OAK HILL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

March 22, 2026 5% Sunday of Lent 10:30 a.m.
Baptism

*Please rise, in body or in spirit.

Gathering Music Brian, John, and Paul
Welcome Rev. Wanda Lawry
Prelude You Are My King Susan Brown
*Call to Worship Don Stanford

Leader:  Sometimes we say that we are a people of dry bones; we are a people without hope.
People:  God says that we shall be raised from our living graves and we shall be filled with

Spirit.

Leader: ~ Sometimes we say that we are cut off from one another, and our sources of joy are
dried up.

People:  God says that we shall be at home with one another and we shall live with
celebration.

Leader:  Sometimes we come to worship aimless and fearful.
People: Then God reveals wondrous works of love and we come to know God.

*Opening Hymn Here in This Place No. 401
*Prayer for the Day (unison) Don Stanford
Loving God,

You are the source of our healing and resurrection. We are lifeless, we are hopeless, we are
dried up and cut off from one another like the dead bones of a desert valley. But you cause
us to be knit together; you cover us with the flesh of strength; you breathe into us the Spirit
of life and hope and prophesy, you raise us out of the graves of meaninglessness so that we
can speak of you who have also died and are also risen again. Amen.

Call to Confession Rev. Wanda Lawry
Prayer of Confession (unison) Oak Hill Community
Almighty God,

We are a busy people. We become preoccupied with the demands of work, our relationships,
and our communities. We tend to focus on our own needs and fail to see the needs of those
around us. We do that which we should not and fail to do that which we should. We ask for
your forgiveness and for your guidance in following the path you have set before us. Hear us
now as we humbly come before you silently and privately to confess our sins. Amen.

Time for silent prayers of confession.

Assurance of Pardon Rev. Wanda Lawry
Peace Oak Hill Community
Time for Growing Disciples Rev. Wanda Lawry

Special Music Jesus Loves Me Valery Welch, brass soloist



THE SACREMENT OF BAPTISM
Baptism is an act of welcoming, naming and knowing one’s identity within the community of faith
and individually before God. Baptism is a recommitment of a creation to its Creator. It is a bond of
love, an expression of faith and commitment.
Call to the Sacrament
Elder: On behalf of the Session, I present Arlo Randall Stewart, child of Claudia
Brown and Cody Stewart, to receive the Sacrament of Baptism.

Baptismal Questions

Congregational Covenant

Elder: Do you, as members of the church of Jesus Christ, promise to guide and nurture
Arlo by word and deed, with love and prayer, encouraging him to know and
follow Christ and to be a faithful member of his church? Do we?

People: We do.

Elder: Please join me in the congregational covenant:

People: With joy and thanksgiving, we welcome Arlo into our community of faith.
Because we are all one in Christ, we promise to love, encourage, and
support him. We promise to share the good news of the Gospel with him
and help him study, know, love, and serve God.

Children’s Covenant
Pastor Wanda: Children, Arlo is now our new brother in Jesus Christ. Do we promise t
help him know God’s love and grow up to be caring and helpful?
Do we?
Children: We do.
The Sacrament of Baptism
The Affirmation of the Community of Faith

Elder:  Please stand to confess our own baptisms through “A Declaration of Faith.”

People: “We believe that in Baptism the Spirit demonstrates and confirms God’s promise
to include us and our children in God’s gracious covenant.... Baptism sets us in the
visible community of Christ’s people and joins us to all other believers by a powerful
bond.... For both children and adults, baptism is a reminder that God loves us long
before we can love God.... God’s grace and our response to it are not tied to the
moment of Baptism, but continue and deepen through life.”

The Baptismal Prayer
*Hymn Baptized in Water No. 482
First Scripture Reading Psalm 130 Don Stanford
Secord Scripture Reading Ezekiel 37:1-14 Rev. Wanda Lawry
Anthem Dry Bones Chancel Choir
Sermon In Life and Death We Belong to God Rev. Wanda Lawry
Meditation There’s a Sweet, Sweet Spirit Susan Brown
Offering You can make an offering online at www.oakhillpcusa.org, — Oak Hill Community

place it in the plate on the table in the back of the sanctuary, or mail your check to the church.
*Response We Give Thee but Thine Own

We give thee but thine own, whate’er the gift may be;
all that we have is thine alone, a trust, O Lord from thee.


http://www.oakhillpcusa.org/

Prayers of the People Oak Hill Community

The Lord’s Prayer (unison)
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Announcements Rev. Wanda Lawry
*Closing Hymn 1 Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry No. 488
Benediction Rev. Wanda Lawry
First Scripture Reading Psalm 130

'0ut of the depths I cry to you, O LORD.
2Lord, hear my voice!

Let your ears be attentive

to the voice of my supplications!

3If you, O LORD, should mark iniquities,
Lord, who could stand?

“But there is forgiveness with you,

so that you may be revered.

3] wait for the LORD, my soul waits,

and in his word I hope;

my soul waits for the Lord

more than those who watch for the morning,
more than those who watch for the morning.
70 Israel, hope in the LORD!

For with the LORD there is steadfast love,
and with him is great power to redeem.

8t is he who will redeem Israel

from all its iniquities.

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!

Second Scripture Reading Ezekiel 37:1-14
The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD and set me
down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2He led me all round them; there were very many
lying in the valley, and they were very dry. *He said to me, ‘Mortal, can these bones live?’ I answered,
‘O Lord GOD, you know.” “Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones,
hear the word of the LORD. >Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you,
and you shall live. °I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with
skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the LORD.’


https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/explore-the-bible/read/eng/NRSV/Ezek/37/#EZK.37.5!f.1
https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/explore-the-bible/read/eng/NRSV/Ezek/37/#EZK.37.6!f.1

Second Scripture Reading (cont’d)

’So 1 prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling,
and the bones came together, bone to its bone. *I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had
come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. °Then he said to me,
‘Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from
the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” !° prophesied as he
commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.
"'Then he said to me, ‘Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, “Our bones are dried
up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” >Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says
the Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I
will bring you back to the land of Israel. *And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your
graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. '“I will put my spirit within you, and you shall
live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will
act, says the LORD.’

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God!

Oak Hill Presbyterian Church
4111 Connecticut o St. Louis, MO 63116 « (314) 664-5525

Thank you for participating today in worship with Oak Hill. Please check our website for more
information and updates: www.oakhillpcusa.org.



https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/explore-the-bible/read/eng/NRSV/Ezek/37/#EZK.37.9!f.1
http://www.oakhillpcusa.org/
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GATHERING

Here in This Place 401
Qather Us In
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brought here to you in  the light of this day.
called to  be light to  the whole hu - man race.
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we  shall a - vise  at the sound of owr name.
give us e cour-age to en - ter the song.
lives that are ho - ly and hearls that are  true.
firg of love in our flesh and our bone,

Ihe “yau/your” mentioned in every stanza Is never identified, bat this 1979 hymn is clearly a corporate
prayer to God on behalf of the diverse congregation whe have assembled for worship, longing to e
transformed and used as God's witnesses and for God's purproses,

{1 MUSIC! Moy Hougen, 1979 CATHER US 1N
bosd and Music © 1902 GIA Publications, Ine., 1L 100

Hymns reprinted with permission. ONE LICENSE #A-735312. All rights reserved.
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blood  of Chyist our King; heirs of sal - va - tion, trust-ing the
tomb with - Christ owr King: one with his 'ris - ing, freed and for-
sign  of Christ our King; bormn of the Spir - if, we are God's
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| prom, ~ ise, feith - ful - ly  now God’'s prais - es we sing.

giv - en thank-ful - ly now God’s - prais - es  we sing.

chil - dren; joy - ful - ly now GCod's prais-es we sing.

Fach stanza of this compact and carefutly constructed text about baptism begins with allusion:
and Ephesians 1:13. The Interplay of constant and changing lines accentuates each added image.
10 a Gaelic tune first transcribed in the 19th century.

TEXT: Michael A. Saward, 1981

i MUSIC: Gaelic meledy; arr, Dale Grotenhuis, 1985
Text © 19582 The Jubilate Group (admin. Hope Publishing Company) )
Muslc Ar. © 1987 Falth Afive Christiar: Resources

Hymns reprinted with permission. ONE LICENSE #A-735312. All rights reserved.




BAPTISM

488 1 Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry
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I re-joiced the day you were bap-tized to see your life un - fold”

Originally created fo accompany a video series on baptism, this lymn speaks in the imagined conversational
voice of God, assuring the person being baptized-of God's presence throughout the changing stages of life.
Tt offers a reminder that baptism is 2 once-In-a-lifetime event.

TEXT and MUSIC: John C. Ylvisaker, 1985 WAFERLIFE
Text and Music © 7985 john C. Yivisaker 9,7.9.6.0

Hymns reprinted with permission. ONE LICENSE #A-735312. All rights reserved.



