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With Jesus as our guide and community as our goal, we worship, love, serve and grow.

I’m not sure if it is all 

the pollen in the air, all the 

graduation livestreams on 

my screens, or the flurry of 

updates running out of the CDC, but it certainly 

feels like we’ve plunged right into a time of 

change.  

Friends, maybe you’re feeling a bit 

relieved- to finally be able to hug your mom again, 

to start to return to some of your favorite spaces, 

to take some deep breaths.  
But also, I think it’s okay if we’re still a bit 

anxious.  I went to the YMCA the week that the 

CDC mask guidelines changed and it was like 

someone had flipped a switch in that space, and all 

precautions were down, and the building was 

packed, and no one was masked.  I wasn’t ready 

for that big a change, that fast.  After months and 

months and months of training myself to be so 

careful, I’m thinking it’s going to take my brain 

and my emotions a little time to make the 

transition back into a more public and shared life 

again.  

 I am hoping that we can have a whole lot 

of grace for each other in this transition.  With 

these incredible, wonderful vaccines, comes a 

whole lot of change.  And we all approach change 

differently, some charging ahead, some waiting to 

see, and many somewhere in between.  

We also have to remember that our 

youngest children and some others are still not 

eligible for vaccines, and will remain vulnerable 

even as the rest of us change around them.  

So, those of us who are charged with 

making decisions for large groups of people (like 

our Session and yours truly), we're recognizing 

that things are going to be a little awkward for a 

while.  The fancy word for that awkwardness is 

“transition.”  Our church is entering a time of 

transition.  

The Oak Hill COVID Task Force met last 

month and looked at all kinds of data and official 

public guidance and we made a plan and session 

approved the plan, and then THE NEXT DAY the 

CDC changed public guidance on mask wearing 

for vaccinated people.  (This is where I would 

normally insert a gif or emoji of someone 

smacking their own head with their hand.)  

So, our COVID Task Force agreed to meet 

again.  And we’re adjusting and reimaging and 

planning again.  The new plan will go before 

Session at their June 9 meeting and will be shared 

with the congregation after that.  And then maybe 

new research will say something else and the CDC 

will drop new guidance again the next day.  Then 

we will readjust again.  

This transition, back to public life, back to 

in-person gatherings, back to whatever new 

normal we will create together, might be a bit 

awkward, and it will certainly bring out emotions 

in all of it.  My prayer is that God will grant us 

grace for one another in the awkwardness.  My 

prayer is that God will give us wisdom, and 

courage, and creativity as we discern and decide. 

And my prayer is that God will continue to keep 

us faithful through all the changes.  

 

With love and hope,  

Pastor Erin  
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WORSHIP AND CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

COMMITTEE 

 
Worship 

Oak Hill worship will continue online for the 

foreseeable future.  The COVID Task Force is 

meeting and making some plans and will be in 

discussion with the Session about an update during 

the month of June.  Details to our plan will be 

provided on the church website after the June 9 

Session meeting.  You will be able to find all the most 

update information at www.oakhillpcusa.org.  

We are, however, seeing a break in the pandemic 

clouds.  People are getting vaccinated and mask 

mandates are easing.  Still, we as a community are not 

yet out of the woods.  We can, however, see the light 

at the end of the tunnel, which I (Matt Hanify) add 

mostly because I have not met my metaphor quota.  

Session will evaluate the latest St. Louis vaccination 

rates (35% in the county, 27% in the city as of today).  

We are excited at the prospect of in-person worship.  

We miss you (at least I do). But we want to return to 

the sanctuary safely. We ask for your patience and 

your grace. We also ask for any feedback or 

suggestions on what to do when, so please feel free to 

contact any session member. 

Sunday worship, 10:30 a.m. on Zoom (meeting ID 

768 992 383)  

 

Pentecost Worship Outside! We did recently enjoy 

an outdoor in-person worship for Pentecost. 

Gathering on the front church steps on a very warm 

day, with crafts and fire, oh my!  We are considering 

hosting a few more outdoor in-person worship 

services this summer, especially now that we know 

how fun they can be!  

Sunday School 

Sunday School will be taking a break for the summer. 

The final intergenerational class was May 30. 

However, we don’t want to leave our church family 

wanting educationally.  To that end, we are looking to 

schedule some monthly educational discussions 

focusing on current events (and maybe hornets).  

Post-Pentecost, the church is also considering adding 

an additional Bible study/educational opportunity 

during the week.  If you have any suggestions, ideas, 

or interests in this area, or would like to join, please 

let us know. 

Wednesday Bible Study 

The Wednesday class is continuing its journey 

through Amy Jill-Levine’s Short Stories by Jesus: 

The Enigmatic Parables of a Controversial Rabbi. 

This wise and entertaining book offers a fresh 

interpretation of the parables of Jesus.  

Wednesday Bible Study, 11:00 a.m. on Zoom 

(meeting ID 259 777 226). 

 

EVANGELISM AND MEMBERSHIP 

COMMITTEE 

 

In May, E & M hosted a morning hike at Cliff Cave 

Park.  We trekked a scenic loop that began and ended 

along the Mississippi River.  Members—both human 

and canine—were able to enjoy the time of fellowship 

among nature.  The group hike included a stop at the 

famous limestone cave, and we took in the river views 

at the top of the bluffs.  We even saw a few raptors 

and snakes, who also came out to enjoy the beautiful 

weather.  It was a refreshing excursion. 
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EVANGELISM AND MEMBERSHIP 

COMMITTEE (cont’d) 

The committee will host another fun outdoor 

gathering this month.  Please join us for the “Holy 

Rollers Part II” water balloon toss, on Saturday,    

June 12, at 10:00 a.m. in Tower Grove Park.  This 

will be a follow-up event to our popular summer Holy 

Rollers event, in which attendees meet in the park to 

ride bikes, trikes, scooters, skates, wagons, or any 

other wheeled device.  But this time, the rollers event 

will also include the addition of water balloons and 

water games!  Bring your mask and sunscreen, to 

hang out and roll with us.  We will meet at the same 

place as last time: at the inner road roundabout called 

West Drive, located just off the park’s west end 

entrance along Kingshighway.  All ages are welcome 

to join this exciting event.  Folks are encouraged to 

wear clothes than can get wet.  Water balloons will be 

provided. 

 

Summer on the Art Wall 

Our committee invites artists and creators to share 

Your Favorite Summertime Thing About St. Louis. 

We are prepping new art boards, which will be 

available in a box outside, by the Art Wall on the Oak 

Hill side of the church at the end of the first week in 

June.  You can come by, pick up a board, and then 

take it home to paint, collage, or otherwise decorate a 

piece on what you love to do in St. Louis in the 

summer.  We can’t wait to see your favorites!  

 

 

STEWARDSHIP AND PROPERTY 

COMMITTEE 

   

Roof inspection by a roofing contractor concludes 

that the sanctuary roof needs to be replaced in order 

to fix ongoing leaks.  This will be a major expense. 

Additional bids will be sought.  Brent Crittenden is 

leading the process to gather and review bids. 

 

The church van has been approved to be fixed, 

following an attempted theft of the van from the 

church parking lot.  The intent is to bring this van 

back into service to be ready for resumption of in-

person services.  Thanks to Don Stanford for 

shepherding this process. 

Mike Hale and Brent Crittenden got a proposal to 

update the sanctuary and other electrical and network 

infrastructure to prepare for “hybrid” services, where 

both in-person and online audiences can attend.  This 

proposal was approved by S&P and will go to Session 

for final approval due to the amount of the expense. 

 

Air conditioners were re-installed for the summer in 

Pastor Erin's and Carole's offices after services on 

May 23 by Brian Beckmann, Matt Hannity, and Brian 

Heuckroth. 
 

 

MISSION AND JUSTICE COMMITTEE 

 

Greetings from the Mission & Justice Committee 

 

Happy Power Hour – Friday June 4 

Join us on the front steps of the church on Friday June 

3rd at 6:30 p.m. for a time of conversation. Pastor 

Erin will lead us in what our partners at Metropolitan 

Congregations United (MCU) are calling 

Transformative Conversations. We'll discuss the local 

issues that are on our hearts and investigate the 

elements of power at play in those issues. Bring a 

chair, a drink of your own choosing, and a curious 

mind. The plan is to meet in-person outside, but in 

case of rain, we'll move to Zoom. If we need it, we 

will use Meeting ID: 259 777 226. Password: Disciple 

(case sensitive).   

 

Help Us Collect School Supplies for Area Kids 

As schools end instruction for the summer, Isaiah 58 

Ministries begins to gear up for its Back-to-School 

Fair.  This year it is planned for Saturday, July 24, at 

the ministry location on South Grand. Watch for more 

details about volunteer opportunities as they develop. 

(Teachers and students don’t read the next part yet.) 

In the meantime, start planning your Back-to School 

shopping strategy. We’ve been asked to collect 2,300 

#2 pencils and 150 flat, three ring binder style, and 

pencil holders. It’s early for sales, but you never 

know! Isaiah 58 Ministries is always in need of shelf 

stable pantry items. Peanut butter, canned greens, 

canned spinach and sardines are always requested. 

Hand soap, bar soap, liquid dish detergent, and 

diapers of assorted sizes are in need as well. Watch 

this space and the weekly e-news for updates and 

volunteer opportunities.  
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 

 

The following actions were reported or approved by 

Session in their May 12, 2021 Stated Scheduled 

Meeting:  
 

Average Worship attendance in April (via Zoom) was 

55. 
 

Membership as of April 30, 2021 was 100 (no 

change). 
 

Financial Reports for April and 

Year-to-Date 2021 

   

April 

2021 YTD 

Total 

Income     

Actual $21,207.70 $60,147.04 

Budgeted $10,100.00 $40,885.00 

Over (Under) 

Budget  

$11,107.70 $19,262.04 

      

Expenses     

Actual $16,612.44 $71,560.09 

Budgeted $18,632.30 $73,071.20 

Over/(Under) 

Budget  

 ($2,019.86)  ($1,511.11) 

 
    

Actual Net Revenue 

(Loss) 

  $4,595.26 ($11,413.05) 

Budgeted Net 

Revenue (Loss) 

 ($8,532.30) ($32,186.20) 

 

Upon the recommendation of the COVID Planning 

Task Ford, session voted to keep the church building 

closed to large gatherings, including worship, until 

September, but to offer small groups (15 or less) the 

option of meeting in the church building starting in 

June, following safe COVID protocols.   Session will 

review this approved recommendation on a monthly 

basis at stated session meetings and make appropriate 

adjustments. 
 

 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 

 

Circle 3 will have a Zoom meeting at 10 a.m. on 

Thursday, June 3, Zoom Meeting ID: 886 1391 8422, 

Passcode: 081116.  (Call in by phone using phone 

number: 312-626-6799, then enter both the meeting 

ID and the passcode).  

 

Circle 3 will not meet in person until the church 

reopens and it is safe for groups to meet again. When 

this occurs, we will resume meeting at 10 a.m. on the 

first Thursday of the month in the Theleos Room. 
 

 

BOOK CLUBS 

 

Book club will meet at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, June 8, 

on Zoom: 259 777 226. Password: Disciple (case 

sensitive).  Please read “The Truths We Hold: An 

American Journey” by Kamala Harris and join us! 

 

 
 

Thursday Touchy Topics Book Club 

The Touchy Topics book club will meet on 

Wednesday, June 2, 7:30 p.m.. This month, the book 

selected is Caste: the Origins of Our Discontents, by 

Isabel Wilkerson. Labeled “an instant American 

classic” by The New York Times, this book examines 

the unspoken hierarchy that has shaped this country 

and what lies under the surface of ordinary lives in the 

US. Zoom Meeting ID: 259 777 226. Password: 

Disciple (case sensitive).   

 

 

ARTS AND CRAFT CLUB 

 

Craft Night 

Please join us on Zoom for Craft Night!  We will be 

meeting on Friday, June 25, at 7 p.m.  This is a change 

from our regular day of Thursday.  Bring a snack and 

a project and come visit with us!  We are looking at 

meeting in person at church some month soon. Keep 

an eye out for more information. The Zoom number 

is 823 1780 8360, password: Disciple.  Contact Dena 

Roper with any questions  

 

 

Under the Oak Tree 

 

 
The sympathy and support of the congregation is 

extended to the family of Dan Link who passed away 

on May 13, 2021. 
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The sympathy and support of the congregation is 

extended to the family of Peggy Barrow who passed 

away on May 28, 2021. 

 

 

Graduation 
Congratulations to Carolyn Ream who graduated 

from Boston College on May 24 with a Bachelor’s 

degree in Biochemistry.  Carolyn plans on starting 

medical school in July (probably) at Jefferson 

Medical College in Philadelphia. 

 

Congratulations to Savannah Sowell who graduated 

from the University of Pittsburgh on May 4 with a 

Bachelor’s Degree in Political Science and Urban 

Studies.  Savannah 

 plans on getting the best job ever very soon.  

 

 
 

A Big Move  

Pastor Jillian Embrey and her family have shared the 

bittersweet news that they will be moving to Ohio in 

June.  While they are thrilled to be moving closer to 

family and dear friends, they are heartbroken to be 

leaving their Oak Hill family.  We have loved the 

years that this family has been such a big part of our 

community and the ministry, both as AMEN Director 

and as Parish Associate, that Rev. Jillian has shared 

with us. The  Graber-Embreys do plan to join us in 

worship online for now and you may see them around 

as Jillian will return a few times each year to check in 

with her now mostly remote job in-person.  Please 

keep the whole family in your prayers as they make 

this big transition.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
LECTIONARY FOR JUNE 

 

Sunday, 

June 6 

1 Sam. 8:4-11 (12-15) 16-

20 (11:14-15) and  

Psalm 138 

 

Sunday, 

June 13 

1 Sam. 15:34-16:13 and 

Psalm 20 

 

Sunday, 

June 20 

1 Sam. 17:(1a, 4-11, 19-

23) 32-49 and Psalm 9:9-

20 or 1 Sam. 17:57-18:5, 

10-16 and Psalm 133 

 

Sunday, 

June 27 

2 Sam. 1:1, 17-27 and 

Psalm 130 

 

 

Scenes from Oak Hill 
Outdoor Worship on Pentecost Sunday 

May 23 

 

 
 

 

 

 

) 
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Outdoor Worship on Pentecost Sunday 

May 23 (cont’d) 

“ 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Hike at Cliff Cave Park 
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Hike at Cliff Cave Park (cont’d) 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Oak Hill News 

Oak Hill Presbyterian Church 

4111 Connecticut Street 

St. Louis, Missouri  63116-3926   (314) 664-5525 

www.oakhillpcusa.org 

office@oakhillpcusa.org 

We are a welcoming congregation where visitors 

are always expected!  
 

Christian Education (Zoom) – 9:30 a.m. 

 

Service of Worship (Zoom) – 10:30 a.m. 

 

The ministers of Oak Hill Church are its members 

assisted by: 
 

Rev. Erin Counihan 

Pastor 
 

Rev. Dr. Alan Meyers 

Parish Associate 
 

Rev. Jillian Embrey 

Parish Associate 
 

Ms. Susan Brown 

Minister of Music 
 

Ms. Carole Adams 

Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Articles for publication  

in the  

Oak Hill News  

need to be 

 submitted in writing  

to the church office by the 

3rd Monday of each month. 

 

 

http://www.forministry.com/63116OHPC
mailto:office@oakhillpcusa.org

