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With Jesus as our guide and community as our goal, we worship, love, serve and grow

Welcome Annie!

At Rally Day
this year, in
addition
to
hearing
all
about our new
Sunday School
Classes,
our
Stewardship
Campaign, and
the
PCUSA
Mission
CoWorker we are
supporting this
year, we also
got to meet
Annie Girresch! Annie is the new director of
AMEN St. Louis.
Annie comes to Oak Hill with years of experience
in organizing and working for justice. Annie holds
a BA in Sociology (with approximately 42 different
minors) from Marian University in Indianapolis, IN,
and is currently a student at Eden Theological Seminary working on her master’s degree. She spent
last year working with Metropolitan Congregations
United, and I think has probably gathered more

CLEAN and Raise the Age signatures than anyone
else around MCU!
When forced to write her own bio for our website,
Annie noted that she “loves walking with people of
many faith traditions as they find their role in the
work of building the Beloved Community, and is
constantly challenged and changed by those people
in return.”
Together with the Mission Committee, Annie has
already begun an active outreach effort to book new
teams for learning and service trips in 2019, and is
crafting some pretty wonderful fundraising efforts
(check deeper in the newsletter for the info on our
Halloween-themed Trivia Night!).
We could not be more thrilled to welcome Annie to
the Oak Hill/AMEN St. Louis team. When you see
her around the building, please be sure to say hello!
With love and so much excitement,
Pastor Erin
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MISSION COMMITTEE
FELLOWSHIP LUNCHEON
FELLOWSHIP LUNCHEON
It's going to be strictly potluck after the worship service on Sunday, October 7. Bring your favorite dish
to share! The luncheon is hosted by the Evangelism
and Membership Committee.
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Pop-up Volunteer Opportunity Thank You!
On September 1, the Mission Committee hosted several volunteers who made crate chairs for one of the
Kindergarten teachers at Shenandoah School. We
thank everyone who helped out! It was a successful
day and the class is very happy with the crate chairs!

EVANGELISM AND MEMBERSHIP
COMMITTEE
Please plan to join us in a visit to our extended
members after church on Sunday, October 21,
after worship. We are planning our visit before the holiday rush this year.

HALLOWEEN IS COMING!
Please bring individually wrapped candy to put
in the Halloween treat bags for our neighborhood
children. Collection boxes are available in the Large
Assembly Room and the church office. Please plan
to join us after church on Sunday, October 28, to
help bag up treats. We would love to have you join
the fun on Halloween evening starting at 5:30 p.m.
on the front steps of the church.

STEWARDSHIP AND PROPERTY
COMMITTEE
Stewardship and Property has purchased a new sign for our parking
lot. It will be installed at the entrance to the parking lot on Connecticut Street. It will replace the
previous sign that has faded over
the years.

Spring/Summer 2019 Mission Trip
Information meeting
We are looking at week-long mission trip opportunities. We are looking at the option of doing either an
inter-generational or adult trip. If you are interested,
please join us on Sunday, October 7, for information
and questions. We will meet in the Theleos Room
following our fellowship luncheon. If you want to
get an idea of where we want to go, look at the website: thecenterbaltimore.org. There is a requirement
that people be a minimum of 7th graders. Please
contact Dena or a Mission Committee member with
questions.

FOOSBALL

Foosball is on Tuesday, October 2, at 6:30 p.m. It's
a fun night of community with our neighborhood
kids @ the S.LS. Building, 3227 Morgan Ford.
Please join us for pizza, snacks and fun! Please contact Dena Roper with any questions.

OAK HILL NEWS – OCTOBER 2018
MISSION COMMITTEE (cont’d)
OPEN GYM NIGHT

Open gym night is coming up on Friday, October 19,
at 6:30 p.m. This is for middle and high schoolers.
Please consider volunteering. We have snacks and
fun times playing sports, games and sometimes
there's a mean game of Uno going on! Not to mention crafts, coloring and puzzles plus snacks! There
is a volunteer signup in the Large Assembly Room.
Please contact Dena with any questions.

Isaiah 58 Ministries
As we face the upcoming holidays, Isaiah 58 and
other outreach groups face the realization that the
needs of our community remains high. Isaiah 58 is
currently serving between 600 - 900 families each
month through its various food distribution programs. Your continued support helps to provide that
much needed assistance to families and individuals
in our community.
October
7th - rice or rice mix
14th - your favorite box cereal
21st - body wash
28th - canned fruit
November
4th - canned sweet potatoes
11th - biscuit mix
18th - cranberry sauce
25th - canned ham
Remember all of your food, household cleaning supplies, toilet paper and paper towels and personal hygiene items are always welcome. Feel free to catch
items on sale or grab a spare item from your pantry.
Isaiah 58 is gearing up for its annual Buy-A-Bird
Campaign. They’ll be celebrating 25 years of supplying families with Thanksgiving and Christmas
Holiday Meals. Watch for more details next month.
Thank you for your continued support.
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AMEN ST. LOUIS
Fall has begun and we are staying as busy as ever at
AMEN St. Louis! Although we have less groups
visiting at this time of year, we are taking advantage
of the season to grow our ministry. This past month
we mailed AMEN brochures to 156 Christian colleges and campus ministries across the country to
invite them to spend their winter or spring break
with us - and we’ve already started hearing
back! This has been part of our ambitious recruitment strategy for 2019, with six groups already
booked and eight others who have inquired. On
September 29, church volunteers gathered to deep
clean, repair, and spruce up AMEN House. Many
thanks to all who gave of their time - we could NOT
have done this without you! And lastly, planning is
well under way for our second annual Halloween
Trick or Trivia fundraiser on Friday, October 26!
Don’t delay in getting your tickets by emailing us at
amenstlouis@gmail.com. $25/ticket or $160/table
of eight. We’re also in need of volunteers to help
with all kinds of tasks that night, and donations of
items that can be sold in the silent auction and raffle. As always, we are so grateful for Oak Hill’s
support for this amazing ministry!
~Annie

No More Sitting Out: Reviving Local Democracy
in St. Louis City, a public meeting with MCU
Join with us at Metropolitan Congregations United
(MCU) as we continue our Break the Pipeline campaign by taking our annual public meeting right to
the school districts we work with! On Sunday, October 7, at 3 p.m. at Centennial Christian Church,
4950 Fountain Avenue, we will challenge school
administrators and police to continue eliminating the
criminalization of our children's behavior.
This year we've also been busy drawing everyone
into the conversation around political campaign finance, lobbyist spending power, and the creation of
our legislative districts. We are challenging the notion that people's labor is worth less than $8 an hour,
and are moving forward the CLEAN and Raise Up
Missouri campaigns in our congregations and our
streets.
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MISSION COMMITTEE (cont’d)
Together we can change the power structures that
keep Missourians subject to the whims of lobbyists
and other powerful special interests, but it takes all
of us working together! Democracy is not a spectator
sport! No more sitting out in 2018!
Visit www.MCUStLouis.org for more on MCU's
work and details about this event.

WORSHIP AND CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
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Circle 3 will meet on Thursday, October 4, at
10 a.m. in the Theleos Room. Please bring a sandwich − drink, chips and dessert will be provided.
Circle 3 has been busy making Christmas stockings
and Care Bears which they plan to donate to Isaiah
58 Ministries. If you would like to help fill the
stockings, they are asking for donations of small
dolls, trucks, cars, Slinky toys, or any small item that
would fit in the stocking. They will be accepting
donations up to the end of October. Please give
them to Jan Stanford or Carole Adams, or leave in
the office.

BOOK CLUB
The Touchy Topics Book and Discussion Group will
be discussing “Girls Burn Brighter” by Shobha Rao
on Wednesday, October 3, at 7:30 p.m. at Hartford
Coffee. All are welcome to join the conversation!

Book club will meet at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, October 16, at the St. Louis Bread Co., Loughborough
Avenue and Interstate 55. We will discuss “The
Danish Girl” by David Ebershoff. This is the third
Tuesday of the month, not the regular second Tuesday date. Please read the book and join us. We are
always looking for new members.

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
The following actions were reported or approved by
Session in their September 12, 2018 Stated Scheduled Meeting:
Last month the Thursday Bible Study Class explored the Letter
to James. In October we’ll look at 1st and 2nd Peter. Join us!

Average Worship attendance in August was 64.
Membership as August 31, 2018 is 109.
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS (cont’d)
Financial Reports for August and
Year-to-Date 2018
August
2018 Total
Income
Budgeted $14,359.00
$116,345.00
Actual
$18,499.36
$101,282.94*
Expenses
Budgeted $15,075.02
$123,517.97
Actual
$15,886.66
$127,935.91
*Includes Wamser Trust Fund earnings.
Stewardship and Property reported to Session that
they had approved the use of the building for the following: (1) BRO Meeting on September 17; (2) October 26 trivia fundraiser for AMEN St. Louis; (3)
use of the church on September 1 by the Mission
Committee to construct storage chairs for a kindergarten teacher at Shenandoah School; and (4) the
possible use of the church for an early morning
meeting of AA.
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SOUTH SIDE PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCHES UNITED
You are invited to join members of other South Side
Presbyterians Churches on Tuesday, October 16, at
7 p.m. in the Faith and Fellowship Room to learn
about their activities and plans.

What spills out?

Rev. Henry Wingblade once compared the Christian
personality to the unseen soup in a bowl carried high over
a waiter’s head. No one knows what's inside — unless
the waiter is bumped or trips. If Jesus is truly living inside
us, Wingblade said, what spills out should be the fruit of
the Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.
When you falter, what do people see? How can your
“spillage” better reflect the Holy Spirit, who lives in you?

Session approved allowing persons to bring alcohol
to the October 26 trivia night fundraiser for AMEN
House. Alcohol may not be sold or served in the
church.
Session approved accepting the resignation of Kevin
Atkins from Session, Class of 2019.
ARTS AND CRAFT CLUB
Craft Night
Please join us for Craft Night on Friday, October 12,
at 6:30 p.m. in the Theleos Classroom, for a fun
evening of crafting! It will be a bring your own project evening. Please bring a snack to share! Please
let Dena know if you have any questions.

LECTIONARY FOR OCTOBER
Sunday,
Job 1:1; 2:1-10; Psalm 26;
October 7
Heb. 1:1-4; 2:5-12;
Mark 10:2-16
Sunday,
Job 23:1-9, 16-17;
October 14
Psalm 22:1-15; Heb. 4:12-16;
Mark 10:17-31
Sunday,
Job 38:1-7 (34-41);
October 21
Psalm 104:1-9, 24, 35c;
Heb. 5:1-10; Mark 10:35-45
Sunday,
Job 42:1-6, 10-17;
October 28
Psalm 34:1-8 (19-22);
Heb. 7:23-28; Mark 10:46-52
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Scenes from Oak Hill
Making Crate Chairs for
Shenandoah Elementary School

Rally Day!!
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Rally Day (cont’d)

Children’s Sunday School
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Worship Pictures

Oak Hill News
Oak Hill Presbyterian Church
4111 Connecticut Street
St. Louis, Missouri 63116-3926 (314) 664-5525
www.oakhillpcusa.org
office@oakhillpcusa.org
We are a welcoming congregation where visitors are
always expected!
Choir Rehearsal – 9:00 a.m.

Christian Education – 9:30 a.m.
Service of Worship – 10:30 a.m.
Nursery Care – 10:30 a.m.
The ministers of Oak Hill Church are its members
assisted by:
Rev. Erin Counihan
Pastor
Rev. Dr. Alan Meyers
Parish Associate
Ms. Susan Brown
Minister of Music
Ms. Annie Girresch
Director AMEN St. Louis
Ms. Carole Adams
Secretary
Articles for publication
in the
Oak Hill News
need to be
submitted in writing
to the church office by the
3rd Monday of each
month.

