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With Jesus as our guide and community as our goal, we worship, love, serve and grow.
“A Christian is one who is
striving for liberation.”
In his book, “How to Be An
Antiracist” (the August
selection for our Oak Hill Touchy Topics Book
Club), Ibraham X. Kendi tells the story of when
the author’s father attended a seminary class
taught by the great liberation theologian James
Cone. According to Kendi’s telling, when his
father asked Cone for his definition of a Christian
that was his response‒“A Christian is one who is
striving for liberation.”1
Of course, that wasn’t the definition of
“Christian” that I was raised with. The
predominantly white, mainline church of the
suburbs, the privileged middle class, welleducated, Presbyterian church in which I was
raised taught me about love and welcome,
sharing and service, hospitality and kindness, but
I never heard about freedom or justice or
liberation. And why would I have learned that
part of the story? That part of being a Christian?
We weren’t bound….
But, over the years, from the disaster zone of the
Gulf Coast post-Katrina, to the domestic violence
safehouse where I worked outside of Baltimore,
from the VA hospital in Chicago to street
protests of St. Louis, what I’ve learned over and
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over again is if any of us are bound, we’re all
bound. If any of us are suffering, we’re all
suffering. If any of our kids are struggling, we’re
all struggling.
The Revised Common Lectionary has gifted us
with a season of study and worship in the book of
Exodus for such a time as this. The story of a
people, of a whole community, freed from
bondage. From the resistance of the Hebrew
midwives, the boldness of Moses’ mother and
Pharaoh’s daughter, from the courage of Aaron
and Moses, the faithfulness of the community,
and the steadfast love and care of God, we are
gifted with this story of liberation and love, as
passed down by our ancestors.
As we read this story, in the context of Christian
worship, in the context of pandemic, in the
context of a country dealing with our own
racism, I am hearing this story a bit differently.
As we read this story in this season, I am
listening as a Christian striving for liberation for
us all. As we read this story in this season, I am
holding close to the stories of our Black siblings,
our Native siblings, our Immigrant and Refugee
siblings, our LGBTQ siblings, our Jewish
siblings, and all who are discriminated against,
oppressed, and bound by culture and policy in
our communities. As we are reading this story in
this season, I am holding close to my experiences
of how my freedom and my hope are bound with
theirs.
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There is a famous quote from indigenous artist,
activist, and academic Lilla Watson: “If you have
come here to help me you are wasting your time,
but if you have come because your liberation is
bound up with mine, then let us work together.”
Friends, as we read, as we worship, as we serve
and love and grow, let us remember always that
our liberation is bound with our neighbors’ and if
we are striving for liberation as people of faith,
let us always do so together.
In faith and love,

Pastor Erin

DISPATCHES FROM CORONATIME
Pastor Erin interviewed our Parish Associate, the
Rev. Dr. Alan Meyers, for this month’s Coronatime
feature, to learn more about how he and his wife
Rosemary have been getting through this season of
pandemic.

Q:So, it’s been almost six months, what have you
been doing differently with your time in this
pandemic?
A: We’ve had some health problems of our own, not
related to coronavirus‒Rosemary broke her arm, and
I had sciatica, and recently with sinusitis, and we’ve
had things that would have kept us in the house
anyway. Being retired, we spend a lot of time at
home anyway, so really it’s been a different thing for
us than many other people.
We didn’t do any traveling this year, ordinarily we
would have gone somewhere this summer.
Q: When you can travel again, where would you like
to go?
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A: Not really sure about that.
2
Editor’s Note: (Obviously, dear readers, we will
have to send Alan and Rosemary some ideas.)
Q: Have you picked up any new skills, hobbies, or
habits during this pandemic time?
A: Using Zoom! With worship Bible study and
presbytery meetings and Jammin’ for Justice, I’ve
been using Zoom a lot. I got Rosemary an iPad for
her birthday and she’s been learning that, and she’s
enjoying that. Rosemary has been doing a lot of
baking‒a regular parade of different kinds of cookies
and coffee cakes‒and I have been doing a lot of
eating those things.
Q: What has it been like doing ministry online? I am
guessing that when you went to seminary, they never
taught you leading worship might look like this.
A: (First, Pastor Alan laughs a lot because
Pastor Erin is super hilarious.)
No, they didn’t imagine this.
It’s been interesting, that’s for sure. You remember,
I preached three Sundays at First Church Alton, and
they do online worship a bit differently than Oak
Hill. They livestream and record their services, for
people to participate in later.
And it felt very strange to stand in front of an empty
sanctuary. I knew there was a camera and people
would be watching, but there were no faces in front
of me. There was one man there, who helps with the
recording, but that is all. I told a joke, and I said,
“Well, I can’t see you, but I hope you’re laughing.”
They had good things about doing it that way, but I
really prefer how Oak Hill is doing worship on
Zoom‒seeing peoples’ faces, I have a sense of
gathering with the church. I like the way we do it.
Q: What did you think about sharing in Communion
virtually?
A: It’s a funny thing. You could be very theological
about this. My understanding of our Reformed
understanding is that the Holy Spirit unites people
who are far apart. Ordinarily, our closeness to Jesus
is enabled by the Holy Spirit. The real presence of
Christ is a spiritual presence, he’s spiritually with us.
We are spiritually with each other, my bread and my
cup are spiritually with yours at your house.
I would still rather be in the same room with
everybody else, but I think it is perfectly valid, and
it’s great.
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DISPATCHES FROM CORONATIME (cont’d)
Q: This fall, we’re going to try a new thing, not only
holding Sunday School virtually, but also with both
children and adults participating together. What do
you think about this new adventure?
A: Oh, I’m looking forward to it a lot. I have always
thought that intergenerational Sunday School is a
good idea, something worth trying. So this is a good
opportunity to do that.
Q: Okay, most importantly, what’s your favorite
Zoom background?
A: I was glad to have a chance to use this
“Presbyterians Affirm Black Lives Matter”
background. Rosemary and I were talking recently,
and we like to use pictures we’ve taken ourselves.
Pictures of places we’ve been. We’ve used the coast
of Maine. That’s where we went the Summer the
church did the Flat Jesus.
WORSHIP AND CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
COMMITTEE

Since the Session voted to keep the building closed
through Advent, we will continue worshiping online
using Zoom. If you are accessing Zoom on the
internet, the Meeting ID for worship each Sunday
is: 768 992 383. If you’d prefer to call in by phone,
the phone number is 312-626-6799, then enter that
same Meeting ID.

To celebrate the beginning of a new church program
year, we will hold Rally Day this year on Sunday,
September 13, at 2 p.m. in Tower Grove Park right
behind the Stupp Center (close to Grand and
Arsenal entrance). We will play games and enjoy
some fun fellowship time. If you feel safe to come
and join us, please do wear a mask, practice safe
social distancing, and bring your own drinks and
food for the celebration.
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Sunday School for Adults and Children is
starting September 20 at 9:30 a.m. Hop on the
worship zoom link and you can join our
Intergenerational study on the Beatitudes! For
12 weeks (because that’s how long the series is)
we’re going to try out having children and adults
study together! We’re not sure how it will go, but
pandemic and zoom time seemed like a great time to
try something new.
We’ve also purchased some coloring pages and
some additional at home materials to go along with
the Beatitudes study series. Pastor Erin will send out
the link and the password to access those materials
in the weekly emails. If you are interested in
accessing these materials and are not receiving
weekly emails from the church, please contact
Pastor Erin at erin.counihan@oakhillpcusa.org to be
added to the email list.
EVANGELISM AND MEMBERSHIP
COMMITTEE
Over the summer, we hosted three in-person,
masked and distanced, outdoor fellowship
gatherings in Tower Grove Park‒Oak Hill Holy
Rollers, The Dog Days of Summer, and an Olde
Time Picnic. It’s been so great to see some of you
live and in person.
In September, we’ll continue this pandemic
fellowship tradition with Art in the Park. On
Saturday, September 26, at 4 p.m. we’ll meet in
Tower Grove Park (with masks, and socially
distanced) to work on a collaborative art project.
Folks who are not able to join in person for health
safety reasons will be given the opportunity to work
on part of the project at home. Then we will
assemble the whole work and put it on display for all
to notice and enjoy outside of the church! Save the
date on your calendar and watch for more
information in the weekly emails. Please contact
Josh Smith with any questions.
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MISSION AND JUSTICE COMMITTEE
Greetings Oak Hill Friends from the Mission and
Justice Committee. What do you mean it’s almost
September! In early August a group of us spent the
morning at the St. Louis Area Foodbank unpacking
several pallets of what looked to be returned
Mrs. Meyers Cleaning Products. We came to be
very familiar with the assortment of laundry soaps,
puppy wipes, scrubby brushes, air fresheners and
more. It was like
Christmas. Sort
of. We unpacked
all the boxes and
sorted them by
household
cleaners, personal
hygiene,
paper
products
and
miscellaneous
stuff. Paul and
Ellis Bordeaux and Donna Cook worked as a team
and packed three boxes of stuff. Carolyn Ream
teamed up with some other college types and
cranked out the
boxes. Apparently
they lost count.
And Mike Hale and
Kristy Gould and
daughter
Miriam
were hard at work at
the other end of the
long series of tables
packing
and
repacking
with
some
other
community folks. We were also joined by Joyce
Blackwell from St. Mark Presbyterian who
volunteers with us at Isaiah 58 Ministries. The
boxes of supplies will be distributed to local food
pantries in the St. Louis Area.
Isaiah 58 is hard at work serving the community,
thanks for all you do to help facilitate that. If you’d
like to do some shopping, they are, believe it or not,
in need of green beans and corn. They’ve said for
years that they didn’t need green beans and corn and
believe it or not, they finally used up the stash! It
would be great if everyone could hold off on plastic
bags for a while, but we could sure use plastic
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bottles to fill with laundry detergent and shampoo.
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(We know you missed doing that this summer.) You
can drop them off Monday - Friday 10 AM - 1PM.
I58 is located in the lower level of Compton Heights
Christian Church at 2149 South Grand.
The
entrance is in the back of the church via the alley off
of Flora Place. You can get to Flora Place via Shaw
Avenue or Magnolia Avenue. Turn on 39th Street,
turn East on Flora and head to Grand.
The Mission and Justice Committee has a number of
items we’re considering in the next few months.
Please keep us in your prayers as we discern how to
approach Winter Outreach participation, AMEN
St. Louis moving forward into 2021, our budget of
course, and future Mission and Justice community
activities. We’re missing our Neighborhood
Foosball and Open Gym Nights and our Service as
Worship projects, but we’re up to the task of
keeping our church community engaged in mission
and justice and serving our neighbors. Activities
may suddenly pop up on our radar and we’ll keep
you informed. Thank you for your ongoing support.
Committee Members: Donna Cook, Heather
Macarthur, Dena Roper, and Avery Smith.
Public Witness
Our friends at Compton Heights Christian Church
(DoC) and St. Margaret of Scotland Catholic Church
have invited us to join them in their weekly acts of
public witness for racial justice in our community.
Each Friday, from 5 to 6 p.m. you are invited to join
this ecumenical community as we gather at Grand
and Flora and quietly hold signs saying “black lives
matter” and “racial justice matters to me” and
anything else you want to put on your own sign.
Bring a sign and wear a mask, and don’t worry
because there is plenty of space for social distancing.
We will stand and hold our signs and waive at
passing traffic, and then at 6 p.m. we close our time
together with a word of prayer.
If you are interested, no need to sign up, please just
show up! If you have questions, please reach out to
Pastor Erin.
Sacred Votes 20:20
Together with Metropolitan Congregations United,
Oak Hill is committed to talking with our neighbors
about two things: make sure they have completed
the Census and get ready for the November election.
Many people in our community and throughout the
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MISSION AND JUSTICE COMMITTEE
(cont’d)

STEWARDSHIP AND PROPERTY
COMMITTEE

state don’t know what’s on the ballot, namely
Amendment 3/Dirty Missouri, which was designed
to overturn Amendment 1/Clean Missouri….which
we worked so hard for and won in 2018 with 62% of
the votes!

Our committee is continually trying to maintain the
church’s building and grounds.
During this
pandemic we are working on the following projects;

MCU’s goal is to raise voter participation in each
participating congregation’s neighborhood by 20%.
It’s a meaningful number that can move the issues so
important to us.
Here’s how we do that:
September: final reminders for Census and making
sure people are registered to vote. We’ll also offer
help to get them done.
October: Get Out The Vote conversations: Do
people know what’s on the ballot? Do they need an
absentee ballot? A notary? Do they know about
Amendment 3/Dirty Missouri?
November: final Get Out The Vote push for
November 3 election: Again do people know what’s
on the ballot…do they have a plan to go vote?
We will have the answers for them!
We’ll be making calls and doing no-contact door to
door canvasing right up to election day.
MCU is willing to train our congregation, from
home, safely online, to do this work. We are putting
a team together to get organized. If you are
interested in joining our work in voter outreach and
engagement, please contact Lisa Thompson or
Heather Macarthur. And be sure to watch the weekly
emails for updates on trainings, phone banks, and
pandemic-safe canvassing opportunities.
Important Newsletter Note: Our squirrel friend
“Snickers” is resting up before he begins
gathering nuts for winter. In fact, once he has
stocked up on supplies he will be staying in his
nest and keeping a safe distance as long as our
church is doing the same. So, you will not find
him in the newsletters for the next several
months.
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1. Six trees are to be removed (two pine trees next
to the AMEN House and four along Oak Hill
Street next to the church). Seasons Cycle is the
contractor and is scheduled to begin this work on
August 27. (completed)
2. The chairlift is to be repaired.
3. The clogged up roof drain in the alley is to be
repaired. (completed)
4. A software company is to come out to fine tune
the new WIFI/Internet System.
5. A bid is to be obtained for roof repair. The roof
area where the Office Roof meets the
Educational Building Roof is leaking.
The stewardship side of our committee has started
preparing for next year by working on the 2021
budget.
We are aware of the difficulty in
determining what our members and the church will
be facing in the immediate future, but we are trying
to set some goals for the church. Therefore, on
August 13 the session committees were sent 2021
budget worksheets. They will be discussing their
committee’s anticipated financial needs as to what it
will take to cover their projects for next year,
whether it is back to normal or new ways to meet the
goals of our church.

May the God of Peace give you peace at all times
in all ways”
2 Thessalonians 3:16
The Peace & Global Witness Offering draws
Presbyterians together, and provides education and
exposure to those who show us how to do
peacemaking well. It allows us to create resources for
dealing with conflict and provide nurturing
reconciliation, and stand in support of our global
sisters and brothers, because the peace of Christ
belongs to people everywhere.
On World Communion Sunday, October 4, we
celebrate that Christ’s peace extends through all
creation. We celebrate that we are offered what we
need to continue the work of building the household of
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STEWARDSHIP AND PROPERTY
COMMITTEE (cont’d)
God, with active peacemakers here at home and around
the world. Extending the peace of Christ is part of an
active, engaged faith‒a witness to what it means for us
to be the church, together.
Through participation in the Peace & Global Witness
Offering our church is extending Christ’s peace
throughout our community and our world. We begin
at the communion table, with our siblings in every time
and place, and we celebrate the peace we find there
and commit to building a more just and peaceful
world.
We celebrate the truth found in
2nd Thessalonians, “May the God of peace give you
peace at all times in all ways.”
We normally receive this offering on World
Communion Sunday. Since the church remains closed
during the pandemic, you may go to our website to
make an online donation or send a donation to the
church. 25% of this Offering stays within our
congregation, 25% goes to mid councils to unite
congregations to support peacemaking in their regions,
and 50% supports the work for peace and
reconciliations being done by Presbyterians across the
globe.
This year from September 6 through October 4 you
may go to www.pcusa.org/subscribe to receive Season
of Peace Daily Reflections.
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Financial Reports for July and
Year-to-Date 2020
July
2020 Total
Income
Budgeted $15,320
$134,272
Actual
$12,302
$88,530
Expenses
Budgeted
Actual

$22,303
$18,883
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$140,147
$124,287

Session voted to approve having the two evergreen
trees by the AMEN House and the four trees on the
Oak Hill Street side of the church building removed.
Session voted to approve giving a $1,000
scholarship grant to Alison Stanford. One payment
of $500 to be given to her immediately and a second
payment will be given to her at the start of her
second semester.
Session unanimously voted to approve keeping the
church building closed and to continue with online
worship (via Zoom) through Advent, with hopes to
re-open, if safe, during the Christmas season. The
Christmas season, according to the liturgical
calendar, is Christmas Eve through Epiphany on
January 6, 2021. The Session will revisit the
COVID-19 planning conversation at our November
meeting.

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
The following actions were reported or approved by
Session in their July 8 and August 12, 2020 Stated
Scheduled Meetings:

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN

Average Worship attendance in June (via Zoom)
was 58, and in July (via Zoom) was 49.

Circle 3 will not meet again until the church reopens
and it is safe for groups to meet. When this occurs,
we will resume meeting at 10 a.m. on the first
Thursday of the month in the Theleos Room.

Membership as of June 30, 2020 was 100 and as of
July 31, 2020 was 100 (no change).

BOOK CLUBS

Financial Reports for June and
Year-to-Date 2020
June
2020 Total
Income
.
Budgeted $35,785
$118,852
Actual
$20,132
$76,599
Expenses
Budgeted
Actual

$19,891
$17,052

$117,838
$105,403

Book club will meet at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday,
September 8, on Zoom: 259 777 226. We will
discuss “Mobituaries” by Mo Rocca. Please read
the book and join us.
The Touchy Topics Book and Discussion Group will
meet on Wednesday, September 16, at 7:00 p.m. on
Zoom (Meeting ID 259 777 226) to discuss “Hiding
in Plain Sight” by Sarah Kendzior.
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ARTS AND CRAFT CLUB
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Scenes from Oak Hill

Grab your favorite craft project and snack and join
us on Zoom on Thursday, September 24, at
7:00 p.m. for a virtual craft night! Hard to believe
we are entering into September and Christmas is
coming! It would be a great time to start on those
Christmas projects and visit! Any questions contact
Dena Roper. Hope to see you there! The meeting
number is 823 1780 8360.

Church Work Day

Under the Oak Tree

It’s a Girl!!

Stephanie and Mark Hoegger and big brother
Leland, welcomed Audra Lane Hoegger to their
family on July 23, 2020. Audra weighed 8 lbs. 3 oz.
and was 20 inches long.
Dog Days of Summer

LECTIONARY FOR SEPTEMBER
Sunday,
Exodus 12:1-14;
September 6
Psalm 149; Rom. 13:8-14;
Matt. 18:15-20
Sunday,
Exodus 14:19-31;
September 13
Psalm 114 or
Exodus 15:1b-11, 20-21;
Rom. 14:1-12;
Matt. 18:21-35
Sunday,
Exodus 16:2-15;
September 20
Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45;
Phil. 1:21-30;
Matt. 20:1-16
Sunday,
Exodus 17:1-7;
September 27
Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16;
Phil. 2:1-13; Matt. 21:23-32
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Oak Hill Holy Rollers
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Oak Hill News
Oak Hill Presbyterian Church
4111 Connecticut Street
St. Louis, Missouri 63116-3926 (314) 664-5525
www.oakhillpcusa.org
office@oakhillpcusa.org
We are a welcoming congregation where visitors are
always expected!
Christian Education (Zoom) – 9:30 a.m.
(beginning September 20, 2020)
Service of Worship (Zoom) – 10:30 a.m.
The ministers of Oak Hill Church are its members
assisted by:

Olde Time Picnic

Rev. Erin Counihan
Pastor
Rev. Dr. Alan Meyers
Parish Associate
Rev. Jillian Embrey
Parish Associate
Ms. Susan Brown
Minister of Music
Ms. Carole Adams
Secretary
Articles for publication
in the
Oak Hill News
need to be
submitted in writing
to the church office by the
3rd Monday of each month.

