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With Jesus as our guide and community as our goal, we worship, love, serve and grow

With the flicker of a pumpkin candle blowing out in the breeze, October has come and gone and already, friends, it is
November, with holidays rushing down upon us,
and a stewardship campaign kicking-off, with stuffing to prepare and things to wrap, decorations are
shifting and calendars are filling and obligations are
overwhelming, and this season can quickly consume
us.

Maybe give Wednesday Bible study class or Sunday
School a try. Or join along in our online Advent
Devotional (coming to a screen near you, December
2019).

So, before you read about all the happenings, all the
activities, all the opportunities, take a breath. Say a
quick prayer. Center yourself within God’s love and
God’s story.

Perhaps at home or on your own is best for your
concentration, or maybe the accountability and energy of the group inspires you, whatever it is that
you know works for you, or maybe it is time to try
something new-

Then make the appointments and join the festivities,
plan the engagements and scout out the best snack
situations.
But let us try to make space for God this late fall
season. Let us try to deepen our faithfulness. Carve
out (see, still Halloween on the brain) time for
study, reflection, and wondering.
It can be as easy as coming to worship- there will be
special services to attend, with All Saints Sunday in
November, and Blue Christmas in December.
It can be spending a little time with the lectionary
scripture texts (did you know that Carole puts them
in the back of the newsletter EVERY MONTH!?).

Attend a fellowship dinner, stop in on one of our
book clubs, kick the foosball around with some
neighborhood kids, serve with the PW Circle, or
come and craft with Ruby the Dog.

This holiday season (and I say that already because I
was in Target on Halloween day when the staff were
ALREADY turning the whole store over to Christmas explosion extravaganza), let’s commit to making time and space and energy and love for God.
And let’s see what God can do with that.

With joy and hope and love,
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FELLOWSHIP LUNCHEON
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We’re Going to the Zoo!!

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 3
This month’s Fellowship Luncheon will be on November 3, hosted by the Mission Committee. We
will have homemade chili made by Brian Beckmann
in honor of Veterans Day. Please consider bringing
toppings, sides, or dessert as potluck. Please contact
Dena Roper with any questions.

Please join us on Sunday, November 17, after church on
a visit to the St. Louis Zoo.. We plan to leave church
around 12:30 p.m., caravan to the zoo, leave zoo about
3:00 p.m., or as interest allows.

WORSHIP AND CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
COMMITTEE

FOOSBALL
Join us for Foosball! We meet the first Tuesday
of the month, so on November 5 from 6:30 until
8:30 p.m. It's a fun night of community with our
neighbors. Please join us for pizza, snacks and fun!
Please contact Dena Roper with any questions.

We will celebrate All Saints Day in worship on
Sunday, November 3.
In early Christian tradition, saints’ days began as a
way to mark the anniversary of a martyr’s death —
his or her “birthday” as a saint. By the middle of the
church’s first millennium, there were so many martyrs (particularly due to the persecution of Diocletian) that it was hard to give them all their due. All
Saints’ Day was established as an opportunity to
honor all the saints, known and unknown.
All Saints’ Day has a rather different focus in the
Reformed tradition. While we may give thanks for
the lives of particular luminaries of ages past, the
emphasis is on the ongoing sanctification of the
whole people of God. Rather than putting saints on
pedestals as holy people set apart in glory, we give
glory to God for the ordinary, holy lives of the believers in this and every age. This is an appropriate
time to give thanks to members of the community of
faith who have died in the past year. We also pray
that we may be counted among the company of the
faithful in God’s eternal realm.
Excerpt from:

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/
worship/christianyear/all-saints-day/

MISSION COMMITTEE

OPEN GYM NIGHT
Open gym night is on the third Friday of every
month. This month it is November 15 from 6:308:30 p.m. Join us for some fun basketball, games,
puzzles and snacks! There will be pizza! Please
contact Dena Roper with any questions.
THANKS!
A Big Thank You! to everyone who pitched in and
helped out this month while Donna and I were involved in other things! It is really appreciated!
(And you’re welcome to join us anytime!)
Dena Roper
JEANS FOR TEENS
We will be collecting funds for our Jeans for Teens
winter projects for the University City Schools this
November. We collect the funds, then Oak Hill
member and UCity School Social Worker Christine
Woodward uses those funds to purchase gift cards
for the students at her school and gives them as part
of a holiday gift. If you would like to contribute,
please make payments to Oak Hill and note on the
payment that it is for Jeans for Teens. You can drop
your Jeans for Teens donation in the regular Sunday
offering, as long as you note JEANS FOR TEENS
on it! Thanks!
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MISSION COMMITTEE
WHAT! It’s November at Isaiah 58 Ministries.
Help support our neighborhood food pantry.
SPECIAL REQUEST! The pantry has an immediate
need for peanut butter and we’ve been asked to provide 200 boxes of boxed potato mix, au gratin and/or
etc. for Thanksgiving meals. (The needs often are
identified after the two-month list is published.) We
hope you can help us out in any way you can! There
are so many requests at the holiday season.
Special thanks to Eva Bischoff for her help at Fresh
Food Monday’s. Ask her for details about this volunteer opportunity! Continued thanks to Wendy
Barrow and Miss Ruby for delivering our monthly
donations.
November 2019
3rd - Your favorite Hot Chocolate Mix or Tea and
grocery bags
10th - Beef Stew
17th - Pancake Mix or Syrup
24th - SOS Pads or sponges
December 2019
1st - canned spinach or greens and grocery bags
8th - sardines
15th - macaroni and cheese
22nd - peanut butter
29th – chili
Please know that you are welcome to bring any
canned, plastic container, or boxed/bagged food
item. Grab something from your shelf or grab a sale
item when you shop. Cleaning products, infant care,
personal care, hygiene items are always needed. The
need is great and your donation makes a difference!
Direct any questions or concerns to Donna Cook.
Thank you for your continued support.

This year I58 will once again be hosting a gift sale
for our patrons on December 10th, 11th and 12th.
Donations of new and “like new” toys and gifts are
greatly needed in order to make this event a suc-
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cess. These donated gifts will then be offered at
greatly reduced prices at a Christmas Sale for our
patrons.
Providing this service allows participants to purchase gifts for their family without worrying about
cost. Those who cannot afford the gifts receive
vouchers so they too can get items for their children.
All money collected goes directly into programming
for the ministry.
As you shop for friends and loved ones, please remember those in our community who are less fortunate. We would appreciate your help to make this a
joyful holiday season.

Gift Suggestions for Christmas Sale
Toys
 Balls—Basketballs, Footballs, Soccer Balls,
Baseballs, Nerf Balls Dolls—Ethnically Diverse
Baby Dolls, Barbie Dolls etc.
 Action Figures—(Wonder Woman, Superman,
Moana, Batman, etc.)
 Ethnically Diverse Children’s Books, Board
Games, Strategy Games
 Craft Kits for Children, Art Kits or Science Kits,
Educational Toys
 Hot Wheels and other Cars and Trucks, Kitchen
Sets (plastic food, dishes, etc.)
 K’nex, Legos, Nerf Toys
 Infant – Preschool Fischer Price toys
Clothing – Children and Adults  Pajamas, Pullover Hoodies, Sweaters
 Winter Coats, Hats, Gloves, Mittens, Socks, Underwear, Accessories
Household items:
Pillows, Blankets, Comforters, Sheet Sets, Candles,
Dish Towels, Crock Pots, and other small appliances
Health and Beauty Items: Body Wash and/or Gift
Sets, Manicure Sets
Please place your donations in the box labeled I58
Christmas in the Large Assembly Room. You’ll also
find a poster with “pull off” tags with suggested
items. Please bring your donations before December 8. Contact Donna Cook for more information.
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STEWARDSHIP AND PROPERTY
COMMITTEE
There will be a Congregational
Meeting on Sunday, November 10,
following worship, to approve the
Pastor’s Terms of Call for 2020, receive a report from the 2019 Nominating Committee, and to present the 2020 Asking
Budget. Donuts will be served! See you there.
On September 24, Cintas conducted their annual fire
extinguisher inspection at Oak Hill (including the
AMEN House). A total of 18 extinguishers were
inspected. Two 5 lb. dry extinguishers and three
2 lb. dry extinguishers were replaced.
PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
Presbyterian Women are planning to hold their annual
Cookie Sale in December.
Watch for date and further information in the December
newsletter. If you enjoy baking holiday goodies, we
hope that you will plan to share some of them for our
sale. Proceeds go towards mission activities.
All women who are available during the day are invited to attend Circle 3 on Thursday November 7.
You are invited to work on one of the Circle's ongoing mission projects, bring your own project or
just come and join us for fellowship. We begin
meeting at 10, but you are welcome whatever time
works out for you. Bring a sandwich - salad, chips
and dessert are provided. The coffee pot is always
on.

BOOK CLUBS
The Touchy Topics Book and Discussion Group will
be discussing “American Prison” by Shane Bauer
on Wednesday, November 6, at 7:30 p.m. at Hartford
Coffee. All are welcome to join the conversation!
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Book club will meet at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, November 12, at the St. Louis Bread Co., Loughborough Avenue and Interstate 55. We will discuss
"Becoming” by Michelle Obama. Please read the
book and join us. We are always looking for new
members.

ARTS AND CRAFT CLUB
Craft Night
Please join us for Craft Night Friday, November 8, at
6:30 p.m. in the Theleos Classroom, for a fun evening of crafting! It will be a Christmas ornament extravaganza! Feel free to bring your own ornaments
to make or there will be supplies and directions for a
few ornaments available. This is aimed at individuals who can follow the direction sheets, not as a
class. We plan on doing this in both November and
December! Please bring a snack to share! Please let
Dena know if you have any questions.

SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE

Scholarship Fund
Scholarship Application Packets for the spring semester of 2020 from the Oak Hill Scholarship Fund
will be available in the church office beginning
November 1. The purpose of this fund is to assist
members of the Oak Hill family in their pursuit of
higher education. Individuals eligible are students
pursuing an under-graduate college degree or a postsecondary degree at any state-licensed educational
facility. Graduate students are not eligible for this
scholarship. Applications must be submitted by December 1 to be considered for scholarship. Those
interested in applying for full-year scholarships
should wait and apply to our March scholarship offering of grants.
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
The following actions were reported or approved by
Session in their October 9, 2019 Stated Scheduled
Meeting:
Average Worship attendance in September was 66.
Membership September 30, 2019 is 107.
Financial Reports for September
Year-to-Date 2019
September
2019 Total
Income
Budgeted $15,537.00
$137,850.00
Actual
$28,968.99
$161,358.34*
Expenses
Budgeted $15,383.00
$137,891.00
Actual
$12,659.33
$137,564.25
* Includes Wamser Trust Fund earnings.
Session voted to pay the Rev. Kathleen Henrion, a
web designer, $30 an hour for up to 10 hours to help
repair or redesign the church’s website and to teach
Pastor Erin how to maintain it.

LECTIONARY FOR NOVEMBER
Sunday,
November 3

Sunday,
November 10

Sunday,
November 17
Sunday,
November 24

Hab. 1:1-4; 2:1-4;
Psalm 119:137-144;
2 Thess. 1:1-4, 11-12;
Luke 19;1-10
Hag. 1:15b-2:9;
Psalm 145:1-5, 17-21 or
Psalm 98; 2 Thess. 2:1-5,
13-17; Luke 20:27-38
Isaiah 65:17-25; Isaiah 12;
2 Thess. 3:6-13;
Luke 21:5-19
Jer. 23:1-6; Luke 1:68-79;
Col. 1:11-20;
Luke 23:33-43
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Scenes from Oak Hill
Ordination of Rev. Korla Masters at Holy Trinity
Lutheran Church in Minneapolis, MN on
10/27/19.

OAK HILL NEWS – NOVEMBER 2019
Ordination of Rev. Korla Masters (cont’d)

Halloween!

6
6

OAK HILL NEWS – NOVEMBER 2019
Halloween (cont’d)

Trivia Night
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Thank you to all who came out and helped us
raise more than $1,500 for AMEN St. Louis at
our Third Annual Trivia Night. This year’s
theme was “80s Trivia” which meant the
costumes were particularly spectacular. Thank
you for your support.
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Trivia Night (cont’d)

Oak Hill News
Oak Hill Presbyterian Church
4111 Connecticut Street
St. Louis, Missouri 63116-3926 (314) 664-5525
www.oakhillpcusa.org
office@oakhillpcusa.org
We are a welcoming congregation where visitors are
always expected!
Choir Rehearsal – 9:00 a.m.

Christian Education – 9:30 a.m.
Service of Worship – 10:30 a.m.
Nursery Care – 10:30 a.m.
The ministers of Oak Hill Church are its members
assisted by:
Rev. Erin Counihan
Pastor
Rev. Dr. Alan Meyers
Parish Associate
Ms. Susan Brown
Minister of Music
Ms. Annie Girresch
Director AMEN St. Louis
Ms. Carole Adams
Secretary
Articles for publication
in the
Oak Hill News
need to be
submitted in writing
to the church office by the
3rd Monday of each
month.
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