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With Jesus as our guide and community as our goal, we worship, love, serve and grow

Pastor and scholar, activist
and author, Howard Thurman,
in his writing “The Work of
Christmas” gave us words to consider as we take
down our Christmas decorations and look towards
the new year….

When the song of the angels is stilled,
when the star in the sky is gone,
when the kings and princes are home,
when the shepherds are back with their flocks,
the work of Christmas begins:
to find the lost,
to heal the broken,
to feed the hungry,
to release the prisoner,
to rebuild the nations,
to bring peace among the people,
to make music in the heart.

is the work of Advent and Christmas and Epiphany
and, well, all the seasons of the church year.
This month, we’ll engage that work in worship and
in action, in study and in song, in fellowship and in
administration. And I invite you to join us.
Come do the work of Christmas on Service-AsWorship Sunday, and help with the projects that
help our neighbors. Come do the work of Christmas at our Annual Congregational Meeting at the
end of the month, and make faithful decisions together. Come do the work of Christmas, by reading
a book about racism in the Church with our friends
all over the presbytery. Come do the work of
Christmas by volunteering with our Winter Outreach emergency bad weather shelter. Come do the
work of Christmas by encouraging students at our
MLK Youth Service Blitz. Come do the work of
Christmas getting to know our neighbors while
playing Human Foosball on Neighbor Night. Come
do the work of Christmas, praying hard for peace
and justice in the quiet of your own home.
After we put away the cookie cutters and box up the
candles, the Christmas spirit can and does linger…
in the work we choose to do, in the story we continue to share, and in the faith we continue to act out.
Now, friends, let’s get to work….

Friends, we still have a bit of Christmas left to celebrate, and we have a whole lot of post-Christmas
work to do. That work is loving our neighbors, doing justice, serving mercy, and proclaiming hope. It

With joy and hope and love,
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Get to know
Student Pastor Lisa Schoonover!

Meet our New Student Pastor Lisa Schoonover!
Lisa is participating in the Presbytery’s Commissioned Pastor training program. She is a Ruling Elder at John Calvin Presbyterian Church in Florissant.
She is training in order to be called as a Commissioned Pastor for a congregation in this presbytery.
Day job: I do payables for World Wide Technology
and have worked for this AMAZING company for
19½ years. I will be there 20 years in April. My
primary job is to work with the suppliers and my internal teams to get invoices that have been processed
off of hold prior to them being due for payment.
Family: My father and younger sister have gone on
to be with the Lord. My mother lives near Quincy IL
and is retired. My brother lives in Chicago and has
three children: one is grown, one is a freshman in
college, and one who is seven. I have been married
to my husband Lonnie for 16 years but we have
known each other since we were 4. Mine and my
husband's birthday are the same day, same year. He
is about 3 hours older than me. My daughter Chelsea is from a prior marriage and just turned 32. She
got married in February of this year and when she
did, I gained a wonderful son-in-law, David, and a
grandson, Cameron, who shares mine and my husband's birthday. I became a grandmother biologically in August of this year. His name is Macai.
What is your favorite church memory? While I
did grow up in the church, I did not grow up Presbyterian and have attended a wide variety of different
denomination churches. I have only been attending
the Presbyterian Church for about 3 years. My favorite memory was going to church that started at 9

2
2
in the morning and not getting home until 4 in the
afternoon. We were just having a great time in worship to the one true God. God was moving in that
place and no one, not even the kids (and there were a
lot), complained that they were hungry, nor was anyone complaining that "this is too long. I want to go
home."
What do you love about John Calvin Presbyterian Church? I love the contemporary music that is
used in our services and that I got to start and continue to facilitate a ladies evening Bible study. I also
love the people of the congregation and have made
some new good friends.
Why did you decide to join the CP program? I
joined the CP program because I love telling people
about God and the good things he has done in my
life and will do in yours if you let him. He likely
already has done great things in your life if you just
look around you and think about your life. Being
grateful is one of the best ways to count your blessings. The training is also relatively reasonable in
price and in every instance, no additional education
is wasted. Any education you can get will make you
a better person.
What is one thing that has surprised you in training to be a commissioned pastor? I have to be careful here because I don't want to offend anyone...it
surprises me that there are such liberal views of the
Bible. Just because everyone says something is OK,
doesn't make it right in God's eyes. The majority of
churches I have attended in the past have had and
have taught more conservative views.
What are you excited to learn about Oak Hill? I'm
excited to get to know the people and how I can
serve each one the best. I'm looking forward to getting to know Erin and each one of you better.
Most importantly, do you have any pets? And if
so, tell us about them: I have 3 cats (Kaleigh, Elsa,
and Anna) and 2 dogs (Kobe and Max) but I'm looking to get a 3rd. I recently had a dog that died unexpectedly that was Max's sister and Max just has not
been himself since then. I know that a different one
won't be Hazel, but maybe it'll be a dog Max can
play with since Kobe is older and is not too much
into playing with Max. Kobe is a Shiba Inu and is
only about 25 pounds full grown. Max is a catahoula/walker mix (hunting dog) and is at least 85
pounds.
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FELLOWSHIP LUNCHEON
SUNDAY, JANUARY 5
The Evangelism and Membership Committee is
hosting the Fellowship Luncheon on Sunday, January 5th and will be setting up for the Great Oak Hill
Taco Bar! So, bring something to share, and make it
something you might put on tacos! We’ll provide the
chips and shells! See you on 1/5!

STEWARDSHIP AND PROPERTY
COMMITTEE
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The January meeting of the congregation will be held on Sunday,
January 26, following worship.
The purpose of the meeting is to
receive annual reports from the
session and church organizations,
including financial reports, and to receive the approved final budget for 2020. Donuts will be served.

WORSHIP AND CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
COMMITTEE
THANK YOU!
Thank you to all who planned, volunteered, played
music, served as liturgists, set up, cleaned up, attended, and well, everyone involved in every one of
our special Advent and Christmas worship services.
It is a blessing to be church together!
EPIPHANY
On Sunday, January 5,, we will celebrate Epiphany
in worship. The PC(USA) website explains Epiphany as “the celebration of God’s manifestation or selfrevelation to the world in Jesus Christ. In particular,
we celebrate the revelation of God’s promise and
purpose to the nations of the world, as the magi
came from the East to worship to the Christ child,
and God’s covenant of grace is extended to all who
believe the good news of Christ Jesus.”

EVANGELISM AND MEMBERSHIP
COMMITTEE
THANK YOU!
The Evangelism and Membership Committee thanks
all who helped assemble Christmas stocking gifts for
our friends and members who aren’t able to join us
on Sunday. We delivered 10 stockings this year.

Offering envelopes for 2020 are available
to be picked up at any time on the table
outside the sanctuary.
MISSION COMMITTEE
Watch for these exciting events hosted by the Mission Committee in January! Watch the bulletin and
social media for more information.
Tuesday, January 7, 6:30-8:30 p.m. Join us for First
Tuesday Neighborhood Night at Great American
Human Foosball. Fun, Food and Foosball!
Friday, January 17, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Open Gym
Night! Basketball Fun, games, puzzles, refreshments and more! Come hang out with all of us!
Sunday, January 19, during morning worship, it’s
time for January Service as Worship Sunday.
We’ll be organizing Go-Bags for street outreach,
sheet sets for Isaiah 58 Ministries, laundry and
shampoo bottles, and other projects to be announced.
Watch for more information
Monday January 20, Dr. Martin Luther King Day
Youth Service Blitz. We’ll be honoring Dr. King’s
memory with service, learning and fellowship. Details are in the works, please watch the worship bulletin for more info.
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MISSION COMMITTEE (cont’d)
Happy New Year from I58 Ministries

Thank you to everyone who was able to donate to
the Isiah 58 Christmas store. Families enjoyed
shopping for new and gently used items for their
families and over 135 people were provided with
supplies for Christmas meals. Oak Hill’s continued
generosity is a blessing to all of those served by the
ministry throughout the year.
We hope you can help us with plastic grocery bags,
empty egg cartons and your favorite pantry items, as
you are able.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
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Circle 3 will meet on Thursday, January 2, weather
permitting, at 10 a.m. or whenever you can make it.
Please bring a sandwich - salad, chips and dessert
will be provided. The coffee pot is always on. We'll
discuss possible projects for 2020 -- bring your ideas!
Our deepest appreciation to all who donated cookies
and other items to our Presbyterian Women's Cookie
Sale on December 15, and to those who shopped at
the sale. The proceeds will be used for PW mission
projects.
BOOK CLUBS

January 2020
5th -your favorite BEEF soup and grocery bags
12th - cooking oil
19th - body lotion
26th - 1 or 2 lb. packages of sugar
February 2020
2nd - your favorite spice
9th - corned beef hash
16th - canned fruit
23rd - oatmeal

Winter Outreach
As we head into the winter season, please consider
helping out with our Winter Outreach Shelter. We
open on Wednesday nights from December until
March when it is 20 degrees or below or 25 degrees
with precipitation. We need volunteers to staff the
shelter. We have 2-hour shifts. Please give Dena
Roper your contact information so we can contact
you when we activate. We need help cooking meals.
We are doing meals a little differently this year so
we will need some help. We also need supplies,
such as individually wrapped snacks, small toiletries,
drinks. If you are interested in helping, please contact Dena Roper or Donna Cook! Let’s help keep
our unhoused neighbors make it through the winter.

The Touchy Topics Book and Discussion Group will
not meet in January. The next meeting will be
Wednesday, February 5, at Hartford Coffee Company, when we will discuss Lenny Duncan’s “Dear
Church: A Love Letter from a Black Preacher to the
Whitest Denomination in the US.” All are welcome
to join!

Book club will meet at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, January 14, at the Barrow Residence to watch the movie,
"A Dog's Way Back Home." Please bring your own
dinner and join us. We are always looking for new
members!

A Presbytery-Wide Book Study
At our fall Presbytery Gathering the Presbytery voted
to become participants in the Matthew 25 initiative,
which focuses on building church vibrancy, dismantling racism, and fighting poverty. As a step in that
work, the Presbytery is asking that we join in a Presbytery Wide Book Study on Dear White Christians:
For Those Still Longing for Racial Reconciliation by
Jennifer Harvey. Dr. Harvey, a professor of Religion
at Drake University in Iowa, will be leading a workshop at the February 6th Presbytery Gathering. Now
is the time to get your copy of the book and start
reading! The Presbytery will reimburse you for 50%
of the cost of the book if you submit your receipt to
Pastor Erin.
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ARTS AND CRAFT CLUB
Please join us for Craft Night on Friday, January 10,
at 6:30 p.m. in the Theleos Classroom, for a fun
night of crafting, visiting and snacking. January will
be a “bring your own project night.” Please bring a
snack to share! Please let Dena Roper know if you
have any questions.
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Synod, $4,600 to Giddings-Lovejoy, and $5,000 to
UKirk St. Louis.
Session approved giving a $100 Christmas bonus to
the person who cleans our building.

Under the Oak Tree

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
The following actions were reported or approved by
Session in their December 11, 2019 Stated Scheduled Meeting:
Average Worship attendance in November was 77.

Thank you for your amazing generosity!! We are
very blessed to have your support & kindness!!
UCity Social Workers
Christine, Stacey, Allegra, & Christine

Membership November 30, 2019 is 102.
Financial Reports for November
Year-to-Date 2019
November
2019 Total
Income
Budgeted $15,537.00
$168,694.00
Actual
$16,008.34
$205,482.17*
Expenses
Budgeted $15,383.00
$169,212.00
Actual
$11,786.53
$162,905.78
* Includes Wamser Trust Fund earnings.
Session approved the examination of the newly
elected elders Matt Hanify, Stephanie Hoegger,
Sandy Kay, and Avery Smith and set the date of January 5 for their installation and/or ordination.
Session approved the final budget of $230,039
($188,487 for the church and $41,552 for the AMEN
House), as presented, for 2020.
Session approved receiving the Pentecost Offering.
(This will make Oak Hill a Four for Four congregation by receiving all four Special Offerings of the
PC(USA.) 40% of this offering will be retained by
Oak Hill for youth programs.
Session approved that we request that our $12,000
pledge to General Missions for 2020 be divided with
$1,800 going to the General Assembly, $600 to the

I got the Christmas card from the church. I just
wanted to say thank you.
Andre Jordan
(Given Christmas Bonus for cleaning the church.)

LECTIONARY FOR JANUARY
Sunday,
Jer. 31:7-14;
January 5
Psalm 147:12-20;
Eph. 1:3-14; John 1:(1-9)
10-18
Monday,
Isaiah 60:1-6;
January 6
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14;
Epiphany of the
Eph. 3:1-12;
Lord
Matt. 2:1-12
Sunday,
Isaiah 42:1-9; Psalm 29;
January 12
Acts 10:34-43;
Matt. 3:13-17
Sunday,
Isaiah 49:1-7;
January 19
Psalm 40:1-11;
1 Cor. 1:1-9;
John 1:29-42
Sunday,
Isaiah 9:1-4;
January 26
Psalm 27:1, 4-9;
1 Cor. 1:10-18;
Matt. 4:12-23
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Educational Opportunities
Compassion, Peace, and Justice Training Day
and Ecumenical Advocacy Days – April 24-27
On April 24, 2020, join together with Presbyterians
from across the nation in Washington, D.C. to learn
how Presbyterians and partners are working for the
restoration of God’s creation and people. Through
plenaries, workshops, and networking opportunities,
this CPJ Training Day offers the chance to explore
the various ways we are addressing climate change,
ecological destruction and environmental racism.
Many will continue the learning by attending the
Ecumenical Advocacy Days: Imagine! God’s Earth
and People Restored from Friday evening on April
24 through Lobby Day on Monday the 27th. Almost
1,000 Christian advocates join us every year for a
weekend of workshops, lectures and concrete actions
addressing movements for social change.
For more information, please talk with Pastor Erin,
or visit the Office of Public Witness website at:
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/com
passion-peace-justice/washington/.
NEXT Church National Gathering: March 2-4
Hey lay leaders, elders, and active members! Please
join us in Cincinnati for our National Gathering,
March 2-4. We’ve got programming and events specifically for you, including an awesome welcome
happy hour! And you get a discount on registration!
NEXT Church is a network of leaders — church
members, ruling elders, youth leaders, educators,
pastors, seminarians and professors — across the
Presbyterian Church (USA) who believe the church
of the future will be more relational, more diverse,
more collaborative, more hopeful and more agile.
We provide hopeful space for robust conversations
about the theology, culture, and the practice of ministry, support strong, faithful leadership in a time of
adaptive change, and encourage collaboration and
creativity across congregations and geographies.
Each year we connect at a National Gathering, including workshops, keynotes, worship, and relationship building. More information and registration materials can be found here:
https://nextchurch.net/gathering/2020-nationalgathering/.
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Scenes from Oak Hill
Hanging of the Greens
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Hanging of the Greens (cont’d)

Presbyterian Women
Circle 3 Christmas Luncheon

Children’s Christmas Program
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Winter Outreach

8
8

Oak Hill News
Oak Hill Presbyterian Church
4111 Connecticut Street
St. Louis, Missouri 63116-3926 (314) 664-5525
www.oakhillpcusa.org
office@oakhillpcusa.org
We are a welcoming congregation where visitors are
always expected!
Choir Rehearsal – 9:00 a.m.
Christian Education – 9:30 a.m.
Service of Worship – 10:30 a.m.
Nursery Care – 10:30 a.m.
The ministers of Oak Hill Church are its members
assisted by:
Rev. Erin Counihan
Pastor
Rev. Dr. Alan Meyers
Rev. Jillian Embrey
Parish Associates
Ms. Susan Brown
Minister of Music
Ms. Annie Girresch
Director AMEN St. Louis
Ms. Lisa Schoonover
Student Pastor
Ms. Carole Adams
Secretary
Articles for publication
in the
Oak Hill News
need to be
submitted in writing
to the church office by the
3rd Monday of each
month.

