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With Jesus as our guide and community as our goal, we worship, love, serve and grow

Well, #FlatJesus got around
this summer. From camping
in Ohio, to kayaking in
Ft. Lauderdale, roadtripping through the
South, and boating in
the Great Lakes, hiking
in Maine, helping with
our youth here at their
St. Louis mission staycation sites, and reading
books in Minneapolis,
he even went to visit the
Notre-Dame de Paris!

Taking Jesus on our
travels, sharing fun
Jesus vacation action shots, and
laughing over the
experience kept us
connected
this
summer. It also
connected me with
strangers,
every
time I explained
why I was asking
them to take a picture of me with my flat little doll
figure.

Then, just a
couple of weeks
ago in worship,
we gathered all
our backpacks
and work bags
and said a blessing over this
new
school
year,
pulling
back together to
be sent out once
again.
We
handed out little
bag-tags, which
said on one
side, “God’s Got
Your Back,” and on
the other side, “I am
loved. I am so very
loved by God, and by
a whole bunch of
folks at Oak Hill
Presbyterian Church.”
I put one of the tags
on my work bag. And
the other day, on a
long day, on a day
when some things didn’t go so well, I grabbed my
bag to leave to go somewhere else and do some-
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thing more, and I saw it. And I stopped and I took a
moment to remember, this wasn’t just a cheesy
gimmick. I am loved. God does have my back.
Jesus does travel with me. I’m loved by a whole
bunch of silly phototakers, by a fierce
and lovely community of fun, adventurous people. And
I’m so very loved by
God.
Friends, in the silliness and craftiness,
and in the gathering
and sending; in the
near and far, and in
the home and routine; in the daily
shuffle and our Sunday sacred moments:
God is with us, God
is loving us, God is
gathering us, and
God is sending us.
On Sunday, Sept. 9th
we’ll gather for Rally Day−a time when
we get together and
get excited for a new
church year, for new
classes and studies,
for new mission projects and (of course)
for hot dogs and delicious snacks. We
are gathered, we are fed, we are loved, and we are
sent to share that love with our neighbors and all the
world. Come and join us. Bring your #FlatJesus,
bring your backpack bag-tag, bring your casserole,
or just bring yourself! Come, join us, and be loved!
With love and hope,
Pastor Erin
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FELLOWSHIP LUNCHEON

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 9
To celebrate the beginning of a new church program
year, we will hold Rally Day this year on Sunday,
September 9. During worship, we’ll celebrate our
Sunday School teachers, discuss mission and christian education programs for the year, and share about
the stewardship campaign. After worship, we invite
everyone to join us outside the church for a picnic
and games. The church will provide hot dogs (all
beef) and a drink. We ask the congregation to bring
side dishes or desserts to share. Games for all will
be held. So, plan to join us that day at 10:30 a.m. for
worship, and then immediately after we will have
our picnic. Because of all the fun planned for
Rally Day, we will not be having our first-of-themonth potluck meal on September 2.

WORSHIP AND
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
COMMITTEE
The new Sunday School Classes for ALL AGES
will begin on Sunday, September 16.
The Children’s Sunday School Class will again be
led by Lisa Thompson and Sarah Gibson, using the
Feasting on the Word curriculum. This class is for
children ages pre-K through 6th grade.
This year, we’ll start a new Youth Sunday School
class, once a month called Second Sundays! Each
Second Sunday of the month, our middle and high
school students are invited to the Upper Room
(where we had confirmation class last Spring) for
study, discussion, games, and snacks with Pastor
Erin. No need to RSVP, just show up, each Second
Sunday!
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For those in the Adult Sunday School Class who
were working through Ched Myers’ “Say To This
Mountain” this past Spring, we will have a
one-week final class on this book on Sunday, September 2, during the usual Sunday School hour at
9:30 a.m. with Pastor Erin. On September 16, we
will start a new class with new materials!
The Wednesday Bible Study Class is finishing up
their study of Rachel Held Evans’ book “Inspired”
this month, and will begin a new study on the Gospel
of John in September. That class meets in the Faith
and Fellowship Room on Wednesdays at 11:00 a.m.
All are welcome!
The Thursday Bible Study Class will now be
meeting once a month on the Fourth Thursday of the
Month, which is 9/27. It will be a drop-in study, so
there is no need to commit to coming every monthjust come when you can. In September, Pastor Erin
will lead us in a discussion of the Letter of James
(you know, from the New Testament). Come and
join us at 7 p.m. on 9/27.
Join us for the Blessing of the Animals on Sunday,
September 30, at 2 p.m. Bring
your favorite furry or finny or
feathery friend. We’ll have a
brief worship service on the front
steps and then celebrate with
cookies for all! Tell your friends
and neighbors!
EVANGELISM AND MEMBERSHIP
COMMITTEE
INQUIRERS LUNCH: SEPTEMBER 23
Have you been worshiping with Oak Hill for a bit?
Are you excited about our ministry and fellowship
together? Do you kinda already find this place to be
home? Are you interested in learning a bit more
about what it means to become a member at Oak
Hill Presbyterian Church? Then join us for lunch!
Mark your calendar and stay after worship on Sunday, September 23, for a casual lunch here at church
where we will share information about membership
at Oak Hill. No commitment required! This is just a
chance to talk and learn and consider. See Pastor
Erin with any questions. We hope to see you there!
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EVANGELISM AND MEMBERSHIP
COMMITTEE (cont’d)
Movie night on the parking lot
has been rescheduled to Friday,
September 28, where we will
show the movie, “Incredibles.”
It will begin at dusk.

STEWARDSHIP AND PROPERTY
COMMITTEE

What makes a chairlift not work? Something caught
in the track. The reason the chairlift that goes from
the red doors to the basement was out of order was
due to a large metal button that dropped in the track
and got wedged under the chair. We are aware that
sometimes things like this happen and no one even
notices until it causes a problem. Hopefully, if anyone does notice something dropped in the track, they
will report it to our committee or the office immediately.
In addition to getting that repair done, we also had to
have our copier repaired because of a broken flag on
the sensor bar (we’re sure everyone knows what we
are talking about). Basically, the paper would not
feed. Because we have a maintenance contract, there
was no repair cost and the copier was only out of
service for a day.
Also these past couple of months we have had two
water leaks repaired, had the church sprayed for
bugs, dealt with fruit flies, and received estimates on
tuck pointing.
Other items involving building or finances can be
found under Session Highlights.
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The church of every time and place wrestles with the
distance between our time frame and expectations
and God’s. In God’s time, even the small seeds we
plant can grow into sturdy trees. In God’s time, the
fears we carry can be transformed into new partnership and hope. In God’s time, our expectations can
be expanded and surpassed by God’s faithfulness.
The 2018 Peace & Global Witness Offering encourages the church of our time to cast off anxiety and
fear, discord and division, and embrace our reconciling God’s mission to those around the corner and
around the world. It is boundless peace God offers.
It bursts through the shackles of time and expectation. It quiets the anxiety of each believer by joining
us together, as we offer our prayer—
“Now may the Lord of peace…
give you peace at all times in all ways”
2 Thessalonians 3:16
On October 7, World Communion Sunday, we will
be collecting the Peace and Global Witness Special
Offering. This Offering enables the church to promote the Peace of Christ by addressing systems of
injustice across the world. 25% of this Offering
stays within our congregation, 25% goes to mid
councils to unite congregations to support peacemaking in their regions, and 50% supports the work
for peace and reconciliations being done by Presbyterians across the globe.
MISSION COMMITTEE
Thank you for all of the help with Foosball this
summer! There were lots of youth and lots of fun!
We are now shifting back to Foosball on the first
Tuesday of the month. This month it is on September 4 at 6:30 p.m. It's a fun night of community with
our neighborhood kids and mission teams. Please
join us for pizza, snacks and fun! Please contact
Dena Roper with any questions.
Open gym night is coming up on Friday,
September 21, at 6:30 p.m. This is for middle and
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MISSION COMMITTEE (cont’d)
high schoolers. Please consider volunteering. We
have snacks and fun times playing sports, games and
sometimes there's a mean game of Uno going on!
Not to mention crafts, coloring and puzzles plus
snacks! There is a volunteer signup in the Large
Assembly Room. Please contact Dena with any
questions.

Thank you for your continued support of
Isaiah 58 Ministries
Remember all of your food, household cleaning
supplies, toilet paper and paper towels and personal
hygiene items are always welcome. Feel free to
catch items on sale or grab a spare item from your
pantry.
September
2nd - jelly
9th - macaroni and cheese
16th - hearty soup
23rd - oatmeal
30th – canned spinach (an I58 favorite)
October
7th - rice or rice mix
14th - your favorite box cereal
21st - body wash
28th - canned fruit
We’re asking for body wash in generic or feminine
fragrance (I58 has a huge stash of masculine fragrance body wash from a Food Bank donation).
Isaiah 58 Volunteer Opportunities
Isaiah 58 is looking for some volunteers! Here is
what they are looking for:
Unloading Assistance (1 person): Thursdays, 10 to
11:30 a.m. Would help us unload the truck and sort
and place items into the appropriate locations, and
help unload monthly senior boxes (30 lbs each).
Must be able to lift, bend, and navigate stairs.
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Monday Fresh Food Distribution (1-2 people): Mondays, 9 to 11:30 a.m. Assist with fresh food distribution which includes unloading the truck, sorting the
items, and ensuring that shopping limits are enforced. Mondays are outside, so volunteers should
be prepared to be outside in the summer (in the
shade) and winter.
Schnucks Pickup (1-2 people): every Tuesday and
Thursday at 9 a.m. Go to Schnucks S. City (3430 S.
Grand Blvd.) and pick up a donation of bakery and
bread items. Transport items (using your personal
vehicle) one mile to Isaiah 58 and help unload.
Chesterfield Pickup (1-2 people): first Monday of
the month, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Take the Isaiah truck to
Chesterfield to pick up a large donation from a sponsoring church. Return to Isaiah, where we will help
unload the donation.
For more information please contact Dena on the
Mission Committee or:
Rev. Meredith Jackson
www.i58ministries.org
314-776-1410

AMEN ST. LOUIS
The summer season, for AMEN St. Louis,
means welcoming lots of new friends to our city.
From June to August, ten different groups visited us
from: Missouri, Colorado, North Carolina, Virginia,
Ohio, Iowa, Wisconsin, and Illinois! Together, we
braved the heat and humidity to serve (and sweat)
with our local community partners who, day-in and
day-out, assist the most vulnerable folks in St. Louis.
We worked alongside community gardeners, head
start facilitators, food bank and food pantry volunteers, crisis nursery caretakers, and social service
providers. Phew!
One major goal of AMEN St. Louis is to encourage young people to think deeply about the root
causes of the issues facing our community. This
June, we had an incredible opportunity to take action
against the system of mass incarceration. Youth
who were visiting AMEN marched in the action to
bail out our incarcerated neighbors during General
Assembly. What a powerful witness!
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MISSION COMMITTEE (cont’d)
Just as important as the ways we moved our
bodies is the way we stretched our minds this summer. Our community partners taught us about ways
we can love our neighbors in situations of poverty,
abuse, and oppression. In addition, Korla Masters,
the Interim Director of AMEN, led a weekly workshop called, “Sacred Conversations on Race,” in
which groups critically engaged the sin of institutional racism and faced a scarred history that continues to influence the shape and character of St. Louis.
These acts of thinking and doing help us imagine a
new kind of world in which all of God’s people have
enough food to eat, clothes to wear, adequate homes,
and depth of relationship.
Let’s not forget about the fun though! During free time groups explored St. Louis! The Gateway Arch, Zoo, and City Museum were the most
popular destinations for our guests (but locals like
those things too). This summer we continued our
relationship with Great American Human Foosball,
located in the Tower Grove South neighborhood.
Once a week our mission groups would join with
local youth and Oak Hill Presbyterian Church to get
a little competitive. It’s a blast!
On a bittersweet note, AMEN St. Louis said
goodbye to two staff members. Korla Masters, who
served this summer as AMEN director, has moved to
the Twin Cities to serve as a pastor. Chris Ruth, the
summer site manager, exits AMEN to work as a
hospital chaplain at Saint Louis University Hospital.
We’re grateful to them for their faithful service to
ensure a great summer for AMEN mission groups.
The good news is that AMEN has welcomed a new
director! Annie Girresch, who previously served
with Metropolitan Congregations United as an organizer, and is a current Master of Divinity student
at Eden Theological Seminary, brings fresh energy
and imagination to AMEN STL. We are so looking
forward to see where her leadership takes us in the
upcoming year.
It has been a beautiful summer of mission for
us at AMEN St. Louis. We experienced so much
together. Our intention is that those who partnered
with us in recent weeks have been both challenged
to confront the realities that oppress God’s people
and are inspired to live into a new kind of reality.
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Thank you for your continued support of the holy,
life-giving work of AMEN St. Louis.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
Circle 3 will meet on Thursday, September 6, at
10 a.m. in the Theleos Room. Please bring a sandwich − drink, chips and dessert will be provided.

BOOK CLUB
Book club will meet at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, September 11, at the St. Louis Bread Co., Loughborough
Avenue and Interstate 55. We will discuss
“Mrs. Hemingway” by Naomi Wood. Please read
the book and join us. We are always looking for
new members.

The Touchy Topics Book and Discussion Group will
meet on Wednesday, September 5, at 7:30 p.m. at
Hartford Coffee to discuss Madelilne Albright’s
book, “Fascism: A Warning.” All are welcome to
join the conversation!

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
The following actions were reported or approved by
Session in their August 8, 2018 Stated Scheduled
Meeting:
Average Worship attendance in June was 68 and in
July was 65.
Membership as July 31, 2018 is 110.
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS (cont’d)
Financial Reports for June and
Year-to-Date 2018
June
2018 Total
Income
Budgeted $14,359.00
$86,154.00
Actual
$11,160.90
$70,201.36*
Expenses
Budgeted
Actual

$15,075.02
$12,118.17

$93,024.00
$96,662.94

Financial Reports for July and
Year-to-Date 2018
July
2018 Total
Income
Budgeted $14,359.00
$101,800.00
Actual
$13,371.62
$ 82,783.58*
Expenses
Budgeted $15,074.69
$108,519.97
Actual
$15,130.89
$112,049.25
*Includes Wamser Trust Fund earnings
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ately following worship. All active members are
encouraged to stay for this meeting. We need a
quorum to have the meeting.
Session also approved having a Congregational
Meeting on Sunday, November 11, following worship, to approve the Pastor’s Terms of Call for 2019,
receive a report from the 2018 Nominating Committee, and to present the 2019 Asking Budget. Oh,
yeah, and donuts will be served!

ARTS AND CRAFT CLUB
Craft Night
Please join us for Craft Night on Friday,
September 14, at 6:30 p.m. in the Theleos Classroom, for a fun evening of crafting! It will be a
“bring your own project” evening. Please bring a
snack to share! Please let Dena know if you have
any questions.

PRESBYTERY OF GIDDINGS-LOVEJOY

Stewardship and Property reported to session that
they approved Mary LaTragna’s Kitco Renaissance
St. Louis group using the gym on Friday nights in
July, August, and September (except for Open Gym
Nights) for practice, and for Josh Smith to borrow
tables for the 4000 Connecticut block party

You are invited to join the History Team of the
Presbytery of Giddings-Lovejoy for an Underground
Railroad Tour on Wednesday, November 7. Cost is
$53 per person, with tour, lunch and gratuities included. Make reservations with Betsy Stoll at 314821-0533.

Session approved taking monies from the Scholarship Fund to pay the following grants as recommended by the Scholarship Committee: $1,000
grants to Emily Bischoff, Savannah Sowell, and
Caitlin Stanford (full-time students), and $350 to
David Harris (one class).

Under the Oak Tree

Session approved having a
Congregational Meeting on
Sunday, September 16, for the
purpose of electing someone to
fill a vacancy on the 2018 Nominating Committee. It will be
held in the sanctuary immedi-

The sympathy and support of the congregation is extended to the family of Marie Robinson who passed
away on July 15, 2018, and to Mary LaTranga and
her family, upon the loss of her mother, Anne
LaTragna, on August 26, 2018.

OAK HILL NEWS – SEPTEMBER 2018

Under the Oak Tree (cont’d)

Heather,
I wanted to thank you and the rest of the
Scholarship Committee for once again
providing me with an incredibly generous
scholarship. I am so grateful for the Oak Hill
community and look forward to seeing
everyone again to tell you about my second
year. Please pass my thnks and love on to
everyone.
Savannah Sowell

Dear Erin,
Thank you very much for your hospitallity to
those who attended worship and the luncheon
at Oak Hill.
We appreciated your thoughtfulness in listing
the ingredients in the food dishes. I have the
no salt added restriction & Phil has the no
garlic.
Please accept this small gift for your Pastor
Discretionary Fund.
May God continue to bless you and your
ministry.
Evi and Phil Melberg
(GPC)

Dear Oak Hill Presbyterian family,
I was a commissioner to the recent General
Assembly and had the pleasure of worshipping
with your congreation on June 17. What a
wonderful experience my time with you all
was! From helpful narration on the bus to and
from the church, to the excellent preaching and
children’s sermon, to the trumpet music, to the
friendly faces and welcoming smiles of all of
you, I felt at home immediately! Thank you,
also, for the delicious potluck lunch. In the
South, we say such a tasty meal is “putting the
big pot in the little one.” When you got out the

ziplock bags and encouraged us to take home
leftovers, I knew I was among kindred spirits!
Thank you so much for the work you put into
that day and to all of GA, and for extending the
radical hospitality of Jesus Christ to your
guests, your neighborhood, and to the world.
Blessings,
Beth Gaines
Ruling Elder Commissioner
Cherokee Presbyery (northwest Georgia)

Dear Friends at Oak Hill,
After nearly 100 years of service to the
St. Louis area, the Board of Religious Organizations has closed its ministry. In 2017, we
provided holiday toys to over 5500 children
and nearly 500 layettes to new moms and newborns served by 15 plus agencies in the
St. Louis area. Our Board of Directors has decided to use our remaining assets to help other
local agencies who work with children and
youth.
All of us at BRO have been honored to receive the support of Oak Hill for so many
years, through so many ways. My mother and
grandmother both worked with the Presbyterian
Women making doll clothes and infant hats for
the children served by BRO. PW also provided
much needed funding and recently made stockings and stuffed animals. Through the years we
have used the AMEN House for storage for
toys for over 2500 children and you blessed us
with the ability to continue our work during the
Presbytery renovations by providing us space in
the Smylie Room and Gym. For all those
things we say thank you. We are also inspired
by your Community Youth Outreach in the
Tower Grove South Neighborhood. We are
honored to be able to provide a financial gift
of $8,000 to be used to support your Community Youth Outreach Program….
Thank you, for your ministry to our community!
Sincerely,
Donna A. Cook
President – Board of Director
Board of Religious Organizations
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Under the Oak Tree (cont’d)
Dear Oak Hill Pres. Friends,
Thank you so much for all of your support for
our Back-to-School Fair.
From your collection of toothpaste and
toothbrushes to your incredible packing skills
of all our backpacks during your Mission
Sunday – all of your work helped made this
event a huge success.
We distributed over 100 backpacks full of
supplies and other goodies on the day of the
event and continue to offer them to children
who were unable to attend.
Please know that we truly are grateful for all
you do for our ministry throughout the year.
Thank you again,
Rev. Brenda Booth
Executive Director

LECTIONARY FOR SEPTEMBER
Sunday,
Song of Sol. 2:8-13;
September 2
Psalm 45:1-2, 6-9;
James 1:17-27; Mark 7:1-8,
14-15, 21-23
Sunday,
Prov. 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23;
September 9
Psalm 125; James 2:1-10 (1113), 14-17; Mark 7:24-37
Sunday,
Prov. 1:20-33; Psalm 19;
September 16
James 3:1-2; Mark 8:27-38
Sunday,
September 23
Sunday,
September 30

Prov. 31:10-31; Psalm 1;
James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a;
Mark 9:30-37
Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22;
Psalm 124; James 5:13-20;
Mark 9:38-50

Scenes from Oak Hill
Oak Hill Night Out at the Park

Worship

Clean-up Day for Churches On the Streets
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Service as Worship Sunday

Oak Hill News
Oak Hill Presbyterian Church
4111 Connecticut Street
St. Louis, Missouri 63116-3926 (314) 664-5525
www.oakhillpcusa.org
office@oakhillpcusa.org
We are a welcoming congregation where visitors are
always expected!
Choir Rehearsal – 9:00 a.m.
Christian Education – 9:30 a.m.
(beginning September 16, 2018)
Service of Worship – 10:30 a.m.
Nursery Care – 10:30 a.m.
The ministers of Oak Hill Church are its members
assisted by:
Rev. Erin Counihan
Pastor
Rev. Dr. Alan Meyers
Parish Associate
Ms. Susan Brown
Minister of Music
Ms. Annie Girresch
Director AMEN St. Louis
Ms. Carole Adams
Secretary
Articles for publication
in the
Oak Hill News
need to be
submitted in writing
to the church office by the
3rd Monday of each
month.

