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With Jesus as our guide and community as our goal, we worship, love, serve and grow
I think it’s something about the
jokes. Or maybe it’s the creative,
homemade
costumes.
Probably it’s all the neighbors
walking around, with something easy to talk about,
something easy with which to connect. Okay, it
might have a little to do with all the candy, let’s be
real. But, no, actually, I do think it’s this St. Louis
tradition of the jokes. There’s just something special about this place at Halloween.
Last night as we roasted marshmallows over the fire
pit, as we laughed with neighbors and strangers and
church friends alike, it was community and it was
easy. And those jokes, those terrible, old, punfilled, knock-knock, bad jokes, gave us all something light and easy and silly to talk about−a way to
relate.
In a time when our political positions, our theological differences, our geographic boundaries, and our
news channel preferences seem so starkly divided,
so painfully hard to talk about, and so hopelessly
un-solvable, a community built around bad Halloween jokes doesn’t seem so terrible to me.
We walked up to each other. We invited strangers
onto our porches for a chat and a laugh. We saw
people just as they were. We took time to listen,
even when the kiddo couldn’t remember that joke
you know they’d been practicing all day. Did you
notice how patient we were?! We listened. We
laughed. We complimented these strangers. We

shared our stuff with them. And then we wished
them a fun night.
I’m not saying we should all be easy and light all
the time, and ignore all the work we need to do in
our churches, neighborhoods, and government. I’m
not saying we should all just be civil and nice and
polite and get along. I’m not saying any of us needs
to eat that many sweets on one night! But I am saying I learned some lessons sitting on the Oak Hill
front steps last night. And one of them is to listen.
To really focus and keep listening, even when it is
hard. Another is to continue to invite people in.
Another is to load everyone up with SO MUCH
CANDY (I kinda noticed that helped, even with the
grown folks). And another is to keep telling horrible, cheesy, terrible, hilarious, bad jokes. Because
even with all the work we need to do, even with all
the policies we need to change, even with all the
ministries we hope to share, even with all the faith
we’re called to help build, we all need to have a
laugh. And when we laugh together, a thing called
community really happens.
Oh friends, I do think there’s something about the
jokes….
With love and a little bit of hope, too,
Pastor Erin
PS: For the record, the best joke I heard on Halloween
night came from Oak Hill’s little Roze: “Why did the
cookie have to go to the doctor? Because it was feeling
crummy!”
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MISSION COMMITTEE
FELLOWSHIP LUNCHEON
FELLOWSHIP LUNCHEON
The Stewardship and Property Committee is hosting
the November fellowship luncheon. It will be held
on Sunday, November 4, and will be strictly potluck.
Please bring a dish to share (and a dessert, if you
wish) and join us. Everyone is welcome.

STEWARDSHIP AND PROPERTY
COMMITTEE
There will be a Congregational
Meeting on Sunday, November 11,
following worship, to approve the
Pastor’s Terms of Call for 2019, receive a report from the 2018 Nominating Committee, and to present the 2019 Asking
Budget. Donuts will be served! See you there.
On September 24, Cintas conducted their annual fire
extinguisher inspection at Oak Hill (including the
AMEN House). A total of 18 extinguishers were
inspected. Two 5 lb. dry extinguishers and three
2 lb. dry extinguishers were replaced.
The following requests for use of the building or tables were approved: (1) Take Two Productions
meeting on Tuesday, September 25, and (2) the Missourians for Alternatives to the Death Penalty borrowed five tables for a trivia night fundraiser held on
September 22. A member of this group is involved
with the Tower Grove South Neighborhood Association.
WORSHIP AND CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
COMMITTEE

Susan Brown, our Minister of Music, is recruiting anyone who is interested in singing
with the choir in the Christmas Cantata. If
you are interested, please see Susan.

Winter Outreach
As winter gets closer, the Mission Committee is
gearing up for opening the Smylie Room as an
emergency overnight shelter in connection with
Winter Outreach. We will be open on nights colder
than 20 degrees or nights 25 degrees and below with
wet weather from December 1 thru March 1. There
are several volunteer opportunities available from
serving dinner to cooking breakfast to setting up and
cleaning up! Plus laundry, meal planning and putting together a map of the local bus routes and stops
for our guests. Keep an eye out! We will try to have
an informative meeting toward the end of November. Please contact Dena Roper with any questions
or if you are interested in pitching in!
Mission Trip
If anyone missed the Mission Committees informative meeting about a mission trip and wants additional information, please contact Dena Roper
ASAP. We are looking at nailing down a date.

FOOSBALL
Foosball is on Tuesday, November 6, at 6:30 p.m.
It's a fun night of community with our neighborhood
kids @ the S.LS. Building, 3227 Morgan Ford.
Please join us for pizza, snacks and fun! Please contact Dena Roper with any questions.
OPEN GYM NIGHT
Open gym night is coming up on Friday,
November 16, at 6:30 p.m. This is for middle and
high schoolers. Please consider volunteering. We
have snacks and fun times playing sports, games and
sometimes there's a mean game of Uno going on!
Not to mention crafts, coloring and puzzles plus
snacks! There is a volunteer signup in the Large Assembly Room. Please contact Dena Roper with any
questions.
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MISSION COMMITTEE (cont’d)
Isaiah 58 Ministries
As we face the upcoming holidays, Isaiah 58 and
other outreach groups face the realization that the
needs of our community remain high. Isaiah 58 is
currently serving between 600 - 900 families each
month through its various food distribution programs. Your continued support helps to provide that
much needed assistance to families and individuals
in our community.
November
4th - canned sweet potatoes
11th - biscuit mix
18th - cranberry sauce
25th - canned ham
December
2nd - peanut butter
9th - vegetable oil
16th - hot chocolate mix
23rd - lip balm
30th - dish soap
Remember all of your food, household cleaning supplies, toilet paper and paper towels and personal hygiene items are always welcome. Feel free to catch
items on sale or grab a spare item from your pantry.
Isaiah 58 is gearing up for its annual Buy-A-Bird
Campaign. They’ll be celebrating 25 years of supplying families with Thanksgiving and Christmas
Holiday Meals. Your donation of $25 will provide a
holiday meal for a family served by I58. You can
send your check to the ministry at 2149 South
Grand, St. Louis, MO 63104 or through
PayPal on their website at this link.
http://www.i58ministries.org/id82.html Indicate on
both methods of donation that your gift is for the
Buy-A-Bird campaign.

AMEN ST. LOUIS
AMEN St. Louis will be hosting two groups this
month: a crew of youth pastors for the National
Youth Workers Convention, and the youth group
from Main Street United Methodist (Alton, IL) for
their fall service retreat. We've been working hard to
get the house ready for a new season of volunteers.
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We've also been busy updating our list of partner
organizations, resource library and program curriculum, as we will be welcoming more college-age
groups next year and want to have educational resources that meet all age groups. And, as we get
ready for the New Year, we are SUPER proud to say
that we already have 9 different groups booked for
2019! Our September university mailer was super
successful, bringing in multiple inquiries and now
one official booking. This means that more colleges
are considering us as a site for their "Alternative
Spring Break" trips. These trips give us a chance to
work with college-age young adults and get more
use of AMEN House during the spring months! Also, in February, we're excited to be hosting the
Queer Clergy Caucus from the United Methodist
Church during their special conference on LGBTQ
inclusion. We are so grateful to the congregation for
your on-going support of AMEN St. Louis! ~Annie
EVANGELISM AND MEMBERSHIP
COMMITTEE
A word of appreciation and thank you to all those
who brought candy for Halloween treats to give to
the neighborhood children. It is a wonderful way to
say hello and welcome to all the kids and adults who
trick or treat in the Tower Grove South neighborhood. We always include a note telling folks a little
about Oak Hill Presbyterian Church.
SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE

Scholarship Fund
Scholarship Application Packets for the spring semester of 2019 from the Oak Hill Scholarship Fund
will be available in the church office beginning
November 1. The purpose of this fund is to assist
members of the Oak Hill family in their pursuit of
higher education. Individuals eligible are students
pursuing an under-graduate college degree or a postsecondary degree at any state-licensed educational
facility. Graduate students are not eligible for this
scholarship. Applications must be submitted by December 1 to be considered for scholarship. Those
interested in applying for full-year scholarships
should wait and apply to our March scholarship offering of grants.
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
Circle 3 will meet on Thursday November 1 at
10 a.m. in the Theleos Room. Please bring a sandwich -- drink, chips and dessert will be provided.

BOOK CLUB
The Touchy Topics Book and Discussion Group will
be discussing “Not that Bad: Dispatches from Rape
Culture” Ed. by Roxanne Gray on Wednesday, November 7, at 7:30 p.m. at Hartford Coffee. All are
welcome to join the conversation!

The book club will meet at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday,
November 20, at the Barrow residence to watch the
move, “The Glass Castle.” Please bring your dinner
and join us! This is the third Tuesday of the month,
not our usual second Tuesday.

4
4
ian Church in Wildwood. The purpose of the special
meeting was to determine if an Associate Pastor
could become a Pastor of a given congregation.
Session approved Donna Cook and Lisa Thompson
as Oak Hill’s Commissioners to attend a Presbytery
Gathering on November 3 at Second Presbyterian
Church in St. Louis.

ARTS AND CRAFT CLUB
Craft Night
Please join us for Craft Night on Friday,
November 9, at 6:30 p.m. in the Theleos Classroom,
for a fun evening of crafting! It will be a “bring your
own” project evening. It's a good time to work on
those Christmas cards and winter projects. Please
bring a snack to share! Please let Dena know if you
have any questions.

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
The following actions were reported or approved by
Session in their October 10, 2018 Stated Scheduled
Meeting:
Average Worship attendance in September was 63.
Membership as September 30, 2018 is 109.

Financial Reports for September and
Year-to-Date 2018
September
2018 Total
Income
Budgeted $14,359.00
$130,885.00
Actual
$20,506.72
$121,789.66*
Expenses
Budgeted $15,075.02
$138,518.50
Actual
$12,630.31
$140,566.22
*Includes Wamser Trust Fund earnings.
Session approved Donna Cook and Dena Roper as
Oak Hill’s Commissioners to attend a special Presbytery Gathering on October 10 at Second Presbyter-

LECTIONARY FOR NOVEMBER
Sunday,
Ruth 1:1-18; Psalm 146;
November 4
Heb. 9:11-14; Mark 12:28-34
Sunday,
Ruth 3:1-5; 4:13-17;
November 11
Psalm 127; Heb. 9:24-28;
Mark 12:38-44
Sunday,
1 Sam. 1:4-20; 1 Sam. 2:1-10;
November 18
Heb. 10:11-14 (15-18), 19-25;
Mark 13:1-8
Sunday,
2 Sam. 23:1-7; Psalm 132:1November 25
12 (13-18); Rev. 1:4b-8;
John 18:33-37
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Scenes from Oak Hill
Blessing of the Animals

Trick or Trivia to Benefit AMEN St. Louis
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Trick or Trivia to Benefit AMEN St. Louis
(cont’d)
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Oak Hill News
Oak Hill Presbyterian Church
4111 Connecticut Street
St. Louis, Missouri 63116-3926 (314) 664-5525
www.oakhillpcusa.org
office@oakhillpcusa.org
We are a welcoming congregation where visitors are
always expected!
Choir Rehearsal – 9:00 a.m.

Christian Education – 9:30 a.m.
Service of Worship – 10:30 a.m.
Nursery Care – 10:30 a.m.
The ministers of Oak Hill Church are its members
assisted by:
Rev. Erin Counihan
Pastor
Rev. Dr. Alan Meyers
Parish Associate
Ms. Susan Brown
Minister of Music
Ms. Annie Girresch
Director AMEN St. Louis
Ms. Carole Adams
Secretary
Articles for publication
in the
Oak Hill News
need to be
submitted in writing
to the church office by the
3rd Monday of each
month.

