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With Jesus as our guide and community as our goal, we worship, love, serve and gro

Last Sunday, I wore a silly 

wig while preaching about 

community, I sat on the floor 

with Ms. Susan and banged 

plastic tubes to the tune of some song, I joined you 

in lighting candles to remember and celebrate the 

lives of people we love, and I prayed hard that 

God would guide us as a community. It was such 

an Oak Hill Sunday. It was such an Erin and Oak 

Hill together Sunday.  

 

For more than seven years, I have had the 

ridiculous privilege of getting to serve with you 

and laugh with you and learn and grow and try and 

fail and try again with you as your pastor. And I 

have loved it so very much.  

 

This church is so special. In the ways you love one 

another, the ways you show up for one another, 

the ways you can be both silly and very serious 

together. You love your neighbors, and you love 

God and you live out that love in very real ways- 

sharing your food and your space, advocating for 

change, praying for help, and singing with joy. 

You are willing to try new things, to build new 

relationships, and to learn new ideas. You 

encourage one another to pursue your own gifts 

and passions and you do such a great job of 

celebrating new and young leaders.  

 

You have also loved me well. As a leader, as a 

community member, as a parent, as a Cheeto 

enthusiast, and as the whole person God made me 

to be. I am so incredibly thankful for all the ways 

you have guided and encouraged me, welcomed 

and shared with me, challenged and stretched me, 

and offered me grace. I am a better person and a 

much better pastor because of these years we spent 

together. I will be telling the stories of our 

ministry together (especially the one about that 

time we served coffee communion in worship) 

and telling people of your love and faith my whole 

career and life long.  

 

I cannot believe I’ve been so lucky to have spent 

this time with you. Which means that leaving is 

that much harder. And these next couple Sundays 

are going to be emotional for me. Because I love 

being church with you so much.  

 

We’ll share communion together one more time 

on Sunday, November 7, hopefully without the 

previously mentioned offending elements, and 

afterwards at the Congregational Meeting you will 

vote to dissolve this pastoral call. But then we 

have one more Sunday as us. To be fully us 

together in worship. Perhaps there will be some 

silliness. Maybe even with musical tubes or 

confetti cannons or whatever other fun new tool I 

have hidden behind your fine pulpit. And maybe 

there will be a visit from my favorite church 

chicken, who knows? Certainly, there will be 

some reflecting and story sharing and, well, you 

know me, some tears. But mostly, it’s going to be 

a gathering full of love. The deep, faithful love of 

a community called by God to worship and  serve 

and share together, to work for liberation and 

justice together, to proclaim welcome and peace 

together, to be Christ’s church together.   

 



 
OAK HILL NEWS –NOVEMBER 2021                                                2 

 

                           2 
 

 

And then, there will be another Sunday. And 

another one after that. That’s the thing- the 

Sundays keep coming. And your Worship and 

Christian Education Committee, together with 

Pastor Alan and Susan Brown, are working hard 

on planning great things for Advent and 

Christmas. The Session and all your Committees 

are working together to plan for a smooth 

transition. The Presbytery is going to kick in with 

some support, too. And the Sundays will keep 

coming. And you will keep being church together. 

Because this church is so special. And God is with 

you. And God really loves being church with you.  

 

Beloved Oak Hill Community, thank you. I love 

you so much,   

Pastor Erin 

 

 

 WORSHIP AND CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

COMMITTEE 

By Matt Hanify 

Worship 

Over the past week, St. Louis COVID positivity rate 

is 4%, average new hospital admissions is 40, and 

average new confirmed cases is 17.  When all of this 

data is compiled, this means (imagine me tapping on 

a calculator) we’re not out of the woods.  So, we will 

continue to wear masks, which are available free of 

charge if you need.  We will continue to try to keep 

our distance from one another by sitting only in pews 

that have cushions and by waving instead of shaking 

hands.  We will avoid singing hymns (I know!).  We 

will not drink lukewarm, light brown church coffee 

during fellowship downstairs.  In short, we will do all 

that we can to keep our neighbors as safe as we 

possibly can. 

 

If in-person worship doesn’t work for you because 

you’re not feeling well, you live dozens/hundreds of 

miles away, or just don’t feel like fighting traffic, we 

also have a Zoom offering.  Details are available on 

the church’s website, oakhillpcusa.org.  

Sunday worship, 10:30 a.m., either in person or on 

Zoom (meeting ID 768 992 383) 

 

Communion 

Communion will continue with the individualized 

portions. They’re like tiny, plastic grails, so, like in 

the movie, make sure you choose wisely.  You have 

the option of bringing your own communion 

materials from home if you prefer.  And if you’re 

thinking that you would be the only one with a plastic 

bag of bread for communion, or if you’re worried 

about offending people during communion, I can 

assure you, neither of those things will happen.  

If you are worshiping with us online but would still 

like some communion delivered directly to you, 

please contact the church, or mention it in the chat 

during Sunday service.  We have managed this 

before, and we will do it again. 

 

Volunteering 

Sandy Kay and Lisa Thompson will be serving as 

liturgists on November 7. Sandy is also pulling 

double-duty as a greeter on that same day.  In the 

nursery, Heather Macarthur served as caregiver on 

October 17, while the nursery caregiver for 

November 14 will be Matt Hanify (ugh, this guy).  

Reminder though–per our child safety policy, we 

have to have two volunteers in the nursery. So if 

you’ve been waiting to sign up, NOW IS THE TIME!  

 

We greatly appreciate all the efforts of our Oak Hill 

volunteers.  Would you like to maybe see your name 

in print when we appreciate you as a volunteer?  It’s 

a church newsletter, so it’s pretty prestigious.  We 

don’t just throw any old name in here–that Hanify guy 

notwithstanding.  We would love to have you help as 

a liturgist, a greeter, a nursery caregiver, butchers, 

bakers, candlestick makers–all are welcome!   

You can sign up to volunteer for all of our church 

positions here: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0e4ea5ad28a1

f58-ohpc9  

 

Sunday School 

Children’s Sunday school will be taking a break until 

the new year.  This is not to say that we think, our 

precious, precious little ones need more sleep.  No, 

that’s not the case at all.  Instead, we are preparing for 

the children’s service during Advent.  So any      

young’uns who would like to be part of the service, 

please contact Susan Brown and continue to arrive at 

the church in the music room at 9:30 a.m. on Sundays 

starting October 31.  

 

Wednesday Bible Study 

Wednesday class continues working its way through 

Womanist Midrash, by Wilda C. Gafney. The book, 

which features  Gafney’s translations of Scripture,  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0e4ea5ad28a1f58-ohpc9
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0e4ea5ad28a1f58-ohpc9
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WORSHIP AND CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

COMMITTEE (cont’d) 

provides a fresh and integral point of view to an 

analysis of Biblical women and the profound depths  

 

of their stories. This blurb regarding Womanist 

Midrash ethically recycled from last week.  

Wednesday Bible Study, 11:00 a.m. on Zoom 

(meeting ID 259 777 226) 

 

 

EVANGELISM AND MEMBERSHIP 

COMMITTEE 

By Stephanie Hoegger 

At our meeting on October 6th, we finalized plans for 

this year’s Halloween festivities. On Sunday, October 

31, beginning at 5:30 p.m., we will be handing out 

candy to trick-or-treaters outside at the church.  

Please join us in the fun!  Spooky costumes and corny 

jokes are always welcome!  We appreciate any candy 

donations, which can be dropped off in the labeled 

box in the sanctuary.  
 

On Sunday October 3, we had our October Brown 

Bag Fellowship luncheon.  We enjoyed another 

potluck of great weather and great conversation. 

Afterward, communion was also delivered to 

extended members. 
 

Please join us again for a special Brown Bag 

Fellowship.  On Sunday November 7, after the 

congregational meeting, we will be hosting another 

BYOB (bring your own bagged lunch) potluck—but 

with a twist!  We will take our lunches with us for a 

quick drive to a nearby secret location.  It will be a 

special surprise that you won’t want to miss!  So pack 

your lunch (and maybe a lawn chair), and await the 

undercover instructions to be announced at the 

congregational meeting.  

 

 

MISSION AND JUSTICE COMMITTEE 

By Donna Cook  

Greetings from Mission and Justice Committee. 
 

This month we are sending $500 to Isaiah 58 

Ministries.  Our congregation does a great job 

participating in food collection projects but a 

monetary donation from our budget shows our 

commitment and understanding of the needs of their 

mission. https://i58ministries.org  
 

We are sending $200 to The Presbyterian Mission 

Agency in support of the mission and ministry of the 

Rev. Paula Cooper serving as the Regional Liaison 

for East Central Africa.  You can read more about 

Pastor Paula’s ministry here. 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/miss

ionconnections/paula-cooper/. Pastor Paula is the 

former pastor of Curby Memorial Presbyterian 

Church in St. Louis.  
 

In addition, we are renewing our commitment and 

membership with The More Light Presbyterians who 

are working toward the full participation of 

LGBTQIA+ people in the life, ministry and witness 

of the Presbyterian Church (USA) – and in society. 

We commit $200 to this ministry and witness. 

https://mlp.org/our-work/. Each of these groups are 

supported as regular line items in our budget and it 

shows our commitment to building up the kingdom of 

God here in St. Louis and around the world. 
 

No newsletter would be complete without your 

shopping list in support of Isaiah 58 Ministries. 
 

November  

7th - Your favorite Cake Mix (Cake Mix deadline!!!!) 

14th - Fruit Cocktail or other canned fruit 

21st - shaving cream or other personal hygiene item 

28th - fruit juice (plastic bottle, please) 
 

December  

5th - Hearty beef flavored soup 

12th - your favorite crackers, (saltines and snack 

types welcome) 

19th - your favorite pasta 

26th - bath soap (bars or gels) 

 

Monetary donations are welcome as well, you can 

donate to Isaiah 58 through the church’s giving page 

https://www.oakhillpcusa.org/donate/ or directly 

through Isaiah 58’s webpage  

https://i58ministries.org/donate/.  Remember you are 

welcome to bring whatever items you find on sale, 

whatever is hanging out in your pantry or your 

favorite that you must share with everyone! 

 

There are Go-Bags to share with neighbors in 

need, you’ll find them in the container outside the 

sanctuary entrance by the chair lift. 

https://i58ministries.org/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/missionconnections/paula-cooper/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/missionconnections/paula-cooper/
https://mlp.org/our-work/
https://www.oakhillpcusa.org/donate/
https://i58ministries.org/donate/
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STEWARDSHIP AND PROPERTY 

COMMITTEE 

Property 

Greetings, Oak Hill: 
 

Stewardship and Property is working on several tasks 

nowadays. 

1) A new roof has been installed over the sanctuary! 

2) Assembly of the 2022 Asking Budget, which is 

slated to be presented on November 7 to the 

congregation. 

3) Restoring the van to service to help people get to 

and from Oak Hill. 

4) Fixing things that break or wear out in our 

venerable collection of buildings 
 

A big thank you goes out to Brent, our Treasurer, who 

is masterminding the Asking Budget, to Don Stanford 

who's been shepherding the van restoration, and Mike 

Hale for a lot of work on the church buildings. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Brian Heuckroth 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP AND PROPERTY 

COMMITTEE (cont’d) 

 

Stewardship 
 

Session approved having a 

Congregational Meeting on 

Sunday, November 7, following 

worship, in person in the 

sanctuary (following safety 

guidelines) and on Zoom, to 

approve the Dissolution of the Pastoral Relationship 

with the Rev. Erin Counihan, receive a report from 

the 2021 Nominating Committee, and to present the 

2022 Asking Budget.  Sorry, no donuts this year!! 

 

 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 

The following actions were reported or approved by 

Session in their October 20, 2021, Stated Scheduled 

Meeting: 
 

Average Worship attendance in person and via Zoom 

in September was 48. 
 

Membership as of September 30, 2021, was 97. 
 

Financial Reports for August and 

Year-to-Date 2021 

   

September 

2021 YTD 

Total 

Income     

Actual $19,591.69 $113,230.24 

Budgeted $16,100.00 $113,660.00 

Over (Under) 

Budget  

  $3,491.69      ($429.76)   

      

Expenses     

Actual $13,661.01 $132,796.24 

Budgeted $20,675.00 $134,335.00 

Over/(Under) 

Budget  

 ($7,013.99)   ($1,538.76) 

 
    

Actual Net Revenue 

(Loss) 

   $5,930.68 ($19,566.00) 

Budgeted Net 

Revenue (Loss) 

 ($4,575.00) ($20,675.00) 

Over/(Under) Budget  $10,505.68      $1,109.00 
 

Session elected Sandy Kay to serve as Clerk Pro Tem 

in the absence of Carole Adams, Clerk of Session. 

 

Session approved amending the purpose of the 

November 7, 2021 Congregational Meeting from 

“Approve the 2022 Terms of Call for the Rev. Erin 

Counihan” to “Dissolution of Pastoral Relationship 

with the Rev. Erin Counihan.” 

 

 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 

 

Circle 3 will have a socially distanced meeting             

at church in the Theleos Room on Thursday, 

November 18, at 10 a.m.  Bring a sandwich - chips 

and dessert will be provided. This is our first 

meeting since we have changed our meeting date 

from the second Thursday to the third Thursday.  
 

 

BOOK CLUBS 

 

Oak Hill Book Club  

The book club will meet at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, 

November 9, to discuss the book, “The Dutch 

House,” by Ann Patchett.  We will be meeting at the 

Barrow residence.  Read the book, bring your dinner, 

and join us! 
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BOOK CLUBS (cont’d) 

Touchy Topics Book Club 

November’s Touchy Topics Book and Discussion 

Group will examine What Eyes Don’t See: A Story of 

Crisis, Resistance, and Hope in an American City, by 

Mona Hanna-Attisha. This first-person narrative 

recounts the public health disaster regarding lead in 

the water in Flint, Michigan. 

Touchy Topics Book Club, November 3, 7:30 p.m., 

Zoom Meeting ID: 259 777 226; contact the church 

for more information 

 

 

ARTS AND CRAFT CLUB 

Craft Night 

Crafty folks! We'll be meeting for our monthly Craft 

Night on Friday, November 19, at 7 PM.  You'll find 

us on Zoom at 823 1780 8360. Passcode: Disciple 

(case sensitive).  We hope you have a snack and 

beverages to enjoy and a project to work on or show 

off.  Artful coloring books, crocheting, Christmas 

Cards, crossword puzzles, whatever amuses you! Join 

us for the fun and fellowship.  Contact Dena Roper 

for more information. 

 

 

Under the Oak Tree 
 

 
 

We are in the process of trying to issue a new church 

directory.  If you have recently changed, added, or 

deleted your address, email, or telephone numbers 

(home or cell), would you please check with the office 

to see if we have the current information that you 

want published in the directory.  If you have any 

questions, please contact Carole Adams at 

office@oakhillpcusa.org or (314) 664-5525. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
LECTIONARY FOR NOVEMBER 

Sunday, 

November 7 

Ruth 3:1-5; 4:13-17, and 

Psalm 127 

 

Sunday, 

November 14 

1 Sam. 1:4-20 and  

1 Sam.  2:1-10 

 

Sunday, 

November 21 

2 Sam. 23:1-7 and 

Psalm 132:1-12 (13-18) or 

Dan. 7:9-10, 13-14 and 

Psalm 93; Rev. 1:4b-8; 

John 18:33-37 

Sunday, 

November 28 

1st Sunday of 

Advent 

Jer. 33:14-16 and 

Psalm 25:1-10;  

1 Thess. 3:9-13;  

Luke 21:25-36 

 

 

Scenes from Oak Hill 
Blessing of the Animals 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:office@oakhillpcusa.org
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Blessing of the Animals (cont’d) 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Cakes Mixes for Isaiah 58 Ministries 
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Cakes Mixes for Isaiah 58 Ministries 

(cont’d) 

 
 

 
 

Halloween  
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New Roof 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Oak Hill News 

Oak Hill Presbyterian Church 

4111 Connecticut Street 

St. Louis, Missouri  63116-3926   (314) 664-5525 

www.oakhillpcusa.org 

office@oakhillpcusa.org 

We are a welcoming congregation where visitors 

are always expected!  

 

Christian Education – 9:30 a.m. 
 

Service of Worship (In Person and Zoom)  

10:30 a.m. 

 

The ministers of Oak Hill Church are its members 

assisted by: 
 

Rev. Erin Counihan 

Pastor 
 

Rev. Dr. Alan Meyers 

Parish Associate 
 

Ms. Susan Brown 

Minister of Music 
 

Ms. Carole Adams 

Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Articles for publication  

in the  

Oak Hill News  

need to be 

 submitted in writing  

to the church office by the 

3rd Monday of each month. 

 

 

http://www.forministry.com/63116OHPC
mailto:office@oakhillpcusa.org

