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With Jesus as our guide and community as our goal, we worship, love, serve and grow.

It gets me every time.
When we’re preparing
for Easter, and we’re
reading the story, and the women are heading to
the tomb, grief-stricken and terrified, but
faithfully heading to the tomb to take care of their
dead friend. And he’s not there. He’s already
gone. It’s already happened. They just didn’t
know it yet.
Every. Single. Time.
This part of the story grabs me and won’t let me
go. That they are weary and worried, they feel
miserable and hopeless, they miss him and are
overwhelmed by all that’s happened. And still,
they’re doing what they should do, what they do
out of love. And they don’t even know.
That everything has changed.
Already.
I think about how often this must happen to us.
That we are continuing on, that we are lost in our
feelings, that we haven’t taken notice, or maybe
we haven’t been shown yet…but that the very
thing that would give us hope, the very thing
we’ve been praying for…has already happened.
We just don’t know it yet.
There’s a hymn we sing in worship sometimes,
Canticle of the Turning, which is an adaptation of

Mary’s Magnificat. Because it’s based on that
song Mary sings when she discovers she’s
pregnant with Jesus, it’s placed in the Advent
section of our hymnals. But I really hear it as an
Easter anthem, too.
My heart shall sing of the day you bring
Let the fires of your justice burn
Wipe away all tears for the dawn draws near
And the world is about to turn!
This Easter, I allow myself to wonder: What if
God is already turning the world? What if the
justice fires that have been burning lately are the
first little nudges of a movement that God has
already begun, and we just don’t know it yet.
Even as we are overwhelmed, even when all
seems bleak and terrible and lost, even when we
aren’t sure what to do next. What if we just keep
doing the faithful and loving things we’ve been
taught to do, and let God meet us there, to show
us how the world, indeed, has been turned….
That part of the story gets me every time. I really
hope it gets all of us this time.
Happy Easter, friends.
With love and hope,
Pastor Erin
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have sanitizer and wipes available and will have a
2
sign-in sheet available for contact tracing. Please do
not show up if you are feeling ill or have a
temperature. Click here for the link to sign up.
Easter Sunday (April 4) will have two services.
An in-person sunrise service on the front steps begins
at 6:15 a.m. Please bring your mask, maybe some
chairs, and bundle up; it can be chilly. Also, we will
share in communion, so please bring your own bread
and drink, to be safe. Oh, also, we will be flowering
the cross, so you may want to bring some flowers to
add! Whew, you better pack a backpack.
Then we will have an online Easter Sunday service at
regular time (10:30 a.m.), on Zoom, with
communion. Zoom Worship Meeting ID: 768 992
383.
Art in the Sanctuary
During this Lenten season, Lucie Crittenden has
been contributing her art to the congregation’s
spiritual journey. Her added blessings are in the
sanctuary, can be seen during worship, and will
continue through Easter.

We are thrilled to welcome you to Holy Week at
Oak Hill. We are so glad so many were able to join
us both online and in person for Palm Sunday in the
Park!
Maundy Thursday (April 1) will be a joint service
with Compton Heights Christian Church on Zoom at
6:30 p.m. We will be sharing in at-home communion
together, so please remember to prepare some bread
and drink for that precious meal. You can join us on
Zoom using this special link, which is different than
our weekly worship link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88148540627.
Meeting ID 881 4854 0627.
On Good Friday (April 2) we invite you to join us
in journeying through the Stations of the Cross. You
can come to the church building, and check out our
art wall (outside, on the Oak Hill side of the building)
to experience the stations in person, or you can visit
this link on our website to go through the stations
virtually. On Friday morning we will post a video
there with a short prayer included.
For Holy Saturday (April 3), we will open up
the sanctuary for prayer vigil from 2:00 p.m. to
10:00 p.m. You can sign up for a one-hour time slot,
to spend time in the sanctuary, to reflect and pray, all
on your own. Please take all necessary COVID-19
precautions. Remember to wear a mask. We will

Sunday School
Participants are continuing their journey in the
Lenten intergenerational Sunday school. There will
be no lesson on Easter Sunday. You can log on if you
like, but you’ll likely be alone. We’ll all be back on
Zoom for Sunday School the following week!
Sunday School, 9:30 a.m. on Zoom (meeting ID
768 992 383)
Wednesday Bible Study
The Wednesday Bible Study Class is taking a break
on April 7th, but we will be back with a new study on
7/14. Please join us then!
Wednesday Bible Study, 11:00 a.m. on Zoom
(meeting ID 259 777 226)
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E&M will host an all-ages hike3at
Cliff Cave Park on Saturday,
May 1. Meet us on the church
parking lot at 9 a.m. to caravan to
the park, or at the trailhead at
9:30 a.m.

Join us for Holy Humor Sunday during our regular
worship time on Zoom on April 11. Wear a silly hat,
prepare a ridiculous joke, pick a goofy background,
and get ready for the most hilarious Sunday of the
whole year.

STEWARDSHIP AND PROPERTY
COMMITTEE

EVANGELISM AND MEMBERSHIP
COMMITTEE
Evangelism and Membership met on March 3. We
discussed the highly anticipated annual Easter Egg
Hunt in Tower Grove Park.
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Hello, OHPC! from your Stewardship and Property
Committee!
Committee members are Brian Heuckroth (Chair),
Brent Crittenden, Mike Hale, and Don Stanford.
We had a pretty busy month in March.
•

•

•

•

The socially distanced/no-contact hunt will take place
Saturday, April 3, at 10:00 a.m. at the Old Carriage
Pavilion in Tower Grove Park. (This pavilion sits just
east of the Turkish Pavilion.) The committee
encourages all members and friends—young and
old—to join in the fun. Activities include egg hunts,
bunny hop races, and a limbo stick walk. Bring a
mask and your Easter basket!
Also, this month, Pastor Erin sent out care packages
to our college students. We hope they enjoyed the
treats as a break from what has undoubtedly been a
stressful semester.
We continue to pray for all our members, including
those with special prayer requests and those in need
of extra love and support during this time.

•

•

We have some water leaking into the sanctuary
and the entryway, evidenced by some ceiling
damage, spots on the pew cushions and carpet,
and some water collecting in a light fixture. S&P
is inspecting this situation with Don's leadership.
Erin reported some water getting into the Upper
Room in the Educational Building so we will put
a dehumidifier into the room as a stopgap until
we can inspect it and fix the water entry problem.
Mike got bids for upgrading our electrical
infrastructure by replacing the fuse box with a
circuit breaker box. Implementation planning is
being reviewed.
Planning is underway to remodel the sanctuary,
in the area where the musicians play, to be safer,
better wired, and support hybrid church services
with both live worship and streaming.
Music in the Sunday Services is reported to be
inconsistent and hard to hear at times. We have
ambitions to upgrade the system. Please let
Brian know by email if you experience these
problems.
Don will be doing a Moment for Mission on the
One Great Hour of Sharing (see the article about
the offering in the March newsletter). The
offering will now be received online or through
the mail up until mid-April.

That's it for now. Peace be with you.
Brian Heuckroth
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MISSION AND JUSTICE COMMITTEE

SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE

Our Mission and Justice workday was a huge success!
Thanks to all for your help cleaning/organizing the
Smylie Room and stowing away all of our Winter
Outreach supplies! Cots, mattresses, sheets, blankets,
and pillows are all safely tucked away for next winter.

Scholarship Fund
Scholarship Application Packets for the fall semester
of 2021 from the Oak Hill Scholarship Fund will be
available in the church office beginning April 1. The
purpose of this fund is to assist members of the Oak
Hill family in their pursuit of higher education.
Individuals eligible are students pursuing an undergraduate college degree or a post-secondary degree at
any state-licensed educational facility. Graduate
students are not eligible for this scholarship.
Applications must be submitted by June 1 to be
considered for scholarship. Please contact the church
office or Carole Adams for an application.

We packaged up about 80 Go-Bags complete with
Slim Jim’s, pop tarts, peanut butter crackers, hand
warmers, socks, face masks and more! Thanks to
those who were able to drop off hygiene supplies for
Isiah 58 Ministries! More to come! Watch for
details!

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
The following actions were reported or approved by
Session in their March 10, 2021 Stated Scheduled
Meeting:
Average Worship attendance in February (via Zoom)
was 57.
Membership as of February 28, 2021 was 100 (no
change).
Financial Reports for February and
Year-to-Date 2021
February

2021 YTD
Total

Income
Actual
Budgeted
Over (Under) Budget

$14,727.97
$ 5,110.00
$ 9,617.97

$18,512.49
$10,310.00
$ 8,202.49

Expenses
Actual
Budgeted
Over (Under) Budget

$19,304.03
$15,122.30
$ 4,181.73

$41,284.95
$39,161.60
$ 2,123.35

($4, 576.06)

($22,772.46)

YTD New Revenue
(Loss)
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
Circle 3 will have a Zoom meeting at 10 a.m. on
Thursday, April 1. Zoom Meeting ID: 886 1391
8422, Passcode: 081116. (Call in by phone using
phone number: 312-626-6799, then enter both the
meeting ID and the passcode).
Circle 3 will not meet in person until the church
reopens and it is safe for groups to meet again. When
this occurs, we will resume meeting at 10 a.m. on the
first Thursday of the month in the Theleos Room.
BOOK CLUBS
Book club will meet at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday,
April 13, on Zoom: 259 777 226 Password: Disciple
(case sensitive).
We will discuss “One by One” by Ruth Ware. The
club hopes you read the book and join us.

The Touchy Topics Book and Discussion Group will
meet at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, April 21 (date
changed because of Holy Week busyness.) The
Broken Heart of America: St. Louis and the Violent
History of the United States by Walter Johnson.
Zoom Meeting ID: 259 777 226, password: Disciple.
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ARTS AND CRAFT CLUB
Craft Night
Join us on Zoom for out monthly craft night! Bring
your own snacks (I highly recommend jelly beans)
and a project and hang out and visit with us! We will
meet on Zoom on Thursday, April 22, at 7:00 p.m.
The Zoom number is 82317808360, password:
Disciple. Contact Dena Roper with any questions
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This will be part of the online live worship service on
5
Tuesday, April 6, at 5:30 p.m. central.
For more information, click here:
Spring Convocation 2021 – Eden Theological
Seminary

A Special Good Friday Service on Zoom

Under the Oak Tree

The sympathy and support of the congregation is
extended to Doris Finley and her family, upon the
death of her grandson, Kathon Moore, on March 8,
2021.

Congratulations to Layne Thompson and
James Forbes who were married on
March 26, 2021.

IN THE COMMUNITY
Eden Theological Seminary – Spring Convocation
“This is What Theology Looks Like – Public
Ministries of Resilience and Solidarity. A Celebration
of Eden Seminary in the Progressive Christian
Movement”
This year’s Spring Convocation will take place
April 5th through April 9th (online). All are
welcome! The schedule of events is included at
www.eden.edu. From workshops to worship, lectures
and preaching, and some really fabulous panel
discussions, you can learn with Eden leaders online
for FREE! All events are on Zoom and most will also
be streamed via Facebook Live through the Eden
Theological Seminary page.
We especially hope you will be part of the
Inauguration Service of the Rev. Dr. Deborah Krause
as the 14th president of Eden Theological Seminary.

This year for Good Friday, you are invited to a
"The Last Words" worship service featuring
Presbyterian Church (USA) Co-Moderators,
Moderators, and Vice-Moderators of Color. It will
be live on Zoom and begin at 1 p.m. Central.
To join service, click on this link http://bit.ly/FPCPAGoodFriday
The preachers and words will be as follows FIRST WORD: Gregory Bentley
Scripture: Luke 12:32-34 “Father, forgive them;
for they do not know what they are doing.”
SECOND WORD: Larissa Kwong Abazia
Scripture: Luke 23:39-43 “Truly I tell you, today
you will be with me in Paradise.”
THIRD WORD: Fahed Abu-Akel
Scripture: John 19:25-27 "Jesus said to his
mother: "Woman, this is your son." Then he said
to the disciple: "This is your mother."
FOURTH WORD: Vilmarie Cintrón-Olivieri
Scripture: Psalm 22:1-5, 29-31 "My God, my God,
why have you forsaken me?"
FIFTH WORD: Neal Presa
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IN THE COMMUNITY (cont’d)
Scripture: John 19:28-29 “I am thirsty.”
SIXTH WORD: Byron Wade
Scripture: John 19:30 “It is finished.”
SEVENTH WORD: Denise Anderson
Scripture: Luke 23:44-46 “Father, into your
hands I commend my spirit.”

Resurrection of
the Lord/Easter
Sunday,
April 4

Sunday,
April 11

Sunday,
April 18

LECTIONARY FOR APRIL
Maundy
Exodus 12:1-4 (5-10) 11-14
Thursday,
and Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19;
April 1
1 Cor. 11:23-26;
John 13:1-17; 31b-15
Good Friday,
Isaiah 52:13-53:12 and
April 2
Psalm 22;
Heb. 10:16-25 or
Heb. 4:14-16; 5:7-9;
John 18:1-19:42
Great Vigil of
Gen. 1:1-2:4a and
Easter,
Psalm 136:1-9, 23-26;
Saturday,
Gen 7:1-5, 11-18; 8:6-18;
April 3
9:8-13 and Psalm 46;
Gen. 22:1-18 and Psalm 16;
Exodus 4:10-31; 15:20-21
and Exodus 15:1b-6, 11-13,
17-18; Prov. 8:1-8, 19-21;
9:4b-6 and Psalm 19;
Isaiah 55:1-11 and
Isaiah 12:2-6; Isaiah 61:14, 9-11 and Deut. 32:1-4m,
7m, 36a, 43a; Ezek: 36:2428; and Psalm 42 and 43;
Ezek. 37:1-14 and
Psalm 143; Dan. 3:1-29 and
Sg Three 35-36; Jonah 1:12:1 and Jonah 2:2-3 (4-6)
7-9; Zeph. 3:14-20 and
Psalm 98; Rom. 6:3-11 and
Psalm 114; John 20:1-18

Sunday,
April 25

6
Acts 10:34-43 or
6
Isaiah 25:6-9 and
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24;
1 Cor. 15:1-11 or
Acts 10:34-43; John 20:118 or Mark 16:1-8;
Easter Evening:
Isaiah 25:6-9 and
Psalm 114: 1 Cor. 5:6b-8;
Luke 24:13-49
Acts 4:32-35;
and Psalm 133;
1 John 1:1-2:2;
John 20:19-31
Acts 3:12-19
and Psalm 4:
1 John 3:1-7;
Luke 24:36b-48
Acts 4:5-12
and Psalm 23;
1 John 3:16-24;
John 10:11-18

Scenes from Oak Hill
Palm Sunday
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Palm Sunday (cont’d)
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Stations of the Cross
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4111 Connecticut Street
St. Louis, Missouri 63116-3926 (314) 664-5525
www.oakhillpcusa.org
office@oakhillpcusa.org
We are a welcoming congregation where visitors
are always expected!
Christian Education (Zoom) – 9:30 a.m.
Service of Worship (Zoom) – 10:30 a.m.
The ministers of Oak Hill Church are its members
assisted by:
Rev. Erin Counihan
Pastor
Rev. Dr. Alan Meyers
Parish Associate
Rev. Jillian Embrey
Parish Associate
Ms. Susan Brown
Minister of Music
Ms. Carole Adams
Secretary
Articles for publication
in the
Oak Hill News
need to be
submitted in writing
to the church office by the
3rd Monday of each month.

