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With Jesus as our guide and community as our goal, we worship, love, serve and grow
“They found a confetti cannon.”
When I noticed a small kerfluffle
in the back of the sanctuary as I
was doing a lap around the building to start locking
up and closing down after Sunday worship and fellowship hour, I heard someone say it-

will find new things, and God is guiding them to the
joy, again and again.
Before I dug into the cleaning up moment, with our
newly discovered and liberated back-up confetti
cannon of Easter joy and good news, I snapped a
quick picture.

“They found a confetti cannon.”
And instantly, I knew. Because I had wanted the
fun and surprise of that Easter confetti Alleluia joy
(Editor’s note for those who were not in worship on
Easter Sunday: Pastor Erin used a confetti cannon
during the children’s sermon, when we re-opened
the box of Alleluias we’d “buried” for Lent) to be
big and bold and wonderful back in April, I had
planned ahead and purchased an extra confetti cannon. I had not remembered, though, that I had
stored it behind the pulpit. And so, of course, eventually, our curious, adventurous, wonderful little
ones dug it up and tested it out.
There was a small confetti disaster that needed
cleaning up. And some tired grown folks who
thought we’d never get up each and every single
tiny not-super-scoop-able piece of tissue paper.
Sure.
But also, there was a reminder that Easter is not just
one Sunday, but always, and joy is still surprising
us, and fun is sometimes messy, and God is still at
work, and these kids are going to lead us, and they

And it’s little Lilly Graber’s outstretched arms that
get me. May we all react to God’s surprising joy,
with that kind of excitement.
Now, I am off to see what other fun, messy stuff the
pastor may or may not have hidden around here….
With joy and love,
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FELLOWSHIP LUNCHEON
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 6
The Evangelism and Membership Committee is
hosting the October 6 fellowship luncheon. They are
asking everyone to bring a dessert, salad, mac and
cheese, or their own favorite soup/chili recipe.

WORSHIP AND CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
COMMITTEE
WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY
On the first Sunday in October we will join churches
and denominations near and far in celebrating World
Communion Sunday.
Initially dreamed up by a Presbyterian pastor in
Pittsburgh, World Communion Sunday became an
ecumenical movement during the second world war.
This is how the PCUSA’s website explains it:
“Celebration of World Wide Communion Sunday was
adopted as a denominational practice in the Presbyterian
Church (US) in 1936. Churches in other denominations
were invited to celebrate with us from the beginning, but it
wasn’t until 1940 when the Department of Evangelism of
the Federal Council of Churches (a predecessor body of
the National Council of Churches) promoted extending the
celebration to a number of churches around the world that
the practice became widespread. Today, World Communion Sunday is celebrated around the world, demonstrating
that the church founded on Jesus Christ peacefully shares
God-given goods in a world increasingly destabilized by
globalization and global market economies based on
greed.”
Join us in worship on Sunday, October 6, to participate in celebrating World Communion Sunday.

HALLOWEEN IS COMING!
Please bring individually wrapped candy to put
in the Halloween treat bags for our neighborhood
children. Collection boxes will be available in the
Large Assembly Room and the church office starting
the first part of October. Please plan to join us after
church on Sunday, October 27, to help bag up treats.
We would love to have you join the fun on Halloween evening starting at 5:30 p.m. on the front steps
of the church.

MISSION COMMITTEE
FOOSBALL
Join us for Foosball! We meet the first Tuesday of
the month, so we will meet on October 1 from 6:30
to 8:30 p.m. It's a fun night of community with our
neighbors. Please join us for pizza, snacks and fun!
Please contact Dena Roper with any questions.
OPEN GYM NIGHT
Open gym night is on the third Friday of every
month. We will need some volunteers for set up and
hanging out on October 18. Join us for some fun
basketball, games, puzzles, and snacks! There will
be pizza! Please contact Dena Roper with any questions.

It’s October at Isaiah 58 Ministries
Isaiah 58 Ministries is holding a fundraiser at
Nadine’s in Soulard to raise funds for our shower
project included in the renovations at Compton
Heights Christian Church. With help from our
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friends and supporters we have proudly reached our
goal of raising the $10,000 that our board of directors committed for the renovation project. Thank
you so much to everyone who contributed to this
fund!
However, there are additional expenses required in
order to provide a warm shower for ANYONE who
needs one. Isaiah 58 Ministries is seeking to raise
funds for the purchase of a washer and dryer, towels
and wash cloths, hygiene products, and other items
for patrons who will be utilizing our shower service.
Our Shower Saint Louis With Love event will take
place on Sunday, October 6, from 1 p.m. to 7 p.m. at
Nadine’s in Soulard. There will be a great entertainment line-up providing music throughout the day
with Cari Lynn and Kristen Goodman, as well as
karaoke to top off the event.
Nadine’s will be offering food and drink specials
throughout the event and Isaiah 58 Ministries will be
holding a silent auction with many incredible items
to bid on, 50/50 raffles, and Jell-O shots to help raise
funds for these additional expenses.
Please join as we strive to provide an inviting
place for our homeless neighbors and those less fortunate to receive a nice clean shower. Check out our
facebook
event
at
https://www.facebook.com/events/24124892390400
83/
Special thanks to Eva Bischoff for her help at
Fresh Food Monday’s. Ask her for details
about this volunteer opportunity! Continued
thanks to Wendy Barrow and Miss Ruby for
delivering our monthly donations.
October 2019
6th - canned spinach or other greens (not green
beans, please) and grocery bags
13th - canned BEEF ravioli
20th - your favorite variety canned cranberry sauce
27th - your favorite variety of boxed stuffing mix
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November 2019
3rd - your favorite hot chocolate mix or tea and grocery bags
10th - beef stew
17th - pancake mix or syrup
24th - SOS Pads or sponges
Please know that you are welcome to bring any
canned, plastic container, or boxed/bagged food
item. Grab something from your shelf or grab a sale
item when you shop. Cleaning products, infant care,
personal care, hygiene items are always needed. The
need is great and your donation makes a difference!
Direct any questions or concerns to Donna Cook.
Thank you for your continued support.

AMEN ST. LOUIS
Planning is in full swing for our AMEN Trivia
Night, Friday, October 25, from 7-10 p.m.!
Tickets are $160/table of 8 or $20/individual. Email
Annie at amenstlouis@gmail.com to reserve your
table now! Please also let Annie or one of the Mission Committee members know if you are able to
volunteer or donate an item to our silent auction!
Lastly, if you haven't seen our new AMEN brochure
yet, make sure to check it out on the tables outside
the sanctuary and the AMEN office door. Feel free
to take one to share with friends and neighbors about
the awesome ministries we have going on!

STEWARDSHIP AND PROPERTY
COMMITTEE
Notice how all of the grass (weeds)
have been removed from the cracks in
the sidewalks around the church?
Credit can be given to Brent Crittenden
and Don Stanford for completing this
task before Rally Day. (Sorry it rained
and the picnic had to be brought inside.) Weeds
were also removed from the parking lot. If anyone is
interested in volunteering to help with some outside
work from time to time, please notify someone on
the Stewardship and Property Committee.
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
All women who are available during the day are invited to attend Circle 3 on Thursday, October 3.
You are invited to work on one of the Circle's ongoing mission projects, bring your own project or
just come and join us for fellowship. We begin
meeting at 10, but you are welcome whatever time
works out for you. Bring a sandwich - salad, chips
and dessert are provided. The coffee pot is always
on.

BOOK CLUBS
The Touchy Topics Book and Discussion Group will
be discussing “White Fragility: Why It’s So Hard for
White People to Talk About Racism,” by Robin DiAngelo on Wednesday, October 2, at 7:30 p.m. at
Hartford Coffee. All are welcome to join the conversation!

The book club will meet at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday,
October 8, at the Barrow residence to watch the
move, “The BlackkKlansman.” Please bring your
dinner and join us!

The following actions were reported or approved by
Session in their September 11, 2019 Stated Scheduled Meeting:
Average Worship attendance in August was 60.
Membership August 31, 2019 is 107.
Financial Reports for August
Year-to-Date 2019
August
2019 Total
Income
Budgeted $15,537.00
$134,526.00
Actual
$12,592.38
$132,387.35*
Expenses
Budgeted $15,383.00
$122,664.00
Actual
$17,985.09
$124,904.92
*Includes Wamser Trust Fund earnings.
Session approved accepting an intern under the
Commissioned Pastor Training Program for six
months beginning in November. This is dependent
upon Pastor Erin’s final approval after meeting with
the intern candidate. There is no cost to Oak Hill.

For our November 12 meeting, we will be discussing
“Becoming” by Michelle Obama. We meet at the
Bread Co. on Loughborough near Interstate 55.

Session approved the use of the building for the following: August 31 – MCU training class for volunteers working on the Medicare expansion, and October 25 – AMEN St. Louis Trivia Night

ARTS AND CRAFT CLUB

Session approved allowing people to bring in alcohol
for their own consumption to the AMEN St. Louis
Trivia Night.

Craft Night
Please join us for Craft Night Friday, October 11, at
6:30 p.m. in the Theleos Classroom, for a fun evening of crafting! It will be a “bring your own project”
evening. Keep an eye out as we will be doing something different in November and December. Please
let Dena Roper know if you have any questions.

SOUTH SIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHES
UNITED
The South Side Presbyterian Churches United will
meet at Oak Hill on Tuesday, October 15, at 7 p.m.
You are invited to come and meet representatives of
the other PCUSA congregations in South St. Louis.
Check with Don or Janet Stanford for more information.
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UKirk– St. Louis
Travel with UKirk - StL from January 1-5, 2019 to
the College Conference in Montreat, NC!
Join students from all over the Presbytery and
1000+ others from around the U.S. to hear amazing
speakers, experience Spirit-filled worship, and play
in the mountains of Montreat.
This year's keynote speaker is Dr. Lauren Winner.
Her books include Girl Meets God, Mudhouse Sabbath, a study of household religious practice in 18thcentury Virginia, A Cheerful and Comfortable
Faith, Still: Notes on a Mid-Faith Crisis, and, most recently, a book on overlooked biblical tropes for
God, Wearing God.
Sign up by October 15 for the best pricing. You
can find the registration form for this year's conference here:
https://www.ukirkstl.org/uploads/5/6/8/7/56879897/
2020_montreat_registration.pdf
For more about the theme and speakers visit Montreat's
College
Conference
events
page
here: https://montreat.org/events/ccm-2020
Please contact Rev. Max at UKirk – St. Louis, if
you have any questions regarding the conference,

The day’s first task
The moment you wake up each morning, all your
wishes and hopes for the day rush at you like wild
animals. And the first job each morning consists of
shoving it all back, in listening to that other voice,
taking that other point of view, letting that other,
larger, stronger, quieter life come flowing in.
—C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity

LECTIONARY FOR OCTOBER
Sunday,
October 6
Sunday,
October 13

Sunday,
October 20

Sunday,
October 27

Lam. 1:1-6; Lam. 3:19-26
or Psalm 137; 2 Tim. 1:114; Luke 17:5-10
Jer. 29:1, 4-7;
Psalm 66:1-12;
2 Tim. 2:8-15;
Luke 17:11-19
Jer. 31:27-34;
Psalm 119:97-104;
2 Tim. 3:14-4:5;
Luke 18:1-8
Joel 2:23-32; Psalm 65;
2 Tim. 4:6-8, 16-18;
Luke 18:9-14

A prayer for peace
St. Francis of Assisi, an Italian Catholic friar, is commemorated on October 4. Though it’s unclear
whether this famous “peace prayer” was his, it reflects his gentle spirit as an ardent Christ-follower:
Lord, make me an instrument of thy peace;
Where there is hatred, let me sow love;
Where there is injury, pardon;
Where there is error, truth;
Where there is doubt, faith;
Where there is despair, hope;
Where there is darkness, light;
And where there is sadness, joy.
O, Divine Master,
Grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as
to console;
To be understood as to understand;
To be loved as to love;
For it is in giving that we receive;
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned;
And it is in dying to ourselves that we are born to
eternal life. Amen.
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Neighborhood Night at Foosball
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Foosball (cont’d)

Oak Hill News
Oak Hill Presbyterian Church
4111 Connecticut Street
St. Louis, Missouri 63116-3926 (314) 664-5525
www.oakhillpcusa.org
office@oakhillpcusa.org
We are a welcoming congregation where visitors are
always expected!
Choir Rehearsal – 9:00 a.m.

Christian Education – 9:30 a.m.
Service of Worship – 10:30 a.m.
Nursery Care – 10:30 a.m.
The ministers of Oak Hill Church are its members
assisted by:
Rev. Erin Counihan
Pastor
Rev. Dr. Alan Meyers
Parish Associate
Ms. Susan Brown
Minister of Music
Ms. Annie Girresch
Director AMEN St. Louis
Ms. Carole Adams
Secretary
Articles for publication
in the
Oak Hill News
need to be
submitted in writing
to the church office by the
3rd Monday of each
month.

