OAK HILL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

March 15, 2026 4™ Sunday in Lent 10:30 a.m.

*Please rise, in body or in spirit.

Gathering Music Brian, John, and Paul
Welcome Rev. Dr. Alan Meyers
Prelude There Is None Like You Susan Brown
*Call to Worship (Book of Common Worship, page 261) Josh Smith

Leader:  Live as children of the light.

People:  Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.
Leader:  The Lord of life is lifted up!

People:  Let us look to Christ and live.

Leader:  In Christ there is a new creation.

People:  The old has passed away, everything is new!

*Opening Hymn Christ Be Beside Me No. 702

*Prayer for the Day (unison) (Patrick of Ireland — Book of Common Worship, page 1105) Josh Smith
May the strength of God pilot us. May the power of God preserve us. May the wisdom of
God instruct us. May the hand of God protect us. May the way of God direct us. May the
shield of God defend us. May the host of God guard us against the snares of evil and the
temptations of the world. May Christ be with us, Christ before us, Christ in us, Christ over
us. May your salvation, O Lord, be always ours this day and forevermore. Amen.

Call to Confession Rev. Wanda Lawry
Prayer of Confession (unison) Oak Hill Community
Merciful God,

What a gentle and healing balm it is to come to you with our secret thoughts, our sad
discouragements, and our noblest dreams, and find you here to listen, to forgive, and to renew
us! We confess our reluctance to understand your will and our hesitancy to act upon it. We
are quick to blame others and slow to accept responsibility for ourselves. We wish for signs of
your presence and power even while we take for granted the beauty and love with which you
have surrounded us. God, forgive us. Restore us to the joy of knowing you, and of recognizing
your abundant grace and love. Amen.
Time for silent prayers of confession.

Assurance of Pardon Rev. Wanda Lawry
*Hymn Spirit, Open My Heart No. 692
Peace Oak Hill Community
Time for Growing Disciples Rev. Wanda Lawry
Anthem My Shepherd Will Supply My Need Chancel Choir
First Scripture Reading Psalm 23 Josh Smith
Second Scripture Reading 1 Samuel 16:1-13 Rev. Wanda Lawry

Sermon The Heart of the Matter Rev. Wanda Lawry



Meditation There Is a Balm in Gilead Susan Brown
Offering You can make an offering online at www.oakhillpcusa.org, — Oak Hill Community
place it in the plate on the table in the back of the sanctuary, or mail your check to the church.
*Response We Give Thee but Thine Own
We give thee but thine own, whate’er the gift may be;
all that we have is thine alone, a trust, O Lord from thee.
Prayers of the People Oak Hill Community

The Lord’s Prayer (unison)

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Announcements
*Closing Hymn

Benediction

Be Thou My Vision

Rev. Wanda Lawry
No. 450
Rev. Wanda Lawry

First Scripture Reading
'The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want.
“He makes me lie down in green pastures;

Psalm 23
>You prepare a table before me
in the presence of my enemies;

he leads me beside still waters; you anoint my head with oil;

*he restores my soul. my cup overflows.

He leads me in right paths Surely goodness and mercy shall follow
for his name's sake. me

“Even though I walk through the darkest valley, all the days of my life,

I fear no evil; and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD
for you are with me; my whole life long.

your rod and your staff— Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.

they comfort me. People: Thanks be to God!

Second Scripture Reading 1 Samuel 16:1-13
'The LORD said to Samuel, ‘How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being king
over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for [ have provided
for myself a king among his sons.” 2Samuel said, ‘How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And
the LORD said, ‘Take a heifer with you, and say, “I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.” *Invite Jesse
to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name
to you.” “*Samuel did what the LORD commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to
meet him trembling, and said, ‘Do you come peaceably?’ *He said, ‘Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice
to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons
and invited them to the sacrifice.

®When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, ‘Surely the LORD's anointed is now before
the LORD.” "But the LORD said to Samuel, ‘Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature,
because I have rejected him; for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward


http://www.oakhillpcusa.org/
https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/explore-the-bible/read/eng/NRSV/Ps/23/#PSA.23.2!f.1
https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/explore-the-bible/read/eng/NRSV/Ps/23/#PSA.23.3!f.1
https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/explore-the-bible/read/eng/NRSV/Ps/23/#PSA.23.4!f.1
https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/explore-the-bible/read/eng/NRSV/Ps/23/#PSA.23.6!f.1
https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/explore-the-bible/read/eng/NRSV/1Sam/16/#1SA.16.6!f.1

appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.” ¥Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before
Samuel. He said, ‘Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he
said, ‘Neither has the LORD chosen this one.’ !°Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and
Samuel said to Jesse, ‘The LORD has not chosen any of these.” !'Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Are all your sons
here?’ And he said, ‘There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to
Jesse, ‘Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here.” ?He sent and brought him in.
Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The LORD said, ‘Rise and anoint him; for
this is the one.” "*Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and
the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God!

Oak Hill Presbyterian Church
4111 Connecticut o St. Louis, MO 63116 « (314) 664-5525

Thank you for participating today in worship with Oak Hill. Please check our website for more
information and updates: www.oakhillpcusa.org.
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The pace and diversity of modern life often hinder us from remaining valnerable to our emetions and to the
huranness of other people, This prayerful text to be open to suchjoys and pains draws on Hzekdel 11:19 and -
36:26 in stanza one and echoes feremiah 31:33 in stanza two.

TEXT: Ruth Duck, 1994
MUSIC: Irish metady; arr. Alfr

© Yext @ 1996 The Pz Press
Music Harm, © 2011 Affred V. Fedak
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Guitar chords do not correspond with keyboard harmony.

These stanzas are selected from a 20th-century Bnglish poetic version of an Trish monastic
that has proved popular and easily sung ;

the 10th century or before. They are set to an Irish Folk melody
despite its lack of repetition and its wide range.

prayer dating i ;

TEXT: Irish poeny: trans, Mary E. Byme, 1905; vers, Eleantr Hull, 1912, ali,
MUSIC; rish badlad; harm, David Evans, 1927
Music Harm. & 1927 Oxford Universiy Press

Hymns reprinted with permission. ONE LICENSE #A-735312. All rights reserved.
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