OAK HILL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

July 26, 2026 9th Sunday after Pentecost

*Please rise, in body or in spirit.

Gathering Music
Welcome
Prelude Come Now, Behold Him
*Call to Worship
Leader: The decrees of the Lord are wonderful.
People: The unfolding of God’s Word gives light and understanding.
Leader: Turn to us, O God, and be gracious to us.
People: Make your face shine upon your servants.

Leader: We come together to worship the living God.
*Opening Hymn God Is Here!

*Prayer for the Day (unison)

10:30 a.m.

Brian, John, and Paul
Rev. Wanda Lawry
Susan Brown

Kim Smith

No. 409
Kim Smith

Merciful God, Just God, Faithful God, God of Blessing and God of our most difficult times,
we come to you for a moment of quiet in our self-made busyness. We come to you for energy
in our weariness. We come to you for challenges when we are willing to settle for our own
small plans and dreams. We long for the peace of your presence, even as we are afraid of the
urgency of your call. May we experience the power and presence of your Holy Spirit as
individuals and as a community of faith enabling us to love and serve you as we love and serve
those around us. Amen.

Call to Confession

Prayer of Confession (unison)

Rev. Wanda Lawry
Oak Hill Community

God of Grace,

We want to understand what the kingdom of heaven is like, but our minds are clouded by the
cares and concerns of the world. We fail to trust your power, hidden in all things. We fail to
watch for you, working out your purposes in mysterious ways. We fail to be whole-hearted
in our faith and discipleship. We fail to put our trust in the treasurers of your kingdom
instead of the treasurers of the world. Gracious God, hidden and manifest, give us eyes to see
and ears to hear your good new for the world even here and now. Transform our lives and
our world by your grace. Amen.

Time for silent prayers of confession.

Assurance of Pardon

Rev. Wanda Lawry

*Hymn O for a World No. 372
Peace Oak Hill Community
Time for Growing Disciples Rev. Wanda Lawry
Anthem 1 Will Always Be With You Chancel Choir
First Scripture Reading Psalm 119:129-136 Kim Smith
Secord Scripture Reading Matthew 13:31-33. 44-52 Rev. Wanda Lawry



Sermon Captivating and Compelling Communication Rev. Wanda Lawry

Meditation He’s Always Been Faithful Susan Brown

Offering You can make an offering online at www.oakhillpcusa.org,  Oak Hill Community
place it in the plate on the table in the back of the sanctuary, or mail your check to the church.

*Response We Are an Offering No. 710

We lift our voices; we lift our hands; we lift our lives up to you: we are an offering,
Lord, use our voices; Lord. use our hands; Lord, use our lives;
they are yours: we are an offering.
All that we have, all that we are, all that we hope to be, we give to you, we give to you.
We lift our voices; we lift our hands; we lift our lives up to you:
we are an offering; we are an offering.
Prayers of the People Oak Hill Community

The Lord’s Prayer (unison)
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Announcements Rev. Wanda Lawry
*Closing Hymn The Church’s One Foundation No. 321
Benediction Rev. Wanda Lawry
First Scripture Reading Psalm 119:129-136

129 Your decrees are wonderful;
therefore my soul keeps them.
139 The unfolding of your words gives light;
it imparts understanding to the simple.
131 With open mouth I pant,
because I long for your commandments.
132 Turn to me and be gracious to me,
as 1s your custom towards those who love your name.
133 Keep my steps steady according to your promise,
and never let iniquity have dominion over me.
134 Redeem me from human oppression,
that I may keep your precepts.
135 Make your face shine upon your servant,
and teach me your statutes.
136 My eyes shed streams of tears
because your law is not kept.
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!


http://www.oakhillpcusa.org/

Second Scripture Reading Matthew 13:32-33, 44-52
31 He put before them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took
and sowed in his field; 3%it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs
and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.’

33 He told them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in
with" three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.’

44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in his
joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.

45 ‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; *“®on finding one pearl of
great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.

47 ‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every
kind; “*when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the
bad. ¥So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the
righteous *°and throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
51 ‘Have you understood all this?” They answered, ‘Yes.” >And he said to them, ‘Therefore every scribe
who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his
treasure what is new and what is old.’

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God!

Oak Hill Presbyterian Church
4111 Connecticut o St. Louis, MO 63116 « (314) 664-5525

Thank you for participating today in worship with Oak Hill. Please check our website for more
information and updates: www.oakhillpcusa.org.
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O for aWorld 372
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1 O for a world where ev-ery - one re-spects each oth-er’s ways,
2 O for a world where goods are shared and mis - er - y re-lieved,
3 We wel-come one world fam -i - ly and strug-gle with each choice
4 The poor are rich; the weak are strong; the fool-ish ones are wise.
50O for a world pre - par-ing for God’s glo-rious reign of peace,
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where love is lived and all is done with jus-tice and with praise.
where truth is  spo - ken, chil-dren spared, e - qual -1 - ty  a-chieved.
that o-pens us to u-ni - ty and gives our vi-sion voice.
Tell  all who mourn: out-casts be - long, who per-ish-es will rise,
where time and tears will be no more, and all but love will cease.
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Everything longed for in this text is a reminder of how far our present world is from what God wants. Yet
this is not just wishfu} thinking; it is a call to action, a summons to participate in the fulfillment of God's
desire for all earth’s people to live in radical shafom.

TEXT: Miriam Therese Winter, 1987 AZMON
MUSIC: Carl Gotthelf Gisser, 1828; arr. Lowell Mason, 1839 CM
. Text®@ 1999 Medical Mission Sisters

Hymns reprinted with permission, ONE LICENSE #A-735312. All rights reserved.



THE CHURCH
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1 The chur-ch’s one foun-da - tion is Je - sus Christ her Lord.
2 E - lect from ev -ery na - tion, yet one o'er all the earth,
3 Though with a scorn-ful won - der this world sees her op-pressed,
4 Mid toil and trib - u - la - tion, and tu - mult of her war
5 Yet she on earth has un - ion with God, the Three in One,
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She is his new cre - a - tion by wa - ter and the word.
her char-ter of sal - va - tion: one Lord, one faith, one birth.
by schis-ms rent a - sun - der, by her - e - sies dis-tressed,
she waits the con-sum - ma - tion of peace for - ev - er-more:

till
O

:

and mys - tic sweet com - mu - nion with those whose rest is won:
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From heaven he came and sought her to be his ho - ly bride.

One ho - ly name she bless - es, par-takes one ho - ly food,

yet saints their watch are keep - ing; their cry goes up: “How long?”

blest,
we,

with the vi-sion glo - rious her
hap - py ones and ho
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long - ing eyes are
ly! Lord, give us grace that
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With his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died.
and to one hope she press - es, with ev - ery grace en-dued.
And soon the night of weep - ing shall be the morn of song.
and the great church vic - to - rious shall be the church at rest.
like them, the meek and low - ly, may live e - ter - nal - ly.
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This hymn was one of twelve written by an English curate to affirm the articles of the Apostles’ Creed with
biblical allusions such as 1 Corinthians 3:11 here. Though not created for this text, the tune was joined to it in
1868, and the two have been inseparable ever since.

TEXT: Samuel John Stone, 1866, alt.
MUSIC: Samuel Sebastian Wesley, 1864

AURELIA
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Hymns reprinted with permission. ONE LICENSE #A-735312. All rights reserved.



