
 

Highlights  Inside 

● Ash Wednesday Service, page 2 

● Lenten Devotionals, page 2 

●  ● Brown Bag Lunch, page 3 

● Scholarship Grants Available, page 5 

Oak Hill News 
No. 03                                MARCH 2022                      Volume 72 

With Jesus as our guide and community as our goal, we worship, love, serve and grow.

 
 

Dear Oak Hill Friends, 

How many calendars do you have? The main one I 

have is the one on my mobile phone, on which I keep 

track of my appointments as well as the occasional 

TV show I don't want to miss. I have the Marvel 

Comics calendar I got for Christmas on the wall next 

to the computer, showing this month some exciting 

scenes from the adventures of the Black Panther. And 

we have other decorative calendars in other places 

around the house. 

The Church, too, has various calendars. There is one 

basic "liturgical" calendar that most churches use, 

which commemorates events in the life, death and 

resurrection of Jesus and events in the experience of 

the Christian community. But some of those events 

are commemorated by different churches on different 

days. An example is the event called Transfiguration 

of the Lord. It is described in the New Testament 

Gospels, in the Gospel of Luke at Luke 9:28-43. That 

passage tells the story of how Jesus and three 

disciples ascend a mountain and Jesus is seen 

suddenly to shine with overwhelming heavenly glory. 

As I write this, we at Oak Hill will remember this 

story this coming Sunday, February 27. Some other 

Christian denominations, however, celebrate the 

Transfiguration on different Sundays of the year, 

something they certainly are entitled to do. Why do 

Presbyterians and some other churches remember it 

when we do? 

I think it is because this coming Sunday is the last one 

before the season of Lent, which begins on Ash 

Wednesday, March 2 this year. Lent is a special time 

for remembering especially the sufferings of Jesus on 

our behalf, including the testing he had to undergo 

and ultimately his humiliating death on the cross. The 

story of his sufferings is bracketed by stories about 

his glory, the Transfiguration right before Lent and 

Easter right after Lent. This reminds us that Jesus' 

suffering service to us is his glory. The real glory, the 

glory of God which is revealed in Jesus, is not what 

the world thinks it is. It is not wealth or fame or power 

over others or the ability to destroy. Real glory is none 

other than the glory of love, love which takes upon 

itself the sufferings of others in service to them. 

Immediately before the Transfiguration story in Luke 

we read how Jesus tells his disciples for the first time 

about his coming sufferings and death, and so in the 

Transfiguration God stamps his seal of approval on 

what Jesus is going to do, authenticating it for the 

benefit of the disciples and for our benefit, too. 

Christians take upon themselves during Lent a variety 

of disciplines to honor the season. It seems most 

appropriate to practice disciplines that involve loving 

service to other people. If we pray, we pray for the 

needs of others we know about. If we give something 

up for Lent, we might figure out how much money we 

may have saved in that way and give it to One Great 

Hour of Sharing or some other good cause. We might 

fast from unloving thoughts and words about others. 

What will you do this Lent to imitate Jesus' love and 

so shine with his glory? 

 

Your Oak Hill amigo, 

Alan Meyers  

 

 

 

A Message from Pastor Alan 
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WORSHIP AND CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

COMMITTEE 

By Matt Hanify 

Worship 

COVID numbers are trending in the right direction, 

but we haven’t turned the corner yet (sorry – I have 

used that cliché already); we’re not out of the woods 

(no, I have used that one as well); we’re not over the 

hump (don’t think I have used that one before). So, 

Sunday worship remains on Zoom for the time being. 

We’re close, and we’re all excitedly pacing back and 

forth, ready to re-enter the sanctuary and see each 

other’s faces. But we’re also acutely aware that this 

decision needs to be made safely and deliberately. 

Check out our website or our Facebook page to see if 

and when we are returning to in-person worship. 

Also, the weekly bulletin is located in the “Worship 

at home” section of our website, on the left side of the 

homepage.  

Sunday worship, 10:30 a.m., on Zoom (meeting 

ID 768 992 383; subject to change based on COVID 

numbers). 

 

Communion 

Communion will be celebrated March 6. Please be 

ready with your at-home communion materials – 

something to drink and something to eat.  

Please let us know if one of our extended members 

would like to receive communion. We can schedule a 

time to visit and take communion to them. Please 

reach out to Pastor Alan or someone on our 

committee.   

 

Sunday School 

Sunday school has started up again. Similar to 

worship, Sunday school also takes place on Zoom. 

Both children and adults will be following the 

“Feasting on the Word” for Sunday school, which is 

a lectionary-based curriculum. On the off chance we 

return to in-person worship, Sunday school will do 

likewise: adults in the Large Assembly Room directly 

underneath the sanctuary and children in the Sunday 

school room, which, if you’re never been here, is 

about as far away from the sanctuary as possible 

while still being in the same building. Find somebody 

who knows or acts like they know what they’re doing 

and ask them. We’re happy to help; we’re less skilled 

in giving coherent directions. 

Sunday School, 9:30 a.m. on Zoom: Use the ID for 

online worship (768 992 383) and you will be 

admitted into the correct breakout room. 

 

Wednesday Bible Study 

Wednesday Bible study will continue to follow 

lectionary readings. Classes are at 11:00 on 

Wednesdays on Zoom (meeting ID 259 777 226). 

 

Ash Wednesday 

March 2 is Ash Wednesday, which kicks off the 

Lenten season. We have many Lent-related activities; 

it’s unrelenting (I am prouder of that than I should 

be). But, to focus on Ash Wednesday, we are 

worshiping with Compton Heights Christian Church 

online. Go to the Compton Heights Christian Church 

website (comptonheights.com), click “Events,” and 

the calendar opens up; then click on “7pm Ash 

Wednesday,” which is on March 2. A window will 

open up that contains instructions on how to join the 

service. 

Ash Wednesday service, with Compton Heights 

Christian Church, March 2, 7:00 p.m. on Zoom. 

 

Lenten Devotionals 

This Lenten season, we are also offering Making the 

Road: Walking through Lent, a Lenten devotional by 

Teri McDowell Ott, to anyone who wants one. Copies 

will be available in the sanctuary, or we will be happy 

to mail you a copy. We even have large print version 

if you like. Please contact anyone on the Worship & 

Christian Education committee or the church office 

for more details.   

 

 

EVANGELISM AND MEMBERSHIP 

COMMITTEE 

By Stephanie Hoegger 

E & M met on February 7. We discussed ongoing 

plans for the Art Wall, and upcoming ideas for the 

spring.  

 

The “Share Your Hearts” Art Wall display began in 

February and has been a beautiful success. Church 

and community members were encouraged to 

participate by contributing their own heart paintings. 

Each painting was clear-coated for weather 

protection, and hung on the Art Wall for all to enjoy. 

Please be sure to stop by and see this awesome display 

of creativity and love! 
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EVANGELISM AND MEMBERSHIP 

COMMITTEE (cont’d) 

 

This month, E & M will host a brown bag lunch after 

church service on Sunday, March 13, weather 

permitting. Please bring your own brown bag lunch 

and join us outside in front of the sanctuary. Tables 

and chairs will be set up. We will provide water and 

chips. We look forward to sometime of fellowship 

and enjoying nice spring weather together! 

 

 
March 13 

 

E & M will meet again on March 7 at 6:30 p.m. via 

Zoom, when we will discuss the annual Easter egg 

hunt festivities—stay tuned for instructions on candy 

donation and volunteer requests! 

 

 

MISSION AND JUSTICE COMMITTEE 

By Donna Cook  

 

Greetings from “Mission and Justice” 

 

The folks at Isaiah 58 Ministries miss gathering in 

person for our annual Shrove Tuesday Pancake 

Supper. (Especially when we host it at Oak Hill). This 

year they will be hosting a virtual game night. There 

is no cost to attend but everyone does need to register 

in advance in order to receive the link for connecting 

on the night of the event. It will take place on 

Tuesday, MARCH 1, from 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. with 

a Mardi Gras mask contest included (mask is to be 

created in advance and judging will happen at the end 

of the event). Because COVID infection rates remain 

high, I58 is still not comfortable having an in-person 

event this year. We hope they’ll be back at Oak Hill 

with pancakes in 2023. Be sure to register 

brenda@i58ministries.org .  

See the invitation in this newsletter, Facebook and our 

website.  

 

 

 
 

 

Truth in Education - MCU 

Thank you to Lisa Thompson for speaking at the 

recent MCU event held at University City High 

School. MCU stands in opposition to HB1995 and 

HB1474 as well as other legislation that “resists the 

ability of teachers and administrators to use their 

professional knowledge and training and ways that 

provide a quality education for each and every 

student. HB1474 includes broad language that bans 

discussions of implicit bias, anti-racist training for 

teachers, equity and inclusion efforts related to race 

and gender and efforts to introduce new resources that 

make teaching more culturally responsible. Children 

should be provided with teaching materials that 

include the perspectives, histories, and heroes of 

marginalized peoples, including Blacks, Latinos, 

Asian Americans, Pacific Islanders, Native students, 

LGBTQ+ students, women and girls, students with 

disabilities, and religious minorities. You can take 

action at this link. 

https://secure.everyaction.com/uI-

KumCa5Emig4m5YiLqmw2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:brenda@i58ministries.org
https://secure.everyaction.com/uI-KumCa5Emig4m5YiLqmw2
https://secure.everyaction.com/uI-KumCa5Emig4m5YiLqmw2
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MISSION AND JUSTICE COMMITTEE  

(cont’d) 

 

 
 

Questions can be directed to Lisa Thompson, Paul 

Bordeaux, or Heather Macarthur.  

 

 

President’s Day Project. It was a great day! Folks 

cooked up a storm in the kitchen, assembled breakfast 

sandwiches and Go-Bags, and worked on fleece 

blankets.  Thanks to Dena, Toby, Wendy, Susan, 

Pastor Julie, Avery, Donna, Carole, Oliver, Eli and 

Victor. Job well done, friends! (See Scenes from Oak 

Hill.) 

 

 
 

Your Isaiah 58 Shopping List 

 

March 2022 

6th - Canned Chili 

13th - your favorite condiment (plastic bottle, please!) 

20th - dried or canned beans 

27 - toilet paper 

 

April 2022 

3rd - Canned Tuna 

10th - canned fruit, your favorite 

17th - small container of laundry detergent (Dollar 

Store size) 

24th - rice mix or package of rice. 

 

Update: Sadly, I58 is no longer collecting the small 

water/soft drink bottles to use for laundry detergent 

due to safety concerns of having a cleaning supply in 

a drinking container. They are focusing on smaller 

store containers that clients can easily transport home 

from the ministry. Also, at this time they do not need 

plastic bags or egg cartons. Thanks to everyone who 

diligently saved all of the above and transport 

these items to us. Paper grocery bags are welcome. 

(Editor’s note: I’ve been trying to switch over to 

paper at the store. In addition to trying to remember 

to carry in my reusable bags.) 

 

Winter Outreach in its various forms  

We are continuing to provide meals and sandwiches 

for our friends at Winter Outreach. Please keep those 

volunteers and the folks they serve in your prayers. 

Thank you for your help with twin blankets and hand 

warmers. They have been delivered to Mokabees for 

the Winter Outreach Volunteers to share with folks on 

the street. And we keep making more, thanks to Dena 

Roper for coordinating. 

Dena at work again! 

 
 

Happenings at AMEN-St. Louis 

We’re looking for summer staff, watch for our job 

description coming soon. Also, we will be looking for 

adult and older youth volunteers (16+) who may be 

willing to step in to occasionally accompany or assist 

our groups for a day (or part of) during the summer.  

Please keep all of us in your prayers as we reconnect 

with our partner agencies, re-establish and make new 

connections with presenters; our mission trip groups 

as they prepare to travel and for our ministry to be 

able to operate this season. As everyone knows, all 

our plans are dependent on Covid numbers 

throughout all of our communities. Prayers for 

patience, flexibility and high vaccination rates and 

low positivity rates throughout. We’re fully booked! 

 

There are Go-Bags to share with neighbors in 

need, you’ll find them in the container outside the 

sanctuary entrance by the chair lift. 
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STEWARDSHIP AND PROPERTY 

COMMITTEE 

By Brian Heuckroth 

Hello Oak Hill Pres: 

 

Stewardship and Property had a busy month. 

 

We had a well-attended workday on February 12, 

where the sanctuary got its cushions cleaned, AMEN 

House ceiling tiles were replaced and the floor 

cleaned, the hallways in the church where the leaky 

roof caused some plaster to fall, the church network 

cables got installed so we can remove the wires on the 

hallway and sanctuary floors,  and a major carpentry 

project was done to level the chancel area to make the 

bands operation easier and safer. 

 

A HUGE thank you to all the OHPC members who 

participated! 

 

Coming up, the Theleos room’s new heating/cooling 

unit will be installed once wiring is updated.  

 

 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 

 

The following actions were reported or approved by 

Session in their February 9, 2022, Stated Scheduled 

Meeting: 

 

Average Worship attendance in person and via Zoom 

in January was 48. 

 

Membership as of January 31, 2022, was 95. 

 

Session approved the 2021 Statistical Report. 

 

Session approved the Covid-19 Task Force 

monitoring the Covid-19 numbers and when they felt 

it would be safe to re-open the church for in-person 

worship with the same safety restrictions as before, 

they would recommend a date for re-opening.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE 

 

Scholarship Fund 

Scholarship Application Packets for the fall semester 

of 2022 from the Oak Hill Scholarship Fund             

will be available in the church office beginning    

March 1.  The purpose of this fund is to assist 

members of the Oak Hill family in their pursuit of 

higher education.  Individuals eligible are students 

pursuing an under-graduate college degree or a post-

secondary degree at any state-licensed educational 

facility.  Graduate students are not eligible for this 

scholarship. Applications must be submitted by     

June 1 to be considered for scholarship.  Please 

contact the church office or Carole Adams for an 

application. 
 

 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 

 

Circle 3 will meet on Thursday, March 17, at 10 a.m. 

either on Zoom or in person.  We'll make that decision 

closer to the date, and let members know.  Please 

check with Jan Stanford for further information. 
 

 

BOOK CLUBS 

Oak Hill Book Club  

 

The book club will meet at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, 

March 8, at the Barrow residence to watch the movie, 

“Where’d You Go, Bernadette” (2019).  Please bring 

your dinner and join us! 
 

 
 

Touchy Topics 

The Touchy Topics book club meets Thursday, 

March 3, at 7:30 p.m. on Zoom. Normally to club 

meets the first Wednesday of the month, but for 

March, the first Wednesday is Ash Wednesday, so the 

meeting has been moved back a day. The book 

selected is Assata: An Autobiography, by Assata 

Shakur. The book traces Shakur’s early childhood to 

her current status as a political refugee in Cuba. For 

April, the book is Heartland: A Memoir of Working 

Hard and Being Broke in the Richest Country in the 

World, by Sarah Smarsh. This book, which focuses 

on cycles of poverty and social class in Kansas, was 

a National Book Award finalist for nonfiction in 

2018.   The Zoom ID # is 259 777 226, Password: 

Disciple. 



 
OAK HILL NEWS –MARCH 2022                                                6 

 

                           6 
 

 

CRAFT CLUB 

 

Craft Night 

Join us for Craft Night on Zoom Friday, March 18, at 

7:00 p.m.  Bring your current project and favorite 

snack and visit!  Contact Dena Roper with any 

questions.  
 

(Zoom meeting number 82317808360 password 

Disciple.)    

 

 

Under the Oak Tree 

 

If anyone has pictures they would like to put in the 

monthly newsletter under 

“Scenes from Oak Hill,” please 

send them to the office by the 

third Monday of the month.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scenes from Oak Hill 
 

Share Your Hearts Art Wall 

 

 

 

 

 

Presidents’ Day Projects 
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Presidents’ Day Projects (cont’d) 
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LECTIONARY FOR MARCH 

Ash 

Wednesday, 

March 2 

Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 or 

Isaiah 58:1-12 and  

Psalm 51:1-17;  

2 Cor. 5:20b-6:10;  

Matt. 6:1-6, 16-21 

Sunday, 

March 6 

Deut. 26:1-11 and  

Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16;  

Romans 10:8b-13;  

Luke 4:1-13 

Sunday, 

March 13 

Gen. 15:1-12, 17-18 and 

Psalm 2; Phil. 3:17-4:1;  

Luke 13:31-35 

Sunday, 

March 20 

Isaiah 55:1-9 and  

Psalm 63:1-8; 1 Cor. 10:1-13; 

Luke 13:1-9 

Sunday, 

March 27 

Josh. 5:9-12 and Psalm 32;  

2 Cor. 5:16-21;  

Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Oak Hill News 

Oak Hill Presbyterian Church 

4111 Connecticut Street 

St. Louis, Missouri  63116-3926   (314) 664-5525 

www.oakhillpcusa.org 

office@oakhillpcusa.org 

We are a welcoming congregation where visitors 

are always expected!  

 

Christian Education for All Ages (Zoom) 

9:30 a.m. 
 

Service of Worship (Zoom)  

10:30 a.m. 

 

The ministers of Oak Hill Church are its members 

assisted by: 
 

(Vacant) 

Pastor 
 

Rev. Dr. Alan Meyers 

“Amicus Ecclesiae” 

(Friend of the Church) 
 

Ms. Susan Brown 

Minister of Music 
 

Ms. Carole Adams 

Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

Articles for publication  

in the  

Oak Hill News  

need to be 

 submitted in writing  

to the church office by the 

3rd Monday of each month. 

http://www.forministry.com/63116OHPC
mailto:office@oakhillpcusa.org

