
 

 

OAK HILL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 
  

August 23, 2026 13th Sunday after Pentecost 10:30 a.m. 

 

*Please rise, in body or in spirit. 

Gathering Music    Brian, John, and Paul 

Welcome    Rev. Wanda Lawry 

Prelude The Gift of Love Susan Brown 

*Call to Worship   Donna Cook 

Leader: Come, let us worship Almighty God. 

People: We thank you, God, for families, friends, and neighbors. 

Leader: God, how great is your name throughout the earth! 

People: We thank you God, for the sound of laughter and the touch of love, for brand new 

mornings and for dreams held close. 

Leader: Let us love the Lord our God with our hearts, our minds, our spirits. 

People: Let us come into God’s presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise 

with songs of praise. 

All: Come!  Let us worship God. 

*Opening Hymn For the Beauty of the Earth No. 14 

*Prayer for the Day (unison)   Donna Cook 

God of Wisdom, 

You continually call out to us because you love us and desire what is best for us.  You ask us 

to be your hands and feet so that each of your children is held, nourished, and supported 

within a caring community. 

We are grateful for the community of friends surrounding us today.  Your tender whispers 

have brought us into your house, and you rejoice in our connection and companionship.  We 

pray for you to open our eyes, our ears, and our hearts so that we may drink in all that you 

have for us to learn as we worship together today.  In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Call to Confession  Rev. Wanda Lawry 

Prayer of Confession (unison)  Oak Hill Community 

God of Truth, 

Like a moth that gnaws at wool, our brokenness eats away at our souls.  With all the voices of 

greed, selfishness, apathy, and ignorance to drown out your voice as you call us to see the 

suffering in our world, help us to hear and respond to the needs of our neighbors.  In our busy 

lives, we convince ourselves that there is no time to help, no space for prayer, and no need for 

justice.  Forgive us.  Remind us that only when we slow down and breathe deeply of your Holy 

Spirit and holy Word can our ears hear your voice.  Inspire us to greater love for you and for 

one another.  Amen. 

Time for silent prayers of confessio03 

Assurance of Pardon   Rev. Wanda Lawry 

*Hymn Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love No. 203 

Peace  Oak Hill Community 

 



 

 

Time for Growing Disciples Blessing of Backpacks and Bags Rev. Wanda Lawry 

Unison Prayer 

Lord, 

Bless each of these backpacks and bags and the person who caries it.  When they carry their 

backpacks and bags may they be reminded of the love and guidance that surrounds them each 

day.  Always keep them safe and in your loving care. 

Throughout the year, may they gain the tools to grow in knowledge, love, and faith.  Allow them 

to be the best neighbor, friend, and student they can be.  Give them confidence when they are 

anxious, comfort when they are afraid, and encouragement when they are tired.  In Jesus’ 

name, Amen. 

Anthem For Love Shall Be Our Song Chancel Choir 

First Scripture Reading Deuteronomy 6:1-7 Donna Cook 

Second Scripture Reading Matthew 22:36-40 Rev. Wanda Lawry 

Sermon Embracing Our Neighbors Rev. Wanda Lawry 

Meditation Love Lifted Me Susan Brown 

Offering You can make an offering online at www.oakhillpcusa.org, Oak Hill Community 

 place it in the plate on the table in the back of the sanctuary, or mail your check to the church. 

*Response We Are an Offering No. 710 

We lift our voices; we lift our hands; we lift our lives up to you: we are an offering, 

Lord, use our voices; Lord. use our hands; Lord, use our lives;  

they are yours: we are an offering. 

All that we have, all that we are, all that we hope to be, we give to you, we give to you. 

We lift our voices; we lift our hands; we lift our lives up to you: 

 we are an offering; we are an offering. 

Prayers of the People  Oak Hill Community  

The Lord’s Prayer (unison) 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 

the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

Announcements  Rev. Wanda Lawry 

*Closing Hymn Take My Life No. 697 

Benediction  Rev. Wanda Lawry 
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_________________ 

 

First Scripture Reading  Deuteronomy 6:1-7 

6Now this is the commandment—the statutes and the ordinances—that the Lord your God charged me 

to teach you to observe in the land that you are about to cross into and occupy, 2so that you and your 

children and your children’s children, may fear the Lord your God all the days of your life, and keep all 

his decrees and his commandments that I am commanding you, so that your days may be long. 3Hear 

therefore, O Israel, and observe them diligently, so that it may go well with you, and so that you may 

multiply greatly in a land flowing with milk and honey, as the Lord, the God of your ancestors, has 

promised you. 
4Hear, O Israel: The Lord is our God, the Lord alone. 5You shall love the Lord your God with all your 

heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might. 6Keep these words that I am commanding you 

today in your heart. 7Recite them to your children and talk about them when you are at home and when 

you are away, when you lie down and when you rise. 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.  
People: Thanks be to God! 

 

Second Scripture Reading  Matthew 22:36-40 
36“Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?” 37He said to him, “’You shall love the Lord 

your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ 38This is the greatest and 

first commandment. 39And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40On these two 

commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.  
People: Thanks be to God! 

 

____________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Oak Hill Presbyterian Church 

4111 Connecticut  ●  St. Louis, MO 63116 ● (314) 664-5525 

Thank you for participating today in worship with Oak Hill.  Please check our website for more 
information and updates: www.oakhillpcusa.org. 
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