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With Jesus as our guide and community as our goal, we worship, love, serve and grow

I know, I know. We’re all so used
to giving something up for Lent.
We say we won’t eat chocolate or soda or we quit
social media. And somehow that’s supposed to help
us be self-aware and penitent and prayerful and
more ready for Holy Week. And it is a tradition I’ve
practiced, sometimes even successfully, for years.
And when it works, and we are very intentional, it
can be an incredibly useful spiritual discipline. And
then there are other times when it is at best a distraction, or else, given up and forgotten within a
couple of days.
So I’d like to challenge us differently this year. Instead of taking away, instead of giving up, instead
of refusing something, I’d like us to add on.
As a church we have created a Lenten Devotional.
Oak Hillers and friends have each taken a day or
two to reflect on a Bible text, to reflect on their own
lives and beliefs, and to offer us a prayer.
This year for Lent, what if, all together, we could
read, pray, and reflect our way to Easter?
I will admit, I am not great with devotionals. The
first few days, I am on it, but then after a week or
two, I suddenly realize I’m days behind. But, this
devotional is written by us and for us. We’ll print
paper copies and post them online to our website
blog and on Facebook. We’ll discuss our devotional

experiences in Bible Study and Sunday School and
in worship. Exploring together, wondering together, journeying together, toward Easter.
So, go ahead, you have The Pastor’s permission to
eat the chocolate and drink the diet cokes (just not
MINE!). Don’t give up this year. Add on. Add this
Lenten Devotional. And let us join together in reflecting our way to the empty tomb.
With love and in hope,
Pastor Erin
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FELLOWSHIP LUNCHEON
Ash Wednesday is March 6, 2019.

The Stewardship and Property Committee will host
the March fellowship luncheon to be held on
March 17 instead of the first Sunday in March. To
celebrate St. Patrick’s Day they will be serving
corned beef and cabbage (a kids’ meal will also be
provided). You don’t have to bring anything, just
come and enjoy. A free will offering will be received to help defray expenses.
WORSHIP AND CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
COMMITTEE
Bring the Little Ones to Communion
We’ll be trying something new in March. The Worship & Christian Education loves having the children
participate in Communion, but we’ve been concerned about whether the process of getting them
from the nursery to the sanctuary was safe. There
haven’t been any accidents or lost children yet, but
we could imagine a scenario where that might happen, and we want to prevent that possibility. Starting in March, children at Oak Hill will remain in
church during the entire service. In order to be more
child-friendly, Pastor Erin and the committee will be
working to make the service on Communion Sundays a little shorter and more interactive. We pray
that our children tolerate staying with us for a little
more church time and that their parents and the rest
of those in the pews have the patience for a little
more squirming and noise. Parents who feel their
children need a break from the service are always
welcome to use the Faith and Fellowship Room next
door to the sanctuary. The service can still be heard
there and we’ll be adding a basket of toys to help
entertain the little ones.

Ecumenical Ashes-to-Go will be available outside of
MoKaBe’s Coffeehouse (Grand and Arsenal) from
11:30-1:30 p.m.
Then, we will gather at Compton Heights Christian
Church at 2149 So. Grand Blvd., for an ecumenical
worship service with imposition of ashes at
7:00 p.m.

Want to be a Greeter, Usher or
Nursery Caregiver?
If you attend worship, you see the names in the bulletin and people magically appear to do these tasks.
(Thanks for your help with that Rick Soles!) I know
that our greeters and ushers appear to have an extremely high level of training for these positions, but
in reality, the jobs are quite easy to do! Lisa Thompson of the Worship & Christian Education committee creates the schedule for these jobs. She tries to
check-in with new members or regularly attending
non-members, but maybe she missed you or maybe
your preferences have changed. If you would like to
be added to the list of helpers, please let Lisa know
or just jot a note and drop it in the collection basket
that those amazing ushers pass around. Older children are welcome to participate too. If you would
like to help out in the nursery, we need you to be
registered with the Family Care and Safety Registry.
This is a very easy step and one we feel is important
to protect the children in our care. More information
on registration can be found at this link
https://health.mo.gov/safety/fcsr/. The church will
pay the cost of registering. Pastor Erin needs to receive a copy of the completed Worker Registration
form (available at that link or ask the office for a
copy) so that she can run the background check.
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COMMITTEE (cont’d)

THE FLOWER CHART
Is there a special occasion you would like to celebrate with flowers in the sanctuary on a Sunday
morning? All are welcome to honor a memory
or celebrate an occasion such as a birthday or anniversary by signing up for flowers. There is a
chart located on the wall outside of the church
office. Pick a Sunday, sign your name and our
florist will put together two matching arrangements (for a cost of $45) to be placed on either
side of the communion table on that Sunday
morning that you may take home after worship.
(Or you may bring appropriate flower arrangements yourself if you notify the office in advance
so that flowers won’t be ordered.)
STEWARDSHIP AND PROPERTY
COMMITTEE
Water problems? Who has water problems?
The correct answer is Oak Hill.
On Thursday, February 7, members of Circle 3 of
Presbyterian Women found water running along a
wall in the Theleos Room. It was raining outside
and a downspout was clogged, which caused the water to come through the wall into the room. And
then, to add to the problem, the pastor came down
and said, “It’s raining in my office!”
Well, we called Brent Crittenden (a member of our
committee), and he came over and tried to unclog
the downspout. But water was frozen in the downspout and it could not be unclogged, so water was
backing up on the roof and running down the wall.
When the sewer people came out, they found parts
of a frozen sweatshirt in the downspout. We also
found pieces of sweatshirts (being used as rags) on
the roof over the area of the pastor’s office. Evidently, these sweatshirt rags had been left on the roof and
a few had washed into the downspout and then froze
solid, causing the water problems. Thanks to the
quick work of Jan Stanford (with the mop), Dena
Roper (with the towels), Don Stanford (with the
broom), Carole Adams (with the phone), Brent Crittenden (with the hatchet), and Pastor Erin (with the
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bucket) the downspout is now unclogged and we are
checking the roof for leaks.
Hopefully this will be our only water problem for the
year!!!
MISSION COMMITTEE
MISSION TRIP
We will have a meeting of people going on the
summer mission trip after church on Sunday,
March 24. This is a planning meeting for travel,
fund-raising and other logistics. Lunch will be
served. The remainder of the fees for all mission trip
participants will be due at the end of April. Please
contact Dena Roper with any questions.
FOOSBALL
Foosball is on a different day this month. It is on
MONDAY, March 4, at 6:30 p.m. It's a fun night of
community with our neighborhood kids. Please join
us for pizza, snacks and fun! It’s at the Great American Human Foosball, located at 3227 Morgan Ford
Road. Please contact Dena Roper with any questions.
OPEN GYM NIGHT
Open gym night is coming up on Friday, March 15,
at 6:30 p.m. This is for middle and high schoolers.
Please consider volunteering. We have snacks and
pizza and fun times playing sports, games and sometimes there's a mean game of Uno going on! Not to
mention crafts, coloring and puzzles plus snacks!
Please contact Dena Roper with any questions.

It’s March at Isaiah 58
Isaiah 58 Fat Tuesday Pancake Supper
Join us for the 11th Annual Pancake Supper and
Fat Tuesday Celebration. March 5, 2019, 6:00 7:30 PM. Once again, at Oak Hill. Pancakes with
all the fixins’ will be served to make this a feast to
be remembered. Live music, featuring some of our
own Oak Hill musicians, will be jazzin’ up the joint
for your listening pleasure. Thanks to Bette and
Valery Welch for their work organizing and herding
the musicians for this special event. We can’t wait
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to hear the Play Bill. There will be a 50/50 raffle
and a S’mores Bar. Come and kick off the Lenten
Season, help a great community partner raise funds,
and eat some pancakes and have fun! A free will
offering will be collected.
March 2019
3rd - salt and/or pepper.
5th - Fat Tuesday Pancake Super at Oak Hill
10th - your favorite cereal
17th - toothbrush/toothpaste
24th - peanut butter and/or jelly
31st - Mr. Clean Magic Erasers
April 2019
7th - canned fruit
14th - canned stew
21st - deodorant
28th - pasta
Anything you are able to donate is always welcome.
It doesn’t have to be on the list. Bring an extra from
your pantry or the store sales. Also, if you are not
able, that is ok. Please keep Isaiah 58 clients, staff
and volunteers in your prayers.
Any questions about Isaiah 58 services, collections,
volunteer opportunities and events can be directed to
Donna Cook.

EVANGELISM AND MEMBERSHIP
COMMITTEE

Please consider donating a bag of individually
wrapped (plastic egg or smaller sized) candies for
Oak Hill's Annual Easter Egg Hunt in Tower Grove
Park. We will be filling the eggs on Saturday,
April 13, at 9:00 a.m. (Candy may be place in the
box in the Large Assembly Room or in the church
office beginning March 24.)

SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE
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The Oak Hill Scholarship Fund
April 1 Deadline
Attention current and soon-to-be college students:
Application forms for the Oak Hill Scholarship Fund
will be available from the church office March 1. In
order to be considered, completed applications
should be received by the church office no later than
April 1. Full-time traditional students (e.g., High
School Seniors intending to go to college full-time)
should apply by April 1 for assistance for the full
year. Part-time or non-traditional students should
use this deadline for either the Summer or Fall semester. If you have any questions about the fund,
please contact Deb Wiethop at 314-852-8629.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
Circle 3 will meet on Thursday, March 7, in the Theleos Room at 10 a.m., weather permitting. Bring a
sandwich -- salad, chips and dessert will be provided.

BOOK CLUB
The Touchy Topics Book and Discussion Group will
be discussing “The Drone Eats with Me: Diaries
from a City Under Fire” by Atef Abu Saif on Sunday, March 3, at 5:30 p.m. at Hartford Coffee. All
are welcome to join the conversation!

Book Club will meet at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday,
March 12, at the St. Louis Bread Co., Loughborough
Avenue and Interstate 55. We will discuss "A Gentleman in Moscow" by Amor Towles. Please read
the book and join us. We are always looking for
new members.
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The following actions were reported or approved by
Session in their February 13, 2019 Stated Scheduled
Meeting:
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Session approved applying for a Hunger Action
Congregation Grant from the Presbytery of Giddings-Lovejoy. The recipient of the grant would be
Isaiah 58 Ministries. Oak Hill is a Certified Hunger
Action Congregation which hosts Isaiah 58 as a
feeding ministry.

Average Worship attendance in January was 66.
Membership January 31, 2018 is 107.
Financial Reports for January and
Year-to-Date 2019
January
2019 Total
Income
Budgeted $15,537.00
$15,537.00
Actual
$30,072.71
$30,072.71*
Expenses
Budgeted $15,383.00
$15,383.00
Actual
$18,218.43
$18,218.43
*Includes Wamser Trust Fund earnings.
Session approved the 2018 Statistical Report for Oak
Hill.
Stewardship and Property Committee reported on
the following use of the building which had been
approved:
Take 2 Productions (various dates in February and
March).
South City Church Reclaim MLK event on
January 20, for worship, discussion, and a meal.
Mary LaTragna and her group Kitco Renaissance
St. Louis use of the gym on the second, fourth, and
fifth Friday nights from February through August.
Annie Girresch, use of gym on February 15 by
St. Luke’s UCC confirmation class staying at
AMEN House.

Session approved canceling their March meeting.
The next regularly scheduled meeting of session will
be April 10.

ARTS AND CRAFT CLUB
Craft Night
Please join us for Craft Night on Friday, March 8, at
6:30 p.m. in the Theleos Classroom, for a fun evening of crafting! It will be a “bring your own project”
evening. Please bring a snack to share! Please let
Dena know if you have any questions.

PRESBYTERY OF
GIDDINGS-LOVEJOY
UKirk’s Open House & Dessert Auction – You
are invited to join UKirk St Louis (Presbyterian ministry to college students in the St. Louis area) for
dinner, worship, a fundraiser silent auction (homemade desserts!), and connection with their collegiate
faith community!
Sunday, March 31, from 7 to 9
p.m. at Trinity Presbyterian Church, 6800 Washington Avenue, St. Louis, MO.
RSVP to
ukirk_st1@glpby.org by March 22.

Session approved the use of the church by Missourians for Alternatives to the Death Penalty (MADP)
for a trivia fundraiser on September 21.
Session approved receiving the following PCUSA
offerings in 2019:
One Great Hour of Sharing
Peace & Global Witness
Christmas Joy

MARCH 10
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Under the Oak Tree

Dear amazing, awesome, (and physic?) friends at
Oak Hill Presbyterian,
I’ve been so down in the dumps this week with a terrible cold, coughing, can’t breathe and some other
issues and then from out of the blue a little package
arrived with a bunch of dog valentines cards in it. I
know this combination can’t be easy. Every single
one of those cards had a dog on it. I guess you’ve
figured out that I love dogs. I actually cried when I
opened those little cards. I read them and held them
and just wanted to touch where you had written your
sweet names. I love you, too. I am grateful for every
one of you and as I write the I am grateful for the
critter nurse that is by my side and doesn’t leave me.
Thank you with all of my heart. Linda 💕 (Orellana)

LECTIONARY FOR FEBRUARY
Sunday,
Exodus 34:29-35;
March 3
Psalm 99;
2 Cor. 3:12-4:2;
Luke 9:28-36 (37-43)
Ash Wednesday,
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 or
March 6
Isaiah 58:1-12;
Psalm 51:1-17;
2 Cor. 5:20b-6:10;
Matt 6:1-6, 16-21
Sunday,
Deut. 26:1-11;
March 10
Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16;
Rom. 10:8b-13;
Luke 4:1-13
Sunday,
Gen. 15:1-12, 17-18;
March 17
Psalm 27; Phil. 3:17-4:1;
Luke 13:31-35
Sunday,
Isaiah 55:1-9;
March 24
Psalm 63:1-8;
1 Cor. 10:1-13;
Luke 13:1-9
Sunday,
Josh. 5:9-12, Psalm 32:
March 31
2 Cor. 5:16-21;
Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

Scenes from Oak Hill
Preparing the Lord’s Supper
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Scenes from Oak Hill
(cont’d)
Children’s Church

Future Liturgist

Fixing Water Leak
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Scenes from Oak Hill
(cont’d)
Foosball
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Oak Hill News
Oak Hill Presbyterian Church
4111 Connecticut Street
St. Louis, Missouri 63116-3926 (314) 664-5525
www.oakhillpcusa.org
office@oakhillpcusa.org
We are a welcoming congregation where visitors are
always expected!
Choir Rehearsal – 9:00 a.m.

Christian Education – 9:30 a.m.
Service of Worship – 10:30 a.m.
Nursery Care – 10:30 a.m.
The ministers of Oak Hill Church are its members
assisted by:
Rev. Erin Counihan
Pastor
Rev. Dr. Alan Meyers
Parish Associate
Ms. Susan Brown
Minister of Music
Ms. Annie Girresch
Director AMEN St. Louis
Ms. Carole Adams
Secretary
Articles for publication
in the
Oak Hill News
need to be
submitted in writing
to the church office by the
3rd Monday of each
month.

