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With Jesus as our guide and community as our goal, we worship, love, serve and grow.
The answer is: we don’t
know.
If you are wondering when
we might return to worship in the sanctuary, how
we are going to stay connected to both online and
in-person worshippers, what is communion going
to look like going forward, do I need to buy more
masks, when are we going to be able to finally
sing together again, what about nursery care, and
WHEN IS THIS PANDEMIC GOING TO BE
OVER…the honest answer is, we don’t know.
Since March of last year, we’ve been discussing
and praying and figuring this all out together as
we go. From video worship to zoom worship to
outdoor worship, from tracking down not-at-allavailable hand sanitizer to tracking down actual
research on droplet reach, from Wi-Fi upgrades to
buying new sound equipment, we have been
careful, thoughtful, and prayerful about the whole
process of being church together during a
pandemic.
Last week, a Task Force created by the Session
met to discuss when and how we might re-open
the building. We combed through CDC data and
guidance from the Wisconsin Council of
Churches, we dove into the city’s positivity rate
and vaccination statistics, and we read through the
re-opening plans of several local congregations.
And even after all of that, we realized we still have
some more research to do.
The Task Force is working on presenting a plan to
the session at our May 12 meeting, based on data

and metrics, based on our call to love one another
and to care for the most vulnerable among us,
based on our confidence in the creativity of this
congregation to stay connected even while
distancing.
And we will have a plan, and we will work on
logistics and technology and sanitizing and pay
care to all of the details, and we still won’t know
what it will look like, what it will feel like, what it
will be like.
When I got my COVID vaccination, I expected to
be emotional. Knowing that so many people
worked so hard to do the research, to test and test
and test the shots, to manufacture the supply, to
pack, ship, track, and monitor distribution. It
really was a heroic effort by so many people to get
these vaccines to us. That kind of knowing
usually sends me right to tears. And yet, I wasn’t
emotional, because I still had this clear feeling that
we aren’t done yet. Even with these shots, it
doesn’t mean the pandemic is over and everything
can go back to how it used to be.
We have all been changed by this experience. Our
homes, schools, workplaces; our families,
relationships, and hobbies are all different now.
And church will be different, too. We may not
know exactly what that means yet, but I do know
that we will figure it out together, with God’s help.
I know it, because it’s what we’ve been doing all
along. I’m so glad we get to not-know together.
With love and hope,
Pastor Erin
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Worship
We will continue gathering online for worship each
week at least through Pentecost (May 23, which of
course we knew and didn’t have to look up). More
details are available on the church’s website,
oakhillpcusa.org.
We are at last starting to have some serious
discussions on returning to in-person worship. If you
have any thoughts on the matter, please feel free to
contact the church either through Facebook, email
(office@oakhillpcusa.org), phone (314-664-5525), or
someone on the task force (see SESSION
HIGHLIGHTS). Nothing is settled; we don’t even
have a date set. But as more and more people are
vaccinated and the city begins to open up, we are
excited at the prospect of seeing each other face to
face.
A final and enthusiastic “Thank you!” to Lucie
Crittenden and her art that graced the sanctuary
during Lent. Her grand talents are appreciated, and
including pictures of her art helps to flesh out the
W&CE newsletter submission.

Sunday worship, 10:30 a.m. on Zoom (Meeting ID is
768 992 383).
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Sunday School
2
Intergenerational Sunday school has started again and
will continue through Pentecost. Feel free to join,
even if you haven’t been attending before. We are
starting a new series, on Sunday, May 2 called An
Illustrated Compassion: Learning to Love Like God.
Post-Pentecost, the church is considering adding an
additional Bible study/educational opportunity during
the week. If you have any ideas or interest would like
to join, please let us know.
Sunday School, 9:30 a.m. on Zoom (Meeting ID is
768 992 383).
Wednesday Bible Study
The Wednesday class is also starting a new series this
May, as the class will begin reading Amy JillLevine’s “Short Stories by Jesus: The Enigmatic
Parables of a Controversial Rabbi.” This book
explores the parables of Jesus, taking readers back in
time to see these stories through the eyes of the Jewish
audience.
Wednesday Bible Study, 11:00 a.m. on Zoom
(Meeting ID is 259 777 226).

PENTECOST OUTSIDE!
We will gather, masked and distanced, outside for
worship on Pentecost Sunday, which is May 23.
Bring a chair and meet us on the front lawn of the
church for an in-person, outdoor service. We will
bring the technology with us, so if you’re not
comfortable, ready, or able to join in person, you can
still connect and participate in the service on Zoom.
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•

E&M hosted the Annual Easter Egg Hunt on
Saturday, April 3, and it was a huge success! There
were three hunts to accommodate the great number of
children that attended. To keep the event safe and nocontact, kids collected empty eggs on the lawn
outside the pavilion and then returned them for
scoops of candy, relative to the number of eggs
collected. The turn-out was unexpectedly high. We
were blessed to have sunny weather, and fun was had
by all. After the hunt, bags of candy were assembled
and delivered to extended members, along with cards
wishing them a happy Easter.

•

As another opportunity for fellowship, the committee
is also planning an outdoor event in May. They will
host a nature hike on Saturday, May 1, at Cliff Cave
County Park. Members and friends will meet at the
church parking lot at 9:00 a.m. to
caravan to the park, or meet us at
the Riverside Shelter trailhead at
9:30 a.m.
All abilities are
welcomed. The scenic trail is
paved and relatively flat, with offshoots into wooded areas for
more adventurous hikers. The
trail loops through the nature area, along the
Mississippi, and of course past the famous limestone
bat cave. We look forward to seeing you there and
enjoying God’s presence in nature together!

That's it for now. Peace be with you.
Brian Heuckroth

STEWARDSHIP AND PROPERTY
COMMITTEE
Hello, Oak Hill Pres from your Stewardship and
Property Committee
Committee members are Brian Heuckroth (Chair),
Brent Crittenden, Mike Hale, Carole Adams, and Don
Stanford.
Here's what's happening:
• We are seeking out roofers who can assist us in
resolving the known water leaks above the
sanctuary and the entry foyer.

•

•
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The Educational Building water leak has been
3
found to be an insufficiently-tightened air bleed
screw on a radiator. Thanks to Josh Smith for
helping get this resolved.
The electrical infrastructure plan which Mike is
driving will be broadened to encompass some
additional wiring for the alter performance area.
Planning is underway for a slight remodel in the
sanctuary to be safer, better wired, and support
hybrid church services with both live worship
and streaming.
Discussion of and planning for the church
building reopening is starting this week with a
number of OHPC folks and Pastor Erin. Once
the plan is in place, there will be more tasks for
S&P to pursue. Stay tuned.

Pentecost Offering
In May, we will be collecting a special offering in
celebration of Pentecost. Across the denomination,
churches will receive this offering to support young
people and inspire them to share their faith, ideas, and
unique gifts with the church and the world. A gift to
the Pentecost Offering helps the church encourage,
develop, and support its young people, and also
address the needs of at-risk children. 40% of the
Pentecost offering is retained by individual
congregations wanting to make an impact in the lives
of young people within their own community. The
remaining 60% is used to support children-at-risk,
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youth, and young adults through ministries of the
Presbyterian Mission Agency. You can contribute to
this offering through online giving on the church
website, or by mailing a check to the church with
“Pentecost Offering” in the memo line.

MISSION AND JUSTICE COMMITTEE
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Just a reminder we have suspended operations at
4
AMEN St. Louis through the end of the year, but
plans are in the works for resuming operations in
2022. We already have 4 groups scheduled.
Thank you for your continued support of Isaiah 58
Ministries. If you are interested in volunteering you
can
find
out
about
opportunities
here https://i58ministries.org/volunteer/.
Your
donations of food and hygiene items can be dropped
off at the ministry M-F, 10 a.m.–1 p.m. or contact
Donna Cook for a porch pick up. Our friends at Isaiah
have mentioned they do have a need currently for
canned spinach and for peanut butter.

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
The following actions were reported or approved by
Session in their April 14, 2021 Stated Scheduled
Meeting:
MCU Power Academy
Metropolitan Congregations United is bringing
community organizing training to you! In virtual
sessions, we invite you to join us to learn more about
how lean into your own power, to build power with
neighbors, and make positive change in our
communities. Led by local organizers, you’ll learn
more about our approach to building power and
practice putting some of these skills and strategies in
action! Usually, interested folks pay to go to a weeklong training for this info, but this year, MCU is trying
out these mini-sessions, and offering them to you on
Zoom FOR FREE! The Power Academy is designed
for participants to attend both sessions, but if you can
only make one or the other, please don’t let that stop
you! Join usFriday, May 21st, 6pm-8pm and
Saturday, May 22nd, 11am-1pm
You can register online here: Power Academy
Training Part 1 (everyaction.com)

Greetings friends from the Mission and Justice
Committee. We’re hard at work organizing some
new mission opportunities for summer! Watch the
weekly emails for upcoming opportunities.

Average Worship attendance in March (via Zoom)
was 55.
Membership as of March 31, 2021 was 100 (no
change).
Financial Reports for March and
Year-to-Date 2021
March

2021 YTD
Total

Income
Actual
Budgeted
Over (Under) Budget

$20,431.85
$20,475.00
($43.15)

$38,939.34
$30,766.00
$8,154.34

Expenses
Actual
Budgeted
Over (Under) Budget

$12,218.93
$15,277.30
($3,058.37)

$54,785.65
$54,438.90
$346.75

YTD New Revenue
(Loss)

$8,212.92

($15,846.31)

The following have agreed to serve on a task force to
investigate and plan for when and how we might be
able to safely and carefully resume in-person worship
and re-open the building: Sandy Kay, Brian
Heuckroth, Donna Cook, Heather Macarthur, Jillian
Embrey, and Erin Counihan.
Session agreed to keep the church closed through the
Day of Pentecost, May 23,2021.
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SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE

IN THE COMMUNITY

Scholarship Fund
Scholarship Application Packets for the fall semester
of 2021 from the Oak Hill Scholarship Fund are
available in the church office. The purpose of this
fund is to assist members of the Oak Hill family in
their pursuit of higher education. Individuals eligible
are students pursuing an under-graduate college
degree or a post-secondary degree at any statelicensed educational facility. Graduate students are
not eligible for this scholarship. Applications must be
submitted by June 1 to be considered for scholarship.
Please contact the church office or Carole Adams for
an application.

Stories of Resistance
Looking for something free and pandemic-careful
and fun in the city? Head over to the Contemporary
Art Museum St. Louis (3740 Washington Blvd.) for
their current exhibit: Stories of Resistance. This
collection explores artistic forms of resistance from
across the world. Through visual narratives, artists
amplify and bring to focus the multitude of conditions
that ignite and inspire people to resist. The exhibition
will activate the entire museum space, inside and out,
with video, photography, drawing, sculpture,
painting, and installation.
Admission is free and there is free parking in front of
the museum. You do need to go online and reserve
free tickets, as that is part of their pandemic safety
planning. Also, masks and distancing are expected.
For more info, go to www.camstl.org or call 314-5354660.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
Circle 3 will have a Zoom meeting at 10 a.m. on
Thursday, May 6. Zoom Meeting ID: 886 1391 8422,
Passcode: 081116. (Call in by phone using phone
number: 312-626-6799, then enter both the meeting
ID and the passcode).
Circle 3 will not meet in person until the church
reopens and it is safe for groups to meet again. When
this occurs, we will resume meeting at 10 a.m. on the
first Thursday of the month in the Theleos Room.
BOOK CLUBS
The Touchy Topics and regular book club will meet
together this month at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, May 11,
on Zoom to discuss “The Vanishing Half” by Brit
Bennett. Zoom Meeting ID: 259 777 226. PW:
Disciple (case-sensitive). Please read the book and
join us!
ARTS AND CRAFT CLUB
Craft Night
Please join us for Craft Night on Thursday, May 27,
at 7 p.m.! Bring your current project and snacks or
just come hang out with us! We are on Zoom meeting
number 82317808360 password Disciple. Please
contact Dena Roper with any questions!
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Tour Your Own Hometown!
Did you know that the Missouri History Museum is
offering educational tours of St. Louis, both in-person
and virtually. Through their SeeSTL tours, you can
get to know an entirely different side of St. Louis,
hear new stories, and interact with St. Louis history in
unexpected (and sometimes odd) ways. See the whole
city on your computer screen, or dive into the
architecture and history of individual neighborhoods
on foot. For the schedule of upcoming tours, to buy
tickets, or for more information, please call (314)
746-4599 or go to https://mohistory.org/learn/see-stl.
Liberation Bible Study – Free and online!
Look, we know you’d love to be able to join the
Wednesday Bible Study class at Oak Hill, but school
or work or life keeps getting in the way! If you are
looking to add a little bible study in your life, that
works with your schedule, Liberation Bible Study is
a great option! Liberation Bible Study is a podcast
from More Light Presbyterians, where each week
Executive Director Rev. Alex McNeill and guests
read the Bible as a source of inspiration and strength
to help listeners live into God’s abundant vision for
their life and the world. You can access these studies
any time at:
https://mlp.org/liberation-bible-study/
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May is Mental Health Awareness Month
Did you know that the PC(USA) has a new Mental
Health Initiative? Did you know that our presbytery
has a new worshiping community focused around
ministry to those with mental illness? Are you
looking for local and national resources around
mental health care and advocacy? Check it out:
Presbyterian Mental Health Initiative
A churchwide mental health initiative (Item 10-11)
was adopted by the 223rd General Assembly in 2018.
It called for: (1) a new grant program, (2) a new
churchwide mental health network, (3) a churchwide
survey of mental health ministry, (4) review and
update of Comfort My People: A Policy Paper on
Serious Mental Illness (2008), (5) a report with
follow-up recommendations to the 2020 General
Assembly. In February 2020, the Presbyterian
Mission Agency Board voted unanimously to forward
the resulting report: (Item 02-094) On Furthering
Mental Health Ministry in the Presbyterian Church
(USA), to the 224th General Assembly (now deferred
to 2022). The grant program and Associate for Mental
Health Ministry staff position have been extended
into 2021/2022.
Presbyterian Mental Health Network
Presbyterian Mental Health Network (PMHN) is a
new churchwide independent grass roots network
launched with the support of a mental health
ministry grant. Its purpose is to facilitate networking,
conversation, and the sharing of stories and models
for mental health ministry across the church. The
PCUSA Associate for Mental Health Ministry
collaborates closely with this developing network.
PMHN hosted its first webinar on Sept 30,
2020: Spiritual and Mental Health in the Time of
COVID-19. You can watch the webinar here:
https://vimeo.com/464195726

Light for the Darkness
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Light for the Darkness,
both a new worshiping
community and the
mental health ministry
of Giddings-Lovejoy,
provides
educational
opportunities to reduce
the stigma of mental health variances and increase
mental health resources knowledge. We also facilitate
spiritual, worshipful, community groups for those
struggling with where God is in the midst of their
darkness; in these groups, members truly feel heard,
valued, and connected. If you would like Light for the
Darkness to speak briefly at your church, sharing
some facts about Mental Health to increase
awareness, decrease stigma and share resources
available, we want to help shine a light in the
darkness. Perhaps you are willing to include a
Newsletter snippet about mental health and resources
available, or about Light for the Darkness and the
work we do? Please email us.
If you are depressed or anxious and need somewhere
to start, someone to listen, or would like to try our
Monday night (7-8pm) community group via Zoom,
call, text, or just show up. Light for the Darkness does
not provide diagnoses or treatment, but we are
genuinely familiar with the darkness, will listen, will
find some helpful resources for you, if necessary, and
can hopefully point you toward the glimpses of light
that God provides us in the midst of the darkness.
Other Mental Health Resources
National Alliance on Mental Health:
https://www.nami.org/
Mental Health America:
https://www.mhanational.org/
Care and Counseling:
https://careandcounseling.org/
Missouri Dept of Mental Health:
https://dmh.mo.gov/
Behavioral Health Response:
https://bhrstl.org/
24-hr hotline: 314-469-6644
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Easter Egg Hunt

Easter Sunrise Service

Art Wall – Stations of the Cross
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Art Wall – Stations of the Cross
(cont’d)
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Oak Hill News
Oak Hill Presbyterian Church
4111 Connecticut Street
St. Louis, Missouri 63116-3926 (314) 664-5525
www.oakhillpcusa.org
office@oakhillpcusa.org
We are a welcoming congregation where visitors
are always expected!
Christian Education (Zoom) – 9:30 a.m.
Service of Worship (Zoom) – 10:30 a.m.
The ministers of Oak Hill Church are its members
assisted by:
Rev. Erin Counihan
Pastor

LECTIONARY FOR MAY
Sunday,
Acts 8:26-40 and
May 2
Psalm 22:25-31;
1 John 4:7-12; John 15:1-8
Sunday,
Acts 10:44-48 and
May 9
Psalm 98; 1 John 5:1-6;
John 15:9-17
Ascension of the
Acts 1:1-11 and Psalm 47
Lord
or Psalm 93; Eph. 1:15-23;
Thursday,
Luke 24:44-53
May 13
Sunday,
Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 and
May 16
Psalm 1; 1 John 5:9-13;
John 17:6-19
Day of Pentecost
Acts 2:1-21 or Ezek. 37:1Sunday,
14 and Psalm 104:24-34,
May 23
35b; Rom. 8:22-27 or
Acts 2:1-21; John 15:2627; 16:4b-15
Sunday,
Isaiah 6:1-8 and Psalm 29;
May 30
Rom. 8:12-17; John 3:1-17

Rev. Dr. Alan Meyers
Parish Associate
Rev. Jillian Embrey
Parish Associate
Ms. Susan Brown
Minister of Music
Ms. Carole Adams
Secretary
Articles for publication
in the
Oak Hill News
need to be
submitted in writing
to the church office by the
3rd Monday of each month.

