OAK HILL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

September 20, 2026 17" Sunday after Pentecost

*Please rise, in body or in spirit.

Gathering Music

Welcome

Prelude Praise Be to God in the Highest

*Call to Worship (adapted from Psalm 105):
Leader: O give thanks to the LORD, call on God’s name,
People: Make known God’s deeds among the peoples.
Leader: Sing to the LORD, sing praises to him;
People: Tell of all his wonderful works.
Leader: Glory in God’s holy name;
People: Let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice.
All: Let us worship God!

*Opening Hymn Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken

*Prayer for the Day (unison)

10:30 a.m.

Brian, John, and Paul
Rev. Dr. Alan Meyers
Susan Brown

Donna Cook

No. 81

Donna Cook

Almighty God, you created the heavens and the earth, and humankind in your image. Teach
us to discern your hand in all your works and to serve you with reverence and thanksgiving;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and forever. Amen.
Call to Confession

Prayer of Confession (unison)

Rev. Dr. Alan Meyers
Oak Hill Community

Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole
heart and mind and strength. We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. In your mercy,
forgive what we have been, help us amend what we are, and direct what we shall be, so that
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways to the glory of your holy name. Through

Jesus Christ our hope. Amen.
Time for silent prayers of confession:

Assurance of Pardon
*Hymn There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy
Peace

Time for Growing Disciples

Anthem People Need the Lord

First Scripture Reading Exodus 16:2-15

Second Scripture Reading Matthew 20:1-16

Sermon Justice in God’s Kingdom
Meditation Great Is Thy Faithfulness

Offering You can make an offering online at www.oakhillpcusa.org,

Rev. Dr. Alan Meyers
No. 435

Oak Hill Community
Rev. Dr. Alan Meyers
Josh Smith, soloist
Donna Cook

Rev. Dr. Alan Meyers
Rev. Dr. Alan Meyers
Susan Brown

Oak Hill Community

place it in the plate on the table in the back of the sanctuary, or mail your check to the church.


http://www.oakhillpcusa.org/

*Response We Are an Offering No. 710
We lift our voices; we lift our hands; we lift our lives up to you: we are an offering,
Lord, use our voices; Lord. use our hands; Lord, use our lives;
they are yours: we are an offering.
All that we have, all that we are, all that we hope to be, we give to you, we give to you.
We lift our voices; we lift our hands; we lift our lives up to you:
we are an offering; we are an offering.

Prayers of the People Oak Hill Community

The Lord’s Prayer (unison)
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Announcements Rev. Dr. Alan Meyers
*Closing Hymn Amazing Grace No. 649
Benediction Rev. Dr. Alan Meyers
First Scripture Reading Exodus 16:2-15

2The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness. *The
Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by the hand of the Lord in the land of Egypt, when we sat by
the fleshpots and ate our fill of bread; for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole
assembly with hunger.” “Then the Lord said to Moses, “I am going to rain bread from heaven for you,
and each day the people shall go out and gather enough for that day. In that way I will test them, whether
they will follow my instruction or not. >On the sixth day, when they prepare what they bring in, it will be
twice as much as they gather on other days.” So Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, “In the
evening you shall know that it was the Lord who brought you out of the land of Egypt, ’and in the
morning you shall see the glory of the Lord, because he has heard your complaining against the Lord.
For what are we, that you complain against us?”” 8And Moses said, “When the Lord gives you meat to eat
in the evening and your fill of bread in the morning, because the Lord has heard the complaining that you
utter against him—what are we? Your complaining is not against us but against the Lord.” °Then Moses
said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the Israelites, ‘Draw near to the Lord, for he has heard
your complaining.”” '®And as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the Israelites, they looked toward
the wilderness, and the glory of the Lord appeared in the cloud. ''The Lord spoke to Moses and said, >
have heard the complaining of the Israelites; say to them, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the
morning you shall have your fill of bread; then you shall know that I am the Lord your God.””

BIn the evening quails came up and covered the camp; and in the morning there was a layer of dew
around the camp. "*When the layer of dew lifted, there on the surface of the wilderness was a fine flaky
substance, as fine as frost on the ground. >When the Israelites saw it, they said to one another, “What is
it?” For they did not know what it was. Moses said to them, “It is the bread that the Lord has given you
to eat.

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God!



Second Scripture Reading Matthew 20:1-16
20“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for
his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his
vineyard. *When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; “and he
said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.” So they went. *When
he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. ®And about five o’clock he went
out and found others standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all
day?’ "They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.” He said to them, ‘You also go into the
vineyard.” *When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and
give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.” “When those hired about five
o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. '’Now when the first came, they thought they
would receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. ''And when they received it,
they grumbled against the landowner, *saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made
them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.” *But he replied to one
of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? '“Take
what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. >’Am I not allowed to
do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ '°So the last will
be first, and the first will be last.”

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God!

The Prayer for the Day and the Prayer of Confession are adapted from the
Book of Common Worship of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.),

Oak Hill Presbyterian Church
4111 Connecticut e St. Louis, MO 63116 « (314) 664-5525

Thank you for participating today in worship with Oak Hill. Please check our website for more
information and updates: www.oakhillpcusa.org.
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GOD'S COVENANT WITH ISRAEL

81 Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken
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1 Glo - rious things of thee are spo-ken, Zi - on, cit -y of our God.
2 Round each hab -i - ta-tion hov-ering, see the cloud and fire ap - pear
3 See, the streams of liv-ing wa - ters, spring-ing from ¢ - ter-nal love,
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God, whose word can-not  be bro - ken, formed thee for a blest a - bode.
for a glo-ry and a cov - ering, show-ing that the Lord is near.
well  sup - ply thy sons and daugh-ters and all fear of want re-move.
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On the rock of a - ges found-ed, what can shake thy sure re-pose?
Thus de-riv - ing from their ban-ner light by night and shade by day,
Who can faint while such a  riv - er ev - er flows, their thirst to as-suage?

|

|~ | .
— = 5 ——
=== - 80 e
EOE I | | [ r
= 1 !l 1}\11”11 T ﬁr‘l{ﬁ 7 r——

With sal - va-tion’s walls sur-round-ed, thou may’st smile at all thy foes.
safe they feed up - on the man-na which God gives them when they pray.
Grace, so like the Lord the giv-er, nev-er fails from age to age.
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The Nazi appropriation of this tune for propaganda purposes has clouded a noble piece of music first

associated with this text in 1889, In a 1779 collection, the author indicated that this hymn is primarily based
on Isaiah 33:20-21 with allusions to several other passages.
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TEXT: John Newton, 1775, alt. AUSTRIAN HYMN
MUSIC: Franz Joseph Haydn, 1797, alt. 8.7.8.7.0

Hymns reprinted with permission. ONE LICENSE #A-735312. All rights reserved.



FORGIVENESS

435 There s a Wldeness in God s Mercy

1 There’s a wide-ness in  God's mer - cy, like the wide - ness
2 For the love of God is broad -er than the mea - sures
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of the  sea. There’s a kind - ness in God’s jus - tice,
of the mind. And the heart of the E - ter - nal
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lib - er - ty. There is  no place where earth’s

is most won - der - ful - ly kind. If our lovewere but more
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sor-rows are more felt than up in  heaven. There is  no place
faith-ful, we would glad-ly trust God’s Word, and our lives re -
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where earth’s fail - ings have such kind - ly judg - ment given.
flect  thanks-giv - ing  for the good - ness  of our Lord.
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These stanzas, excerpted from quite a few more, offer a reminder that the model for our dealings with others
should be God’s generosity rather than limited human tolerance. The text is effectively set to a broad and
sturdy Dutch folk melody, probably from the 17th century.

TEXT: Frederick William Faber, 1854, alt.

MUSIC: Dutch melody; arr. julius Rontgen, ¢. 1906

IN BABILONE
8.78.7.0

Hymns reprinted with permission. ONE LICENSE #A-735312. All rights reserved.



649 Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound
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"1 A - maz - ing grace, how sweet the sound, that

2 'Twas  grace that taught my heart to  fear and

3 Through man -~ vy dan - gers, toils, and snares, 1

4 The Loxd has prom - ised good to me; his
5 When we've been there ten thou - sand years, bright
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" saved a wretch like mel I once was lost,  but
grace  my fears re - lieved. How pre - cious did that
have  al - read - y come, ‘Tis grace  has brought me
word  my hope  se - cures. He will my shield and

shin - ing as the  sun, we've no less days o
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' now am found, was blind  but now 1 see.
grace ap - pear the hour I first be - lieved!
safe thus  fag and grace  will lead me home.
por - tion be as long as life en - dures.
sing  God's praise than when  we'd first be - gun,
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Hymns reprinted with permission. ONE LICENSE #A-735312. All rights reserved. |



