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With Jesus as our guide and community as our goal, we worship, love, serve and grow
People are dressed up so fancywith dresses and hats and suspenders and coats. There is a small
child up front sitting in the most
incredible stroller-chair thing. There’s rubble and mess
everywhere around them, but you don’t really notice it
at first. My eyes always jump to the people−some
holding hands, some looking very serious, but many
looking excited too. Oh, and if you squint, you can
even see the curious neighbors sitting on the porch next
door. It’s my most favorite photo of our church, taken
on the occasion of the corner stone laying of the “new”
sanctuary on August 22, 1914.

The photo hangs in the Faith and Fellowship Room,
just next to the sanctuary where we now worship, the
one they were building that day. In the photo, you can
see the original building (now our gym and Smylie

Room) behind the crowd. The curious neighbors are
looking on the scene from the porch of what became
the Education Building, then the home of The American Indian Center, and is now AMEN St. Louis. And
our connector, the building where our choir room,
nursery, classrooms, and Care and Counseling offices
are now located, is open air space.
I love this photo, yes, because of the old-timey dresses and the kid in the funny chair, but more so because it
shows the briefest slice of one moment of ministry, one
moment of our story, one season of our church building. The people in all those fancy clothes, that generation of the Oak Hill Congregation, that generation of
our church family, they were growing and changing and
building something new. They didn’t tear down the
old, or move out of the neighborhood. They added,
adjusted, tweaked, and put faith in doing something
big. I love this photo because it reminds me that our
building, like our congregation, tells the story of different seasons of ministry, of life, of growth, of change, of
adaptation and, especially, of dreaming big for God.
Another season of dreaming big is upon us. The
grand old building they constructed that day needs a
little care, a little updating, and a whole lot of love. We
need to address some accessibility issues, some environmental issues, and some tuck-pointing issues. And
as all of those “need issues” were coming up, we realized−this is getting to be a pretty big issue. So, under
the leadership of the session, a task force has started
working, to consider the issues, and to dream of our
next season. We started asking−if we’re going to address all these issues, while we’re working on them,
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what else might we do, adjust, improve, and dream up?
What space and structural needs do we have, to do the
ministry God is calling us to do in this neighborhood,
now? How might we use this building in this season,
to share God’s love with this congregation and our
community?
This is a question for us all, as the current generation
of the Oak Hill family. And don’t worry, I won’t make
you dress up fancy and pose for a photo (yet). But we
would love for you to join us at the January fellowship lunch after worship on January 6, and share in
some conversation, some praying, some dreaming, and
some imagining, about what God is calling us to be for
this season of ministry, and how we might use this
great resource of our building to be a part of that. The
Building Vision Task Force will provide soup and
sandwiches and will offer a presentation of our work so
far, but mostly, we want to hear your ideas, your prayers, your wild dreams for Oak Hill, our community, and
this building. We want to know what you would love
to do with this space, what you would love to see in this
space, what you would love to be a part of creating with
this space.
Do plan to join us on January 6, keep watching the
worship bulletins and website for updates, and be a part
what God has in store for Oak Hill this season.
With love and in hope,
Pastor Erin
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WORSHIP AND CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
COMMITTEE

Thank You!
To all who sang and all who rehearsed, to all who
read and all who led, to all who helped and all who
hauled, to all who made Advent and Christmas so
lovely this year. It takes many hands, voices, hearts,
and folks to make these special services happen. For
all who attended and all who prayed. For all who
shared in the holiday season here at Oak Hill, thank
you. Thank you so much.
Christian Education in the New Year
In 2019, we’ll continue all our classes from the Fall.
The Children’s Sunday School Class is working
through the lectionary cycle with Ms. Lisa and
Ms. Sarah. For our Youth (middle and high school)
Second Sundays will return during the education
hour on January 13 with Pastor Erin. The Adult
Sunday School Class will return to their discussions
on the Essential Tenets of the Reformed Tradition
with Pastor Alan. On Wednesdays, the Bible Study
class is still working through the Gospel of John
with Pastor Erin and Dr. Karoline Lewis’ fabulous
book with the long and fancy title, “John.” And on
Thursday, January 24, the evening Bible Study Class
will look at the letters of John and Jude. New students of all ages are always welcome!

STEWARDSHIP AND PROPERTY
COMMITTEE
FELLOWSHIP LUNCHEON
FELLOWSHIP LUNCHEON
The January 6 Fellowship Lunch will be hosted by
the new Oak Hill Building Vision Task Force. They
will provide soups and sandwiches for all. Come
and bring a dessert or a side dish, or just come and
have soup and join us for a conversation about our
dreams for this grand ole building. The Evangelism
and Membership Committee is hosting the time of
fellowship in January.

There will be a Congregational Meeting on Sunday,
January 27, to receive annual reports from the session and church organizations, including financial
reports, and to receive the approved budget for 2019.
Everyone is encouraged to attend. Donuts will be
served.
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MISSION COMMITTEE
MISSION TRIP
We’re going to Baltimore! The 2019 Mission Trip
will be June 22-29. This is an all-ages trip to learn
and serve together at The Center, a ministry of the
Presbytery of Baltimore and the next host of the
PCUSA’s Hands and Feet Initiative. If you are interested in going on this trip, we’d love to have your
initial interest noted by January 13. The total cost of
the trip is $450 per person. There is a $150 nonrefundable deposit due per person on the thirteenth.
If finances are a concern, though, please don’t let
that stop you, just let Pastor Erin know. Please let
Dena Roper know if you are considering going on
the trip or learning more details. And get ready to
come and serve with us!
SERVICE AS WORSHIP
Service as Worship−that time twice a year where we
gather together during the worship time to put our
hands and feet in action to serve our neighbors, AS
our worship−is on Sunday, January 20. There will
be a wide variety of projects including go bags and
scarves. Come ready to serve!
FOOSBALL
Our monthly Human Foosball is on Tuesday, January 8, at 6:30 p.m. It's a fun night of community
with our neighborhood kids. Please join us for pizza, snacks and fun! It’s at the Great American Human Foosball, located at 3227 Morgan Ford Road.
Please contact Dena Roper with any questions.
OPEN GYM NIGHT
Open Gym Night is coming up on Friday,
January 18, at 6:30 p.m. This is for middle and high
schoolers, with new adults always welcome as volunteers! We have snacks and pizza and fun times
playing sports, games and sometimes there's a mean
game of Uno going on! Not to mention crafts, coloring and puzzles plus snacks! Please contact Dena
Roper with any questions.
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Isaiah 58 Ministries
It’s January!
Thank you to all for your continued support! Over
200 hundred families were provided holiday meal
ingredients and Schnucks gift cards to purchase a
turkey, ham or other supplies for their holiday meals.
Plans are in the works for the annual Mardi Gras
pancake supper! So watch for more details.
January
6th - sardines
13th - peanut butter
20th - canned fruit
27th - chicken and dumplings
February
3rd- canned spinach or other canned greens
10th- cooking spray
17th - canned tuna
24th- bottle of hand soap.
Sometimes our lists seem a little strange. Rest assured that all of these items are requested by
Isaiah 58. And, of course, if you can’t remember
what to bring on any given Sunday, just grab a box
or can from your pantry or a sale item at the grocery!
Everything is needed and will be used by a family in
need.
Other items that are welcome are: Socks (all sizes),
personal hygiene items, razors, toothbrushes, nail
clippers. And maybe a can opener or two!
As always, thanks to Wendy Barrow for your ongoing support.

AMEN ST. LOUIS
In December, we made a major upgrade to our facility. We replaced all of our bunk beds with brand
new, safer beds that will be much more comfortable
for our guests! And on top of that, we were able to
find a great home for the old beds, where they'll be
put to use for Winter Outreach. This was a much
needed update, as we have received many complaints and felt that it wasn't safe to have folks on a
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MISSION COMMITTEE (cont’d)
top bunk without a rail and no ladder, especially
kids. Thank you to everyone who helped out in this
process, from spreading the word about the old beds
to helping assemble the new ones! This month, we
are welcoming friends from Xavier University, who
will be staying with us from January 5 - January 12.
Also this month, we'll be moving forward on some
construction projects in the house and upping our
advertising game. Thanks so much for your ongoing support!
~Annie
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appealing. They are enjoying getting to know people
in our congregation.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
Circle 3 will meet on Thursday, January 3, in the
Theleos Room at 10 a.m., weather permitting. Bring
a sandwich -- salad, chips and dessert will be provided. Also bring your ideas for 2019 projects!
Thanks to all who donated cookies to the Presbyterian Women's Cookie Sale on December 23, and to
those who purchased cookies from us. Proceeds will
be used to support the mission work of our PW.

EVANGELISM AND MEMBERSHIP
COMMITTEE
BOOK CLUB
The Touchy Topics Book and Discussion Group will
be discussing “The Cross and the Lynching Tree”
by James Cone on Wednesday, January 2, at
7:30 p.m. at Hartford Coffee. All are welcome to
join the conversation!

The book club will meet at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday,
January 8, at the Barrow residence to watch the movie, “A Wrinkle in Time.” Please bring your dinner
and join us!

Welcome to Mike Hale and Kristy Gould, who were
welcomed as new members of Oak Hill at the December 9 worship service. Kristy is a St. Louis native, and Mike has been a St. Louis resident 18 years
after living in 10 different places while his dad
served with the United States Air Force. Their
daughter Miriam is a first grader and a Girl Scout at
Mallinckrodt Elementary School. Mike works for a
small defense contractor as a web developer, and
Kristy is a preschool teacher at a South St. Louis
Montessori school. They are Tower Grove South
residents, and chose their home because of its location close to South Grand. They visited Oak Hill on
the recommendation of two other Presbyterian pastors, and found Oak Hill's social action involvement

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
The following actions were reported or approved by
Session in their December 12, 2018 Stated Scheduled Meeting:
Average Worship attendance in November was 70.
Membership November 30, 2018 is 110.
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS (cont’d)
Financial Reports for November and
Year-to-Date 2018
November
2018 Total
Income
Budgeted $14,359.00
$159,973.00
Actual
$10,389.12
$142,553.63*
Expenses
Budgeted $15,074.69
$168,868.00
Actual
$12,521.51
$166,683.10
*Includes Wamser Trust Fund earnings.
Session approved the examination of the newly
elected elders Brent Crittenden, Brian Heuckroth,
Heather Macarthur, Josh Smith, and LeAnne Smith
and set the date of January 6 for their installation
and/or ordination.
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Session approved the use of the building for a Girl
Scout Holiday party on a Saturday in January 2019.

ARTS AND CRAFT CLUB
Craft Night
Please join us for Craft Night on Friday,
January 11, at 6:30 p.m. in the Theleos Classroom,
for a fun evening of crafting! It will be a “bring your
own project” evening. Please bring a snack to share!
Please let Dena Roper know if you have any questions

Under the Oak Tree

Session approved the final budget of $184,594, as
presented, for 2019.
Session approved that we request that our $12,000
pledge to General Missions for 2019 be divided with
$1,800 going to the General Assembly, $600 to the
Synod, $4,600 to Giddings-Lovejoy, and $5,000 to
UKirk St. Louis.
Session approved the establishment of a Building
Vision Task Force to explore the future and long
term use of our buildings and the necessary work to
be done to the buildings. This Task Force will report
to session. Serving on the Building Vision Task
Force are Brent Crittenden, Kim Smith, Donna
Cook, Brian Heuckroth, and Pastor Erin.
Session approved two proposals involving the
Wamser Trust: (1) Instruct Brent Crittenden, as Oak
Hill’s co-trustee on the Trust, to instruct Enterprise
to revise the Trust’s target asset mix to the “Balances
Growth” mix as presented, and (2) Instruct Brent, as
co-trustee, to instruct Enterprise to revise the Trust’s
distributions to a flat distribution of 3% of an average value of the Trust’s principal balance over the
preceding three years, with distributions made quarterly beginning in the first quarter of 2019.

Thank you for your generosity & kindness!!
The Old Navy gift cards helped several
children receive holiday gifts who would
otherwise go without!! You are a blessing to
our school!!
Happy Holidays!!
Thank you from the UCity Social Workers
Alllegra, Stacey, Christine & Christine
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December Fellowship Luncheon

LECTIONARY FOR JANUARY
Wednesday,
Ecclesiastics 3:1-13;
January 1
Psalm 8; Rev. 21:1-6a;
Matt. 25:31-46
Sunday,
Isaiah 60:1-6; Psalm 72:1-7,
January 6
10-14; Eph. 3:1-12;
Matt. 2:1-12
Sunday,
Isaiah 43:1-7; Psalm 29;
January 13
Acts 8:14-17; Luke 3:15-17,
21-22
Sunday,
Isaiah 62:1-5; Psalm 36:5-10;
January 20
1 Cor. 12:1-11; John 2:1-11
Sunday,
December 24
Christmas
Eve
Sunday,
January 27

Isaiah 9:2-7; Psalm 96;
Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14
(15-20)
Neh. 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10;
Psalm 19; 1 Cor. 12:12-31a;
Luke 4:14-21

Scenes from Oak Hill
Welcoming New Members in Worship

Circle 3 Christmas Luncheon
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Hanging of the Greens
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Christmas Cantata

Christmas Caroling
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Christmas Caroling (cont’d)
Oak Hill News
Oak Hill Presbyterian Church
4111 Connecticut Street
St. Louis, Missouri 63116-3926 (314) 664-5525
www.oakhillpcusa.org
office@oakhillpcusa.org
We are a welcoming congregation where visitors are
always expected!
Choir Rehearsal – 9:00 a.m.

Christian Education – 9:30 a.m.
Service of Worship – 10:30 a.m.
Nursery Care – 10:30 a.m.
The ministers of Oak Hill Church are its members
assisted by:
Rev. Erin Counihan
Pastor
Rev. Dr. Alan Meyers
Parish Associate
Ms. Susan Brown
Minister of Music
Ms. Annie Girresch
Director AMEN St. Louis
Ms. Carole Adams
Secretary

Articles for publication
in the
Oak Hill News
need to be
submitted in writing
to the church office by the
3rd Monday of each
month.

