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With Jesus as our guide and community as our goal, we worship, love, serve and grow.

TGINY!
Thank goodness it’s
New Year’s!
I imagine you will join me in welcoming the end of
this very long, pandemic-filled, online school,
everything closed, so many masks, no-in-person
worship, worrying and stressful year. Whew.
And while I’ve had great hope in this change in the
calendar, and great hope in people getting their
vaccinations, great hope in a change in our
government leadership, great hope in the
lengthening of daylight each and every day, I have
years of experience that tell me that one magical
New Year’s night doesn’t fix it all.
So as we come to this change in season, as we mark
a new beginning in our lives together, as we hold
hope for what this new moment might bring, let us
also keep holding on to one another.
Because we got through this 2020 year together.
Taking socially distant walks in the park, zooming
bible study, sending cards in the mail. We got
through terrible losses and big new adventures
through family zoom calls and teeny, tiny porch
gatherings. We sang together, loudly and
enthusiastically, while muted on our couches. We lit
virtual candles, we shared virtual meals, we passed
virtual peace. And still, we masked up and got
together to make sure our neighbors had enough
food to eat, had new freshly-folded sheets to use,
had a hot meal on a cold night.

Some of us drenched ourselves in sanitizer and got
out there to do our jobs because the community needs
us, and some of us learned how to stay home, really,
really stay home, because the community needed us
there.
We’ve done everything this year, together, even
when we’ve been at home. We’ve done everything
this year for one another. We’ve done everything this
year out of deep love and care for one another.
And while it’s been pretty terrible. And nothing I
ever want to repeat again (I mean, after I get my shot,
hopefully some time in the new year), I’m kinda
amazed by us. I am amazed at how well we’ve loved
each other. Even when it is so hard.
And so, really, my hope isn’t in New Year’s or
whatever 2021 will bring. My hope is in us, who God
has called together, and God has taught to love. My
hope is in being church together with all of you. My
hope is in the God who created us and gathered us up
and gave us this wonderful, wild, enduring love to
share with one another.
I wish you all real and virtual blessings for the New
Year, and for all of our days to come.
With love,
Pastor Erin
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SUNDAYS AT OAK HILL (ONLINE)
We are continuing to gather online for worship each
week. We have added an Intergenerational Sunday
School Class to our morning schedule:

Sundays, on Zoom (Meeting ID 768 992 383):
Sunday School at 9:30 a.m.
Worship at 10:30 a.m.

Epiphany!
We will celebrate the Epiphany of the Lord in
worship on Sunday, January 3. We’ll also be sharing
in the sacrament of communion in that worship
service, so please remember to prepare some bread
and drink for at-home communion elements.

Thank you to all who planned, shared their voices,
played music, served as liturgists, and everyone
involved in making our special Advent and Christmas
worship services amazing. It is a blessing to be
church together even if it is just on Zoom.

We will resume our intergenerational virtual Sunday
School on January 3. We will be working on a series
from Illustrated Ministry based on the revised
common lectionary, which will feature a reading,
questions for discussions, an activity, and a coloring
same link as worship.
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There will be a Congregational Meeting on Sunday,
January 31, on Zoom, following worship to receive
annual reports from the session and church
organizations, including financial reports, and to
receive the approved budget for 2021. Everyone is
encouraged to join the meeting.

Rich Wiethop would like to thank the pastor, the
committee, the session and the congregation for their
help and support for year 2020.

EVANGELISM AND MEMBERSHIP
COMMITTEE
Oak Hill’s Advent Calendar
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MISSION AND JUSTICE COMMITTEE
Happy New Year from the Mission & Justice
Committee. A special thanks goes out to Dena
Roper, and Toby, Victor and Paige Eckert for putting
together nearly 200 breakfast sandwiches for our
Winter Outreach Partners. Thanks to Dena for
heating up the sandwiches and packing the bags for
final distribution!

Watch the weekly email blasts for January cooking
opportunities for Winter Outreach and information
about our MLK Mini-Service Blitz. Mission &
Justice will be meeting in January to discuss plans for
2021. If you have ideas contact any member of our
committee, Donna Cook, Heather Beckmann or Dena
Roper.
Thanks to everyone who supported our “Jeans for
Teens Project,” provided Thanksgiving and
Christmas donations to Isaiah 58 Ministries, and
supported Metropolitan Congregations United.
Jesus is our guide and community is our goal, and
together we worship, love, serve and grow.
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
The following actions were reported or approved by
Session in their December 9, 2020 Stated Scheduled
Meeting:
Average Worship attendance in November (via
Zoom) was 54.
Membership as of November 30, 2020 was 100 (no
change).
Financial Reports for November and
Year-to-Date 2020
November

2020 Total

Income
Actual
Budgeted
Over (Under) Budget

$16,925.85
$14,570.31
$2,355.54

$145,222.59
$204,518.41
($59,295.82)

Expenses
Actual
Budgeted
Over (Under) Budget

$17,230.66
$16,258.54
$872.12

$182,216.45
$212,263.44
($30,046.99)

YTD New Revenue
(Loss)

($36,993.86)

Session agreed that we will continue to keep the
church closed during the month of January 2021 due
to the COVID-19 virus, and to discuss further actions
at the January Stated Session Meeting scheduled for
Wednesday, January 13, 2021.
Session approved the examination of newly elected
officers and voted to ordain and install Mike Hale
(Class of 2023) and Millie Crittenden (Class of 2022)
as elders, and to install Brian Beckmann, Donna
Cook, and Toby Eckert (Class of 2023) as elders. (As
a youth, Millie was elected to serve a one-year term
on the Class of 2022).
Session unanimously voted to approve the 2021 Final
Budget of $217,975, as presented.
Session voted to designate to the Presbytery how we
wanted them to distribute our 2021 pledge to General
Mission. We will request that our $12,000 pledge to
General Mission be divided as follows: $1,800 go to
the General Assembly, $600 to the Synod, $4,600 to
Giddings-Lovejoy, and $5,000 to UKirk St. Louis.
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Session voted to have our January Congregational
5
Meeting (via Zoom) on Sunday, January 31, 2021.
The purpose of the meeting is to receive annual
reports from the session and church organizations,
including financial reports, and to receive the
approved budget for 2021.
PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
Circle 3 will meet via a Zoom meeting on Thursday,
January 7, at 10 a.m. It will be a "farewell" meeting
for Bev Shockley, since she and Don will be moving
to live with their daughter Linda in early spring.
Zoom Meeting ID: 891 8845 4589, password:
131403.
Circle 3 will not meet in person until the church
reopens and it is safe for groups to meet again. When
this occurs, we will resume meeting at 10 a.m. on the
first Thursday of the month in the Theleos Room.

BOOK CLUBS
Book club will meet at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday,
January 12, on Zoom: 259 777 226, password:
Disciple (case sensitive).
The club will discuss
“Lessons from Lucy: The Simple Joys of an Old,
Happy Dog” by Dave Barry. Please read the book
and join us.
The Touchy Topics Book and Discussion Group will
meet on Wednesday January 6th at 7:30 p.m. on Zoom
to discuss James Balwin’s book “Go Tell It On The
Mountain.” Zoom Meeting ID: 259 777 226,
password: Disciple.

ARTS AND CRAFT CLUB
Craft Night
Please join us for Craft Night on Thursday, January
28, at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom. Bring some snacks and
hang out! It’s a great time to start a new project for
the new year! (Or a good chance to revisit that project
that made it to the naughty list last year!). The
meeting ID is 823 1780 8360. Password: Disciple
Contact Dena Roper if you have any questions
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Scenes from Oak Hill
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Decorating Oak Hill for Christmas
Oak Hill News
Oak Hill Presbyterian Church
4111 Connecticut Street
St. Louis, Missouri 63116-3926 (314) 664-5525
www.oakhillpcusa.org
office@oakhillpcusa.org
We are a welcoming congregation where visitors
are always expected!
Christian Education (Zoom) – 9:30 a.m.
Service of Worship (Zoom) – 10:30 a.m.
The ministers of Oak Hill Church are its members
assisted by:
Rev. Erin Counihan
Pastor
Rev. Dr. Alan Meyers
Parish Associate
LECTIONARY FOR JANUARY
Sunday,
Jer. 31:7-14 and
January 3
Psalm 147:12-20;
Eph. 1:3-14;
John 1 (1-9) 10-18
Wednesday,
Isaiah 60:1-6;
January 6
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14;
Epiphany of the
Eph. 3:1-12; Luke 2:1-12
Lord
Sunday,
Gen. 1:1-5 and Psalm 29;
January 10
Acts 19:1-7; Mark 1:4-11
Sunday,
1 Sam. 3:1-10 (11-20) and
January 17
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18;
1 Cor. 6:12-20; John 1:4351
Sunday,
Jonah 3:1-5, 10 and
January 24
Psalm 62:5-12;
1 Cor. 7:29-31;
Mark 1:14-20
Sunday,
Deut. 18:15-20, 10 and
January 31
Psalm 111; 1 Cor. 8:1-13;
Mark 1:21-28

Rev. Jillian Embrey
Parish Associate
Ms. Susan Brown
Minister of Music
Ms. Carole Adams
Secretary
Articles for publication
in the
Oak Hill News
need to be
submitted in writing
to the church office by the
3rd Monday of each month.
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