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With Jesus as our guide and community as our goal, we worship, love, serve and grow
I have no idea what they are going
to say.
Our kids. Our Oak Hill kids. Our
smart, hilarious, loving, caring,
creative, wonderful Oak Hill kids. I
have no idea what they’re going to say.
This fall, I started asking them what they know
about the Christmas story, what their favorite
Christmas songs are, and what they love about celebrating Christmas at church. Our Sunday School
teachers have been helping to collect their stories
and songs, and we’re compiling all of this to create
an online Advent Devotional for the congregation.
You may have noticed that we’ve had a lot of youth
participation in worship, some youth liturgists, and
often youth at the communion table, both learning
and leading our congregation in these sacred moments. This is not by accident.
The Worship & Christian Education Committee believes strongly in the leadership of our youth. So,
this Advent, they will lead us to Christmas. With
their thoughts, their joy, their excitement, and their
faith. We invite you to follow along. Beginning
Sunday, December 1, we’ll post a short video each
day to our website and Facebook page. We have no
idea what they are going to say. But we absolutely
encourage you to listen, laugh, and follow their
lead.
With joy and hope and love,

Advent and Christmas at Oak Hill
Advent 1

Sunday,
December 1

Advent 2

Sunday,
December 8
Sunday,
December 15

Advent 3

Blue
Christmas
Advent 4

Christmas
Eve

Thursday,
December 19
6:30 p.m.
Sunday,
December 22

Tuesday,
December 24
6:30 p.m.
First Sunday
Sunday,
of Christmas December 29
Epiphany
Sunday,
January 5

Hanging of the
Greens and
Communion
Christmas Cantata
Children’s Christmas
Program
and PW Cookie Sale
Service of
Lament & Healing
Caroling in the
Neighborhood at
2 p.m.
Service of Lessons
and Carols
(Now we sing all the
Christmas Carols.)
(Yes, we’ll celebrate
a day early.)
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FELLOWSHIP LUNCHEON
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story of Jesus' birth to all of us. Join us for this reminder of why we celebrate Christmas and what
Christ means for our lives.
Poinsettias

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 1
On December 1 the Stewardship and Property
Committee will host the Sunday Fellowship Luncheon. It will be a true potluck, except their committee
will furnish the dessert. Everyone is encouraged to
come and bring their favorite dish as we begin the
Advent season at Oak Hill.
WORSHIP AND CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
COMMITTEE
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel: Reflections on
Four Seasonal Hymns
Our Adult Sunday School Class will spend Advent
reflecting on some of the great hymns of our tradition. Join Pastor Erin for this four-session course
which takes a look at the meaning of four popular
Advent and Christmas hymns: "Come, Thou LongExpected Jesus;" "Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence;" "O Come, O Come, Emmanuel;" and "In the
Bleak Midwinter." This class is open to all and
meets on Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. in the
Theleos Room downstairs.
Christmas Cantata
As we celebrate Advent and Christmas we have
many meaningful traditions−sights,
sounds, and smells of the season. In
the midst of it all we have the central
message that transpires all others−"Emmanuel−God With Us."
Join us for worship on Sunday, December 8, as we
celebrate this, the greatest of all Christmas gifts.
Our cantata by Lloyd Larson blends historic carols
with newer compositions along with the scriptures to
welcome the Christ Child into our hearts and lives.
Children’s Christmas Program
On Sunday, December 15, the youth and children of
Oak Hill will present "Christmas is Jesus," a musical by Rhonda Frazier and Luke Gambill. It is a celebration of carols, scripture, and poetry bringing the

As in past years, we will once again
decorate the church with poinsettias on
December 22 and 24 (Christmas Eve).
Whether you choose to honor the
memory of a loved one, honor a living
loved one, or simply order one for your own personal enjoyment, this is truly a festive and lovely way to
enjoy the season. Ordering forms for the poinsettias
are located in the back of the sanctuary or you may
call the church office and place your order. The
poinsettias are $18.00 each. Orders should be placed
by Thursday, December 6. Plants may be taken
home following worship on Christmas Eve.
Blue Christmas
On Thursday, December 19, at 6:30 p.m. we will
have a special service of lament and healing that we
call Blue Christmas. Amid the holly, jolly, hustle,
bustle of the busy season, this is a quiet, slow, contemplative service that gives space for those who
might be grieving, mourning, or feeling sad. This
service is designed for singing and listening, for
breathing and feeling. All are invited to Blue
Christmas worship.
Christmas Eve
We will welcome Emmanuel in
worship with a service of Lessons and Carols on Tuesday,
December 24, at 6:30 p.m.
With special music and candlelight, we’ll share the story of
God’s birth, mixed in with our
own experiences of God’s love
in the world.
After worship, you’re invited to stay for a fun, festive, and slightly fancy (for us, at least) reception.
We’ll provide the sparkling punch, and we hope you
can bring an appetizer to share.
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EVANGELISM AND MEMBERSHIP
COMMITTEE
Plan to join us for Neighborhood Christmas Caroling
for the St. Louis Christmas Carol Association on
Sunday, December 22,
from 2:00 to 3:30 p.m. Hats and costumes are encouraged. Experience or
actual singing ability not required.
Interested in Membership?
If you have been visiting Oak Hill, checking us out
and getting to know us, or digging in and really becoming part of the community, you might be considering what membership is all about. Pastor Erin
would love to talk with you about what it means to
join the church. If you have questions, or if you’re
ready to learn more, please email Pastor Erin at
erin.counihan@oakhillpcusa.org.

STEWARDSHIP AND PROPERTY
COMMITTEE

2019 Christmas Joy Offering
The Perfect Gift
Gifts are wonderful things. Giving them and receiving them, large or small, gifts can bring a smile, or
even a tear of happiness. And the perfect gift for
someone you love–well the perfect gift is more than
just something they will like. The perfect gift reflects something about the person that receives it–it
answers a deep need or recognizes something about
them that perhaps very few people know or see in
them. The perfect gift–that gift has power, the power to bring you closer together.
One of the most powerful things that Christians
claim is that God saw the great needs of the world
and offered a perfect gift, a gift that brought God and
humanity closer together. God’s perfect gift to us,
Jesus Christ, offered the power of being with us.
According to Matthew’s Gospel, one of the names
given to Jesus is Emmanuel, which means “God is
with us.” In Jesus, God shared our human experience, and chose to be with those who were often
overlooked, left out, vulnerable, or in need. “God is
with us” we proclaim. What a powerful gift, a perfect gift, the gift of “with.”
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We offer our own gifts during this Advent Season
through the Christmas Joy Offering. We give these
gifts because God shows us how powerful it is to “be
with.” Because God is with us, we see the potential
of students of color who will become our leaders and
we seek to come alongside them, to encourage them
to be with them. Because God is with us, we see
church workers who have critical financial needs and
we come alongside them, to assist them–we are with
them. The power of “with” is the power God shows
us in Jesus Christ, God’s perfect gift: Emmanuel,
God is with us. Let us share our gifts and be with
those who have need.
The Christmas Joy Offering will be received during
worship on Sunday, December 22. Offering envelopes will be included in a Sunday bulletin and will
be also be available in the back of the sanctuary.
You may also place your offering in your regular envelope and mark your payment “Christmas Joy Offering.” If you wish you may send a check to the
church marked “Christmas Joy Offering.” Thank
you for your support of this vital offering.

PER CAPITA APPORTIONMENT FOR 2019 –
Per Capita is the donation we make to support Presbyterian ministry at the denominational, synod, and
presbytery level. This contribution supports staff
salaries, denominational programs, Bible studies and
curriculums, and so many important programs. Our
congregation commits to supporting this ministry,
and we encourage all members to make a special donation to help cover this commitment. A voluntary
contribution of $32.00 from each member will help
cover the Per Capita commitment Oak Hill has made
for 2020. If possible, payments should be made before the end of the year and identified “For Per Capita Apportionment.” Donations made be placed in
your regular envelope, a pew envelope, or in an envelope designated “Per Capita 2020” which are located in the back of the sanctuary.
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MISSION COMMITTEE
FOOSBALL
Join us for Foosball! We meet the first Tuesday
of the month, so on December 3 from 6:30 until
8:30 p.m. It's a fun night of community with our
neighbors. Please join us for pizza, snacks and fun!
Please contact Dena Roper with any questions.
OPEN GYM NIGHT
Open gym night is on the third Friday of every
month. This month it is December 20 from 6:308:30 p.m. Join us for some fun basketball, games,
puzzles and snacks! There will be pizza! Please
contact Dena Roper with any questions.

Winter Outreach
As we head into the winter season, please consider
helping out with our Winter Outreach shelter. We
open on Wednesday nights when it is 20 degrees and
below or 25 degrees with precipitation from December until March. We will need volunteers to staff the
shelter. We have two hour shifts. Please give Dena
Roper your contact information so we can contact
you when we activate. We need help cooking meals.
We are doing meals a little differently this year so
we need some help. We also need supplies, such as
individually wrapped snacks, small toiletries, drinks.
If you are interested in helping, please contact Dena
Roper or Donna Cook! Let’s help our unhoused
neighbors make it through the winter.

December 2019
1st - canned spinach or greens and grocery bags
8th - sardines
15th - macaroni and cheese
22nd - peanut butter
29th - chili
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January 2020
5th - your favorite BEEF soup and grocery bags
12th - cooking oil
19th - body lotion
26th - sugar (1 or 2 lb. packages)
We are also interested in your empty egg cartons.
Bring them in with your weekly donations.
Please know that you are welcome to bring any
canned, plastic container, or boxed/bagged food
item. Grab something from your shelf or grab a sale
item when you shop. Cleaning products, infant care,
personal care, hygiene items are always needed. The
need is great and your donation makes a difference!
We’re still collecting for Isaiah 58 Ministries’
Christmas store. Sunday, December 8, is the last
Sunday to bring items to church to be in time for the
Holiday Event. As you shop for friends and loved
ones, please remember those in our community who
are less fortunate. Providing this service allows participants to purchase gifts for their family without
worrying about cost. Those who cannot afford the
gifts receive vouchers so they too can get items for
their children. All money collected goes directly into programming for the ministry. We would appreciate your help to make this a joyful holiday season.
Gift Suggestions for Christmas Sale

If you are interested in helping on Friday nights,
St. John’s on Arsenal is also looking for volunteers.
Let Dena know and we will get you connected with
their coordinators.

It’s December at Isaiah 58 Ministries
Everyone has been crazy busy with the Thanksgiving
meal.

Toys
 Balls—Basketballs, Footballs, Soccer Balls,
Baseballs, Nerf Balls
 Dolls—Ethnically Diverse Baby Dolls, Barbie
Dolls etc.
 Action Figures—(Wonder Woman, Superman,
Moana, Batman, etc.)
 Ethnically Diverse Children’s Books, Board
Games, Strategy Games
 Craft Kits for Children, Art Kits or Science Kits,
Educational Toys
 Hot Wheels and other Cars and Trucks, Kitchen
Sets (plastic food, dishes, etc.)

OAK HILL NEWS – DECEMBER 2019
MISSION COMMITTEE (cont’d)



K’nex, Legos, Nerf Toys
Infant – Preschool Fischer Price toys

Clothing – Children and Adults  Pajamas, Pullover Hoodies, Sweaters
 Winter Coats, Hats, Gloves, Mittens, Socks, Underwear , Accessories
Household items:
 Pillows, Blankets, Comforters, Sheet Sets,
Candles, Dish Towels, Crock Pots, and
other small appliances
Health and Beauty Items: Body Wash and/or Gift
Sets, Manicure Sets
Please place your donations in the box labeled I58
Christmas in the Large Assembly Room. Please
bring your donations before December 8. Contact
Donna Cook for more information.
Thanks to everyone for your ongoing support.
AMEN HOUSE
In November, AMEN St. Louis hosted a group of
St. Louis University students for a day of prayer and
reflection on structural racism in St. Louis. This
group of young women gathered to visit the Dred
Scott exhibit at the Old Court House, the graves of
Catholic priest slave owners who founded St. Louis
University at Calvary Cemetery, and the Medium
Security Institution, AKA "The Workhouse*." As
we visited these sites and reflected, the students
made connections between the history of slavery in
St. Louis and the present day injustices of mass incarceration. To finish the day, we gathered right on
the Delmar Divide at Westminster Presbyterian
Church to talk with activist Charlie Gentry, an MCU
leader of the Unlock the Vote Campaign. This campaign is fighting to return voting rights to 60,000
Missourians who are on probation and parole. [Follow
the
campaign
on
Facebook
at @UnlockTheVoteMO.] As we closed the day in
reflection and prayer, the students wrestled with
questions they have about how to overcome their
overwhelm and take action for change. It was a rich
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day for everyone involved! As AMEN St. Louis
grows and expands its offerings to youth and young
adults, we are excited to offer more of these "social
justice retreats" to help people of faith dive deeper in
understanding the issues and their calling.

*Side note: If you haven't heard of the Workhouse, it
is a St. Louis city jail that has a long list of documented human rights abuses and deplorable living
conditions. The jail unconstitutionally holds poor
folks, predominantly black, who are unable to pay
bail - effectively making it a debtors' prison.
St. Louis City spends $16 million a year on the
Workhouse. Clergy and activists are calling for the
institution to be closed and for the funds to be diverted into programs that build up the community.
You can learn more by talking to Pastor Erin or visiting closetheworkhouse.org.
As we look to the New Year, we are filling spaces
for winter break, spring break, and summer retreats.
January 5-11 we will host Xavier University alternative break students.
If you are looking for a way to support AMEN
St. Louis in the off-season, you can always help us
off-set our costs by donating toilet paper, paper towels, and Lysol wipes to the "House Supplies" stash!
Any donations can be left in the Upper Room or in
the AMEN laundry room with a note on them that
says "AMEN House Donation."
Last but not least, AMEN St. Louis has posted the
listing for Summer Site Manager(s). We will hire
two Summer Site Managers for Summer 2020 starting after Memorial Day through mid-August, $15 an
hour/30 hours per week. If you know someone with
a ton of energy who is looking for a summer internship, encourage them to send their resume and cover
letter to amenstlouis@gmail.com! A full job description can be found at amenstlouis.org/summer2020-site-manager.
Thank you as always for your continued support!
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
Love to make holiday cookies and
goodies, but don’t want to be
tempted to eat them? Need holiday cookies, but don’t have the
time to make them? Presbyterian
Women have the answer to both problems – our annual Christmas Cookie Sale on Sunday,
December 15. Homemade cookies and other goodies will be $6 a pound.
Donations are always appreciated! You don’t have
to be active in Presbyterian Women to donate something to the sale. If you make holiday breads, please
price them for us. Donations should be brought to
church by 10:15 a.m. on Sunday, December 15, and
delivered to the Presbyterian Women's table in the
Large Assembly Room. The sale will begin after the
worship service.

Circle 3 will meet on Thursday, December 5, for its
annual Christmas luncheon. Please plan to come at
11 a.m. If you have forgotten what you volunteered
to bring, please check with Jan Stanford (638-0195).
Bring your ideas for possible projects in 2020!

BOOK CLUBS
The Touchy Topics Book and Discussion Group has
made a change this month! On Wednesday, December 4th we will be attending a screening of “True
Justice: Bryan Stevenson’s Fight for Equality” at 6
p.m. at the SLU Center for Global Citizenship
(3672 West Pine). This HBO documentary chronicles the career of Bryan Stevenson, the founder and
executive director of the Equal Justice Initiative and
the author of the book this group read recently, Just
Mercy.
We will put off our discussion of Lenny Duncan’s
“Dear Church: A Love Letter from a Black Preacher
to the Whitest Denomination in the US” to January
2020.
All are welcome to join!

6
6
Book club will meet at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, December 10, at the Barrow Residence, to pick our
books for 2020. Please bring your own dinner and
join us. We are always looking for new members!

ARTS AND CRAFT CLUB
Craft Night
Please join us for Craft Night Friday, December 13,
at 6:30 p.m. in the Theleos Classroom, for a fun
evening of crafting! It will be a Christmas ornament
extravaganza! Feel free to bring your own ornaments to make or there will be supplies and directions for a few ornaments available. This is aimed at
individuals who can follow the direction sheets, not
as a class. If anyone wants to make a couple extra
ornaments, we could donation them to Presbyterian
Women for their Christmas Cookie Sale. Please
bring a snack to share! Please let Dena Roper know
if you have any questions.

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
The following actions were reported or approved by
Session in their November 13, 2019 Stated Scheduled Meeting:
Average Worship attendance in October was 64.
Membership October 31, 2019 is 107.
Financial Reports for October
Year-to-Date 2019
October
2019 Total
Income
Budgeted $15,537.00
$153,157.00
Actual
$28,101.99
$189,460.33*
Expenses
Budgeted $15,383.00
$153,827.00
Actual
$13,929.17
$151,097.71
* Includes Wamser Trust Fund earnings.
Session approved Pastor Erin formalizing a relationship with the Rev. Jillian Embrey to serve as a Parish
Associate at Oak Hill.
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
Session approved the removal of Craig, Christy,
Emma, and Clara Andrews, and Marjorie Ramirez as
active members of Oak Hill.
Elders reported that at the November 9 Presbytery
gathering, we received a certificate recognizing our
work in Hunger Action and a check for $250 to be
shared with our Hunger Minister Partner: Isaiah 58
Ministries.

LECTIONARY FOR DECEMBER
Sunday,
Isaiah 2:1-5; Psalm 122;
December 1
Rom. 13:11-14;
Matt 24:36-44
Sunday,
Isaiah 11:1-10;
December 8
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19;
Rom. 15:4-13;
Matt. 3:1-22
Sunday,
Isaiah 35:1-10;
December 15
Psalm 146:5-10 or
Luke 1:46b-55; James
5:7-10; Matt. 11:2-11
Sunday,
Isaiah 7:10-16;
December 22
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19;
Rom. 1:1-7; Matt. 1:18-25
Tuesday
Isaiah 9:2-7; Psalm 96;
December 24
Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1Christmas Eve
14 (15-20)
Wednesday,
Dawn: Isaiah 62:6-12;
December 25
Psalm 97; Titus 3;4-7;
Nativity of the
Luke 2;(1-7) 8-20
Lord/Christmas
Day: Isaiah 52:7-20;
Day
Psalm 98; Heb. 1:1-4 (512); John 1:1-4
Sunday,
Isaiah 63:7-9; Psalm 148;
December 29
Heb. 2:10-18;
Matt. 2:13-23
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Scenes from Oak Hill
Worship
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Visit to the Zoo
After worship on Sunday, November 17, the Evangelism and Membership Committee hosted a trip to
the St. Louis Zoo for fun and fellowship!
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Oak Hill News
Oak Hill Presbyterian Church
4111 Connecticut Street
St. Louis, Missouri 63116-3926 (314) 664-5525
www.oakhillpcusa.org
office@oakhillpcusa.org
We are a welcoming congregation where visitors are
always expected!
Choir Rehearsal – 9:00 a.m.
Christian Education – 9:30 a.m.
Service of Worship – 10:30 a.m.
Nursery Care – 10:30 a.m.

Won’t You Be My Neighbor?
On Saturday, November 16, the Tower Grove South
Neighborhood Association hosted a Mr. Rogersthemed Trivia Night at Oak Hill, and our own
Wendy Barrow even won the costume contest!

The ministers of Oak Hill Church are its members
assisted by:
Rev. Erin Counihan
Pastor
Rev. Dr. Alan Meyers
Rev. Jillian Embrey
Parish Associates
Ms. Susan Brown
Minister of Music
Ms. Annie Girresch
Director AMEN St. Louis
Ms. Lisa Schoonover
Student Pastor
Ms. Carole Adams
Secretary
Articles for publication
in the
Oak Hill News
need to be
submitted in writing
to the church office by the
3rd Monday of each
month.

