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With Jesus as our guide and community as our goal, we worship, love, serve and grow

General Assembly is coming!
General Assembly is coming!
Alert! Be aware! Make yourselves ready. Do not be
afraid!
(But watch out, because, for real, the Presbyterians are
coming!)
June 16-23 we are expecting a couple of thousand Presbyterians to come to St. Louis for the 223rd General Assembly of the PCUSA. This gathering, which takes
place in a different city every two years, is when elected
commissioners from presbyteries all over the nation
come together to discuss, debate, and discern the ministry, policies, procedures, and business of the PCUSA.
Oh, and there will be worship, and Bible study, service
opportunities, social events, concerts, speakers, and all
kinds of special activities, too.
Local Presbyterians have a wonderful opportunity to see
the larger church in action right here in our own back
yard. And there are so many different ways to get involved as a volunteer−welcoming commissioners, participating in worship, singing in the mass choir, helping
with service projects, and so much more!
Oak Hill will also be welcoming commissioners and
visitors in worship and fellowship on Sunday, June 17,
as the General Assembly schedule is clear on Sunday
morning to make space for visitors to worship with local
congregations.

If you are interested in learning more about the process
and structure of GA, checking out the schedule, and digging into this assembly’s theme (Kindom Building for
the 21st Century), visit the website at https://gapcusa.org/.
If you are interested in local arrangements, what the local leadership are planning for the assembly, or SIGNING UP TO BE
A VOLUNTEER, please go to
https://www.stlouisga.com/.
If you are interested in the business before the assembly, the overtures being presented
for consideration and vote, and following along with
their progress throughout the assembly, you can access
that information at https://www.pc-biz.org/#/.
And if you want to follow along with all the happenings,
the preaching, the photos, and the presbysnarkiness, you
can follow #ga223 on social media sites.
Finally, I ask that you keep commissioners, speakers,
volunteers, and staff in your prayers as they all prepare
for the assembly. I am praying that God will inspire us,
encourage us, and send us boldly forward!

With love and hope,
Pastor Erin
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FELLOWSHIP LUNCHEON
Celebrate Cinco de Mayo at Oak Hill by bringing
your favorite Mexican dish to serve 6-8 to the potluck luncheon after church on Sunday, May 6. The
Evangelism and Membership Committee is hosting
this luncheon.
WORSHIP AND CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
COMMITTEE
Youth Mission Week
Our Youth Mission Staycation will be held the
week of June 3 at the AMEN House. Our Denver family will be joining us as well. Cost is $150
per person. Youth 6th grade through 12th grade
are invited to participate in this mission experience. Please RSVP as soon as possible if interested. Please contact Christine Woodward or
the church office for more information. Registration forms are available in the back of the sanctuary.

THANKS!
Thank you to all who helped make our Holy Week
and Easter worship services so special this year!
SUMMER BREAK
Our Sunday School classes will continue through the
month of May, but then take a break for the summer
beginning on June 3.
Nursery Update
Parents! We’re still working through some changes
on including our children in worship. For the past
few months, we’ve been bringing the kids down
from the nursery in order to participate in communion on communion Sundays. We love having all of
the children participate in communion, but there
have been some safety concerns in getting all the little ones back to the sanctuary. So, we’re going to
keep trying new ways to both include the kids and
keep everyone safe. We’ll be recruiting volunteers
to help shepherd the children downstairs after the
sermon, before communion on the first Sunday of
the month. And for now, we’re going to plan to
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keep the babies (under age 2) in the nursery throughout communion. We’ll reach out to parents individually, but do let us know if you have any questions.
Thanks!

EVANGELISM AND MEMBERSHIP
COMMITTEE
Our appreciation goes out to all those who donated
candy for the Easter Egg Hunt on March 31, and to
the helpers who took part in preparation and cleanup for the event. Over 65 children and adults attended on a cold and rainy morning.

MISSION COMMITTEE
Join us for Foosball happening on Tuesday, May 1,
at 6:30 p.m. It's a fun night of community with our
neighborhood kids. Please join us for pizza, snacks
and fun! Please contact Dena Roper with any questions.

Open gym night is coming up on Friday, May 18, at
6:30 p.m. This is for middle and high schoolers.
Please consider volunteering. We have snacks and
fun times playing sports, games and sometimes
there's a mean game of Uno going on! Not to mention crafts, coloring and puzzles plus snacks!

Isaiah 58 Ministries’ Annual Celebration will be
held Monday, June 4, 2018, 6 p.m. - 9 p.m. at
EARTHBOUND BEER, 2724 Cherokee Street. It
will be “A Night of Inquiry and Merry Making”
in the style of SHERLOCK HOLMES. Featuring
Live Music, Wine Pull, and Games of Detection.
The cost is $20 per person, which includes free
hors d’oeuvres, and your first drink on us. A cash
bar will be available. RSVP by May 28, 2018 to
314-776-1410
or
via
Eventbrite
@
http://i58annualcelebration.eventbrite.com or contact
Donna Cook.

OAK HILL NEWS –MAY 2018
MISSION COMMITTEE (cont’d)
May
6th - Canned fruit
13th - SPAM
20th - Beans - canned or bagged
27th - Small bottle of liquid dishwashing soap
June
3rd - Tuna or Hamburger Helper
10th - Graham Crackers
17th - Canned Chicken & Dumplings
24th - Deodorant
You can also support Isaiah 58 each week with your
donations of canned, boxed or plastic bottled food
items, whatever you have on hand or find on sale.
Toiletries and personal hygiene items are always
needed by the clients. Monetary donations are always welcome, check the table in the back of the
sanctuary for I58 envelopes. Or donate via PayPal
here. http://www.i58ministries.org/id67.html . Every
$1 will provide 4 meals for a family in need.
Please save your plastic bottles for Oak Hill’s July
Service as Worship Sunday. We are looking for
16-20 oz. plastic bottles, the type designed for soft
drinks and water. Please make sure the water bottles
are thicker plastic such as used by DASANI Water.
We will once again be using them to fill with laundry detergent for I58. We’ll set up a drop box in the
Large Assembly Room by the Mission display table.
Thanks to all for your continued love and support.
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resolved. We thank all those who did their best to
open the drain and for all the time they spent trying
to do this but didn’t have the right equipment to fix
the problem.
We also want to acknowledge members of our
committee and others who have been replacing light
bulbs, tightening toilet seats, tightening pipes, replacing batteries in smoke detectors, and all of the
other maintenance duties that need to be done on a
regular basis.

Join us on Saturday, May 26, from 9:00 a.m. to
1:00 p.m. to hang with your church friends, to laugh
and catch up, oh, and to help with painting, cleaning,
and some other church projects that need to be done.
There are 4 projects we hope to tackle. Take your
pick, or try them all! Any contribution is appreciated.

1. Light bulb replacement–with energy efficient
lamps.

2. Painting–now that the roof is leak-proof, time to
scrape, patch up, and paint those unsightly places.

3. Moving and organizing–where did all this stuff
come from?? Help find a home for all our projects.

STEWARDSHIP AND PROPERTY
COMMITTEE
If you’ve worked in the kitchen the last two months
you know that the garbage disposal, dishwasher, and
kitchen sinks have not been draining when they are
being used for a large meal. In order to resolve this
issue, we contacted Olney Sewer and Drain Company and had them come out and open the drain for us
at a cost of $125. We believe the problem has been

4. Data entry – putting information into our new
cool church system
Lunch will be provided.
Please let us know if you can help and what project
you would be willing to tackle! Please see anyone
on our committee−Rich Wiethop, Brent Crittenden,
Toby Eckert, Don Stanford, or Carole Adams. Or,
you can just notify the office at (314) 664-5525.

OAK HILL NEWS –MAY 2018
PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN

Presbyterian Women’s Circle 3 would be delighted
if you would join us for a church kitchen and freezer
cleaning day on Thursday, May 3, starting at 10 a.m.
Cleaning supplies will be provided. (Extra cleaning
cloths are always appreciated.) If you have food
stored in either the kitchen refrigerator or either of
the church freezers, please let us know if it should be
saved or remove it before the 3rd, otherwise it may
not be there on the 4th! We appreciate your help!
Everyone (men included) is invited to help.
We would also like you to join us for lunch. Bring a
sandwich – salad, chips and dessert will be furnished. Please let Jan Stanford or Carole Adams
know if you will be joining Circle 3 for this project.

BOOK CLUB
Book club will meet at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday,
May 8, at the St. Louis Bread Co., Loughborough
Avenue and Interstate 55. We will discuss “The
Woman in Cabin 10” by Ruth Ware. Please read the
book and join us. We are always looking for new
members.

The Touchy Topics Book and Discussion Group will
be discussing “The Hate U Give” by Angie Thomas
on Wednesday, May 2, at 7:30 p.m. at Hartford Coffee. All are welcome to join the conversation!
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Financial Reports for March and
Year-to-Date 2018
March
2018 Total
Income
Budgeted $14,359.00
$43,077.00
Actual
$9,487.57
$34,734.04*
Expenses
Budgeted $15,074.69
$51,089.00
Actual
$14,563.51
$52,716.59
*Includes Wamser Trust Fund earnings.
Session approved applying for a $700 grant through
the 2018 Giddings-Lovejoy Summer Program. The
grant will be used for a Neighborhood Movie Night
on a Friday evening (date to be determined).
Session approved removing Millie Crittenden, Avery
Smith, Sophie Sowell, and Alison Stanford from our
Baptized Membership Roll since they became Active
Members on March 25, 2018, via Profession of
Faith. (They were put on the Baptized Membership
Roll when they were baptized as children and had
not professed their faith in Jesus Christ.)
Session approved the Worship and Christian Education Committee’s request to sponsor another contextual student from Eden Seminary to work at Oak Hill
for one year beginning in the fall of 2018. (Korla
Masters will be leaving in August.) The cost is
around $4,000. Pastor Erin will seek to obtain
grants to help pay for this position.
Session elected Brent Crittenden and Donna Cook to
serve as commissioners from Oak Hill to attend the
Presbytery Gathering at Southminster Presbyterian
Church on May 5, 2018.

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS

ARTS AND CRAFT CLUB

The following actions were reported or approved by
Session in their April 11, 2018 Stated Scheduled
Meeting:

Craft Night
Please join us for Craft Night on Friday, May 11, at
6:30 p.m.in the Theleos Classroom, for a fun evening of crafting! It will be a bring your own project
evening. Please bring a snack to share! Please let
Dena know if you have any questions.

Average Worship attendance in March was 68.
Membership as March 31, 2018 is 111.
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Under the Oak Tree

The sympathy and support of the congregation is extended to the family of Joan Johnson who passed
away on April 20, 2018.
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Dear Oak Hill Pres.,
As we send off seven seniors this Spring, I am
grateful for the ways UKirk has guided and equipped
them to be disciples of Christ in the world. (How
they have grown even just in these past three years!)
I am ever grateful for your support of this ministry−this is the work of the church: to gather in community to worship, serve, and grow. What a great
2017-2018 school year UKirk has had−and I’m already looking forward to next year! Thanks again.
In the joy of Christ
Pastor Miriam Foltz

Congratulations to our Graduate

Emily Bischoff will graduate from Metro Academic
and Classical High School on May 19. In addition to
her high school diploma, Emily has an International
Baccalaureate. As she graduates she will also be
completing her 12th and final year as a synchronized
skater and her last year of soccer. In the fall, Emily
will attend Brandeis University in Waltham, Massachusetts where she plans to study Biology.

Dear Members of Session,
Thank you for your support of PCUSA General
Mission, totaling $12,539.16 in 2017. The faithful
giving of the Oak Hill congregation assure the continuation of vital ministries of health, education,
community development and congregational growth
all around the world. The participation of our many
churches deepens the impact of our global witness.
May God continue to bless your ministry in the
coming year.
In Christ,
Joan M. Marshall for the
Stewardship Committee

Dear Friends at Oak Hill,
My heart is full of gratitude for you, all of you−and
your prayers and gifts and cards with your sweet
notes−from Erin & Jan & Carole and calls from
Quinn and visits from Erin & Susan & Josh. I think
in all my life I’ve never experienced such an experience of God’s love in you−my friends at Oak Hill.
My days are centered around twice a week Chemo
with steroids. It’s truly uncomfortable and it makes
me tired. But there are some really good days too. I
can’t travel. Some days I just hurt. My latest little
thrill is a golf cart. I get the fluffs dressed up in their
little harnesses and we circle through the Tower
Grove Park. They are exhausted when we get home.
Life goes on. Technology changes every day. It’s
all so uncertain what happens next. I am certain of
your love for me.
God bless you all−
Peace−
Linda Orellana
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Scenes from Oak Hill
Easter Egg Hunt in Tower Grove Park

Sunday,
May 6
Sunday,
May 13
Sunday,
May 20

Sunday,
May 27

LECTIONARY FOR MAY
Acts 10:44-48; Psalm 98;
1 John 5:1-6; John 15:9-17
Acts 1:15-17, 21-26; Psalm 1;
1 John 5:9-15; John 17:6-19
Acts 2:1-21 or Ezek. 37:1-14;
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b;
Romans 8:22-27 or Acts 2:121; John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15
Isaiah 6:108; Psalm 29;
Romans 8:12-17; John 3:1-17
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Easter Egg Hunt (cont’d)
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New Members from the Confirmation Class

Easter
Holy Humor Sunday

Worship Leaders

Choir
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Holy Humor Sunday (cont’d)

Oak Hill News
Oak Hill Presbyterian Church
4111 Connecticut Street
St. Louis, Missouri 63116-3926 (314) 664-5525
www.oakhillpcusa.org
office@oakhillpcusa.org
We are a welcoming congregation where visitors are
always expected!
Choir Rehearsal – 9:00 a.m.
Young Disciples

Just for pun!
• Every calendar's days are numbered.
• A boiled egg in the morning is hard to beat.
• If you've seen one shopping center, you’ve seen a
mall.
• Acupuncture is a jab well done.
• A man’s home is his castle, in a manor of speaking.
• Does the name Pavlov ring a bell?
• Reading while sunbathing makes you well red.
• When two egotists meet, it’s an I for an I.
• A chicken crossing the road is poultry in motion.
• The worker who fell into an upholstery machine is
fully recovered.
• Bakers trade bread recipes on a knead-to-know basis.

Bible Quiz

Christian Education – 9:30 a.m.
Service of Worship – 10:30 a.m.
Nursery Care – 10:30 a.m.
The ministers of Oak Hill Church are its members
assisted by:
Rev. Erin Counihan
Pastor
Rev. Dr. Alan Meyers
Parish Associate
Ms. Susan Brown
Minister of Music
Ms. Korla Masters
Student Pastor & Interim Director AMEN St. Louis
Ms. Carole Adams
Secretary

While in Jerusalem for Pentecost, people from many
faraway lands miraculously heard the disciples
preaching in their own native languages. Which of
the following modern-day places was/were represented?
A. Egypt
B. Libya
C. Crete
D. Rome
E. All of the above
F. A, B and D
Answer: (See Acts 2:9-11.)

Articles for publication
in the
Oak Hill News
need to be
submitted in writing
to the church office by the
3rd Monday of each
month.

