OAK HILL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

May 24, 2026 Day of Pentecost 10:30 a.m.
*Please rise, in body or in spirit.

Gathering Music Brian, John, and Paul
Welcome Rev. Dr. Alan Meyers
Prelude In Christ Alone My Hope is Found Susan Brown
*Call to Worship (adapted from Psalm 104): Dena Roper

Leader: O LORD, how manifold are your works!
People: In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of your creatures.
Leader = When you send forth your Spirit, they are created;
People: And you renew the face of the ground.
Leader I will sing to the LORD as long as I live;
People: I will sing praise to my God while I have being.
Leader  Bless the LORD, O my soul.
People:  Praise the LORD!
*Opening Hymn On Pentecost They Gathered No. 289

*Prayer for the Day (unison) Dena Roper
Praise and glory to you, Creator Spirit of God; you make our bread the communion of Christ’s
body to heal and reconcile and to make us the body of Christ. You make our wine the
communion of Christ’s saving blood to redeem the world. You are truth. You come like the
wind of heaven, unseen, unbidden. Like the dawn you illuminate the world around us; you
grant us a new beginning every day. You warm and comfort us. You give us courage and fire
and strength beyond our everyday resources. Be with us, Holy Spirit, in all we say or think,
in all we do, this and every day. Amen.

Call to Confession Rev. Dr. Alan Meyers

Prayer of Confession (unison)

Almighty God, you poured your Spirit upon gathered disciples creating bold tongues, open
ears, and a new community of faith. We confess that we hold back the force of your Spirit
among us. We do not listen for your word of grace, speak the good news of your love, or live
as a people made one in Christ. Have mercy on us, O God. Transform our timid lives by the
power of your Spirit, and fill us with a flaming desire to be your faithful people, doing your
will for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Time for silent prayers of confession.

Assurance of Pardon Rev. Dr. Alan Meyers
*Hymn O Day of Joy and Wonder! No. 290
Peace Oak Hill Community
Time for Growing Disciples Rev. Dr. Alan Meyers
Anthem I Feel the Spirit Chancel Choir
First Scripture Reading Genesis 11:1-9 Dena Roper

Second Scripture Reading Acts 2:1-21 Rev. Dr. Alan Meyers



Sermon The End of Fear Rev. Dr. Alan Meyers
Meditation There’s a Sweet, Sweet Spirit Susan Brown

*Affirmation of Faith (from the Brief Statement of Faith):

We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life. The Spirit justifies
us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor, and
binds us together with all believers in the one body of Christ, the Church. The same Spirit who
inspired the prophets and apostles rules our faith and life in Christ through Scripture, engages
us through the Word proclaimed, claims us in the waters of baptism, feeds us with the bread of
life and the cup of salvation, and calls women and men to all ministries of the Church. In a
broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing, to witness among
all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, to hear
the voices of peoples long silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. In
gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks and to
live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God's new heaven and new earth, praying, Come, Lord
Jesus!

Offering You can make an offering online at www.oakhillpcusa.org, Oak Hill Community
place it in the plate on the table in the back of the sanctuary, or mail your check to the church.
*Response We Give Thee but Thine Own

We give thee but thine own, whate’er the gift may be;
all that we have is thine alone, a trust, O Lord from thee.

Prayers of the People Oak Hill Community

The Lord’s Prayer (unison)
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Announcements Rev. Dr. Alan Meyers
*Closing Hymn Go to the World! No. 295
Benediction Rev. Dr. Alan Meyers
First Scripture Reading Genesis 11:1-9 Dena Roper

11Now the whole earth had one language and the same words. And as they migrated from the east, they
came upon a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there. *And they said to one another, “Come, let us make
bricks, and burn them thoroughly.” And they had brick for stone, and bitumen for mortar. “Then they said,
“Come, let us build ourselves a city, and a tower with its top in the heavens, and let us make a name for
ourselves; otherwise we shall be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth.” >The Lord came down
to see the city and the tower, which mortals had built. *And the Lord said, “Look, they are one people, and
they have all one language; and this is only the beginning of what they will do; nothing that they propose
to do will now be impossible for them. ’Come, let us go down, and confuse their language there, so that
they will not understand one another’s speech.” 8So the Lord scattered them abroad from there over the


http://www.oakhillpcusa.org/

First Script Reading (cont’d)

face of all the earth, and they left off building the city. *Therefore it was called Babel, because there
the Lord confused the language of all the earth; and from there the Lord scattered them abroad over the
face of all the earth.

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God!

Second Scripture Reading Acts 2:1-21 Rev. Dr. Alan Meyers
2When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 2And suddenly from heaven
there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were
sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4All of
them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.
SNow there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6And at this sound the
crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language of
each. 7Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? 8 And how is it
that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 9Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of
Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabs—in
our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 12All were amazed and perplexed,
saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new
wine.”

14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all who live
in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 15Indeed, these are not drunk, as you
suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 16No, this is what was spoken through the prophet
Joel: 17°In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons
and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream
dreams. 18Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they
shall prophesy. 19And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and
fire, and smoky mist. 20The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of
the Lord’s great and glorious day. 21Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God!

The Prayer of the Day and the Prayer of Confession are adapted from the
Book of Common Worship for the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).

Oak Hill Presbyterian Church
4111 Connecticut e St. Louis, MO 63116 « (314) 664-5525

Thank you for participating today in worship with Oak Hill. Please check our website for more
information and updates: www.oakhillpcusa.org.
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This narrative and interpretive text was written to fill what the author perceived as an unfortunale gag in
avatlabte hymns concerning the Holy Spirit in general and Pentecost in patticularn The setting of a 17th-
century German tune is from Mendelssohn’s oratoxio Elijah.
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THE CHURCH

Go to the World! 295
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Based on Christ’s great commission (Matthew 28:19-20), this text was written for a Convoeation of
Emmanuel College in Toronto, the largest theological school of the United Chureh of Canada, a
denomination formed by the union of Methodists, Congregationalists, and Presbyterians,
$EAL Sylvls G, Dunsian, 1985 - SINE NOMINE
FALSIC: Ralph Veughan Williams, 1906 - 10,190,410 with allelutas
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