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With Jesus as our guide and community as our goal, we worship, love, serve and grow

I remember the very first time I
read about this church, thinkingthis place is something special. Well, as I shoveled
surprise pie into my face last month I couldn’t stop
thinking−golly, I’m so glad I was right!
Five years ago, we took a risk on each other. This
congregation invited me here, tried to make me like
Imo’s (um, nope), asked me lots of questions,
smiled at my red Pentecost preaching shoes, and
voted yes. On my very first visit, I fell in love with
the park, the neighborhood-y-ness, and the deep and
creative ways you all share love with one another
and beyond.
One of the things that most attracted me to Oak Hill
was your willingness to try new things. Grounded
in tradition, rooted in Presbyterian theology, committed to our structure and call, and still boldly creative, passionately pursuing new ideas, and willing to
take a few risks. And I’m not even sure you all
know you do this. But it is an incredibly unique
feature for a church in this time. I’m trying to say,
Oak Hill is special. This place, these people, this
ministry, it’s something so special.
So, of course, thank you for the pie. But also, thank
you for sharing your ministry with me these past
five years. Thank you for welcoming my family
into this community these past five years. Thank
you for teaching us how to be church together these

past five
years.
Thank you
for taking
risks and
holding
tight.
Thank you
for your
steadfast
care and
your wild
flare.
Thank you
for allowing
me to be
with you,
and together, a part of
what God is doing here in St. Louis, here in Tower
Grove South, and here at Oak Hill.
Now, in the words of President Bartlett*…“what’s
next?”
With faith and love,

* This is a reference from one of my favorite TV shows, The
West Wing.
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FELLOWSHIP LUNCHEON
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EVANGELISM AND MEMBERSHIP
COMMITTEE

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8
To celebrate the beginning of a
new church program year, we will
hold Rally Day this year on Sunday, September 8. During worship, we’ll celebrate our Sunday
School teachers, discuss mission
and Christian education programs for the year, and
share about the stewardship campaign. After worship, we invite everyone to join us outside the
church for a picnic and games. The church will provide hot dogs (all beef) and a drink. We ask the
congregation to bring side dishes and desserts to
share. Games for all will be held. So, plan to join us
that day at 10:30 a.m. for worship, and then immediately after we will have our picnic. Because of all
the fun planned for Rally Day, we will not be having
our first-of-the-month potluck meal on September 1.

Did you know that Sunday, September 22, is when
the Presbyterian Church (USA) “officially” celebrates Evangelism Sunday? No, probably not, because Evangelism isn’t something Presbyterians talk
about a whole lot. Even on the PCUSA website, the
resources for “Evangelism Sunday” are out of date.
So, it’s not something they promote real well.
But “Evangelism Sunday” (like all the other Sundays, and well, any other day, really) is a great opportunity for us to pray for our neighbors and for this
whole community to know the love of God. We can
pray for God’s justice, and peace, and hope to be so
present in our city, that people do take notice. We
can pray that God will fill each of us with the love of
Jesus, and that we might be so full as to reflect that
love everywhere we go, in everything we say, and
everything we do. So, this month, on the 22nd, and
all the time, join in prayer, for our neighbors, for
ourselves, and for God’s story. AMEN!

WORSHIP AND CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
COMMITTEE

MISSION COMMITTEE

The new Sunday School Classes for ALL AGES
will begin on Sunday, September 15. This fall’s
Adult Class will be centered on the theme of Community and Care. Through scripture and guest
speakers we’ll look at how we as a community provide care for one another. Join us on September 15
for our kick off lesson, then on September 22 for a
presentation from guest speaker, the Rev. Amy
Bertschausen, Director of Care and Counseling.
Our Youth Sunday School Class will be working
through the lectionary cycle with Ms. Lisa and
Ms. Sarah, using the Feasting on the Word curriculum. Join us for lessons, crafts, and conversation!

FOOSBALL
Thank you for all of the help with Foosball this
summer! There were lots of youth and lots of fun!
We are now shifting back to Foosball on the first
Tuesday of the month. This month it is on September 3 at 6:30 p.m. It's a fun night of community with
our neighborhood kids. Please join us for pizza,
snacks and fun! Please contact Dena Roper with any
questions.
OPEN GYM NIGHT
Open gym night is on the third Friday of every
month. It will be held September 20 from 6:308:30 p.m. Join us for some fun basketball, games,
puzzles and snacks! There will be pizza! We will
have a sign up in the Large Assembly Room for volunteers. Please contact Dena Roper with any questions.
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MISSION COMMITTEE (cont’d)
What’s Happening at Isaiah 58 Ministries!
So much is happening! We had a successful Back
to School event! Thanks to Christine Marx, Carolyn
Ream, and Lisa Thompson for helping out on the big
day and to everyone at Oak Hill for stuffing the
backpacks.
We’re looking forward to the fall and winter seasons, watch for ways you can help with donations to
the Holiday Store for I58 clients and our Buy-a-Bird
Campaign to supply holiday meals. You can also
attend a new (and fun) fund raising event coming in
October. Speaking of that event, we’re looking for
donations of items to be used in a silent auction.
We could really use some help on Monday at our
Fresh Food Distribution! You don’t need to commit
to every week. Maybe team up with a friend and
commit to once a month. It would be great to have
an Oak Hill Day. Tegan popped in on her last
Monday before heading off to college ❤! (Realistic
job preview: standing while sorting produce and other food items, checking off client shopping lists,
chairs are available for a break or two, engage with
clients about the food, weather and world events.
“Gosh it’s hot! How about those Cardinals!” And
then packing the remains to head to the dumpster,
but first checking to see if that package of strawberries has any tasty ones in it. You wouldn’t need to
lift or carry unless you wanted to.) Time: 9:30 AM
to about Noon. There are perks! Most weeks there
is leftover stuff! After clients have been served you
can rescue items from becoming food waste! There
may be salad blends, and yes, Pastor Erin, sometimes kale! Fancy breads, fruit, occasionally asparagus or deli sandwiches. Usually bananas for a whole
boat load of banana bread and pudding! And last
week I scored some salmon! The food is all donated
through Operation Food Search from places like
Schnucks and Whole Foods. It is all slated for trash
as it has reached its “sell by date.” So you would
need to use it within the week you’ve picked the
items up. See Donna Cook for information. I have
committed to Monday mornings so not everyone will
be a stranger.
One more thing, and then the monthly lists. Bags!
Do you have a stash of plastic grocery bags! We’re
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going to set up a drop off spot in the Large Assembly
Room and have a Sunday each month where the kids
can pick them up during the children’s time. Most
clients bring totes, but it’s nice to have bags to separate meat from the produce, some of the cold items
are “sweating,” and it just makes for a tidier time for
the clients as they shop. So, for those who keep
meaning to take your reusable totes into the store,
but forget and end up with piles of plastic grocery
bags, here’s a great way to put those bags to use.
We use a lot of those bags, and your bringing them
means we don’t have to buy them. (Only on desperate days do we buy them.) We may see up to 160
clients total at the two fresh food days each week.
Each client could potentially need two or three. Another way to help out!
Thank you, all of you, especially Wendy Barrow
and Miss Ruby (her loyal canine companion) for delivering our donations each month.
September 2019
1st - canned fruit and recycled grocery bags
8th - your favorite cereal (yes, Fruit Loops and
Special K will work)
15th – chili (try to get items without pork)
22nd – your favorite spray cleaner
29th - rice or rice mix
October 2019
6th - canned spinach or other greens (not green
beans, please) and grocery bags
13th - canned BEEF ravioli
20th - your favorite variety canned cranberry sauce
27th - your favorite variety of boxed stuffing mix
Please know that you are welcome to bring any
canned, plastic container, or boxed/bagged food
item. Grab something from your shelf or grab a sale
item when you shop. The need is great and your donation makes a difference!
Direct any questions or concerns to Donna Cook.
Thank you for your continued support.
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AMEN ST. LOUIS
AMEN St. Louis
As we head into the off-season for AMEN St. Louis,
we’ll be steadily working on maintaining and growing our program for next year. This will include
networking with local faith groups to bring them to
AMEN for one-day or weekend-long service and social justice retreats. We’re also working on expanding our marketing presence, with a professionallydesigned brochure by Designs for Impact, updates to
our website, and a promotional video.
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to tell us of how they plan to financially support Oak
Hill in 2020. We will ask that the commitment cards
be returned on Pledge Dedication Sunday, November 17. Once received, we can prepare a final budget
for Session’s approval in December.
We sincerely hope that each person will begin to
prayerfully consider how they can support God’s
ministry here at Oak Hill in 2020, not only financially, but also with their time and talents.

Micah 6.8 Camp

“Now may the Lord of peace…
give you peace at all times in all ways”
2 Thessalonians 3:16
Please save the date for our AMEN Trivia Night,
which will be Friday, October 25th! Tickets will be
$25 per person / $160 for a table. Please email Annie
at amenstlouis@gmail.com if you would like to reserve a table, volunteer, or donate an item for our
silent auction!

STEWARDSHIP AND PROPERTY
COMMITTEE

Our committee has already begun its 2019 Stewardship Campaign by handing out budget worksheets to
Session Committees. Upon return of the worksheets, we will prepare a preliminary 2020 budget
for Session’s review and approval in October. Once
approved, it will be presented to the congregation in
November. At this time members and friends will
be given a letter and commitment card, asking them

The second letter to the Thessalonians was written
on the same theme as the first: the imminent return
of Jesus and the triumphal resolution of God’s plan
for all creation. The need for a second letter, though,
arose from growing uneasiness, frustration, and fear
within the church from those who thought this was
supposed to have happened already. God’s time was
not the Thessalonian’s time. As a result, fear and
hopelessness gripped the church, resulting in division, mistrust, and dismay that began to sap the
church of its vibrant ministry. Paul writes to encourage their continued faith and sure hope. In the
midst of division and discord, he claims a God of
peace who can bring peace at all times, in all ways
The church of every time and place wrestles with
the distance between our time frame and expectations and God’s. In God’s time, even the small
seeds we plant can grow into sturdy trees. In God’s
time, the fears we carry can be transformed into new
partnership and hope. In God’s time, our expectations can be expanded and surpassed by God’s faithfulness. The 2019 Peace & Global Witness Offering
encourages the church of our time to cast off anxiety
and fear, discord and division, and embrace our
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STEWARDSHIP AND PROPERTY
COMMITTEE (cont’d)

ARTS AND CRAFT CLUB

reconciling God’s mission to those around the corner
and around the world. It is boundless peace God offers. It bursts through the shackles of time and expectation. It quiets the anxiety of each believer by
joining us together.
On October 6, World Communion Sunday, we will
be receiving the Peace and Global Witness Special
Offering. This Offering enables the church to promote the Peace of Christ by addressing systems of
injustice across the world. 25% of this Offering
stays within our congregation, 25% goes to mid
councils to unite congregations to support peacemaking in their regions, and 50% supports the work
for peace and reconciliations being done by Presbyterians across the globe.

Craft Night
Please join us for Craft Night on Friday,
September 13, at 6:30 p.m. in the Theleos Classroom, for a fun evening of crafting! It will be a
“bring your own project” evening. Please bring a
snack to share! Please let Dena Roper know if you
have any questions.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
All women who are available during the day are invited to attend Circle 3 on Thursday, September 5.
You are invited to work on one of the Circle's ongoing mission projects, bring your own project, or
just come and join us for fellowship. We begin
meeting at 10 a.m., but you are welcome whatever
time works out for you. Bring a sandwich - salad,
chips and dessert are provided. The coffee pot is always on.
BOOK CLUBS
The Touchy Topics Book and Discussion Group will
be discussing “A Gift From Darkness,” by Patience
Ibrahim and Andrea C. Hoffmann on Wednesday,
September 4, at 7:30 p.m. at Hartford Coffee. All
are welcome to join the conversation!

Book club will meet at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, September 10, at the St. Louis Bread Co., Loughborough
Avenue and Interstate 55. We will discuss "The
Witch Elm" by Tania French. Please read the book
and join us. We are always looking for new members.

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
The following actions were reported or approved by
Session in their August 14, 2019 Stated Scheduled
Meeting:
Average Worship attendance in June was 58 and in
July was 58.
Membership July 31, 2019 is 107.
Financial Reports for June and
Year-to-Date 2019
June
2019 Total
Income
Budgeted $15,537.00
$91,900.00
Actual
$10,645.12
$112,281.82*
Expenses
Budgeted $15,383.00
$90,993.00
Actual
$12,529.84
$93,572.46
*Includes Wamser Trust Fund earnings.
Financial Reports for July and
Year-to-Date 2019
July
2019 Total
Income
Budgeted $15,537.00
$107,210.00
Actual
$7,513.14
$119,794.96*
Expenses
Budgeted $15,383.00
$107,332.00
Actual
$14,929.93
$108,695.81
*Includes Wamser Trust Fund earnings.
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS (cont’d)
Session approved and/or is addressing other building
concerns as follows:
 Approved use of the church’s gym on
June 28 by Art House to make a large banner.
 Approved use of the church by the Presbytery
of Giddings-Lovely on September 21 for a
Session Records Review.
 Approved getting new chairs for the pastor
and secretary, and updating their computers
before the end of the year.
 Replacement of burnt out exterior lights with
new LED lights on the AMEN House by
Brent Crittenden and Brian Beckmann, and
replacement of other lights throughout the
church.
 Problem with water in the Children’s Church
Room. Looking at solutions.
 Spent $195 for a new battery and repair of
the chairlift leading to the sanctuary.
 Problem with lock on the back door leading
to the parking lot. Lock has been repaired.

Will get estimate on repairing the lock on
the back door of the van.
 Received letter from Bryce Wiebe, Director
of Special Offerings and Appeals at the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) thanking us for our
$870 donation to the 2018 Peace and Global
Offering and our $2,890 donation to the One
Great Hour of Sharing offering.

PRESBYERY OF GIDDINGS-LOVEJOY
You are invited to join the History Team of
the Presbytery of Giddings-Lovejoy for the
Our Roots History Bus Tour on Tuesday, November 12. Cost is $59 per person with bus tour
and gratuities included. Lunch will be on your
own at Lindenwood University. We will meet at
Faith and Des Peres Presbyterian Church,
11155 Clayton Road at 8:30 a.m. and return at about
4 p.m. Make reservations with Jan Stanford at
314-638-0195.

LECTIONARY FOR SEPTEMBER
Sunday,
Jer. 2:4-13; Psalm 81:1,
September 1
10-16; Heb. 13:1-8, 15-16;
Luke 14:1, 7-14
Sunday,
Jer. 18:1-11; Psalm 139:1September 8
6, 13-18; Philem. 1-21;
Luke 14:25-33
Sunday,
Jer. 4:11-12, 22-28;
September 15
Psalm 14; 1 Tim. 1:12-17;
Luke 15:1-10
Sunday,
Jer. 8:18-9:1; Psalm 79:1September 22
9; 1 Tim. 2:1-7;
Luke 16:1-13
Sunday,
Jer. 32:1-3a, 6-15;
September 29
Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16;
1 Tim. 6:6-19; Luke 16:1931

Scenes from Oak Hill
Pastor Erin’s Fifth Service Anniversary
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Wednesday Bible Study Class

Smelling the Flowers

Service as Worship

Backpacks for Isaiah 58 Ministries
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Backpacks for Isaiah 58 Ministries (cont’d)

Oak Hill News
Oak Hill Presbyterian Church
4111 Connecticut Street
St. Louis, Missouri 63116-3926 (314) 664-5525
www.oakhillpcusa.org
office@oakhillpcusa.org
We are a welcoming congregation where visitors are
always expected!
The Rev. Max Hill, Pastor UKirk - St. Louis
with Pastor Erin

Choir Rehearsal – 9:30 a.m.
(beginning September 15 it will start at 9:00 a.m.)

Christian Education – 9:30 a.m.
(beginning September 15)
Service of Worship – 10:30 a.m.
Nursery Care – 10:30 a.m.
The ministers of Oak Hill Church are its members
assisted by:
Rev. Erin Counihan
Pastor
UKirk - St. Louis. or "university church" is the PC
(USA) Campus Ministry at Washington University
in St. Louis & Saint Louis University and is open to
college-aged students around the St. Louis area. Oak
Hill is a proud supporter of UKirk.

Rev. Dr. Alan Meyers
Parish Associate
Ms. Susan Brown
Minister of Music
Ms. Annie Girresch
Director AMEN St. Louis

First Tuesday Foosball

Ms. Carole Adams
Secretary
Articles for publication
in the
Oak Hill News
need to be
submitted in writing
to the church office by the
3rd Monday of each
month.

