
Day of Pentecost

(Mounted on wall in the
Faith and Fellowship Room)
Presbyterian Women - Circle 3
(First we work and then we eat!)
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MISSION TEAMS AT AMEN
HOUSE
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Fox Valley Presbyterian Church
Geneva, IL

Isaiah 58 Ministries
Signs for New Roots Urban Farms
Westminster Presbyterian Church
Sioux Falls, SD

Sandwiches for TENT Missions STL

Isaiah 58 Ministries

AMEN STL Ministry Partners
Signs for New Roots Urban Farms
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Game Night with Clayton
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Oak Hill Presbyterian Church
4111 Connecticut Street
St. Louis, Missouri 63116-3926 (314) 664-5525
www.oakhillpcusa.org
office@oakhillpcusa.org
We are a welcoming congregation where visitors
are always expected!
Christian Education - 9:30 a.m.*
(*on break during the summer)
Service of Worship
10:30 a.m.
The ministers of Oak Hill Church are its members
assisted by:
(Vacant)
Pastor
Rev. Dr. Alan Meyers
“Amicus Ecclesiae”
(Friend of the Church)

Sunday,
July 3

LECTIONARY FOR JULY
2 Kings 5:1-14 and Psalm 30; Gal.
6(1-6) 7-16; Luke 10:1-11, 16-20

Sunday,
July 10

Amos 7:7-17 and Psalm 82;
Col. 1:1-14; Luke 10:25-37

Sunday,
July 17
Sunday,
July 24

Amos 8:1-12 and Psalm 52;
Col. 1:15-28; Luke 10:38-42
Hosea 1:2-10 and Psalm 85;
Col. 2:6-15(16-19); Luke 11:1-13
Hosea 11:1-11 and Psalm 107:1-9,
43; Col 3:1-11; Luke 12:13-21

Sunday,
July 31

LECTIONARY FOR AUGUST
Sunday,
Isaiah 1:1, 10-20 and Psalm 50:1-8,
August 7
22-23; Heb. 11:1-3, 8-16;
Luke 12:32-40
Sunday,
Isaiah 5:1-7 and Psalm 80:1-2, 8August 14
19; Heb. 11:29-12:2; Luke 12:4956
Sunday,
Jer. 1:4-10 and Psalm 71:1-6;
August 21
Heb, 12:18-29; Luke 13:10-17
Sunday,
Jer. 2:4-13 and Psalm 81:1, 10-16;
August 28
Heb. 13:1-8, 15-16; Luke 14:7-14

Ms. Susan Brown
Minister of Music
Ms. Carole Adams
Secretary
Articles for publication
in the
Oak Hill News
need to be
submitted in writing
to the church office by the
3rd Monday of each month.

