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With Jesus as our guide and community as our goal, we worship, love, serve and grow

I’m in the office, and it’s pouring
down rain. Thunder and lightning
everywhere. But there’s no stream
flowing down my windows, because at the church
work day, someone cleaned out the gutters on the
church roof.
There’s a pretty big bag of jelly beans on my
desk−they are the care package the Mission Trippers
left for me when I was unable to join them last minute on the trip.
I am surrounded by sticky notes about Tower Grove
Pride, new AMEN and/or Service-as-Worship ideas,
Close the Workhouse campaign volunteering details, and liberation theology articles for the Bible
study class to read after this study on church history
we’re currently working through.
Yes, there’s a diet coke on my desk, and no, there’s
no special meaning for that.
I’ve got a Ukirk flyer and a Dismantling Racism and
Privilege Alabama trip flyer, a July Duty Roster, a
pile of “Join us for worship!” outreach cards, a few
receipts from craft and creative supplies, and so, so
many kid drawings saved from their pew rack index
card art collection.
There’s a labyrinth rolled up in the corner, next to
the Good Friday worship supplies, next to the Pentecost worship supplies. There are posters and photo

frames, and books galore; calendars and schedules
and budgets, too. There’s the prayer request I hung
on my bulletin board to remind myself of how prayers can be actually answered. And there’s the ones I
keep tucked in my drawer because we’re still praying for those answers.
I’m sitting here, looking at it all, taking inventory,
because I really need to clean this up!
But pausing for a moment, in this storm, surrounded
by noise, by the wild outside, looking around this
messy desk, and all of our stuff that has gathered in
this little space, all of this stuff that is telling a story−the story of our ministry together. And I’m realizing (again), that we are a force. This church, this
ministry, this work we are doing together, this love
we are building together, with God, it is a thundering, moving, breathing, receipt-leaving, kid-artproducing, community building, jelly bean consuming, fixed-gutter-having, joy-filled force of love in
this neighborhood. Sure, it’s a little messy. And yes,
some of us need diet cokes to make it work. But it is
a force. And it is louder than that noise around us.
And for that, I always give thanks.
Love you all,
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MISSION COMMITTEE
FELLOWSHIP LUNCHEON
The luncheon will be held on Sunday, July 7, and is
hosted by the Mission Committee. They will be
providing casseroles. Please consider bringing a side
or dessert to share. Ask them about their mission
trip and help them defray some surprise expenses
from their trip.

The Stewardship and Property Committee is hosting
the Sunday Fellowship Luncheon on August 4. It
will be a true potluck. You may bring a main dish, a
side dish, or a dessert dish to share.

WORSHIP AND CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
COMMITTEE

SUMMER BREAK
Our Sunday School Classes are taking a break for
the summer. They will resume in September.
Our Wednesday Bible Study Class is looking at early
church history using Justo Gonzalez’ “The Story of
Christianity” textbook.
Come and join us at
11:00 a.m. in the Faith and Fellowship Room.

EVANGELISM AND MEMBERSHIP
COMMITTEE
We want to send out a special prayer of thanksgiving
this month for how Oak Hill folks are taking care of
one another. From helping in emergencies, to sharing rides, to sharing resources, to sending little notes
and cards. The ways we show up for one another as
community are powerful and important. Keep sharing that love, friends!
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Service as Worship
Service as worship will be Sunday, July 21. We will
be doing projects that include Go Bags for our unhoused neighbors, some casseroles for winter outreach, organizing school supplies for Isaiah 58’s
school supply distribution, and some other projects
still being worked on. We are looking forward to the
day!

Sharing Cabinet
The Sharing Cabinet items are available for anyone
who needs something from it. It is located in the
Large Assembly Room and is restocked mainly by
donations. So, if you have extra, please feel free to
put any stuff you bring into the cabinet. We are all in
this together!
FOOSBALL
It’s summer! That means it is time for weekly
Foosball! We will be going every Tuesday through
August 6 at 6:30 p.m. It's a fun night of community
with our neighborhood kids and AMEN mission
teams. Last Tuesday, there were more than 40
neighbors there, and that’s without a mission team in
the house! Please consider signing up to help out.
Signups will be in the Large Assembly Room.
Please join us for pizza, snacks and fun! Please contact Dena Roper with any questions.
OPEN GYM NIGHT
Open gym night is on the third Friday of every
month. It will be held July 19 and August 16 from
6:30-8:30 p.m. Join us for some fun basketball,
games, puzzles and snacks! There will be pizza!
We will have a sign up in the Large Assembly Room
for volunteers. Please contact Dena Roper with any
questions.
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MISSION COMMITTEE (cont’d)
Summer and Back to School at
Isaiah 58 Ministries
Isaiah 58 Ministries Back to School Event will be
Saturday, July 27. We’ve been asked to supply 80
sets of colored pencils and 80 sets of markers that
will be included in the backpacks given out at that
event. We’ll be filling those backpacks at our Service as Worship Sunday on July 21. In addition, we
also need empty soft drink/water bottles (16 oz. or
20 oz.) to fill with laundry detergent or shampoo at
our Service Sunday. These items will be made
available to Isaiah 58 Ministries clients at Monday
and Friday food distribution days. Watch the bulletin for upcoming volunteer opportunities.

Some other thing to think about: during the holidays
I58 hosts a Holiday Shop for their clients. Gifts can
be purchased at minimal price for client’s family
members. They are requesting new items or items
you might want to re-gift to use as inventory for the
Holiday Shop. (Toys, books, jewelry, household
items, decorative items, holiday items, clothes for
everyone in the family and more.) Remember we’d
like for the items to be of “gift quality.” We’ll set up
a box in the Large Assembly Room and you can start
bringing items starting in July and continue through
the end of November.
July 2019
7th - colored marker sets for I58 Back to School
Backpacks
14th - colored markers or colored pencil sets for I58
Back to School Backpacks
21st - deodorant bar soap
28th - beef stew
August 2019
4th - spinach
11th - jelly
18th - peanut butter
25th - pasta

September 2019
1st - canned fruit
8th - your favorite cereal
15th - chili
22nd - spray cleaner
29th - rice or rice mix
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Thank you for your continued support.
AMEN ST. LOUIS
AMEN St. Louis

Summer at AMEN has been busy as ever! From
May - August, we have (and will) welcomed 11 different groups to stay, learn and have fun at AMEN.
Our mission trip teams this summer were very ecumenical, including congregations from the Disciples
of Christ, United Methodist, and UCC traditions in
addition to our Presbyterian siblings from across the
country. We welcomed our first ever local one-day
service and social justice retreat with Southminster
Presbyterian. And for the five-year anniversary of
Michael Brown's death, we will again host our
friends from the Fellowship of Reconciliation as
they visit St. Louis to organize and honor this important date.
And
who
could forget
our first ever
middle
school summer camp?!
Micah
6:8
Camp was a
huge success,
as 10 youth
from
the
congregation and the neighborhood participated in
service projects, learning about social justice issues,
reflecting on scripture and having tons of fun!

OAK HILL NEWS – JULY/AUGUST 2019
AMEN ST. LOUIS (cont’d)
As we look towards the 2019-2020 school year,
AMEN is creating more partnerships with local
youth ministries to bring St. Louis youth to AMEN
for retreats. We're also upping our game for alternative break trips.
Last but definitely not least, AMEN is leading the
Youth Track for a Presbytery-wide mission trip to
the National Memorial for Peace and Justice
October 18th-21st! We are partnering with DRAP,
the Presbytery, and Crossroads Antiracism to offer
this multi-generational, transformative experience.
If you haven't heard about the National Memorial (it
just opened in 2018), you can check out their website: www.museumandmemorial.eji.org. The trip
will be a powerful invitation to reflect on the legacy
of slavery, lynching, and mass incarceration in our
country and how we're called as people of the gospel
to respond in our present day. This is the nation's
first ever memorial to victims of lynching, and its
multiple museums offer a comprehensive overview
of the history of racism in the U.S. like never before. For more information about this trip, please
email Annie at amenstlouis@gmail.com.
Thank you SO much to the many Oak Hill parishioners who sent your kids to camp and volunteered
to support camp and other programs this summer.
We could NOT have done it without you!

STEWARDSHIP AND PROPERTY
COMMITTEE
Our committee had a successful work day on Saturday, June 20. Approximately 20 people showed up
to help. Activities included trimming and removing
bushes and trees and hedges, removing weeds along
the small incline at west end of parking lot, reorganizing storage, changing lightbulbs, reattaching loose
tiles on stairwell by main office, cleaning out roof
drains, and reattaching air conditioning flexible exhaust hose to wood base at AMEN House so that
exhaust exits the room area. Lunch was also served.
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A big thank you to Don Stanford for purchasing a
new air-conditioner for the Faith and Fellowship
Room. Also to Brian Heuckroth, Brent Crittenden,
Josh Smith, and Kim Marx for helping with the installation of air conditioners in the main offices
and/or the Faith and Fellowship Room.
The Stair Lift leading from the red doors to sanctuary was repaired.
A pest control company will be hired by AMEN
House to take care of the pest problem. Thanks to
Brian Heuckroth for trimming trees in the yard. This
will prevent squirrels and raccoons from gaining access to the church property.
As part of our continuing effort to address safety
concerns at Oak Hill, the Stewardship and Property
Committee, along with the approval of Session, have
taken or will take the following actions:
 The two large bushes leading up the 4111 Connecticut entrance were removed to avoid blocking the view of anyone entering or leaving the
building. (Thanks to everyone who helped with
this difficult task.)
 On Sunday we will keep the door on the parking
lot leading into the Educational Building
locked. It was felt this would prevent anyone
from entering the Educational Building when no
one is in that building during worship and also
having access to the nursery or the Children’s
Church Room without being noticed.
 On Sunday we will keep the red doors (next to
the alley on Oak Hill) leading into the Smylie
Room locked. This will avoid allowing anyone
access to the entire church during worship without possibly being noticed.
Keeping these doors locked on Sundays will not,
however, prevent anyone from leaving these areas
because they can open these doors without a key.
We do ask that if you unlocked any locked door
on Sunday (or any time during the week) that you
notify Pastor Erin or someone on the Stewardship and Property Committee or in the office
so they can lock the door after you leave.
This
will avoid doors being left unlocked when there is
no one in the building.
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STEWARDSHIP AND PROPERTY
COMMITTEE (cont’d)

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS

If you have any concerns about these actions, please
notify Pastor Erin or someone on the Stewardship
and Property Committee (Rich Wiethop, Brent Crittenden, Brian Heuckroth, Don Stanford, or Carole
Adams). You may also call or send an email to the
office. Again, we are trying to address safety concerns at our church.

The following actions were reported or approved by
Session in their June 12, 2019 Stated Scheduled
Meeting:

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
Circle Three will not meet in July because of the
holiday. Our next meeting will be Thursday,
August 1, at 10 a.m. in the Theleos Room. Bring a
sandwich -- salad, chips and dessert will be provided.

BOOK CLUBS
The Touchy Topics Book and Discussion Group will
be discussing “Transforming: The Bible and the
Lives of Transgender Christians” by Austin Hartke
on Wednesday, July 3, at 7:30 p.m. at Hartford Coffee. All are welcome to join the conversation!

The book club will meet at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday,
July 9, at the Barrow residence. We will be watching the movie, “Crazy Rich Asians.” Please bring
your dinner and join us. We are always looking for
new members. The book club will not meet in
August.

ARTS AND CRAFT CLUB
Craft Night
Please join us for Craft Night on Friday, July 12, and
August 16, at 6:30 p.m. in the Theleos Classroom,
for a fun evening of crafting! It will be a “bring your
own project” evening. Please bring a snack to share!
Please let Dena Roper know if you have any questions.

Average Worship attendance in May was 64.
Membership May 31, 2019 is 107.
Financial Reports for May and
Year-to-Date 2019
May
2019 Total
Income
Budgeted $15,537.00
$77,676.00
Actual
$25,891.82
$101,636.70*
Expenses
Budgeted $15,383.00
$76,915.00
Actual
$15,025.98
$80,480.04
*Includes Wamser Trust Fund earnings.
Session approved loaning six tables to Metropolitan
Congregations United for their Jammin’ 4 Justice
fundraiser on June 20.
Session approved taking money from the Scholarship Fund to pay a $1,000 scholarship grant to both
Emily Bischoff and Tegan Counihan Ratliff. (These
grants will be divided into two payments with one
$500 payment being made immediately and the other
$500 payment at the beginning of the second semester.) An additional amount of approximately $300
was approved to pay a grant to David Harris upon
his registration for a class.
Session elected Lisa Thompson as Oak Hill’s rotating commissioner to attend the Presbytery Gathering
on August 22 at First United and Westminster
Church in Belleville, IL.
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UKirk St. Louis
Join us for Pastor Miriam’s Going Away Party!
You are invited to help us send off Pastor Miriam
with a celebration of her time and work with UKirk!
(In mid-August, Miriam will begin serving as pastor
of New Castle Presbyterian Church in New Castle,
Delaware.)
Open House Celebration
Saturday, July 13 – 3 to 5 PM
Trinity Presbyterian Church
6800 Washington Avenue
St. Louis, MO 63130
Kindly RSVP by Tuesday, July 9, to Roger Chamberlain, roger@wustl.edu. Light refreshments provided by UKirk’s Advisory Board

Sunday,
July 7
Sunday,
July 14
Sunday,
July 21
Sunday,
July 28

LECTIONARY FOR JULY
2 Kings 5:1-14; Psalm 30;
Gal. 6:(1-6) 7-16;
Luke 10:1-11, 16-20
Amos 7:7-17; Psalm 62;
Col. 1:1-14; Luke 10:25-37
Amos 8:1-12; Psalm 52;
Col. 1:15-28; Luke 10:3842
Hosea 1:2-10; Psalm 85;
Col. 2:6-15 (16-19);
Luke 11:1-13

LECTIONARY FOR AUGUST
Sunday,
Hosea 11:1-11;
August 4
Psalm 107:1-9, 43;
Col. 3:1-11; Luke 12:13-21
Sunday,
Isaiah 1:1, 10-20;
August 11
Psalm 50:1-8, 22-23;
Heb. 11:1-3, 8-16;
Luke 12:32-40
Sunday,
Isaiah 5:1-7; Psalm 80:1-2,
August 18
8-19; Heb. 11:29-12:2;
Luke 12:49-56
Sunday,
Jer. 1:4-10; Psalm 71:1-6;
August 25
Heb. 12:18-29;
Luke 13:10-17
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Scenes from Oak Hill
Micah 6:8 Camp
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Mission Trip to Baltimore, Maryland
Preparing to Leave

Working with The Center and Brown Memorial
Presbyterian Church at a summer camp for
first through fifth graders
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Mission Trip (cont’d)

Oak Hill News
Oak Hill Presbyterian Church
4111 Connecticut Street
St. Louis, Missouri 63116-3926 (314) 664-5525
www.oakhillpcusa.org
office@oakhillpcusa.org
We are a welcoming congregation where visitors are
always expected!
Choir Rehearsal – 9:30 a.m.

Christian Education – 9:30 a.m.*
(*on break during the summer, will resume in
September)
Service of Worship – 10:30 a.m.
Nursery Care – 10:30 a.m.
The ministers of Oak Hill Church are its members
assisted by:
Rev. Erin Counihan
Pastor
Rev. Dr. Alan Meyers
Parish Associate
Ms. Susan Brown
Minister of Music
Ms. Annie Girresch
Director AMEN St. Louis
Ms. Carole Adams
Secretary

These are the first pictures sent to us from the
first few days of their trip. We look forward to
seeing and hearing more from them when they
return from Baltimore.

Articles for publication
in the
Oak Hill News
need to be
submitted in writing
to the church office by the
3rd Monday of each
month.

