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With Jesus as our guide and community as our goal, we worship, love, serve and grow
The conversation continues…
On January 6th, we started a
conversation during fellowship
hour, to dream about our ministry, to discuss the
needs of our
community,
and to wonder
what
God might
be calling us
to in this
season.
A special
task
force
organized us to talk about our excitement and
hopes and dreams for the physical structure of our
church. We talked about practical things- elevators
and ice machines and tuck-pointing and lighting.
We wondered about new showers and bathrooms
and ways to make offering welcome and shelter a
bit easier. We talked about needs of children and
needs for sustainability.
We had
one conversation, with
all
who
gathered
that
day,
and it was
full of energy, ideas,
and
vol-

ume. Yeah, it
was loud. And
we’re
aware
that’s not everyone’s preferred
method of thinking and processing
and
working.
So
we’re leaving the
boards up.
In our fellowship space in the Large Assembly
Room, all through February, we’ll be keeping up
our idea board. There are sticky notes and pens
nearby, and all month long you are welcome to jot
down your thoughts, questions, incredibly wild
ideas, and bold suggestions. And share them on
the board. Or just come and talk with one of us on
the Building Vision Task Force: Donna Cook,
Brent Crittenden, Brian Heuckroth, Kim Smith, or
myself.
We’re going to keep working and discussing
and planning and dreaming. As we do, as we move
ahead, please do keep praying, too. Keep praying
for God to guide us, to spark new ideas, to encourage thoughtful discernment, to open possibilities,
and to remain faithful always to our call as a community to worship, love, serve, and grow, together
in Christ’s way.
In faith, may this conversation continue….
With love and in hope,
Pastor Erin
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STEWARDSHIP AND PROPERTY
COMMITTEE
FELLOWSHIP LUNCHEON
FELLOWSHIP LUNCHEON – Please join the
Evangelism and Membership Committee as they
host the fellowship potluck luncheon on Sunday,
February 3. It is true potluck, so bring your favorite
dish to share. Everyone is welcome.
WORSHIP AND CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
COMMITTEE
OUR OWN LENTEN DEVOTIONAL
Yes, Oak Hill, this is your moment! This year, we’re
going to make our own Lenten devotional! At
church, in the back of the sanctuary this month, you
can pick up a Lenten Devotional Prompt. It’s a little
slip of paper that gives you a few options for how
you can contribute to the Great Oak Hill Lenten Devotional of 2019: a study for us, by us. Pastor Erin
has given us a selection of questions and Bible passages. You will pick either a question or a passage,
and provide a few written thoughts, or a story, or
take a photo, or draw or paint something inspired by
the question or passage. Creating our own devotional allows us to reflect together, to share our own
points of view, and to grow together. All of these
reflections, words, and images are then turned into
Pastor Erin by February 21, and she’ll compile our
contributions into an online and printed devotional,
for us to study this Lent. We welcome all of our
Oak Hill family to contribute−children, adults, frequent attenders, far-away college students, first time
visitors, and everyone in between. Take a few moments, reflect and share, and be a part of our Lenten
journey together. Contact Pastor Erin if you have
any questions or if you’d like to have the Lenten Devotional Prompt sent to you via email!
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Thank you to all the church volunteers who have
been shoveling and salting and keeping our sidewalks safe during recent winter weather! Thank you
for your time and your muscles!

MISSION COMMITTEE
ST LOUIS WINTER OUTREACH
Thank you to all of the volunteers who helped prep,
staff, clean, and support our two emergency cold
weather shelter nights in January. Through our partnership with St. Louis Winter Outreach, Oak Hill is
available as an emergency shelter when temperatures
dip below 20 degrees, or 25 degrees with precipitation on Wednesday nights. St. Louis Winter Outreach maintains a network of volunteer shelters and
volunteer outreachers who all take turns on different
nights. We are blessed to host space on Wednesday
nights with our neighborhood partners at Compton
Heights Christian Church and Isaiah 58 Ministries.
With three groups all pitching in together, the workload is manageable and sustainable. We’re so thankful for everyone who volunteered and helped create a
safe, warm, and welcoming space for 22 neighbors
to rest inside on these harsh and dangerous winter
nights.
MISSION TRIP
We’re going to Baltimore! The 2019 Mission Trip
will be June 22-29. This is an all-ages trip to learn
and serve together at The Center, a ministry of the
Presbytery of Baltimore and the next host of the
PCUSA’s Hands and Feet Initiative. If you are interested in going on this trip, there’s still room for
you! We’d love to have you join us. The total cost of
the trip is $450 per person (plus travel expenses).
There is a $150 non-refundable deposit due per person at the time of registration. If finances are a concern, though, please don’t let that stop you, just let
Pastor Erin know. Please let Dena Roper know if
you are considering going on the trip or learning
more details. And get ready to come and serve with
us!
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MISSION COMMITTEE (cont’d)
FOOSBALL
Our monthly Human Foosball is on Tuesday, February 5, at 6:30 p.m. It's a fun night of community
with our neighborhood kids. Please join us for pizza, snacks and fun! It’s at the Great American Human Foosball, located at 3227 Morgan Ford Road.
Please contact Dena Roper with any questions.
OPEN GYM NIGHT
Open Gym Night this month will be VERY
open…we’re going to join the Evangelism and
Membership Committee’s outing to Steinberg Ice
Rink in Forest Park on Friday, February 15, at
6:30 p.m. Join us!

It’s February at Isaiah 58
In recent months Isaiah 58 has been making some
changes! They’re changing from their traditional
“Meal-a-Month” collection, which many congregations have participated in, to “Blessing Bags”. The
intention is to help I58 collect some of the non-food
items that they collect and distribute on a regular basis. We’ve already started collecting some of those
items and you will notice some of them in this
month’s collection list.
February 2019
3rd - canned spinach or other canned greens
10th - cooking spray
17th - canned tuna
24th - bottle of hand soap
March 2019
3rd - salt and/or pepper.
5th - Fat Tuesday Pancake Super at Oak Hill
10th - your favorite cereal
17th - toothbrush/toothpaste
24th - peanut butter and/or jelly
31st - Mr. Clean Magic Erasers
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February is also “Spice Up Your Life” month at
I58. During the month of February we are asking
folks to donate spices, which we all know can make
a difference between eating a bland meal or enjoying
a delicious meal. Spice suggestions include, salt,
pepper, Italian blends, poultry blends, chili powder,
cinnamon, oregano, thyme, curry powder, onion
powder, garlic powder, Mrs. Dash seasoning blends.
We often include those in our collection lists here at
Oak Hill.
Most important. Anything you are able to donate is
always welcome. It doesn’t have to be on the list.
Bring an extra from your pantry or the store sales.
Also, if you are not able, that is ok. Please keep
Isaiah 58 clients, staff and volunteers in your prayers.

Isaiah 58 Fat Tuesday Pancake Supper
Join us for the 11th Annual Pancake
Supper and Fat Tuesday Celebration.
March 5, 2019, 6:00-7:30 PM. Once
again, at Oak Hill. Pancakes with all the
fixins’ will be served to make this a feast
to be remembered. Live music, featuring
some of our own Oak Hill musicians,
will be jazzin’ up the joint for your listening pleasure. There will be a 50/50
raffle and a S’mores Bar. Come and kick
off the Lenten Season, help a great
community partner raise funds, and eat
some pancakes and have fun! A free will
offering will be collected.
Any questions about Isaiah 58 services, collections,
volunteer opportunities and events can be directed to
Donna Cook.
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EVANGELISM AND MEMBERSHIP
COMMITTEE

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
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The following actions were reported or approved by
Session in their January 9, 2019 Stated Scheduled
Meeting:
Average Worship attendance in December was 72.
Membership December 31, 2018 is 107.
Join us for a night on the ice! On Friday,
February 15, Oak Hill will load up and head out to
Steinberg Ice Rink for a night of skating under the
stars. Dress warmly and bring a friend! Oak Hill
will be paying for the rental skates and ice time.
Meet at the church at 6:30 p.m. to carpool over to
Forest Park, or meet us there at 6:45 p.m. We hope
to see you there!

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN

Financial Reports for December and
Year-to-Date 2018
December
2018 Total
Income
Budgeted $14,361.00
$172,300.00
Actual
$36,745.32
$176,232.56*
Expenses
Budgeted $15,075.02
$183,510.00
Actual
$21,882.21
$187,093.47
*Includes Wamser Trust Fund earnings.

Circle 3 will meet on Thursday, February 7, in the
Theleos Room at 10 a.m., weather permitting. Bring
a sandwich -- salad, chips and dessert will be provided.

The Session voted to elect Don Stanford as Treasurer and Carole Adams as Clerk of Session.

BOOK CLUB

Session elected Donna Cook to serve as an elder
commissioner to attend the Presbytery Gatherings in
2019. We will rotate elders to serve as our second
commissioner. Session elected Christine Woodward
to serve as our second commissioner at the Presbytery Gathering on February 7.

The Touchy Topics Book and Discussion Group will
be discussing “Pachinko” by Min Jin Lee on
Wednesday, February 6, at 7:30 p.m. at Hartford
Coffee. All are welcome to join the conversation!

Book club will meet at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, February 12, at the St. Louis Bread Co., Loughborough
Avenue and Interstate 55. We will discuss "Crazy
Rich Asians" by Kevin Kwan. Please read the book
and join us. We are always looking for new members.

The Session voted to elect elders Josh Smith and
LeAnne Smith to serve on the 2019 Nominating
Committee. Josh was elected to serve as chair.
They will join Brian Beckmann, Georgia Smith, and
Deb Wiethop who were previously elected by the
congregation to serve on this committee.
Session approved the following dates for serving the
Lord’s Supper in 2019: February 3, March 3,
April 7, April 18 (Maundy Thursday), April 21
(Easter Sunrise Service and the 10:30 a.m. service),
May 5, June 2, July 7, August 4, September 1, October 6, November 3, December 1, Blue Christmas
Service (Date to be Determined), and January 5,
2020.
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ARTS AND CRAFT CLUB
Craft Night
Please join us for Craft Night on Friday,
February 8, at 6:30 p.m. in the Theleos Classroom,
for a fun evening of crafting! It will be a “bring your
own project” evening. Please bring a snack to share!
Please let Dena Roper know if you have any questions

Under the Oak Tree

Erin,
Please pass along our thanks for Oak Hill’s
faithful support of Presbyterian Mission and their
commitment to support Paula Cooper’s ministry
in Africa.
The Rev. Rhonda K. Kruse
PCUSA Mission Engagement
Advisor for the Midwest region

Dear Oak Hill,
Woohoo! A new semester, a new year! I’m so
excited for this semester. Our overall theme of
“compassionate community” (from exploring
vocation and forgiveness and what justice looks
like), reading Rachel Hel Evans “Inspired” for
our on-campus small groups, and so much more.
What a gift it is to gather Ukirk’s young adults in
Christs’ name. Thank you for making this
ministry, this community thrive.
In the peace of Christ,
Pastor Miriam Foltz
UKirk St. Louis

Greetings to adorn our Christmas card tree were sent
from the following members and friends of Oak Hill:
Carole Adams
Allrise Elevator Company
Donna Cook and Rick Soles
The Hoegger Family
The Staff and Board of
Isaiah 58 Ministries
Alan and Rosemary Meyers
Carolyn and Charlie Moody
The Presbyterian Investment & Loan Program
The Ream Family
Mel Soles
Lisa and Mark Thompson
(plus one un-signed card)

LECTIONARY FOR FEBRUARY
Sunday,
Jer. 1:4-10; Psalm 71:1-6;
February 3
1 Cor. 13:1-13; Luke 4:21-20
Sunday,
Isaiah 6:1-8 (9-13);
February 10
Psalm 138; 1 Cor. 15:1-11;
Luke 5:1-11
Sunday,
Jer. 17:5-10; Psalm 1;
February 17
1 Cor. 15:12-20;
Luke 6:17-26
Sunday,
Gen. 45:3-11, 15;
February 24
Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40;
1 Cor. 15:35-38, 42-50;
Luke 6:27-38
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Scenes from Oak Hill
SERVICE AS WORSHIP SUNDAY

6
6

OAK HILL NEWS – FEBRUARY 2019
SERVICE AS WORSHIP SUNDAY (cont’d)

MLK DAY YOUTH SERVICE AND
LEARNING BLITZ
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MLK DAY YOUTH SERVICE AND
LEARNING BLITZ (cont’d)
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Oak Hill News
Oak Hill Presbyterian Church
4111 Connecticut Street
St. Louis, Missouri 63116-3926 (314) 664-5525
www.oakhillpcusa.org
office@oakhillpcusa.org
We are a welcoming congregation where visitors are
always expected!
Choir Rehearsal – 9:00 a.m.

Christian Education – 9:30 a.m.
Service of Worship – 10:30 a.m.
Nursery Care – 10:30 a.m.
The ministers of Oak Hill Church are its members
assisted by:
Rev. Erin Counihan
Pastor
Rev. Dr. Alan Meyers
Parish Associate
Ms. Susan Brown
Minister of Music
Ms. Annie Girresch
Director AMEN St. Louis
Ms. Carole Adams
Secretary

Articles for publication
in the
Oak Hill News
need to be
submitted in writing
to the church office by the
3rd Monday of each
month.

