OAK HILL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

April 19, 2026 3 Sunday of Easter 10:30 a.m.

*Please rise, in body or in spirit.

Gathering Music Brian, John, and Paul
Welcome Rev. Wanda Lawry
Prelude The Risen Christ Susan Brown
*Call to Worship Toby Eckert

Leader:  You take us seriously, Lord.

People:  You listen to our questions.

Leader:  You walk alongside us.

People:  You share our journeys.

Leader:  You surprise us and bless us.

People:  You fill us with wonder.

Leader: At your table you call us together.
People:  You call us to life.

Leader:  Open our eyes to see you amongst us.
People:  Burn in our hearts and fill us with joy.

*Opening Hymn Christ Is Alive No. 246
*Prayer for the Day (unison) Toby Eckert
Living Lord,

You meet us in unexpected places and surprise us with the abundance of your love. Feed us
by your Word and fill us with your Spirit so that we may follow you this day, and always,
through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Savior. Amen.

Call to Confession Rev. Wanda Lawry
Prayer of Confession (unison) Oak Hill Community
Merciful God,

Even as we proclaim the saving life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, we fail to see the
living Christ in our midst. We find ourselves preoccupied with our own well-being and success,
forgetting your imperative to love our neighbor as ourselves. We turn away from systems that
challenge our way of thinking, choosing to justify our actions instead of examining our
intentions.

Show us again how to live a resurrection faith, a faith that sees life and hope in the midst of
death and destruction. Transform our hearts so that when they are hardened toward you,
neighbor and self, they may once again be filled with love and moved to actions of grace and
mercy. In your holy name, we pray. Amen.

Time for silent prayers of confession.

Assurance of Pardon Rev. Wanda Lawry
*Hymn In the Bulb There Is a Flower No. 250
Peace Oak Hill Community

Time for Growing Disciples Rev. Wanda Lawry



Anthem Day of Arising Chancel Choir
First Scripture Reading Psalm 116 Toby Eckert
Second Scripture Reading Luke 24:13-35 Rev. Wanda Lawry
Sermon Searching for Answers Rev. Wanda Lawry
Meditation O How I Love Jesus Susan Brown
Offering You can make an offering online at www.oakhillpcusa.org, — Oak Hill Community
place it in the plate on the table in the back of the sanctuary, or mail your check to the church.
*Response We Give Thee but Thine Own
We give thee but thine own, whate’er the gift may be;
all that we have is thine alone, a trust, O Lord from thee.
Prayers of the People Oak Hill Community

The Lord’s Prayer (unison)
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Announcements Rev. Wanda Lawry
*Closing Hymn Christ Has Risen, Alleluia No. 251
Benediction Rev. Wanda Lawry

Psalm 116

First Scripture Reading
'T love the LORD, because he has heard
my voice and my supplications.
?Because he inclined his ear to me,
therefore I will call on him as long as I live.
3The snares of death encompassed me;
the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me;
I suffered distress and anguish.
“Then I called on the name of the LORD:
‘O LORD, I pray, save my life!”’
SGracious is the LORD, and righteous;
our God is merciful.
®The LORD protects the simple;
when I was brought low, he saved me.
'Return, O my soul, to your rest,

for the LORD has dealt bountifully with you.

8For you have delivered my soul from death,
my eyes from tears,

my feet from stumbling.

°I walk before the LORD

in the land of the living.

197 kept my faith, even when I said,

‘I am greatly afflicted’;

1T said in my consternation,

‘Everyone is a liar.’

12What shall I return to the LORD

for all his bounty to me?

13T will lift up the cup of salvation

and call on the name of the LORD,

T will pay my vows to the LORD

in the presence of all his people.
5Precious in the sight of the LORD

is the death of his faithful ones.

160 LORD, I am your servant;

I am your servant, the child of your serving-maid.
You have loosed my bonds.

7T will offer to you a thanksgiving sacrifice
and call on the name of the LORD.

¥] will pay my vows to the LORD

in the presence of all his people,

in the courts of the house of the LORD,
in your midst, O Jerusalem.

Praise the LORD!

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!


http://www.oakhillpcusa.org/

Second Scripture Reading Luke 24:13-35
BNow on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from
Jerusalem, '“and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. *While they were
talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, '®but their eyes were kept from
recognizing him. And he said to them, ‘What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?’
They stood still, looking sad. '®Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, ‘Are you the
only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?’ “’He
asked them, ‘What things?’ They replied, ‘The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty
in deed and word before God and all the people, 2°and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over
to be condemned to death and crucified him. 2'But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes,
and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place. 2?Moreover, some women of our
group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, >*and when they did not find his body
there, they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was
alive. 2*Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but
they did not see him.” »Then he said to them, ‘Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe
all that the prophets have declared! 2*Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and
then enter into his glory?’ *’Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the
things about himself in all the scriptures.

28 As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. >’But
they urged him strongly, saying, ‘Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly
over.” So he went in to stay with them. *®When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and
broke it, and gave it to them. 3! Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished
from their sight. **They said to each other, ‘Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to
us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?” **That same hour they got up and returned to
Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions gathered together. **They were saying, ‘The
Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” *Then they told what had happened on the road,
and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread.

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.

People: Thanks be to God!

Oak Hill Presbyterian Church
4111 Connecticut o St. Louis, MO 63116 « (314) 664-5525

Thank you for participating today in worship with Oak Hill. Please check our website for more
information and updates: www.oakhillpcusa.org.
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https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/explore-the-bible/read/eng/NRSV/luke/24/#LUK.24.13!f.1
https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/explore-the-bible/read/eng/NRSV/luke/24/#LUK.24.17!f.1
https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/explore-the-bible/read/eng/NRSV/luke/24/#LUK.24.19!f.1
https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/explore-the-bible/read/eng/NRSV/luke/24/#LUK.24.21!f.1
https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/explore-the-bible/read/eng/NRSV/luke/24/#LUK.24.26!f.1
https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/explore-the-bible/read/eng/NRSV/luke/24/#LUK.24.32!f.1
http://www.oakhillpcusa.org/
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JESUS CHRIST: RESURRECTION

Christ Is Alive! 246
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In 1968 Easter fell ten days after the assassination of Martin Luther King Jr, and this text was wrilten (o
express an Easter hope while mindful of that terrible event. Buoyed by a triple-arched tune, it affirms the
presence of a wounded, sisen Christ with alt who suffer.
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1\E Brian VWren, 1968; rev, 1905
o MUSIC: Musica Sacr, ¢ 1778
= Ao D 1975, rev, 1995 Hapo Publishing Company
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250 Inthe Bulb There Is a Flower
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The writing of this hymn was spurred by a line from the poet T, 5. Bliot: "In my end is my beginning."
Shorily after thls piece was completed, the author/ composer’s hughand was diagnosed with what proved to
_+be a terminai malignancy, and the original anthem version of this hymn was sung at his funeral,

TE)ﬂ’;and MUSIC: Natatie Sleeth, 1986 ' . PROMISE
Texband Music © 1986 Hope Publishing Corpany . . 8:7.87.D
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