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With Jesus as our guide and community as our goal, we worship, love, serve and grow

I didn’t get attacked by an alligator yet.
I want you all to know that I’ve been in Florida for a few days and I didn’t even get swallowed up by an alligator yet.
I’m down in Tampa, speaking at the RevGals
Big Event. It’s a gathering of clergy women
creating space for education, fellowship, and
renewal. The theme of this conference is
From Vision to Action. I’m here to talk about
how we at Oak Hill are living out our vision
- in how we engage with the community, in
how we work for justice, in how we worship
together.
And friends, I can’t tell you what a joy it is
to tell our stories. To talk about our history
and our dreams, share our tips and our tricks
and even some of our slips. To allow other
ministers a little glimpse of what makes our
ministry together so special, so real, so
messy, and so powerful.

I’ve also been able to listen to other stories.
From the other speakers, from the worship
leaders, and from each pastor I’ve been able
to get to meet here. I’m inspired by their
journeys, their wisdom, and their faith.
And it all reminds me of the power of story.
The power of sharing our experiences. The
connections that can be made, the feelings
that can be reached, the inspiration that can
be found, when we step back to tell and
when we step back to listen.
As we enter the season of Lent at the end of
this month (February), what stories will find
us? What stories will we be invited to tell?
And how might the sharing of those experiences bring forth a little of what God is doing among us, and calling us to do?
I can’t wait to find out… (if the alligators
allow…).
With joy and hope and love,
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STEWARDSHIP AND PROPERTY
COMMITTEE
FELLOWSHIP LUNCHEON
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 2
The Fellowship Luncheon to be held on Sunday,
February 2, will be a pasta buffet hosted by the Worship & Christian Education Committee. The committee will provide a few types of pasta, marinara
and Alfredo sauces, and garlic bread. Congregation
members are asked to bring sides such as salads,
pasta toppings (i.e., sliced mushrooms, bacon, grilled
chicken, and broccoli). Desserts are also welcome.

WORSHIP AND CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
COMMITTEE
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We’ve been lucky so far this year in only having
snow shoveled from our parking lot one time. But,
winter is not over! Our contract only requires that
the lot be cleared for Sunday worship, unless there is
a need to have it shoveled for another church event.
A big thank you to Pastor Erin and others who have
been keeping our sidewalks shoveled.
We are making headway with the bug problem in the
kitchen and surrounding rooms. More spraying is
being done. In addition, we continue to encourage
people to put all food in containers or in the refrigerator or freezer. Also, dirty dishes should not be left
in the sink.
We thank everyone who contributed to the Joy Gift
Offering that was received in December.

MISSION AND JUSTICE COMMITTEE
February 26, 2020
Ecumenical Ashes-to-Go will be available outside of
MoKaBe’s Coffeehouse (Grand and Arsenal) from
11:30-1:00 p.m.
There will be an ecumenical worship service with
imposition of ashes at 7:00 p.m. on Ash Wednesday
at Oak Hill

EVANGELISM AND MEMBERSHIP
COMMITTEE
As we start planning events for 2020, we are interested in new ways to engage each other and our
community. If you have an activity you want to try,
please contact someone on our committee—Josh
Smith, Stephanie Hoegger, or Sandy Kay.
New Adult Sunday School Class!
In February, Pastor Erin will be teaching the Adult
Sunday School class on the book of Romans. Come
join us.

Mission and Justice Committee
Yes, we changed our name and not because everyone
else had at least two names and we only had one.
We updated our name to more accurately reflect the
ministry of our committee.
We wanted to
acknowledge the work or our members, pastor and
committee in working with Metropolitan Congregations United and our work in education, activism and
advocacy around racial injustice that exists throughout our community and around the country.
We celebrated Dr. King Day with our Annual January Service as Worship Sunday, January 19. It’s exciting to be able to work together to make a difference in our community. Pastor Erin reports we sent
out over 100 letters to local, state and federal government officials expressing concerns about closing
the city workhouse and protecting the redistricting
reforms that were overwhelmingly passed by Missouri voters in 2018. In addition we packed 125 Go
Bags for our members to share with our unhoused
neighbors, organized sheet sets, laundry detergent
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MISSION AND JUSTICE COMMITTEE
(cont’d)
and shampoo for distribution at Isaiah 58 Ministries,
and created fleece blankets and scarves to share with
various agencies in our community. Dena Roper led
the “Culinary Ministry Team” (we think that should
be a thing at Oak Hill) in preparing a meal for Mission St. Louis’ Job and Leadership program, which
aims to fight poverty by providing job training and
mentoring programs.
Twenty youth and adults ventured out for our MLK
Day Youth Service and Learning Blitz. We started
the day with a viewing of the film Just Mercy, enjoyed lunch on the road, and reflected about the film.
Our next stop was the visit to the Workhouse where
we learned about the #CloseTheWorkhouse Campaign. Then off to visit the Bellefontaine Cemetery
where we learned about famous African American
abolitionists and Underground Railroad conductors
John Berry & Mary Meachum, Mother Priscilla Baltimore and the Roberson Brothers.
Of course we concluded our day with a fun filled
visit to Great American Human Foosball. Thanks to
everyone who joined us in a great day of learning
honoring the legacy of Dr. King.
We’re looking for mission and justice minded persons to join us in planning our ministry and outreach
for the coming year. If interested chat with Donna
Cook, Heather Macarthur, Avery Smith, or Dena
Roper. Our meetings are normally the 4th Wednesday, 6:30 p.m. at the church.

Neighborhood Youth Events

Be sure to share with your middle school and high
school family and friends that they are invited to
Great American Human Foosball on Tuesday, February 4, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. at GAHF, 3227 Morgan
Ford. Pizza, snacks, games, friends and fun!
The third Friday of the month, February 21, will be
Neighborhood Open Gym Night. Snacks, of course,
and basketball, games, and puzzles. Same time,
6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
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Adult type folks are invited to come check out the
fun at both events and share the snacks and play a
few games or decipher a puzzle.

Winter Outreach

Please consider helping out with our winter outreach
shelter. We are open on Wednesday nights when it
is 20 degrees and below or 25 degrees with precipitation, from December until March. We need volunteers to staff the shelter. We have 2-hour shifts.
Please give Dena Roper your contact information so
we can contact you when we activate. We need help
cooking meals. We are doing meals a little differently this year so we need some help. We also need
supplies, such as individually wrapped snacks, small
toiletries, drinks. If you are interested in helping,
please contact Dena or Donna Cook! Let’s help
keep our unhoused neighbors make it through the
winter.

Isaiah 58 Ministries

Spice Up Your Life!
Spices are sometimes sparse in the food pantry! In
the month of February, pick up a few new spices (no
used, please) and donate them to Isaiah 58 Ministries!
Spice suggestions: salt, pepper, poultry blends, chili
powder, cinnamon, onion powder, garlic powder,
crushed red pepper and all varieties of Mrs. Dash
seasoning blends or your favorite!
February 2020
2nd - your favorite spice and bag o’grocery bags
9th - corned beef hash
16th - canned fruit
23rd - oatmeal
March 2020
1st - beef ravioli and bag o’grocery bags
8th - spinach or other greens (canned of course)
15th - sardines
22nd - canned fruit
29th- macaroni and cheese
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MISSION AND JUSTICE COMMITTEE
(cont’d)
Egg cartons, cleaning supplies, paper products and
personal hygiene items are always welcome and
needed. Watch the bulletin for details about our Fat
Tuesday Pancake Supper coming at the end of February. Interested in volunteering, contact Donna
Cook.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
Circle 3 will meet on Thursday, February 6, weather
permitting, at 10 a.m. or whenever you can make it.
Please bring a sandwich - salad, chips and dessert
will be provided. The coffee pot is always on.

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
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The following actions were reported or approved by
Session in their January 8, 2020 Stated Scheduled
Meeting:
Average Worship attendance in December was 85
Membership December 31, 2019 is 102.
Financial Reports for December
Year-to-Date 2019
December
2019 Total
Income
Budgeted $15,537.00
$184,030.00
Actual
$21,703.10
$227,184.39*
Expenses
Budgeted $15,383.00
$184,594.00
Actual
$20,513.11
$183,612.65
* Includes Wamser Trust Fund earnings.
The Session voted to elect Brent Crittenden as
Treasurer and Carole Adams as Clerk of Session.

BOOK CLUBS
The Touchy Topics Book and Discussion Group will
meet at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday, February 5, at
Hartford Coffee Company, when we will discuss
Lenny Duncan’s “Dear Church: A Love Letter from
a Black Preacher to the Whitest Denomination in the
US.” All are welcome to join!

Book club will meet at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday,
February 11, at Destination Cafe, Connecticut and
Morgan Ford. We will discuss “The Water Dancer”
by Ta-Nehisi Coates. Please read the book and join
us!
ARTS AND CRAFT CLUB
Please join us for Craft Night, February 14, at
6:30 p.m. in the Theleos Classroom, for a fun night
of crafting, visiting, and snacking. This will be a
“bring your own project night.” Please bring a snack
to share! Please let Dena Roper know if you have
any questions.

The Session voted to elect elders Josh Smith and
Donna Cook to serve on the 2020 Nominating
Committee. Josh was elected to serve as chair.
They will join Brian Beckmann, Georgia Smith, and
Deb Wiethop who were previously elected by the
congregation to serve on this committee.
Session elected Donna Cook to serve as an elder
commissioner to attend the Presbytery Gatherings in
20120. We will rotate elders to serve as our second
commissioner. Session elected Lisa Thompson to
serve as our second commissioner at the Presbytery
Gathering on February 6.
Session approved the following dates for serving the
Lord’s Supper in 2020: February 2, March 1,
April 5, April 9 (Maundy Thursday), April 12 (Easter Sunrise Service and the 10:30 a.m. service),
May 3, June 7, July 5, August 2, September 6, October 4, November 1, December 6, Blue Christmas
Service (Date to be Determined), and January 3,
2021.
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS (cont’d)
Session approved replacing Iris Soscia and Carolyn
Moody with Brent Crittenden and Richard Wiethop
as co-signers on the church’s checking accounts.

UKirk– St. Louis
FAITH AND ACTION: Courageous Conversations on Gun Violence
On Friday, February 7, 2020 at 7 PM – 8 PM at
Graham Chapel on the WashU campus, UKirk
St. Louis is hosting a special event to talk about gun
violence in our community. Rev. Deanna Hollas is
an ordained Presbyterian Church (USA) pastor who
serves as the Coordinator of Gun Violence Prevention Ministries. Rev. Hollas has been nationally profiled by CNN, NPR, and the New York Times as the
first person in the country given a national ecclesiastical role of this kind. Her advocacy promotes that,
"While all that we do as Christians should be rooted
in worship and prayer, it should not stay there." This
event is free and open to people of any faith or nonreligious background seeking to engage in action
regarding gun violence prevention. Free parking is
available in the Danforth University Center garage
on Forsyth.
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LECTIONARY FOR FEBRUARY
Sunday,
Micah 6:1-8; Psalm 15;
February 2
1 Cor. 1:18-31;
Matt. 5:1-12
Sunday,
Isaiah 58:1-9a (9b-12);
February 9
Psalm 112:1-9 (10);
1 Cor. 2:1-12 (13-16);
Matt. 5:13-20
Sunday,
Deut. 30:15-20;
February 16
Psalm 119:1-8;
1 Cor. 3:1-9; Matt 5:21-37
Sunday,
Exodus 24:12-18;
February 23
Psalm 2 or Psalm 99;
2 Peter 1:16-21;
Matt. 17:1-9
Ash Wednesday,
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 or
February 26
Isaiah 58:1-12;
Psalm 51:1-17;
2 Cor. 5:20b-6:10;
Matt. 6:11-6, 16-21

OAK HILL NEWS – FEBRUARY 2020

Scenes from Oak Hill
Worship – January 5

Fellowship Luncheon – January 5
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Service As Worship – January 19
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Oak Hill News
Oak Hill Presbyterian Church
4111 Connecticut Street
St. Louis, Missouri 63116-3926 (314) 664-5525
www.oakhillpcusa.org
office@oakhillpcusa.org
We are a welcoming congregation where visitors are
always expected!
Choir Rehearsal – 9:00 a.m.
Christian Education – 9:30 a.m.
Service of Worship – 10:30 a.m.
Nursery Care – 10:30 a.m.
The ministers of Oak Hill Church are its members
assisted by:
Rev. Erin Counihan
Pastor
Rev. Dr. Alan Meyers
Rev. Jillian Embrey
Parish Associates
Ms. Susan Brown
Minister of Music
Ms. Annie Girresch
Director AMEN St. Louis
Ms. Lisa Schoonover
Student Pastor
Ms. Carole Adams
Secretary
Articles for publication
in the
Oak Hill News
need to be
submitted in writing
to the church office by the
3rd Monday of each
month.

