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With Jesus as our guide and community as our goal, we worship, love, serve and gro

Okay, but what IS  

Salad Day?” 

 

This was the question I asked 

a church member recently when I learned about 

her high school’s different themed days for Spirit 

Week. The other themed days I was more familiar 

with–win Day (where you and your friend dress 

alike) or Wacky Tacky Day (where you just wear 

all sorts of miss-matched silliness), but I had never 

heard of Salad Day.  

 

At first, I was concerned because I generally think 

salad is gross and I wouldn’t want any students 

forced to celebrate things like leafy greens and 

vegetables–yuck! But then I learned the themes 

within the theme seemed to be more dressing-

based, and I got more excited. Yes, sure, the 

freshmen must dress in green to represent the most 

repulsive part of the salad, the lettuce, but the 

other classes get to be Ranch dressing (ranch 

wear), Thousand Island dressing (island vacation 

outfits), and Greek dressing (can we say 

Goddesses??) and all of that sounded pretty fun.  

 

And it made me wonder about the Spirit Days 

“Salad” we might create here at Oak Hill. Last 

weekend (in one weekend alone) we had folks 

cleaning at AMEN House to welcome a frequent 

visiting mission trip team back to our space for the 

first time in 18 months, a bunch of teenagers 

painted a new mural on the art wall, a group of 

volunteers hosted a booth all day at Tower Grove 

Pride, musicians came into the building to practice  

their bits for worship, we shared in an 

Intergenerational Sunday School Class, a couple 

of committees met (or almost-kinda met in the 

end), and of course we gathered for worship, both 

in-person and online. With all different flavors 

and textures and styles, with a whole lot of effort 

and compassion and love all tossed in one big 

church bowl, we had a bit of a ministry salad 

weekend. There was something in there for 

everyone. And it wasn’t terrible at all.  

 

When we are at our very best as a church, we are 

mixing things up–making space for everyone’s 

gifts and talents to be shared, trying out different 

recipes together, and throwing in all kinds of ideas 

and ingredients to see how God might make them 

work! I love getting to be ministry salad together 

at Oak Hill. Please just promise me that no one 

will bring kale….  

 

With love,  

Pastor Erin 
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 WORSHIP AND CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

COMMITTEE 

By Matt Hanify 

Worship 

Worship at Oak Hill offers two options.  If you wish 

to join us in person, that is fantastic–you are 

absolutely welcome.  As a reminder, please continue 

to (I only copied part of this from last month’s 

bulletin): 

• Wear masks, which are provided free of 

charge in the back if you need 

• Only sit in pews that have cushions 

• Limit physical contact as much as possible 

• Fill out the attendance form, located at the end 

of each pew 

• Save post-worship fellowship to outdoors, 

which will likely be, sadly, tomato free 

And if in-person doesn’t work, we are also offering a 

Zoom worship.  If you aren’t feeling well, please stay 

home and worship with us online.  If you woke up 

late, congratulations, you obviously don’t have small 

children, so feel free to join us on Zoom.  Details are 

available on the church’s website, oakhillpcusa.org.  

Sunday worship, 10:30 a.m., either in person or on 

Zoom (meeting ID 768 992 383) 

 

Communion 

Communion is improving.  We are still opting for the 

individualized portions, but our new tiny goblet 

option is easier to use and has been met more 

favorably (the Yelp reviews are encouraging).  As 

always, you have the option of bringing communion 

materials from home if you prefer, although bringing 

a bottle of wine to church on a Sunday morning seems 

iffy.  But, I mean this sincerely when I say–we won’t 

judge.  And, as always, our primary concern is the 

health and safety of our parishioners.   

 

World Communion Sunday, on October 3, however, 

might feature a bit of a surprise.  It all depends on 

when a certain somebody gets to the store.  We call 

this a “teaser.”  

 

If you are worshiping with us online but would still 

like some communion delivered directly to you, 

please contact the church or mention it in the chat 

during Sunday service.  I am not 100% how we would 

get communion to you, but we would figure it out. 

Blessing of the Animals 

Sunday, October 10, is Blessing of the Animals.  Last 

year, people walked past or drove past the church with 

their furrier loved ones and received a blessing and a 

treat.  This year, weather permitting, will feature a 

more formal, outdoor service.  So, bring your pets, 

bundle up (it’s fall, after all), and meet on the front 

steps of the church. 

Blessing of the Animals, October 10, 2:00 p.m. 

 

Sunday School 

Sunday School started back up on September 19. 

Current Sunday School classes feature An Illustrated 

Compassion, which features art and music (you heard 

that right).  Intergenerational classes are held in the 

Large Assembly Room downstairs, so there is plenty 

of room to spread out.   

Sunday School, 9:30 a.m. 

 

Wednesday Bible Study 

Wednesday class continues working its way through 

Womanist Midrash, by Wilda C. Gafney.  The book, 

which features Gafney’s translations of Scripture, 

provides a fresh and integral point of view to an 

analysis of Biblical women and the profound depths 

of their stories. The book is also highly accessible to 

scholars and laypeople alike.  

Wednesday Bible Study, 11:00 a.m. on Zoom 

(meeting ID 259 777 226) 

 

 

EVANGELISM AND MEMBERSHIP 

COMMITTEE 

By Stephanie Hoegger 

Our committee met on September 1st to discuss the 

upcoming events for October.  Considering the 

success of our “potluck” in August, we are planning 

another Brown Bag Fellowship Lunch for October.  

Please join us after church on Sunday, October 3, 

for another outdoor BYOB (bring your own 

bagged lunch) event!  Tables and chairs will be set 

up outside in the front of the church.  We look forward 

to enjoying some food and nice fall weather with you 

all.  (However, in case the weather decides not to 

cooperate, the luncheon will be cancelled.)   
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EVANGELISM AND MEMBERSHIP 

COMMITTEE (cont’d) 

After that, our annual Halloween festivities will be 

right around the corner!  We plan to host another year 

of trick-or-treating fun outside the church on Sunday, 

October 31. We will be taking candy donations up 

until that time.  Please stay tuned for church 

announcements regarding start time and volunteer 

opportunities for this spook-tacular event. 
 

 

MISSION AND JUSTICE COMMITTEE 

By Donna Cook  

Greetings from the Mission and Justice 

Committee  

 

Thank you to everyone for your help with our double-

booked events on September 25, we appreciate your 

assistance getting ready for our first post-pandemic 

(or mid-pandemic) mission team, arriving the first 

week of October. They are an intergenerational 

mission team from Minnetonka, Minnesota, and are 

frequent visitors to AMEN St. Louis.  

 

Thank you to everyone who could help at our table at 

Pride Fest - St. Louis in Tower Grove Park.  A Grand 

(and Arsenal) time was had by all!  

 

We’ve listed the Isaiah 58 Ministries wish list for 

October and November but first…. 

A SPECIAL REQUEST FOR THE HOLIDAYS: 

We have offered to provide 200 boxes of cake mix to 

Isaiah 58 Ministries for distribution during the special 

Thanksgiving and Christmas offerings.  Start bringing 

your cake mix gifts now!  Our deadline is     

November 7.  

 

October  

3rd - hand soap and/or Cake Mix 

10th - canned chicken and/or Cake Mix 

17th - your favorite vegetable, and of course, Cake 

Mix 

24th - canned spinach or other canned greens and a 

decadent Cake Mix 

31st - Happy Halloween - black beans and/or 

mandarin oranges, maybe Cake Mix 

 

 

 

November  

7th - Your favorite Cake Mix (Cake Mix deadline!!!!) 

14th - Fruit Cocktail or other canned fruit 

21st - shaving cream or other personal hygiene item 

28th - fruit juice (plastic bottle, please) 

 

Monetary donations are welcome as well, you can 

donate to Isaiah 58 through the church’s giving page 

https://www.oakhillpcusa.org/donate/ 

or directly through Isaiah 58’s webpage  

https://i58ministries.org/donate/  

Remember you are welcome to bring whatever items 

you find on sale, whatever is hanging out in your 

pantry or your favorite that you must share with 

everyone! 

 

There are Go-Bags to share with neighbors in 

need, you’ll find them in the box outside the 

sanctuary entrance by the chair lift. 

 

Our committee will be purchasing 1000 pencils and 

75 pencil holders to complete our pledge for the Back 

to School Project at I58 Ministries.  We will also be 

sending a $500 donation to the International Institute 

of St. Louis to use in whatever way is needed to aid 

refugees to our community. These funds come from 

the Mission and Justice Committee Budget 

designated for Community Outreach. 

 

Thank you to everyone for your show of love and 

compassion for our neighbors and community. 

 

Watch for more information about Mission and 

Justice events coming soon! 
 

 

STEWARDSHIP AND PROPERTY 

COMMITTEE 

By Carole Adams 

Property 

Good News!! A contract has been signed with 

Frederic Co., Inc., to replace the roof over the 

sanctuary!  Weather permitting, the work should 

begin within the next couple of weeks so we can 

expect the sanctuary to be safe and dry for the winter.  

As previously reported, the roof replacement will be 

paid from the reserves we maintain for this type of 

need.  
 

 

 

https://www.oakhillpcusa.org/donate/
https://i58ministries.org/donate/
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STEWARDSHIP AND PROPERTY 

COMMITTEE (cont’d) 

We are still in the process of getting the lock on the 

door of the van repaired.  Hopefully this will be 

completed in October and the van will be available 

for use. 

 

The HVAC systems are all repaired and are working.  

Thanks to Josh Smith for his help in getting this job 

completed. 

 

Thanks to Brent Crittenden, Josh Smith, Heather 

Macarthur, Dena Roper, and Brian Heuckroth their 

help in getting the AMEN House ready for the first 

visitors in October.  After getting a “to-do list” from 

Wendy Barrow, the “chores” were done on the 

September 26 workday. 

 
 

Stewardship 

 

Session approved having a 

Congregational Meeting on 

Sunday, November 7, 

following worship, in person 

in the sanctuary (following 

safety guidelines) and on 

Zoom, to approve the 

Pastor’s Terms of Call for 2022, receive a report from 

the 2021 Nominating Committee, and to present the 

2022 Asking Budget.  Sorry, no donuts this year!! 

 

 
   Through participation in the Peace & Global 

Witness Offering, our church is extending Christ’s 

peace throughout our community and our world.  We 

begin at the communion table, with our siblings in 

every time and place, and we celebrate the peace we 

find there and commit to building a more just and 

peaceful world.  We celebrate the truth found in                            

2nd Thessalonians, “Peace at all times in all ways.” 

   We will receive this offering on World Communion 

Sunday, October 3.  You can donate online, mail your 

offering to the church, or place it in the offering plate 

located in the back of the sanctuary (envelopes are 

available in the back of the sanctuary). 
 

 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 

The following actions were reported or approved by 

Session in their September 9, 2021, Stated Scheduled 

Meeting: 
 

Average Worship attendance in person and via Zoom 

in July was 51 and in August was 53. 
 

Membership as of August 31, 2021, was 97. 

 

Financial Reports for August and 

Year-to-Date 2021 

   

August 

2021 YTD 

Total 

Income     

Actual $ 9,537.35 $113,230.24 

Budgeted $16,100.00 $113,660.00 

Over (Under) 

Budget  

($6,562.65)      ($429.76)   

      

Expenses     

Actual $17.573.45 $149,171.44 

Budgeted $18,697.30 $149,780.40 

Over/(Under) 

Budget  

 ($1,123.85)      ($608.96) 

 
    

Actual Net Revenue 

(Loss) 

($8,036.10) ($35,941.20) 

Budgeted Net 

Revenue (Loss) 

($2,597.30) ($36,120.40) 

Over/(Under) Budget ($5,438.80)        $179.20 

 

Session approved signing a contract with Frederick 

Roofing to replace the roof over the sanctuary at an 

approximate cost of $50,000.  This expense will be 

taken from the reserve maintenance fund. 

 

 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 

 

Circle 3 will have a socially distanced meeting at 

church in the Theleos Room on Thursday, October 7, 

at 10 a.m.  Bring a sandwich - chips and dessert will 

be provided.  In November, we will start meeting on 

the third Thursday of the month at church.  

 

A big part of what we do at Circle 3 is projects for 

other groups.  We are starting a new project this 

month and are inviting you to join in.  We are making 

blue winter hats for a group called Hats Not Hate.  

Their mission is to “rally communities to raise 

awareness and stand up to bullying”.  The hats are 

distributed in October (which is anti-bullying month)  
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN (cont’d) 

to schools across the country along with some anti-

bullying programming.  They collect handmade hats 

(crochet, knit or loom knitted) that are at least 75% 

blue in a variety of sizes leaning toward large (16-20 

inches).  We are starting hats for 2022.  In 2021 they 

have collected more than 60,000 hats.  They are 

working on the final count for 2021 as this is being 

typed. 

 

How can you help?  If you can knit, crochet or loom 

knit, please consider joining us in this project and 

making a hat!  Make a hat at home and bring it to 

church.  If you are interested in making a hat but need 

supplies, let us know!  We can also direct you to some 

patterns.  If you don’t craft, but want to help, we’d be 

happy to accept donations of blue yarn.  This is an on-

going project.  We will send the hats in July or August 

but will accept hats as they get done.  Please contact 

Dena Roper with questions.  For more information 

about Hats Not Hate, feel free to look them up on the 

internet at hatnothate.org 

 

 

BOOK CLUBS 

 

Oak Hill Book Club  
The book club will meet at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday,    

October 12, at the Barrow residence.  We will discuss 

“Becoming Mrs. Lewis” by Patti Callahan.  Please bring 

your dinner and join us.  You also can join us on Zoom: 

259 777 226 Password: Disciple (case sensitive)  
 

 
 

Touchy Topics Book Club 

October’s Touchy Topics Book and Discussion 

Group will examine The Round House, by Louise 

Erdrich.  This novel, in which an Ojibwa boy in North 

Dakota explores the terrible events that permanently 

transform his family, won the National Book Award 

for Fiction in 2012. 

Touchy Topics Book Club, October 6, 7:30 p.m., 

Zoom Meeting ID: 259 777 226; contact the church 

for more information 

 

 

 

 

 

ARTS AND CRAFT CLUB 

Craft Night 

Craft night will be on Friday, October 15, at             

7:00 p.m. on Zoom . Grab your latest project and 

favorite snack and join us for a chance to visit and 

project together!  It’s a good time to get started on 

those Christmas cards or presents!   Zoom info is     

823 1780 8360 password: Disciple.  Please contact 

Dena Roper with any questions.   
 

 

Under the Oak Tree 
 

 
The sympathy and support of the congregation is 

extended to Anne Lawrence and her family, upon the 

death of her mother, Marjorie Kalhorn, on August 6, 

2021. 

 

 

 
 

 
LECTIONARY FOR OCTOBER 

Sunday, 

October 3 

Job 1:1; 2:1-10 and  

Psalm 26 

 

Sunday, 

October 10 

Job 23:1-9, 16-17 and 

Psalm 22:1-15 

 

Sunday, 

October 17 

Job 38:1-7 (34-41), 16-17 

and Psalm 104:1-9, 24, 

35c 

Sunday, 

October 24 

Job 42:1-6, 10-17 and 

Psalm 34:1-8 (19-22) 

 

Sunday, 

October 31 

Ruth 1:11-18 and  

Psalm 146 
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Scenes from Oak Hill 
Rally Day 
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Intergenerational Sunday School 

 
 

New Art Wall 

 
 

 
 

AMEN HOUSE CLEANUP DAY 
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TOWER GROVE PRIDE 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Oak Hill News 

Oak Hill Presbyterian Church 

4111 Connecticut Street 

St. Louis, Missouri  63116-3926   (314) 664-5525 

www.oakhillpcusa.org 

office@oakhillpcusa.org 

We are a welcoming congregation where visitors 

are always expected!  

 

Christian Education – 9:30 a.m. 
 

Service of Worship (In Person and Zoom)  

10:30 a.m. 

 

The ministers of Oak Hill Church are its members 

assisted by: 
 

Rev. Erin Counihan 

Pastor 
 

Rev. Dr. Alan Meyers 

Parish Associate 
 

Ms. Susan Brown 

Minister of Music 
 

Ms. Carole Adams 

Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Articles for publication  

in the  

Oak Hill News  

need to be 

 submitted in writing  

to the church office by the 

3rd Monday of each month. 

 

 

http://www.forministry.com/63116OHPC
mailto:office@oakhillpcusa.org

