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With Jesus as our guide and community as our goal, we worship, love, serve and grow

Three years ago, I attended my
very first General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church (USA) in
Portland, Oregon. This biennial event is both business meeting and family reunion, it’s a committee
extravaganza and a massive worship service, it’s
how we are church together as one great big denominational body and it’s totally how our small
congregation works, too.
At that GA222, we elected a new Stated Clerk who
shared with the gathering a vision. The Rev. Dr. J.
Herbert Nelson dreamed of General Assembly being more than reunion and committees, being more
than business and worship, being more than a tiny
blip on a mid-sized market’s convention calendar.
He wanted to join God in making an impact when
the Presbyterians came to town. He wanted the cities we visit to know Presbyterians were there. He
wanted Presbyterians to have something at GA to
focus on outside of conflict and Roberts Rules. He
had a vision that eventually became the Hands and
Feet Initiative, where the assembly would be called
into action, to live out the statements we were
making, in a local context, in the cities in which we
gathered.
St. Louis became the test case. So leading into
GA223 here in STL, the Stated Clerk came and
asked how Presbyterians could make a difference
in the city. We said, why don’t you invite the denomination to come and stay with us, to learn what

we’ve
learned, to
share what
we’ve experienced,
and to take
a bit of that
learning and sharing back to their own neighborhoods and congregations. The Presbytery of Giddings-Lovejoy invited Presbyterians from all over
to join in the Hands and Feet Initiative, by coming
and spending a week with us at AMEN St. Louis
and at Urban Mission Work Camp at First Pres
Ferguson. For a year and a half, we welcomed
teams who might not have otherwise come to
St. Louis, to visit and stay and serve and learn. Oak
Hill folks welcomed and hosted, foosballed and
discussed, and shared so much of God’s love with
so many teams and congregations who stayed with
us while we were the Hands and Feet of General
Assembly.
GA223 came to St. Louis and she left again, in one
very busy week last June. And we have passed the
baton of the Hands and Feet program off to
The Center, a very AMEN-like program in the city
of Baltimore, the host city for GA224 next summer.
So, with so much love, and a commitment to this
incredible vision, Oak Hill Pres is heading to
The Center in Baltimore this month. Bringing the
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Hands and Feet Initiative and our own hands and
feet, to continue the vision, to keep learning and
serving, to honor all the teams who came and
stayed with us, to see what Baltimore has to share
and teach us, and to be a part of listening for might
be next out there for this wild denomination. We’re
so thankful to be a part of this story, of this movement, of this vision of faith in action. And we can’t
wait to see what Baltimore is doing with it!
We’d love for you to pray for us on this journey.
We’ll keep you updated on the Oak Hill website
and social media pages. And we’ll share all about
the trip in worship on June 30. May God bless
these hands and feet and hearts and hopes, this vision lived out, this denomination and this congregation, as we worship, love, serve, and grow…
(even in Baltimore)!
With love,
Pastor Erin

FELLOWSHIP LUNCHEON
The Evangelism and Membership Committee is
hosting the Sunday Fellowship Luncheon on June 2.
They will furnish pasta. Everyone is asked to bring a
side dish or dessert to share.

WORSHIP AND CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
COMMITTEE

SUMMER BREAK
Our Sunday School Classes will take a break for the
summer beginning in June. We will see you back in
class in September!

EVANGELISM AND MEMBERSHIP
COMMITTEE
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Inquirer's Table – Sunday, June 2, after church, the
Evangelism and Membership committee welcomes
you to have lunch with us! While the congregation
shares a fellowship meal, we will have a table set out
for anyone who is interested in becoming a member
at Oak Hill, or has questions about the church, about
Presbyterian theology, PCUSA, reformed faith, baptism, or any other Presby "hot topics." Please join us
for a meal! (There is rumor of upgraded snacks at
the table).

MISSION COMMITTEE

Our Mission team will be heading out on Saturday,
June 22, for Baltimore! We will be working with
The Center and Brown Memorial Presbyterian
Church with a summer camp for first through fifth
graders in their community. We ask for prayers for
our week and we wouldn’t say no if you want to
bring us some road trip treats! Thanks! Please contact Dena if you would like any information.
FOOSBALL
It’s summer! That means it is time for weekly
Foosball! We will be “foosing” every Tuesday from
May 28 until August 6 at 6:30 p.m. at the Great
American Human Foosball, located at 3227 Morgan
Ford Road. It's a fun night of community with our
neighborhood kids and AMEN mission teams.
Please consider signing up to help. Sign-ups will be
in the Large Assembly Room. We definitely need
help on June 26 as many of our regular volunteers
will be on the Mission Trip. Please join us for pizza,
snacks and fun! Please contact Dena Roper with any
questions.
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MISSION COMMITTEE (cont’d)
OPEN GYM NIGHT
Open gym night is on Friday, June 21, from
6:30-8:30 p.m. Join us for some fun basketball,
games, puzzles and snacks! There will be pizza!
We will have a sign up in the Large Assembly Room
for volunteers. Please contact Dena with any questions.

MCU’s Jammin’ 4 Justice
It's time again for Jammin' 4 Justice, Metropolitan
Congregations United's fun-for-all fund raiser. Join
us for plenty of music, food, raffles, 50/50 and more.
Thursday, June 20, 6:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. at The
Ready Room, 4195 Manchester Rd in the Grove.
Tickets are $25 per person or $40 for two. You can
get your tickets from Lisa Thompson or Heather
Macarthur or by visiting the MCU web site at
MCUStLouis.org
Proceeds will fund MCU's work on Break the Pipeline, addressing the issues of the school to prison
pipeline. Please call the MCU office if you have any
questions: 314-367-3484.

What! How can it be June, already,
at Isaiah 58 Ministries!
Mark your calendars for Monday, June 10, 2019 and
join all of us at Isaiah 58 Ministries at our “Speakeasy and Annual Celebration.” Dress to impress
and don’t forget the password: Repair the Breach.
Festivities will be held at The Stupp Center in Tower
Grove Park from 6-9 PM. Live music by The Gaslight Squares. Cost is $20 per person and includes
free hors d’oeuvres and your first drink on us. Beer
and wine will be available, donations will be requested. Bourbon Tasting - $5. RSVP by June 4th,
314-776-1410, or check the Facebook page for the
Eventbrite link.
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Please note there is an item change for June 23.
Remember, all of your donations are always welcome.
June 2019
2nd - fruit cocktail or other canned fruit
9th - chicken and dumplings
16th - crackers
23rd – colored pencil sets for Back to School backpacks
30th - dishwashing detergent
July 2019
7th – colored marker sets for Back to School backpacks
14th – colored markers or colored pencils for Back
to School backpacks
21st - deodorant bar soap
28th - beef stew
You are always welcome to bring whatever you have
on hand or find on sale. Financial donations are always needed and welcome, check the table in the
back of the sanctuary for I58 envelopes. Or donate
online here : https://i58ministries.org/donate/. Every
$1 will provide 4 meals for a family in need.
Our Mission
Claiming our unity in Christ, in partnership with
other churches, in celebration of the human community, and in common service with other faiths and
secular organizations, we intend to:
 Provide programs and services to meet the
physical and spiritual needs of persons in our
neighborhood and in our churches.
 Promote opportunities for an ecumenical
witness to Christ in the inner city and to exist
as a sign of unity in a fragmented church and
society.
 Work cooperatively with other church and
community groups for the building up of the
human community and alleviation of human
problems such as hunger, poverty, racism,
and injustice.
Thank you for your support.
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MISSION COMMITTEE (cont’d)
AMEN HOUSE
It's summer time and AMEN St. Louis is in full
swing! Look out this month for our friends from
East Brentwood Presbyterian in Tennessee, as well
as the first ever Micah 6:8 Day Camp for middle
schoolers. Next month is even more packed with
visitors from five different churches in Kentucky,
Indiana, Michigan, Illinois, and Iowa. And, of
course, don't forget to join us at Great American
Human Foosball every Tuesday night this summer
for neighborhood fun!

STEWARDSHIP AND PROPERTY
COMMITTEE

The work day is Saturday, June 8. The time is 9 a.m.
to 1 p.m. There will be various projects and lunch
will be provided. If you are planning to come and
help, please notify Rich Wiethop. Some of the projects we would like to work on include:
 Trim bushes to improve security
 Trim holly tree (or cut down) in order to remove roof access to raccoons
 Reattaching loose tiles on step risers
 Check/clean out gutters
 Session committees to come in to clean out
their closets
 Fix siding of AMEN house on parking lot
side.
 Change air filters and clean filters in window
air-conditioners
If there are other projects that you think need to be
done, and are willing to assist with, please talk with
Rich.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
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Circle Three will meet in the Theleos Room on
Thursday, June 6, at 10 a.m. Bring a sandwich -salad, chips and dessert will be provided.

BOOK CLUB
The Touchy Topics Book and Discussion Group will
be discussing “Outside the Lines” by Mihee KimKort on Wednesday, June 5, at 7:30 p.m. at Hartford
Coffee. All are welcome to join the conversation!

Book club will meet at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday,
June 11, at the St. Louis Bread Co., Loughborough
Avenue and Interstate 55. We will discuss "The
Hamilton Affair: A Novel” by Elizabeth Cobbs.
Please read the book and join us. We are always
looking for new members. !

ARTS AND CRAFT CLUB
Craft Night
Please join us for Craft Night on Friday, June 14, at
6:30 p.m. in the Theleos Classroom, for a fun evening of crafting! It will be a “bring your own project”
evening. Please bring a snack to share! Please let
Dena know if you have any questions.

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
The following actions were reported or approved by
Session in their May 8, 2019 Stated Scheduled Meeting:
Average Worship attendance in April was 81.
Membership April 30, 2019 is 107.
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS (cont’d)
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also spent several years helping in the church office.
Congratulations Mel!

Financial Reports for April and
Year-to-Date 2019
April
2019 Total
Income
Budgeted $15,537.00
$62,416.00
Actual
$10,243.99
$75,744.88*
Expenses
Budgeted $15,383.00
$61,532.00
Actual
$14,167.56
$65,484.05
*Includes Wamser Trust Fund earnings.
Session approved adding the following statement to
the church’s website:
“At Oak Hill we invite and welcome all who are
seeking God unto faithful community. The
Presbyterian Church (USA) and our congregation do ordain and install LGBTQ individuals to
church leadership positions. Our pastor has and
will officiate weddings for same gender couples.”
Session approved the use of the church by the Tower
Grove South Association for a trivia fundraiser on
Saturday, November 16. Individuals will be allowed
to bring alcohol for their own reasonable personal
consumption. Alcohol may not be served or sold.

Under the Oak Tree

On May 15, Mel Soles celebrated his 100th Birthday! Mel grew up on a farm in Windsor, Missouri,
met his wife Grace in Philadelphia, PA, during
WWII, and served in the military in the South Pacific. Mel was a member of the Oak Hill Breakfast
Club and knows all the church building secrets. He

Matt Ream graduated from Lindenwood University
on May 11 with a major in Biochemistry and minor
in Business. He will be moving to Mankato, Minnesota, in August while his girlfriend Zoe pursues a
Masters in Sports Psychology.
Tegan Counihan Ratliff graduated from Roosevelt
Virtual School (a SLPS high school program) on
May 18. She plans to continue her education at
Maryville University, here in St. Louis, this fall.

Congratulations to Lisa Thompson who, as of the last
day of the school year, is officially retired. Lisa worked
full-time in the field of Early Childhood Education for
35 years. Her jobs included teacher/director at the
YWCA Child Care Center in Kansas City, MO; director of a Daybridge Learning Center in Overland Park,
KS; director of the Child Development Center at the
University of Missouri—St. Louis; and for the last 28
years, an Early Childhood Careers Instructor at South
Technical High School, working with both preschoolers and high school students. Lisa also taught college
classes at the Kansas City and St. Louis campuses of
the University of Missouri, Fontbonne University, and
St. Louis Community College. During retirement, Lisa
plans on staying involved at church, with Metropolitan
Congregations United, and with the Missouri Association for the Education of Young Children. She also
hopes to be able to fit in some camping and floating
trips with her husband Mark, as well as more longdistance traveling. Lisa and Mark have a trip planned
in October to visit Paris, Amsterdam, and Brussels.
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Under the Oak Tree (cont’d)

A special thank you to everyone for helping us celebrate Mel’s 100th birthday! It was fun to share
yummy cake, punch, and remembrances with everyone. Mel loved all the cards and Facebook good
wishes. Oak Hill plays a huge part in the lives of the
Soles and Cook families. We love all of you!
Thanks so much!
Mel, Rick and Donna

Dear Oak Hill Pres,
The 2018-2019 school year was fabulous as Christ
moved in and through this collegiate community!
Thank y’all for all your ongoing support of this ministry! Blessings in this Easter season!
In the Peace of Christ,
Pastor Miriam Flotz
UKirk – St. Louis

LECTIONARY FOR JUNE
Sunday,
Acts 16:16-34; Psalm 97;
June 2
Rev 22:12-14, 16-17, 2021; John 17:20-26
Sunday,
Acts 2:1-21 or Gen. 11:1June 9
9; Psalm 104:24-34, 35b;
Day of Pentecost
Romans 8:14-17 or
Acts 2:1-21; John 14:8-17
(25-27)
Sunday,
Prov. 8:1-4, 22-31;
June 16
Psalm 8; Romans 5:1-5;
John 16; 12-15
Sunday,
1 Kings 19:1-4 (5-7) 8June 23
15a; Psalms 42 and 43;
Gal. 3:23-29; Luke 8:26-39
Sunday,
2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14;
June 30
Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20;
Gal. 5:1,13-25; Luke 9:5162

Scenes from Oak Hill
Presbyterian Women – Circle 3

SOUTH SIDE PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCHES UNITED
The South Side Presbyterian Churches United will
meet at Oak Hill on Tuesday, June 18, at 7 p.m.
Come and meet the representatives of our neighboring Presbyterian churches.
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Meeting with Representative from
Presbyterian Children’s Homes and Services
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May Fellowship Luncheon

Mel Soles’
100th Birthday Celebrations
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Chancel Choir

Oak Hill News
Oak Hill Presbyterian Church
4111 Connecticut Street
St. Louis, Missouri 63116-3926 (314) 664-5525
www.oakhillpcusa.org
office@oakhillpcusa.org
We are a welcoming congregation where visitors are
always expected!
Choir Rehearsal – 9:30 a.m.

Human Foosball

Christian Education – 9:30 a.m.*
(*on break during the summer, starting 6/2)
Service of Worship – 10:30 a.m.
Nursery Care – 10:30 a.m.
The ministers of Oak Hill Church are its members
assisted by:
Rev. Erin Counihan
Pastor
Rev. Dr. Alan Meyers
Parish Associate
Ms. Susan Brown
Minister of Music
Ms. Annie Girresch
Director AMEN St. Louis
Ms. Carole Adams
Secretary
Articles for publication
in the
Oak Hill News
need to be
submitted in writing
to the church office by the
3rd Monday of each
month.

