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With Jesus as our guide and community as our goal, we worship, love, serve and grow
On Easter Sunday, I shared that I
love the resurrection story because
it is a constant reminder that this
(whatever “this” thing I am going through in the
moment) is not the end. Death and violence and
mob mentality and political forces and suffering and
pain and death were not, are not, the end. And
whatever stuff I am facing, whatever we are working through, whatever has me feeling overwhelmed
and over-worried, it isn’t the end. God has more.
God has more stories to write. God has more love
to share. God has more power to throw in. God has
so very much more.

But there’s also a really beautiful thing that happens
here every Holy Week season. We spend so much
time together. The extra rehearsals and services, the
extra meals and preparations and cross folding parties. So many extra folks staying after to help clean
up confetti. Yes, the liturgical moments in worship,
and the quiet devotional moments at home are important and special and powerful. But also, the time
spent building community, welcoming new folks
into new leadership roles, laughing together, talking
about our traditions and families, reading one another’s written thoughts and stories…it helps us
grow−in faith and in relationship.

In the particular way we church people choose to
tell Jesus’ story, in the way we script the sharing of
the resurrection message, through the season of
Lent, and the oh-so-many special worship service
filled Holy Week, through all the flowers and music
and fun of Easter Sunday, a small church especially
can start to really feel the whole “it is not the end”
part of resurrection, but maybe in more of a “but
will this ever end” kind of way.

And so as we go through “this,” this Lent, this Holy
Week, this Easter season, I find another comfort in
the resurrection experience. In how God is using
Lent and Holy Week and Easter to grow and build
and create and re-create our community, our life together, our ministry. Because it’s still not the end.
Easter doesn’t end. Resurrection doesn’t end. And
God is still writing a story in us, with us, through
us. Again and again.

From writing our own devotional to hosting another
incredible egg hunt. All those special worship services, and each of our regular Sunday services. Pancake breakfast and special offering. Prayer stations
and homemade communion bread. So many extra
bulletins.

So to you who were here, to you who came to worship, to you who served as musicians, ushers, liturgists, communion servers, communion preparers,
Sunday School participants, pot luck eaters, pancake
flippers, bread bakers, flower orderers, banner haulers, dish washers, egg-stuffers, bulletin folders,
moment for mission givers, light turner-offers, and
door locker-uppers, and everyone who helped make
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this year’s Holy Week such a special experience. It
is a blessing to be church with you! It is a blessing
to live and be a tiny part of the ongoing, not-at-allthe-end, still-happening-among-and-through-us resurrection with you. At Easter. And all the time.
Thanks be to God.

MISSION COMMITTEE
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MISSION TRIP
Be on the lookout for fundraising events to help with
the mission trip expenses! We have our reservations
but now we need to get there! Please contact Dena
Roper with any questions or fundraising ideas!

With love,
Pastor Erin

FELLOWSHIP LUNCHEON
The Worship and Christian Education Committee is
hosting the Sunday Fellowship Luncheon on May 5.
It is a true potluck. Please bring a dish to share.
(See Session Highlights on page 5.)
WORSHIP AND CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
COMMITTEE
SUMMER BREAK
Our Sunday School classes will continue through the
month of May, but then take a break for the summer
beginning on June 2.

EVANGELISM AND MEMBERSHIP
COMMITTEE
Inquirer's Table – Sunday, May 5, after church, the
Evangelism and Membership committee welcomes
you to have lunch with us! While the congregation
shares a fellowship meal hosted by the Worship and
Christian Education Committee, we will have a table
set out for anyone who is interested in becoming a
member at Oak Hill, or has questions about the
church, about Presbyterian theology, PCUSA, reformed faith, baptism, or any other Presby "hot topics." Please join us for a meal! (There is rumor of
upgraded snacks at the table).

FOOSBALL
Foosball is Tuesday, May 7, at 6:30 p.m. It's a fun
night of community with our neighborhood kids.
Please join us for pizza, snacks and fun! It’s at the
Great American Human Foosball, located at
3227 Morgan Ford Road. Please contact Dena Roper with any questions.

OPEN GYM NIGHT
Open gym night is on Friday, May 17, from 6:30 to
8:30 p.m. Join us for some fun basketball, games,
puzzles, and snacks! Please contact Dena Roper
with any questions.

It’s May at Isaiah 58 Ministries
Mark your calendars for Monday, June 10, 2019, and
join all of us at Isaiah 58 Ministries at our “Speakeasy and Annual Celebration.” Dress to impress
and don’t forget the password: Repair the Breach.
Festivities will be held at The Stupp Center in Tower
Grove Park from 6-9 PM. Live music by The Gaslight Squares. Check out the Bourbon Tasting ($5)
and more! Cost is $20 per person and includes free
hors d’oeuvres and your first drink on us. A cash bar
will be available with beer and wine. More fun to be
announced, stay tuned. RSVP by June 4, 314-7761410 or check the Facebook page for the Eventbrite
link.
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May 2019
5th - canned spinach or other greens
12th - rice or rice mix
19th - animal crackers or vanilla wafers
26th - tuna or tune helper
June 2019
2nd - fruit cocktail or other canned fruit
9th - chicken and dumplings
16th - crackers
23rd - toothbrush/toothpaste
30th – dish washing detergent
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faith, hearing from activists and leaders in the community about how to become an agent for change.
Sign your middle schooler up today at amenstlouis.org/camp. You can also send an email to
amenstlouis@gmail.com and we'll send you the registration form. Standard cost is $100 per child, with
sliding scale options available!
We need lots of volunteer help for camp, so
please email Annie at amenstlouis@gmail.com to
let us know if you can sign up for a morning or
afternoon shift during camp week!

You are always welcome to bring whatever you have
on hand or find on sale. Financial donations are always welcome, check the table in the back of the
sanctuary for I58 envelopes. Or donate online here:
https://i58ministries.org/donate/. Every $1 will provide 4 meals for a family in need.
Thanks to all for your continued love and support.
Thanks to Wendy Barrow for delivering our gifts
each month. (She then takes Ruby for a walk in the
park!)
Isaiah 58 Ministries CARES
Connects services and resources to those in need.
Advocates for the poor, restoring dignity and hope.
Refers individuals to critical community-based resources.
Educates clients in nutrition, health, spiritual direction, recreation and more.
Supplies emergency provisions and basic needs
through our food pantry and thrift store.

AMEN HOUSE
AMEN St. Louis is excited to announce our first
ever summer camp! The Micah 6:8 Camp will run
from June 17-21 from 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. each day. All
middle schoolers (rising 6th - rising 9th) are encouraged to enroll! Campers will do a service project for
a local organization each day, and in the afternoons
they will learn about social justice and explore their

At AMEN, we are also so excited to welcome our
newest staff member, Janet Frederick, as our 2019
Summer Site Manager! Janet is currently a graduate
student pursuing a joint degree to obtain a Master of
Social Work and Master of Education at Washington
University in St. Louis. Prior to attending WashU,
she worked with various nonprofits focused on
providing academic and mentorship services for
youth. In one of her most prominent roles, she
served as the Program Director of the Ezekiel Center
in Columbia, SC, a Christian ministry focused on
empowering youth to reach their potential. Since
moving to St. Louis, Janet served as a mentor for
Creative Reaction Lab during the first ever Design to
Better [Our Community] Summer Academy in 2018.
Lastly, Janet is a devoted follower of Jesus, mom to
Jeremy, and wife to Jason Frederick. She loves to
read, dance, spend time with family, and explore the
many fun things to do in St. Louis!
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And lastly, we are excited to share that we received funds from two generous grants, both the
Presbytery Summer Program Grants and Webster
Groves Presbyterian Church! These funds will help
us to cover annual operational costs and develop our
new programs. We couldn't be more grateful!

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
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On May 2, Mary Pollock from Presbyterian Children's Homes and Services will come to Circle 3's
meeting to tell us about the work they do and to receive a donation of stuffed bears made by the Circle.
If you would like to come and hear her speak, she
will be with us at about 11 a.m. If you are able to
join us for lunch, please let Jan Stanford or Carole
Adams know you are planning to stay. Lunch will
provided and served at about noon.

STEWARDSHIP AND PROPERTY
COMMITTEE
BOOK CLUB
The Touchy Topics Book and Discussion Group will
be discussing “An American Marriage” by Tayari
Jones on Wednesday, May 1, at 7:30 p.m. at Hartford Coffee. All are welcome to join the conversation!
Mark your calendar! We will be having a church
work day on Saturday, June 8. We’ll be doing a lot
of projects around the church so everyone is welcome to come share their talents. If you see something that needs fixing, cleaning, painting, or whatever, please notify someone on our committee and
we’ll put in on the list.
The gas meter in the AMEN House was replaced by
Spire. After replacement, the Spire representative
noticed natural gas leaks occurring at existing valves
and fittings. The heating contractor was called and
made the necessary repairs. After Spire inspected
the repairs, the natural gas supply to AMEN House
was returned to service.
Thanks to Brent Crittenden for replacing the lights in
the secretary and financial offices and other locations
around the church.
Arrangements have been made for grass cutting this
summer.

Book club will meet at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday,
May 14, at the St. Louis Bread Co., Loughborough
Avenue and Interstate 55. We will discuss "The
Brethren” by John Grisham. Please read the book
and join us. We are always looking for new members.

!

ARTS AND CRAFT CLUB
Craft Night
Please join us for Craft Night on Friday, May 10, at
6:30 p.m. in the Theleos Classroom, for a fun evening of crafting! It will be a “bring your own project”
evening, but there will be a sewing project available
if anyone wants to bring their sewing machine. We
need to sew the edges of some sheets for Winter
Outreach. Please bring a snack to share! Please let
Dena Roper know if you have any questions.
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In a casual gathering after worship on Sunday,
April 14, the session discussed safety issues, following an incident on church property on April 13. (An
email was sent to the entire church explaining the
incident and some initial actions taken by the pastor.) The session is continuing conversations about
building safety and best practices for our community. On Sunday, May 5, at the potluck lunch after
worship, we’ll host some conversations with the
congregation around safety. We are committed to
this church space being one of both welcome and
comfort. We want to make thoughtful and responsible choices on how best to care for the building, one
another, and our neighbors.
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Session approved sharing the cost of Millie Crittenden and Avery Smith attending the Presbyterian
Youth Triennium 2019 at Purdue University from
July 16-20. The Presbytery, the family, and Oak Hill
will share the cost. Session approved paying a total
of $424 for them to attend.
Session elected Dena Roper as Oak Hill’s rotating
commissioner to attend the Presbytery Gathering on
May 4 at the First Presbyterian Church in Cape
Girardeau, MO.

Under the Oak Tree

*******
The following actions were reported or approved by
Session in their April 10, 2019 Stated Scheduled
Meeting (Session did not meet in March):

The sympathy and support of the congregation is extended to George Soscia and his family upon the
death of his wife, Iris Soscia, on April 2, 2019.

Average Worship attendance in February was 61 and
in March was 66.
Membership March 31, 2018 is 107.
Financial Reports for February and
Year-to-Date 2019
February
2019 Total
Income
Budgeted $15,537.00
$31,071.00
Actual
$14,453.58
$44,454.29
Expenses
Budgeted
Actual

$15,383.00
$18,663.83

$30,766.00
$37,163.60

Financial Reports for March and
Year-to-Date 2019
March
2019 Total
Income
Budgeted $15,537.00
$46,812.00
Actual
$21,049.60
$65,503.89*
Expenses
Budgeted $15,383.00
$46,149.00
Actual
$16,263.43
$53,541.85
*Includes Wamser Trust Fund earnings.

Sunday,
May 5
Sunday,
May 12
Sunday,
May 19
Sunday,
May 26

LECTIONARY FOR MAY
Acts 9:1-6 (7-20);
Psalm 30; Rev. 5:11-14;
John 21:1-19
Acts 9:36-43; Psalm 23;
Rev. 7:9-17; John 10:22-30
Acts 11:1-18; Psalm 148;
Rev. 21:1-6; John 13:31-35
Acts 16:9-15; Psalm 67;
Rev. 21:10; 21:22-22:5;
John 14:23-29 or
John 5:1-9
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Scenes from Oak Hill
Palm Sunday & Pancake Breakfast

Egg Hunt
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Scenes from Oak Hill
Egg Hunt (cont’d)

Good Friday

Maundy Thursday
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Scenes from Oak Hill
Easter
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Oak Hill News
Oak Hill Presbyterian Church
4111 Connecticut Street
St. Louis, Missouri 63116-3926 (314) 664-5525
www.oakhillpcusa.org
office@oakhillpcusa.org
We are a welcoming congregation where visitors are
always expected!
Choir Rehearsal – 9:00 a.m.

Christian Education – 9:30 a.m.
Service of Worship – 10:30 a.m.
Nursery Care – 10:30 a.m.
The ministers of Oak Hill Church are its members
assisted by:
Rev. Erin Counihan
Pastor
Rev. Dr. Alan Meyers
Parish Associate
Ms. Susan Brown
Minister of Music
Ms. Annie Girresch
Director AMEN St. Louis
Ms. Carole Adams
Secretary
Articles for publication
in the
Oak Hill News
need to be
submitted in writing
to the church office by the
3rd Monday of each
month.

