Highlights

Inside

● Congregational Meeting , page 2
● New Wednesday Bible Study Class, page 2

●● New Art Wall, page 3
● Winter Outreach Update, page 4

Oak Hill News
No. 11

NOVEMBER 2020

Volume 70

With Jesus as our guide and community as our goal, we worship, love, serve and grow.
We’re putting on our best
Halloween costumes and
begging our neighbors for
treats. We’re voting. Early,
by mail, in person, waiting in line, however, but
we’re voting. We’re planning the budget for next
year, we’re nominating new leaders to new roles,
and we’re having a whole online congregational
meeting about it.
Friends, yes, it is still pandemic. And yes,
this congregational meeting on Zoom is going to
be different and awkward and unlike anything
we’ve done before. And certainly this wild
election, with all of the drama and all of the
logistical challenges us stressing us all out in new
ways.
But we’re doing it.
I don’t know about you, but I keep having
to remind myself of this. We are actually doing
it. We’re getting through this. It’s been hard and
uncomfortable and stressful. But we are
enduring.
So, yes, in this month’s newsletter, you’re
still going to read about worship and art and
helping our neighbors. And you’ll read about our
Advent devotional, because yes, we’re still
planning to do Advent this year. You’ll see
pictures of our Halloween pumpkin carving event
and our Blessing of the Animals event, because
we’ve still got to find ways to be together when
we can. You’ll read about all the outreach we are
doing with our friends at Isaiah 58 Ministries and
how you can get involved. And of course, you’ll
learn about the work our session has done to

prepare a budget for us to consider, as we
consider our own budgets and how we can
support our ministry right now. And do we have
any idea what next year will bring? No. Do we
have any idea when COVID numbers will go
down and we can get back to meeting in person,
or worshiping in person, again? Nope.
But do we hold on to hope that God will
be with us in this awkward, uncomfortable,
dragging-on, long, hard time? Yes. Do we find
joy in the silly and technologically messy ways
in which we are able to be together? Absolutely.
Do we keep working to love one another, to love
our neighbors, and to love God, even as it can be
incredibly hard to do that? Yes, we do. And do
we continue to pray without ceasing for an end to
this pandemic, for all who are sick, for all who
are fighting, for all who are working to heal and
help, for all who are researching to find
treatments and vaccines, for all who are cleaning
and stocking and supplying, for all who are
keeping us going… we do, we do, we do….
Friends, read this newsletter and know we
are still a community, gathered to worship, love,
serve, and grow. Read this newsletter and know
that we’ve still got a little work of God to do.
Read this newsletter and find some place where
you can join in this wonderful ministry with us.
Read this newsletter and know, that God is up to
something good among us in this terrible time.
In faith and love,
Pastor Erin
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There will be a Congregational Meeting on Sunday,
November 8, on Zoom, following worship, to approve
a change in the church’s bylaws to allow for telephone
conference calls and electronic communications
meetings, to approve the Pastor’s Terms of Call for
2021, to receive a report from the 2020 Nominating
Committee, and to receive the 2021 Preliminary
Budget.
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New Wednesday Bible Study Class
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Beginning in November, the Wednesday Bible
Study Class will be taking a dive into the Doctrine
of Atonement. That’s right, we’re going there. Have
you always wondered about what Presbyterians say
about the cross? Have you been curious about what
the great confessions of the church say about
atonement? Or maybe you’d be interested in what
some more recent scholars are challenging us to
consider or reconsider about what the church has
traditionally taught, or what our hymns taught, or
what tv evangelists taught, or what we thought
scripture taught us about what happened on that
cross? Okay, well Pastor Erin and Pastor Alan don’t
pretend that they have all the answers to all of that,
but they are willing to explore it with us. Join us on
Zoom, Wednesdays at 11:00 a.m. Meeting ID: 259
777 226 and the password is Disciple.

WORSHIP AND CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
COMMITTEE
SUNDAYS AT OAK HILL (ONLINE)
We are continuing to gather online for worship each
week. This fall we have added an Intergenerational
Sunday School Class to our morning schedule:

Sundays, on Zoom (Meeting ID 768 992 383):
Sunday School at 9:30 a.m.
Worship at 10:30 a.m.
Advent Devotionals!
This year we are creating our own Advent
devotional. There are still a few spots left for you to
participate. No experience required! Just read the
scripture selected for a day in Advent, then think
about it a bit, and write a brief reflection- something
you noticed, or something the text made you wonder
about, or something it reminded you of, anything
really. Then write that down, add a one sentence
prayer, and email it all to Pastor Erin. If you are
ready to give it a try, please sign up for one of the
few spots left on our Advent Devotional Signup
here:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0e4ea5ad28a1
f58-ohpc4

STEWARDSHIP AND PROPERTY
COMMITTEE
With the help of all of the session committees and
Brent Crittenden, our treasurer, we were able to
present a 2021 preliminary budget to session in
October, which they approved (pending the
congregation’s approval of the Pastor’s Terms of
Call).
This budget will be presented to the
congregation at our Fall congregational meeting on
November 8. We encourage all active members to
attend this meeting which will be held on Zoom.
Information on the meeting is being mailed to
everyone.

Thanks to Don Stanford for meeting with Hartford
Steam Boiler for our annual inspection. Don
reported that the inspector took a number of pictures
and checked things over. Everything seemed to be
in good order and he expects the report will give us a
clean bill of compliance.
We are still waiting to be contacted by the contractor
as to when he can come and repair the chairlift that
leads to the sanctuary. We will be following up with
him to see if he can set a date as to when this work
can be completed.
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EVANGELISM AND MEMBERSHIP
COMMITTEE
In October everyone had a blast in the Art in the
Park get together in Tower Grove Park. Folks
gathered in the park and painted their own individual
creations. So much creativity! Sandy Kay especially
enjoyed painting at her kitchen table, with supplies
the committee had dropped off, so she could be
included also. Once all the art work, both from our
outdoor gathering, and our distanced friends, had
been collected, we built a display out in front of the
church, and posted our gallery. You should stroll or
ride by some time soon to check out our creation!
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During this season of distancing and caution, and
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while we are worshiping online only, our committee
is trying to be sure to keep in touch, and especially
to contact members who aren’t on Zoom. The calls,
texts, and cards keep us connected and also keep us
in the know for prayers or other needs people may
have.
We have not made any specific plans for November
yet but a little something just might be in the
works….

MISSION AND JUSTICE COMMITTEE
CAKE! WE NEED CAKE!!!
We’re collecting cake mixes for Isaiah 58 Ministries
(I58). We want to fill the Thanksgiving and
Christmas bags with all the yummy goodies. And
we need 100 boxes! We hope you can help us out
with that. Drop them at any upcoming event at Oak
Hill, or watch for our mission project day, or drive
by a food donation event. (Donna Cook can do a
porch pickup, she also appreciates Sheryl Ream and
Rich Wiethop and their food drop offs to her
driveway.)

This month we also got together, masked, distanced
and outdoors, for a little pumpkin carving fun! We
set up at different tables and dug into some spooky
creations. A few folks took their pumpkins home,
but some left theirs at church, too! You can see them
on display if you stop by for pandemic-cautious
trick-or-treating on Halloween night!

Isaiah 58 Ministries is also starting their annual
Buy-A-Bird campaign. This year they will be
providing clients with gift cards to a local grocery
store, in addition to their bag of holiday staples and
fresh veggies, so they may purchase a turkey or ham
or other items of their choice. A $30 gift to Isaiah 58
Ministries will supply that gift for a family in our
community. There were 497 visits to the pantry in
September which provided food for 1,179 adults and
children.

POP-UP MISSION PROJECT!
On Wednesday, November 4th at 4:00 p.m. we will
meet on the front steps of the church to fold sheet
sets, pack Pokémon card sets, and collect food and
cake boxes for Isaiah 58 Ministries. This is all to
help Isaiah 58 get ready for their Holiday store and
food distribution. Please wear a mask, bring hand
sanitizer, and join us outside for this quick, but very
important Pop-Up Mission Project! Is there a better
way to celebrate the day after Election Day than
jumping into helping our neighbors a bit? Hope to
see you there!
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MISSION AND JUSTICE continued
Jeans for Teens
Don’t forget our annual “Jeans for Teens” project
with Christine Woodward supporting University
City Student Families. Watch for more info in our
weekly emails!
Winter Outreach (WO) Update.
Sadly, we’ve made the decision to not participate
this year in providing emergency accommodations
for our unhoused neighbors at Oak Hill. Due to
pandemic concerns, Winter Outreach is specifically
looking for venues that can provide accommodations
for 20 - 25 people, 7 days a week. We didn’t think
we would be able to meet their volunteer scheduling
requirements and they wanted us to be a walk-up
shelter. They are trying to reduce the risk of COVID
exposure to volunteers and unhoused neighbors,
while still keeping folks warm. But these parameters
make us unable to participate as a host site.
We are looking into other ways to serve our
neighbors and contribute to Winter Outreach efforts
during this winter season. Dena Roper is working on
recipes to provide meals for the shelters and the
shelters will also be looking for donations of gift
cards to purchase supplies and donations of drinks
and snacks. If you are interested in volunteering at
one of the shelters, volunteer positions include,
Facilitator 5PM - 8AM, Greeters 5PM - 10PM, and
Overnight Inn Keepers 9PM - 8AM. Contact Dena
Roper and she will connect you with the volunteer
coordinators and give you up to date information as
it becomes available. Dena can also give you meal
packing requirements if you’d like to cook up a
storm.
From Winter Outreach Food Crew:
Winter Outreach Food Crew is looking for
volunteers, either as part of a team or
individually. Prepared soups, stews, chili,
casseroles, baked goods and breakfast grab & go
items will be provided to those who seek
emergency shelter when temperatures turn
frigid. For more information, please refer
to STL Food Crew Facebook page; or contact
Dena Roper.
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We know we ask for a lot of donations at this time
4
of year and Oak Hill always rises to the occasion
with generosity, prayer and hope. Thank you, to all
of you, for all you do to support our mission and
justice outreach. Together we worship, love, serve
and grow.
SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
The following actions were reported or approved by
Session in their October 14, 2020 Stated Scheduled
Meetings:
Average Worship attendance in September (via
Zoom) was 49.
Membership as of September 30, 2020 was 100 (no
change).
Financial Reports for September and
Year-to-Date 2020
September
2020 Total
Income
Budgeted $15,320
$144,433
Actual
$7,242
$90,169
Expenses
Budgeted
Actual

$18,704
$17,103

$176,186
$154,870

Session approved taking an amendment to the
church’s bylaws to the congregation for approval
that would allow the session to approve telephone
and electronic meetings.
Session approved the 2021 Preliminary Budget. It
will be presented to the congregation at the Fall
Congregational Meeting.

Session voted to approve having the Fall
congregational on Sunday, November 8, via Zoom.
Session approved Christine Woodward as Oak Hill’s
second commissioner to attend the Presbytery Call
Gathering on Saturday, November 7.
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN

Scenes from Oak Hill

Circle 3 will not meet again until the church reopens
and it is safe for groups to meet. When this occurs,
we will resume meeting at 10 a.m. on the first
Thursday of the month in the Theleos Room.

Halloween Pumpkin Carving Fun

BOOK CLUBS
Book club will meet at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday,
November 10, on Zoom: 259 777 226, password
Disciple (case sensitive). We will discuss “The
Alice Network” by Kate Quinn. Please read the
book and join us.
The Touchy Topics Book and Discussion Group will
meet on Wednesday, November 4th, at 7:30 p.m. on
Zoom (Meeting ID: 259 777 226, password:
Disciple) to discuss No One Cares About Crazy
People: My Family and Heartbreak of Mental
Illness in America by Ron Powers.

ARTS AND CRAFT CLUB
Craft Night
Join us for craft night in November! Our regular
night is Thanksgiving, so we will meet online on
Friday, November 27, at 7:00 p.m. It’s a great
chance to visit and get those Christmas cards
done! Zoom meeting is 823 1780 8360. Let Dena
Roper know if you have any questions

SPECIAL RESOURCES
Through a grant from the Presbyterian Publishing
Corporation, we were able to purchase a set of
hymnals and a set of story bibles for Oak Hill folks
to use at home during this season of pandemic and at
home worship. If you would like a story bible to
read with your children, or a hymnal for singing at
home,
please
contact
Pastor
Erin
at
erin.counihan@oakhillpcusa.org to arrange nocontact delivery.
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Blessing of the Animals
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OHPC Voter Outreach
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LECTIONARY FOR NOVEMBER
Sunday,
Rev. 7:9-17;
November 1
Psalm 34:1-10,22;
All Saints Day
1 John 3:1-3; Matt. 5:1-12
Semicontinuous: Josh 3:7-17;
Psalm 107:1-7, 33-37;
Complementary: Mic. 3:5-12;
Psalm 43;1 Thess. 2:9-13;
Matt. 23:1-12
Sunday,
Josh 24:1-3a, 14-25;
November 8
Psalm 78:1-7;
1 Thess. 4:13-18;
Matt. 25:1-13
Sunday,
Judges 4:1-7; Psalm 123:
November 15
1 Thess. 5:1-11;
Matt. 25:14-30
Sunday,
Ezek. 34:11-16, 20-24;
November 22
Psalm 100; Eph. 1:15-23;
Matt. 25:31-46
Sunday,
Isaiah 64:1-9; Psalm 80:1November 29
7, 17-19; 1 Cor. 1:3-9;
Mark 13:24-37
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