OAK HILL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

August 16, 2026 12" Sunday after Pentecost 10:30 a.m.

*Please rise, in body or in spirit.

Gathering Music Brian, John, and Paul
Welcome Rev. Wanda Lawry
Prelude 1 Am Bound for the Promised Land Susan Brown
*Call to Worship (Psalm 67) Lisa Thompson
Leader: May God be gracious to us and bless us and make the Lord’s face to shine upon us,

that your way be known upon earth, your saving power among all nations.

People: Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you.

Leader: Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the peoples with equity and
guide the nations upon earth.

People: Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you.

Leader: The earth has yielded its increase; God has blessed us. God, our God, has blessed us.

All: May God continue to bless us; let all the ends of the earth revere God.
*Opening Hymn Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty No. 35
*Prayer for the Day (unison) Lisa Thompson

Gracious God,

We thank you that we can rest in you, secure amid the conflict and confusion of life. We
thank you for providing for our needs and that you have trusted us to one another’s care.
Help us to receive with humility and to give with joy. Help us to share what we have without
fear of tomorrow. May we be peacemakers and justice makers, that one day may choose
bread over weapons and fairness over greed. Amen.

Call to Confession Rev. Wanda Lawry

Prayer of Confession (unison) Oak Hill Community
Merciful God, whose care never ceases, we come to you as we are. We are tired from trying
to do more than we can manage. We are anxious about problems which go unresolved. We
are worried about events beyond our control. We do not easily let go. For mistakes we cannot
redeem, for tasks left undone, for uncertain goals, we need your forgiveness and ask for your
understanding. For recovery of strength and enthusiasm, we pray for your Spirit. For fullness
of life, generous hearts, and contented souls, we pray to more closely follow Jesus who is the
Way, the Truth, and the Life. Amen.

Time for silent prayers of confession.

Assurance of Pardon Rev. Wanda Lawry
*Hymn In the Bulb There Is a Flower No. 250
Peace Oak Hill Community
Time for Growing Disciples Rev. Wanda Lawry
Anthem O God, Show Mercy To Us Sarah Gibson, soloist

First Scripture Reading Psalm 133 Lisa Thompson



Second Scripture Reading Genesis 45:1-15 Rev. Wanda Lawry

Sermon God Works in Surprising and Unexpected Ways Rev. Wanda Lawry
Meditation There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy Susan Brown
Offering You can make an offering online at www.oakhillpcusa.org,  Oak Hill Community

place it in the plate on the table in the back of the sanctuary, or mail your check to the church.

*Response We Are an Offering No. 710
We lift our voices; we lift our hands; we lift our lives up to you: we are an offering,
Lord, use our voices; Lord. use our hands; Lord, use our lives;
they are yours: we are an offering.
All that we have, all that we are, all that we hope to be, we give to you, we give to you.
We lift our voices; we lift our hands; we lift our lives up to you:
we are an offering; we are an offering.

Prayers of the People Oak Hill Community

The Lord’s Prayer (unison)
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Announcements Rev. Wanda Lawry
*Closing Hymn Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound No. 649
Benediction Rev. Wanda Lawry
First Scripture Reading Psalm 133

"How very good and pleasant it is when kindred live together in unity!

’It is like the precious oil on the head, running down upon the beard, on the beard of Aaron, running
down over the collar of his robes.

3t is like the dew of Hermon, which falls on the mountains of Zion. For there the Lord ordained his
blessing, life forevermore.

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God!


http://www.oakhillpcusa.org/

Second Scripture Reading Genesis 45:1-15
45Then Joseph could no longer control himself before all those who stood by him, and he cried out, “Send
everyone away from me.” So no one stayed with him when Joseph made himself known to his
brothers. 2And he wept so loudly that the Egyptians heard it, and the household of Pharaoh heard
it. *Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his brothers could not answer
him, so dismayed were they at his presence. “Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come closer to me.” And
they came closer. He said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. >And now do not be
distressed, or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve
life. °For the famine has been in the land these two years; and there are five more years in which there
will be neither plowing nor harvest. ’God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and
to keep alive for you many survivors. ¥So it was not you who sent me here, but God; he has made me a
father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. Hurry and go up to my
father and say to him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to
me, do not delay. '°You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children
and your children’s children, as well as your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. ''I will provide for
you there—since there are five more years of famine to come—so that you and your household, and all
that you have, will not come to poverty.” > And now your eyes and the eyes of my brother Benjamin see
that it is my own mouth that speaks to you. *You must tell my father how greatly I am honored in Egypt,
and all that you have seen. Hurry and bring my father down here.” *Then he fell upon his brother
Benjamin’s neck and wept, while Benjamin wept upon his neck. '>And he kissed all his brothers and wept
upon them; and after that his brothers talked with him.

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God!

Oak Hill Presbyterian Church
4111 Connecticut o St. Louis, MO 63116 « (314) 664-5525

Thank you for participating today in worship with Oak Hill. Please check our website for more
information and updates: www.oakhillpcusa.org.



http://www.oakhillpcusa.org/
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CREATION AND PROVIDENCE

35 Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty
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This very strong 17th-century German hymn employs many phrases from the psalms, especially Psalms 150
and 103:1-6. It did not receive an effective English translation until the mid-19th century, but has remained
popular ever since, thanks in part to its stirring tune.

TEXT: Joachim Neander, 1680; trans. Catherine Winkworth, 1863, all.
MUSIC: Stralsund Emewerten Gesangbuch, 1665; harm. The Chorale Book for England, 1863

LOBE DEN HERREN
14.14.4.7.8

Hymns reprinted with permission. ONE LICENSE #A-735312. All rights reserved.



JESUS CHRIST: RESHRREFTION

JESUS CHRIST: RESURRECTION
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The writing of this hymn was spurred by a ilne from the poet T. 5. Eliot: “In my end is my beginning.”
Shortly after this piece wes completed, the author { compuser's husband was dlagnosed with what proved to
.+be a terminal malignancy, and the original anthem version of this hymn was sung at his funeral,

TEXT)and MUSIC: Natalie Sleeth, 1966
Texliand Music © 1986 Hepe Publisting Company
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Hymns reprinted with permission, ONE LICENSE #A-735312, All rights reserved.
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649 Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound
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Hymns reprinted with permission. ONE LICENSE #A-735312, All rights reserved.

As was his custom, the author wrote this hymn to accompany his sermon on 1 Chronicles 17:16-17, preached
on January 1, 1773; he called it “Faith’'s Review and Expectation.” Much of its current popularity comes from

this now-familiar tune, an association that began in 1835.

TEXT: Stanzas 1-4, john Newton, 1772; slanza 5, A Collection of Sacred Ballads, 1790; Navaho, Albert Tsosie

MUSIC: Columnbian Harmony, 1829; arr. Edwin O. Excell, 1910, alt.

AMAZING GRACE
M

Text Phonetic Transcr. Cherokee, Kiowa, Creek, and Choctaw © Okiahoma Indian Missfonary Conference;

Phonelic Transcr. Navaho © Albert Tsosie



