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With Jesus as our guide and community as our goal, we worship, love, serve and grow.

I read an article 

recently about how 

throughout the pandemic, it’s 

like we’ve been running a 

marathon.  And now that things are opening up 

and churches are returning to in-person worship, 

it’s like we finished the marathon, and someone 

handed us a new race number and showed us to a 

new start line, right in that same finish line area, 

and asked us to keep running, to start running, a 

whole other race…another marathon.  

   This article was written about church and for 

pastors, but as I am looking around Oak Hill, I 

think it applies to the whole congregation.  I know 

you parents just survived a year of home schooling 

and trying to balance working and child raising 

and teaching and coaching, and now it’s summer 

and you have to do all that and more!  I know that 

our Oak Hill committees have been hustling and 

working so hard to be creative, to keep folks 

connect, to make meaningful and interesting 

online ministry happen and you did it, and now 

we’re asking you to do that and the in-person stuff. 

I know that Paul Bordeaux has spent more than a 

year tweaking and adjusting and improving and 

gadget-adding, and doing everything he can (and 

Brian and John, and Brian, too) to get our sound 

and technology going smoothly for online 

worship, and now they’re also setting it up for in 

person worship.  I know that so many of you have 

reached out to neighbors, have said desperate 

prayers late at night, have logged in to online 

worship over a tiny phone screen, and tried so 

many different ways to stay close to God and to 

keep faith in this long and difficult season, only to 

see COVID numbers spiking across our state 

again.  

   It has been a long, difficult race, these last 16 

months.  And this congregation has been running 

hard.  And fall is coming, and we are trying to 

make hybrid worship happen, and folks are still 

dreaming up ways to love our neighbors, to take 

action for justice, to support our members, to take 

care of this wonderful old building, and to be 

faithful to God as we do that.  

   I want to say, if you are weary, it’s okay to rest.  

If you notice your creative muscles starting to feel 

tired, take a break.  If you are parched from 

screaming into the void, take a drink of something 

that fills your spirit.  

   Know that you are loved.  Know that you are 

appreciated.  Know that you are allowed to take a 

break, kick off the running shoes, and stretch a 

little.  

   We are returning to in-person worship this 

Summer, and yes, we kicked it off with a big of a 

whirl on July 4th, with worship through the whole 

church year.  But now we’re going to settle in a 

bit, listen to some lovely music, pray honestly and 

deeply, rest in God’s presence.  When we have 

energy and ability, we’re going to try some new 

tech, or offer a silly reading, or dream up some 

new programming.  And when we need a break, 

we’ll cancel a session meeting (which we’re 

doing, in August).  

   We’ll be here on Sundays at 10:30 a.m. In-

person or on Zoom.  Come and join us.  Come and 

rest.  Come and recharge.  Come and be with God.  

With love, and in hope,  

Pastor Erin  
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WORSHIP AND CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

COMMITTEE 

 
Worship 

Welcome back to the sanctuary! 

Sunday, July 4, marks our first time worshiping in the 

sanctuary since (checks calendar) a very long time. 

Have you missed us?  We have missed you!  We are, 

however, not out of the woods.  We ask that people 

continue to wear masks, which we are happy to 

provide if you have forgotten yours.  In addition, we 

ask that you only sit in pews that have cushions, to 

maintain some distance and for your comfort, 

obviously.  There are some ushers milling about; talk 

to any one of them if you have questions.  And 

seriously, welcome back! 

 

We will still be offering an online option for those 

who would prefer to worship remotely. You can 

continue to join us on Zoom, using Meeting ID 768 

992 383. 

 

Note: A lot of our success will depend on you.  If you 

aren’t feeling well, please stay home and worship 

with us online.  If you’re nervous, feel free to wear a 

mask for as long as you want.  If you are not 

comfortable taking communion, that is entirely 

understandable.  And if you prefer the online worship, 

we will continue with our Zoom program.  More 

details are available on the church’s website, 

oakhillpcusa.org.  

 

Sunday worship, 10:30 a.m., either in person on 

Zoom!  

 

Fellowship Coffee Time 

All right, so it’s been a while, but try to remember 

back to when we had regular in-person church 

services.  Back before the pandemic, when people 

used paraffin candles to get around at night and called 

each other “good sir” and “milady.”  Anyway, we 

would spend time downstairs in the fellowship hall, 

chatting, drinking “coffee,” and eating whatever was 

handy.  Well, all of that fellowshipping will have to 

move outdoors for now.  Feel free to bring yourself 

some coffee and snacks, step outside, and get caught 

up with everyone you haven’t seen in a very long 

time.  

 

 

Call for Volunteers 

Now that we’re back in the sanctuary, we need people 

to do stuff.  We’re putting out the call for greeters, 

liturgists, ushers, and nursery caretakers.  Please 

contact any of the ushers/people who seem like they 

know what’s going on for more information. 

 

Confirmation 

We are also starting to gauge interest in carrying out 

a confirmation process for some of our young adult 

church members.  This is all in the extremely 

preliminary stages.  Please contact Pastor Erin if you 

have questions.  

 

Wednesday Bible Study 

The Wednesday class is almost finished with Amy 

Jill-Levine’s Short Stories by Jesus: The Enigmatic 

Parables of a Controversial Rabbi.  We continue to 

meet on Zoom, Wednesdays at 11:00 a.m. Meeting ID 

259 777 226, password: Disciple. (case sensitive) 

 

 

EVANGELISM AND MEMBERSHIP 

COMMITTEE 

 

In June, E & M hosted a summer reboot of last year’s 

“Holy Rollers” event in Tower Grove Park–this time 

with water.  Folks met on Saturday, June 12, for a 

morning of wheeling around and throwing water 

balloons.  We rode bikes, strollers, tricycles, and even 

a scooter around the park.  Water balloon tosses (and 

ambushes) helped keep riders cool in the hot weather. 

It was a fun time of fellowship, replete with in-depth 

discussions about unicycles and other wheeled 

things.  

 

On August 1, E & M will host an outdoor Brown Bag 

Fellowship Lunch after worship!  Do you remember 

how we used to gather for a potluck meal every 

communion Sunday before the pandemic?  Well, we 

are easing our way back into an outdoor, bring-your-

own-food, contactless version of that gathering.  We 

hope you’ll join us outside on the first Sunday in 

August, bring your own food, and we’ll provide the 

drinks!  See you outside after worship!  
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EVANGELISM AND MEMBERSHIP 

COMMITTEE (cont’d) 

 

Coming Soon: E & M is working on finalizing plans 

to co-host an outdoor showing of the 2020 animated 

film “Soul.”  The award-winning Pixar movie 

follows the story of a jazz musician who becomes lost 

in a world between the living and the afterlife and the 

lessons he learns while trying to navigate through it.  

The outdoor parking lot movies are always a hit, so 

stay tuned for more details about the date and time.  

We look forward to snacking on some popcorn and 

seeing you there. 

 
Throughout the summer, E & M is calling for 

submissions to add to the church Art Wall’s “Summer 

in St. Louis” themed display.  Show us your 

community spirit by sharing your favorite thing about 

summer in St. Louis.  Is it a favorite frozen treat?  An 

especially scenic picnic spot?  A favorite festival? 

We’d love to know what makes summer in our city 

the best.  Pick up a blank canvas in the new box 

constructed next to the art wall; bring the canvas 

home to paint your favorite summer scene; and then 

drop off your completed piece back to the box.  We’ll 

add your masterpiece to the wall for all to enjoy.  Be 

sure to check out the wall each week for new 

additions. 

 

 

MISSION AND JUSTICE COMMITTEE 

MISSION AND JUSTICE IN THE SUMMER 

(and all year, too) 

 

A Time to Reconnect: Front Porch Meetings! 

As we are returning to worship and returning to in-

person gatherings, and finding ways to reconnect, we 

thought it was the perfect time to build some new 

relationships, too.  M&J has reached out to a few of 

our local elected officials to set up time for them to 

come to the church, so we can get to know one 

another, and build relationships while some of these 

legislators are out of session.  We’re calling them 

Front Porch Meetings.  The first one will be on 

Thursday July 15, from 6:30-7:30 p.m. on the 

church front porch with State Representative 

Peter Merideth.  We’ll provide some cool drinks and 

light snacks; you bring your own camp chair and any 

questions you might have for Rep. Merideth.  

Pencils, pencil pouches, and other provisions.  It’s 

early for back to school but we don’t want you to miss 

the sales.  We’ve been asked to provide 150 pencil 

pouches (the flat zipper type that fit in a three-ring 

binder) and 2,300 pencils for the Back-to-School 

Backpacks.  You can bring the school supplies to 

church on Sunday or have them shipped directly from 

Amazon or other on-line shopping venue.  Contact 

Donna Cook for the shipping address.  (Please don’t 

ship to I58 directly.)  You’ll find the weekly 

food/pantry items, for the next three months, listed 

below.  We know you guys, sometimes, like to shop 

all at once  

 

July 

4th  -  canned spinach or other canned greens… yep  

          … I58 reports these are very popular items. 

11th - dried or canned beans,  

18th - cleaning supply (your choice/favorite) 

25th - your favorite boxed cereal (What is your  

           favorite?) 

 

August 

1st -  Chili 

8th -  crackers, any kind 

15th - canned fruit 

22nd - peanut butter (plastic container, please) 

29th - jelly (plastic container, please)  

  

September  

5th - toothpaste  

12th - macaroni and cheese or other boxed pasta or  

          rice mix 

19th - hearty soup 

26th - oatmeal 

 

I58 Back to School Fair: Saturday, July 24 

The annual Back to School Fair and Blessing of the 

Backpacks is Saturday, July 24. Watch the weekly 

updates for the time and information about 

volunteering at the Oak Hill table/booth. We plan on 

sponsoring a craft or game (plans revealed at a later 

date, but not much later) and we’ll need your help to 

facilitate and provide other assistance around the 

“fair.”  
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MISSION AND JUSTICE COMMITTEE 

(cont’d) 

GO - BAGS 

We still have Go-Bags (provisions to help folks on 

the go).  Some of you may keep them ready in your 

car to pass out to folks you meet in the community. 

We think this is awesome and want to continue to help 

you, help others.  You can pick up the bags at church, 

we’ll have them conveniently stationed around the 

church so you can grab one as you go. Watch for a 

“Service as Worship” Sunday coming in early          

fall/late summer. 

 

Clean Air Rally with MCU: July 24 

Air quality is a leading environmental justice issue 

taking lives.  We are ready to do something about it. 

MCU's environmental task force is working with 

activists in MO and IL to draw attention to the need 

to:  

Abolish pollutants in our air 

Invest in clean energy 

Restore riverside communities 

 

On Saturday, July 24, from 9-11 a.m. join 

environmental justice organizers from BOTH sides of 

the river at the center of the McKinley Bridge.  Bring 

friends!  Make signs!  We want to bring out numbers 

high enough to grab the attention of politicians 

throughout the St. Louis Metropolitan Area.  You can 

find more information and sign up to attend by 

clicking here.  

 

Thanks to all, for your love and continued 

support.  

 

 

STEWARDSHIP AND PROPERTY 

COMMITTEE 

 

The roof over the sanctuary has worn out and is 

leaking significant amounts of water.  We have one 

proposal to replace the leaking roof and Brent 

Crittenden has been seeking 1-2 more proposals.  We 

will pay for this from the reserves we maintain for 

these types of needs. 

 

Mike Hale on the S&P committee is moving ahead to 

update the electrical infrastructure for the chancel 

area in the sanctuary and also in the Theleos Room. 

This will upgrade the church from fuse box to circuit 

breaker panel and increase the capacity to run more 

electrical devices.  The sanctuary will also get new 

network wiring and more AC outlets to accommodate 

our needs for hybrid worship services.  

 

The church van is in the process of being repaired 

after it was vandalized last month in the act of 

attempted theft from our parking lot.  We hope to 

have the van operational in July to return to giving 

rides to people who need them.  Don Stanford has 

been working hard to get the van serviced. 

 

We had the HVAC serviced in advance of the Barrow 

memorial service, and unfortunately the HVAC 

contractor neglected to reconnect a drain hose on one 

of the cooling units, which dumped water into the 

Smylie Room downstairs on the day before the 

service.  Brent found the leak and reattached the hose, 

the Smylie room was dried out, and we have returned 

to (mostly) normal.  We still have some HVAC 

equipment to bring back into service. 

 

The deadbolt lock on the 4111 Connecticut door had 

to be repaired by Krause locksmiths, and they got it 

working again. 

 

Don kindly took Mike and Brian Heuckroth around 

the buildings last week to begin to transfer the wealth 

of knowledge he has about all things at Oak Hill.  We 

all have a lot to learn about all the systems and 

history, and it is a huge advantage to have Don to 

relay all of this to us. 

 

That's all for now, and it was plenty! 

 

 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 

 

The following actions were reported or approved by 

Session in their June 9, 2021 Stated Scheduled 

Meeting:  
 

Average Worship attendance in May (via Zoom) was 

48. 
 

Membership as of May 31, 2021 was 98.  This 

includes the deaths of Dan Link on May 13 and Peggy 

Barrow on May 28. 
 

https://secure.everyaction.com/K-1TPKZS9UGeeR8f7z7ZVg2?emci=d3361977-61d8-eb11-a7ad-501ac57b8fa7&emdi=98950f71-0cd9-eb11-a7ad-501ac57b8fa7&ceid=49871
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS (cont’d) 

 

Financial Reports for May and 

Year-to-Date 2021 

   

May 

2021 YTD 

Total 

Income     

Actual $ 4,429.41 $65,039.18 

Budgeted $14,100.00 $54,985.00 

Over (Under) 

Budget  

($9,670.59) $10,054.18 

      

Expenses     

Actual $16,445.08 $88,005.17 

Budgeted $17,662.30 $90,733.50 

Over/(Under) 

Budget  

 ($1,217.22)  ($2,728.33) 

 
    

Actual Net Revenue 

(Loss) 

($12,015.67) ($22,965.99) 

Budgeted Net 

Revenue (Loss) 

 ($3,562.30) ($35,748.50) 

Over/(Under) Budget  ($8,453.37) $12,782.51 

 

Session voted to send the entire amount ($155) that 

we received for the Pentecost Offering to the 

Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).  (It was our option to 

keep 40% of the offering we collected.)  

 

Session will still allow small groups of 15 or less to 

meet in the building (which began on June 1) with 

masks and distancing recommended.  Virtual options 

still available to those groups who prefer to meet 

online. 

 

Session voted to re-open the church building for 

worship beginning Sunday, July 4.  Everyone will be 

asked to wear masks.  The Worship and Christian 

Education Committee will work out details and 

logistics to ensure we have space for social 

distancing, safety for liturgists and worship leaders.  

There will not be any congregational singing in the 

building.  There will not be a time of fellowship 

following worship inside the building, but we 

encourage the congregation to visit and chat outside. 

Communion will be served.  Virtual options will also 

be available to anyone who prefers to meet online. 

 

Session had voted online to approve spending $5,300 

to update the sanctuary and other electrical and 

network infrastructure to prepare for “hybrid” 

services, where both in-person and online audiences 

can attend.  Pastor Erin reported that a $2,000 grant 

will be provided by the Presbytery of Giddings-

Lovejoy for the upgrade of the network infrastructure.  

Session approved taking the expense of the electrical 

panel replacement from the Maintenance Fund and 

the balance of electrical work will be booked as an 

unbudgeted capital expenditure. 

 

Session voted to allow the Stewardship and Property 

Committee to spend up to $5,000 per occurrence on 

maintenance items with a total maximum annual limit 

of $10,000 without prior approval from Session.  This 

would improve the timeliness of making necessary 

repairs and improvements. 

 

 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 

 

Circle 3 will hold a Zoom meeting at 10 a.m. on 

Thursday, July 1.  Zoom Meeting ID: 886 1391 8422, 

Passcode: 081116. (Call in by phone using phone 

number: 312-626-6799, then enter both the meeting 

ID and the passcode).  

 

Hopefully, Circle 3 will meet in person at church on 

Thursday August 5. 
 

 

BOOK CLUBS 

 

Oak Hill Book Club 

This group is meeting in person at 6:30 p.m. on 

Tuesday, July 13, at the Barrow home to discuss 

“Things in Jars,” by Jess Kidd.  This captivating 

Gothic mystery collapses the borders between fact 

and fairy tale.  

 

Please bring your dinner and join us. The book club 

will not be meeting in August.  
 

 
 

Thursday Touchy Topics Book Club 

July’s Touchy Topics Book and Discussion Group 

will discuss “The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks,” 

by Rebecca Skloot.  Winner of the National 

Academies Communication Award in 2011, this book 

explores the woman whose cells have led to 

numerous scientific breakthroughs, without her 

consent.  In August, the group will discuss                     

“A Knock at Midnight: A Story of Hope Justice and 

Freedom,” by Brittany Barnett, which explores the  
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BOOK CLUBS (cont’d) 

discriminatory nature of our nation’s drug laws. 

Touchy Topics is still meeting on Zoom, and we’d 

love for you to join us on the first Wednesday of the 

month (7/7 and 8/4) at 7:30 p.m.  Zoom Meeting ID: 

259 777 226.  Password: Disciple (case sensitive).   

 

 

ARTS AND CRAFT CLUB 

 

Craft Night 

Craft Night is shifting!  We are going to start meeting 

on the third Friday of the month.  In July that will be 

on July 16 at 7 p.m. In August it will be on August 20 

at 7 p.m.  We will continue to meet on Zoom for now.  

So, grab your favorite project and snack and join us!  

Zoom info: 823 1780 8360. Password: Disciple. 

Please let Dena Roper know if you have any 

questions! 

 

 

Under the Oak Tree  

 

 
 

Dear Friends, 

As you know 2020 was a difficult year that 

challenged us in many ways.  We at Isaiah 58 

Ministries wanted to send you a note thanking you for 

your support in the midst of so much uncertainty.  

Oak Hill Presbyterian Church’s contribution to our 

ministry helped us to ensure the people fed through 

the pandemic received high quality rich food.  Thank 

you so much for all you have done to support       

Isaiah 58 Ministries in 2020 and beyond.  You are 

truly a blessing to the ministry!! 

Sincerely, 

Peg Cooper 

Board Member 

 

 
 

Dear Friend: 

Thank you so much for your recent contribution of 

$170.00 given on 06/08/2021 for our ministry at   

Isiah 58 Ministries.  What a blessing to have the 

support of such wonderful people as we strive to serve 

our community with love and compassion. 

Your gift makes possible the many ways in which we 

serve our community.  Our clients are cared for in a 

holistic manner that honors the entire person.  By 

connecting services and resources to those in need, 

advocating for the poor, referring individuals to 

critical community-based resources, educating clients 

in nutrition and health as well as offering life-skills 

training and providing hunger and poverty education 

to volunteers and mission groups, and supplying 

emergency provisions and basic need through our 

food pantry and clothing room, our clients know that 

their needs are our top priority. 

As we continue to positively impact the lives of over 

600 families per month through our various services 

and programs, we are uplifted by your generous and 

ongoing support. 

Again, from the bottom of our hearts, thank you.  We 

pray good health and many blessings upon you and 

your loved ones in the coming year. 

Sincerely, 

Rev. Brenda L. Booth 

Executive Director 

Isaiah 58 Ministries. 

 

 

 

 

 
LECTIONARY FOR JULY 

Sunday, 

July 4 

2 Sam. 5:1-5, 9-10 and 

Psalm 48 

 

Sunday, 

July 11 

2 Sam. 6:1-5, 12b-19 and 

Psalm 24 

 

Sunday, 

July 18 

2 Sam. 7:1-14a and  

Psalm 89:20-37 

 

Sunday, 

July 25 

2 Sam. 11:1-15 and  

Psalm 14 
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LECTIONARY FOR AUGUST 

Sunday, 

August 1 

2 Sam. 11:26-12:13a and 

Psalm 51:1-12 

 

Sunday, 

August 8 

2 Sam. 18:5-9, 15, 31-33 

and Psalm 130 

 

Sunday, 

August 15 

1 Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-14 

and Psalm 111 

 

Sunday, 

August 22 

1 Kings 8:1, 6, 10-11; 22-

30, 41-43 and Psalm 84 

 

Sunday, 

August 29 

S. of Sol. 2:8-13 and 

Psalm 45:1-2, 6-9 

 

 

Scenes from Oak Hill 
June Outdoor Worship 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 
OAK HILL NEWS –JULY/AUGUST 2021                                                8 

 

                           8 
 

 

June Outdoor Worship (cont’d) 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

“Holy Rollers Part II” 

Tower Grove Park 

June 12, 2021 
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Return to In-person Worship  

on July 4, 2021 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Oak Hill News 

Oak Hill Presbyterian Church 

4111 Connecticut Street 

St. Louis, Missouri  63116-3926   (314) 664-5525 

www.oakhillpcusa.org 

office@oakhillpcusa.org 

We are a welcoming congregation where visitors 

are always expected!  
 

Service of Worship (In Person and Zoom)  

10:30 a.m. 

 

The ministers of Oak Hill Church are its members 

assisted by: 
 

Rev. Erin Counihan 

Pastor 
 

Rev. Dr. Alan Meyers 

Parish Associate 
 

Ms. Susan Brown 

Minister of Music 
 

Ms. Carole Adams 

Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Articles for publication  

in the  

Oak Hill News  

need to be 

 submitted in writing  

to the church office by the 

3rd Monday of each month. 

 

 

http://www.forministry.com/63116OHPC
mailto:office@oakhillpcusa.org

